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TO THE KING. 



IT is the peculiar glory of 
Your Majesty's reign, that it has en- 
larged the bounds of fclencc, tncreafed 
the accoinmodations and comforts of 
life, and extended the refearches of know^ 
ledge, A& far as the daring fpirit of dif- 
covery can penetrate, or man exlft. 

Under Your Majesty's aufpices, we 
liavc feen feas explored and lands laid 
open^ where Europeans had never ven- 
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FHBFATOHT iNTROpUeTtOK. 

exaftnefs.orLo record with fidelity. Much* 
therefore, that has been accumulaEed by for- 
mer afliduity, will be defervedly rejefted by 
jnodern tafteand learning. Ii is only repeat- 
ed touches thai can produce any thing like 
perfe£ilon; and though fotne of our predecef- 
fors have done all that circumJlances would 
allow, fubfequenl examination and difcovcry 
have proved, that muth lUll remiLins to be 
done, to gratify the judicious, and to pleale 
the curious. 

PurchaSE'5 Pilgrims, of antiquated date, 
were fuperfeded by Chukchi ll's^ CoIJec- 
tions. Harris's might be confidered as a 
rival publication of the latter, Astley's 
Voyages and Travels followed. Thefe arc 
the grand works, on this fubjcft, in our lan- 
guage, which can be named in a colleftive 
and rcfpcftable light; and the ]-dA of them 
Trfas publithed upwdrds of half a century ago. 
Since that period, Cingle Voyages and Travels 
have been multiplied lo an amazing degree; 
and as the laft enquirer, has always the beft 
chance of obtaining excellence, and of courfe 
has II fed all the new lighis and difcoveries ; 
whatever relates to manners, lo foil, to cli- 
mate, to produce, to natural or artiScial 
curiofiiies, are inolb advanlageoully viewed 
through the medium of recent publications, 

Bui the expence attending the purchafe o£ 
a coraplftc collection of I'cattered .works on 
llic fulijcii of voyages and travcV^; l\\& vvto.^ 
the/ WGuid conftime lo trad xYiem "aiX", ^-"^ 



PREFATDILT INTEODUCTlOiT. 

the little interefl-tliac general readers can tik 
inpartjcuUr parts, intcrlardeJas they are with 
llaie geographical defcripuons, and unJ'cienli- 
fic remarks, fuggeftcd the propriety and utili- 
ty of fuch a feletlion as might fatisfy without 
ratiguing, and convey the inoft requifite in- 
formation at a price too limited to be regarded. 
To accomplilh this, we have thought pro- 
per Co give a hiftorical account of the moll 
celebrated and interefling voyages, travels, 
difcoveries, and jhipwrecks, divefted, as far 
as pojlible, of technical phrsfcs and cumbrous 
minutiae* Our plan is, to concentrate the 
^idf; ringe of publications on this fubjeft in- 
to a narrow ct^nipafs, and to deliver them in 
uniform ditJlon and connefted narrative; to 
preferve every circumftance that can amufe 
or inflruS, to entertain the fancy, and to hu- 
inanize the heart- Charaflcr and incident 
are the principal traits we wifh to feizc; and 
by apt rL'fletfions, to make man the Criend of 
Jtiar), is our leading aim. To this enci, oilr la- 
byurs have been iuviiriably directed, whiiiever 
HI ay be our luccefs; and though t^l this wc do 
jitit defpair, ve are animated by higher views 
and mure honours bEe motives tfun thofe 
which can arife from a wifh to gratify vicious 
t^fie, or conoli^te woi'thlefs lavour, at llie ex- 
pence ol the approbation of the wife and the 
gonH» and the diftates of confcienceand duty* 
We Con{e(& We haVc written With an eye to- 
yputhfu! innocence and female delicacy. Our- 1 
Jt^es, iheveiotc, we truftk will not offend., i 
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FREF/kTOBT IKTROrUCTlOK, 
filOuU t}i^y fail to pleafe. To deferve pra'sfc, 
luay require the efforts of fuperior genius or 
application; but to avoid juft btame, is fiirely 
in an autlior'fi own power. 

To the public, we owe this brief and can- 
did explanation of our fentimcnts and inten- 
tions ; we- are ambitious of its patronage, and 
have ilLidied to dcfervc it. 

The engravingS) which ai once cmbcllifh 
and illtiflrate this wgrk, will, in poiot oj exc" 
cution, be found fuperJor to any that have hi- 
therto been offered in fimilar publications. 
In A. Word, no cxpence has been fparcd to 
rendcribis new CoUeftion of Voyages and 
Travels worlhv a place in the packets the par- 
lour, Or the library, and to gain it admiflion 
into fchools and femiuariea for either fex. 
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figure of the earih, than any of his conlempera- 
riiss, nmi to exiend the boun(3aries of knowledge 
and of the world. 

The coricfl idea this great mind had conceived 
of I fie terraqueous globe, gave birth to hisdeligD j 
but the innierlefition of nil the maps then to bt 
confultedj made him cnifiajie the objedt. He pro- 
pofcd to find a nearer paiTage to the Indies and 
Chinat b^ failing weftward. Venice and Genoa, 
at that lime, engrolled almoR the whole trade of 
EuTQpe> and, in confequencc, a rivalry nod Jeal- 
oufy, whkh had given rife to ficqiient wars, al- 
ways ex-lflcd between them, Vejiice, however, 
fnajntained her fuppriorily : flie had drawn to 
herfelf nearly the colleQcd conimcrcc qf | hq ^a&, 
which bad been hitherto carried on by way of 
Egypt and the Red Sea. 

Aa Columbui was a native of the rival flalc, it 
is probable tiiat a fpirit of patfiolifm firfi animat- 
ed his vie*s of dilcovcritig a more AircH paiVage 
la India i and, bf that mtani;, of traosferring this 
lucrative trade to his own courtry. But limld 
caul iotj, reinforced by incredul!lV(<lepTived Genoa 
of the advancages intended for her. Columbus 
having difcharged (he duty of a good citizen, by 
inahing in vain his tirft propofal of profecating 
dift'overics for (he benefit of his country, fctt 
hinifell free from (lie obligaiion which naiiire 
had impofiid an his feivices. His next applicution 
vJ2t lo the ctiurt of I'rancej but with no better 
fucccft. lienfy Vll. then filled the Lhroae of 
England; ■ind lo that prince CDlinnbusdilpjtclv- 
ed his brother Hartholonicwon lEie fame iHittncli. 
This iil'tiiled ^tdveiiturcr W3S t;tket) and p'uMler- 
by piraCrtoQ hjfi parage, and, on hi§ muval in 
'rfuwj^ iFis reduced to Tuch cn-uctoe povcri^i. 
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CONVINCED that it gralEfiea (he beft fecl- 
Lnga oi ihe human henrt, tpgati] infnrnaHtlon 
refpcfling ihofe who have beneiitcd. mpEikind by 
difcoweries, pr enlightened them by knowledge, 
we roean, as far as poOiblc, lo gtvc a fliort bio- ' 
graphical account pf the voyagers and travr!l?'rE. 
iron) wliofe Uboura wc have fdc^ied the Tubjeit 
of our volumes. 

TlichillOry of the illuftrious name witfa wLJcIi 
we coinmchcrt oar Work, is To conncScd wilh his. 
voyages and difcoverieS, that it Is beft deiiiicatcd 
firoirt ihem. Oi the parentage and earl/ education, 
of Columbus, liitln ia authentically ](nown. He 
waa born at Genoa in 1 442 ; and wilt ever hf^ cab 
of the moR diflin^iiifheil honours nf that ll.iie. 
His father, u is fuppoTed, was a wool-coiubpr, 
and that himfelf was at firftdnilined for the l*3nie 
occnparion. Be that as it may, il appears, ihac 
he fludied matliemaLics wilh atiiduity nnd ruccefi 
at ihc uuiverHty of Paria ; atiii ibis ttiiA.-^ , ■6^^•t^- 
wards carried into aft'mti, by xVit ^i^^Jo-^'^ «^ "^^ 
vignii<jo, Isd him tu farm vit.-^-t c.t,'Cvu.-o& •='\''' 

Vol. J. 
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figurt of the earihj tlian any of Itii contempora- 
lift, snd to extend the bouadaries of knowledge ■ 
and of tiie world. ' 

The corrcfl idea this great miiifl had conceived 
of the terraqueous globe, gave birth to hisdefignj ■ 
but the imperfection of all the maps then lo bo I 
confulled, made him mlflake the objeft. He pro- ^ 
pnfcd to find a nearer pallage to the Indies and 
Chin3^ by TaiUng wcftward. Venice and Genoa, 
at that time, engrofled almoft ihe whole tratle of 
Europe; «nd, in confequence, a rivalry and jeal- 
oufy, which had given rife to fiequent wars, al- 
ways exitlcd between ihem. Visnice, however, 
maintained her fnperiorily ; flie had drawn to 
herfclf nearly the coljedcd commerce of thq Eafl, 
which had been hitherto carried or by way ot 
Egypt and the Red Sea. 

As Columbcs was a native of the rival ftale, it 
is probable thai a fpint of pslriolifm ■firft animat- 
ed his views of diicovcriug 8 more direfl pairago 
to India ; atid, by that mtsiiis, of transferriitg this 
lucmtite trade to his owti Country. But limitl 
c»ulion, reinforced by incredulity, deprived Genoa 
of the advaniages intended for her. Columbus 
having difeharged ihe duty of a good citizen, by 
juaklng in vain his tirti propofal of prufecuting 
iitircoverics fur the benefit of his country, teh 
bimfell free from Ilie obligation which naiure 
l)3d iinpoCt-d on iui feivlcee. Hi^ next ap^ilioition 
was 10 the court uf France, but with no better 
fucccfs. Henry VII. (Iieo filled the throne of 
England; and to that prijice Coliinibustdilp^tcK- 
ed bii. brother Hsrtholptnew on the fame Imfipcig. 
This ill-t4icd adientutcr was Ciikcii snd piui^rier- 
*d by pirates oq hk pallige, and^ on hi* lu ti*al in 
Loadotif ttiM reduced to fuch ckUi^iDt; poverij^. 
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Ihil be couJd aot mike t inAicieqtlir dfoenl ip- 

pcsrJO^ toi^croxnd an auijfficcof thr kin^. Bat 
perlcTcring diligence focmi lo hire brcD cbamc 
triiftic ot ihU Jramiljr, Birtboiorticw, by (Irawnt:^ 
and fdlinf BUpi snd c3»iits. foon iCquirtJ (aOA 
TcpuiatifHi ; and bavlng «^aippeil htrurrlt" in a 
proper ft;'!e for gaining acctl's to the EngUih fcvc 
reigfii obtained this honour in llSS^ sac) met 
with iuch cncoiiragfflicnt, ibat lie aduiUj- entsr- 
ed into an agreement wiib Henry on bfhdtr of 
1)13 brother, le-rer^ y>art before Chriftophcr bud 
fiasllf (ecored a patron. It Is well known, how- 
ever, thai this couniry loft the honoot ihat vr»» 
pat within it; grafp. 

'While Barlbolomcw was roliciling the EngUni 
court, ibe great projeftor, his broihrr, hniJ made 
a perfonal appiicalion to the gavernment of For* 
tugal, where he experienced nothing biu ridicule 
and contempt. 

In fuperior minds there ii a firmners tliat rife* 
above ordinary difjippointments, aitcl in all projec« 
tors there is an enlhu(iarm,abroluicly iiL-ctlLiiry to 
give efficacy to their fchemee, Columbus was not 
to bedepreiTcd. He nowrepaircd toCaflile.and 
DiFeredhiB ferviceE toFerdiDstid nnd [fabrlla. For 
eight yr^r? he fiibmitttd to delays, to itifultn, nnd 
to the prefumption yl ignorance, till his patience 
■was at kll exhauRed ; snd he hud aft"«lly tnkrn 
leave of Cflftilc, in order to proceed to England in 
qceft of bis bioLher, with whofe fortune he wfli 
lotall)' unncqaaintcd. He was, however, utiex- 
peftedly- rccnlled by the qoecn, Ifobcllfl. at the 
enmeft importuciity of her confi.".iror j Blid her 
majefty was now prevailed on lo scc^dr tn tKe. 
demands of CoSutnbus, ati4 \o ^wia>&<.V..ts» '«viJt 
laoaey for his expciUtou- „ 
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TJie pallent projcftor was faifed to Ihc rjtnlt of 
admiral ; and it was flipnlaied thai all civil em- 
playmenls, In the iflands and cfHilincnl to be dif- 
eovercd, flionld be wholly at his rfifpofnl ; IbaChe 
fhoukl rmminaie judges in Spain for India atfiiirs; 
arid over and abovt: iLe fitlories and pcTqiiiliiesof 
adrniral, victrnj, and governor^ he fhould have a 
certain lliiire in the profitii of tbe foreign trade 
atid the dnmeOic imports from his difcoverics. 

Thefc [ireliiuinariea being ndjutiod, he repaired 
10 P.iliJ'i, 10 fnpdrlnlend tlie cquipiuetu of thff 
111 Je fl&i'i enittuied W hi? cojnmanii. This con- 
iidfd of llitce ioiM veffela, the Santa Marin, car* 
ryitig the admiriil'^ fijg; ilje La Pinla, command- 
eJ liy Miuti:) Aluiizo Finantii and the La Nina^ 
Cap!, Vincem Yantz Ptisiou, the brolhei of the 
former, b'llh naiivcs o( Palos. 

Tilt; fiflet being furni{hcd with provifions and 
necfiraripRj and manned with tiiEei>' men, fet fail, 
on S,iiutday, tlie 3d uf Angutt, ngi ; and, hum- 
lile US tbe Itreiigth and ec;uipinenl of this fijua^ 
dron WL^uld appear in modern limes, it tias !«d to 
more: irnpRiLnU events than any expediiion ever 
undfnakt"! by m:m, and was pregnant with the 
J'jte of both varlds. Next rnorning ihc rudder 
of the I. a Pinta broks loole, which dihtfict was 
jTiHi^ioftd lo have arifeii from (om^ who were 
averfa to the voyage ; but Pipjtjn, thccaptaic, be- 
ing an al- 't' ("eaman, foon repaired the daftiage, 
.Tiiii ihcy proceeded on ttieir voj^age till Taefday, 
when the roddcf again gave way, and forced the 
adnjirnl a frcond lltiici lo lie by. This accident, 
the fiiperlliEiouB and the fearful interpreted as an 
ill nmcii ; but Columbus rightly obferv^d^ that 
omttt coold be tvil tt-h<:re men vere engaged 
d ^ood deSgiis With foiUb difficulty, Ihey 
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fleered the i3ifab!ed ftiip as far as the Canaries, 
which liitydifcovered early on Thurrdayniorning, 

Here the admiral refitted and improved his 
fleet ^ and having laid in provilions, wood^ and 
water, fet fail from Gomera on ilie Gtli of Septem- 
ber, (landing to the wcftward with a light wind. 
In thtee days, they loA fight of Ferro, the remotell 
known iand; and apprehenCicn drew tears from 
numbers^ when tbey reflected that they mi»hE fee 
it no more. To cheer this dejection, Cokutnbus 
fet before his crews Ihe fure profpefts of wealth 
'and proipericy ; by his own condaftanimnled the 
dcfponding into new FJgDur ; and by a harmlefs 
arti6ce, which their general ignorance couid not 
dcte3, difguifed the progrefs they daily made, 
that tliey might not thrnk themfclvcs fofar from 
their natiie land, as thfy really were. 

But tinic was not lobe difguifed. On ihe 12th 
of September, bqiHg then one hundred and fifty 
Irflgucs weft of FetrOj the admiral difcovcrcd ihe 
body of a large tree, which from appearances had 
iollg: been floUlitl^ on the waves. Here he per- 
ceived a ciurient felling firoiigly to the north- ea ft j 
■and having advanced fifty leagues farther, for the 
lirfl lime, was fenlibleof the variation of the mag- 
neiLC needle, which increaling with his progrcfs, 
confounded and at^onlthed him fiill more, 

On the I'lih, the crew of ihe La Nina had been 
agreeably furprifed at the fight of a heron and a 
tropic bird J and nest day ihey faw the fea in a 
manner covered with green and yellow weeds, 
among which iheydilcovered aliix lobfter, which 
made ihem reafonably conclude they were in the 
vicinity of latid. 

Four days after, the cap\a\t\ o^ \.\\fi V-*'^'''^'^ 
being ff-Jiead, lay to for t\ic aiHVi\t\»M\i'vaW\'« 
B 3 
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Since ihdt period, Europe at Icaft, has bcrri 
wpiiilv ad^'ancing in all ihe arls tlial einbcUiflfr' 
and dignity lilc; and the lefearchcs and uar- 
rativesi of itie adventurous voyyger and tlie. 
curiQU!^ Itavclli^r liaV'c Ircqucntly amufcd the.' 
iuduleac, or iiiftruf^ed the incjuilitive. 

Man, indeed) as a citizen ol the world, feels 
a natural intereft in slUJiat concerns liis f'el 
luw men. The rudeit iraits oi ieacure or of 
character, in diftant nations, ftrve to excite 
him, by fingul^iiity ; ovta lolace liiiTi, by cpm- 
pariion. He fnlers into ilie views ot iliofe 
who fiavc llrovc^ta entertain or injlrutl bim,. 
"wilh ii reUQl propyrlioocd to Ihc dajigcis they 
bave encountered, or tlie diligence and rcfolu- 
tion they have difplayed; and hence, of all 
Iludies, tlQt abfulmcly necellary to hiS WcH- 
being, in a (late nf polilbcd Rjcietyv none arc' 
more cheriflicd tban thofe wbicli combine no- 
velty with iiirarmation, through the medium ■ 
of Voyages and Travels. 

Of ibefe, our own country has produced a • 
luxuriant and valuable crop; btit whatever 
merit partictdar wuiks ol this kind may have 
Uiere ib rw general colleHioii ihal is not be 
C<tme^cibfolcii? by tune, or unpcrl^-'tlby fubfC' 
queni difcovehfs. The cirly accounts iranf. 
tiiiiied to us, aie pcthapii, It-Is chargeable with 
intcntiunijl f«n.icy than unavoidable igno' 
wnce. When Icience was at a luw ebb in 
general, it cannot be fuppofcd, (hat the ime- 
FcHed adventurer, or even the diligent en- 
fairer, ii-as aJuays able to dil'ciinnnaie with 
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exaftnefs, orto record with fidelity, Muct]^ 
therefore, that has been accumulated by for- 
mer aflidutty, wili be defervedly rejefled by 
modern tafteand learning. It is only repeat* 
ed touches that can product; any thing like 
perfection; and though fome of our predecef- 
fors have dyne all tnat cirCumftances would 
allow, fubfequent examination and discovery 
have proved, that much ftill remains to be 
done, to gratify the judicious, and to pleal'c 
the curious. 

Purchase's Pilgrims, oF antiquated date, 
were fuperfeded by Churchill's, Collec- ' 
lions. Harris's might be confidered as a 
rival publication of the latier. Astlev^s 
Voyages and Travels followed. Thefe are 
the grand works, on this fubjeft, in our lan- 
guage, which can be named in a coHe£tive 
and refpcEtable light; and the lad of them 
was publiftiecl upwards of half a century ago* 
Since that period, rtngle Voyages and Travels 
have been multiplied to an amazing degree; 
and as the lall enquirer, has always the beft 
chance nf obtaining excellence, and of conrfe 
hii Lifedall the new lights and difcoverics ; 
whaievt'r relates to manners, to foil, to cli- 
iridtc, to produce, to natural or artificial 
curiofities, are moll advantageouUy viewed 
through the medium oi recent publications. 

But the espence attending the piirchafe oE 
a complete collettion of fcauered .works on 
the fLibjcit of voyages and travels; dvtvvisv^ 
they w'ould confucuc to ie.a.i vi^cxo. Tsi\\ -a.-^* 
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but in the rooming, they faw ii vani(h into bit, 
nnd defpondcncy and difaffeftioii rcuirned. The 
fleady intrepidity of tlie admiral fliJl enabled him 
toperfevere. In three days mnre, ihe currents 
became inc-gular; and gulls and flying fi(h fur- 
rcMJQdcd lite ihips in abundance, 

Tbe appearance of birds at intervalsj during 
this hazardous voyage, was a cireumftancc pecu- 
Jiarly fartunale, as it kept hope alive, or revived 
it when alraoft cxtinfl. On the 3d of Odober, 
having 3g;*in loft fight of thofc wclcortic vifitere, 
ihc tflsrlnersconjeaorcd they hnd pafTed between 
fome iflaiuls, and eArneflly Ciiir^Rled the admiral 
to dire<5t his cowrfe to one fide or the other, iu 
qneft of the land which they imagined had been 
left. Being nnwilling to lofe the favomrable 
brffze ihat carried him to the weftivard, or to 
leffcn the reputation of hia undertaking by a dcre- 
liflion nf hia objeft on ihe ftiggetlions, or by the 
mcnacfis of otherSf he abl'ulutc]/ refuiVd to com- 
ply. This fortitude, inflemJ of infpiring confi- 
dence, as it DUghi, obiained iheapjipilHtion of oh- 
flinacy and madnEfs; and the failois wereadiially 
on the point of taking fome dcfperate refolution, 
when a ilight of [parrows and other birds from 
the wefl once more alhiyed tlieir impetiiofity. 

Some imperfefl lignfi of land appeared on the 
yih of Oflober; but dif^ppointment liad forften 
fiicteedcd lo expettaiioLi, that no one would ven- 
Hire 10 pronounce it, ihcugh a penfion of ihirty 
crowns for life bad been proniifed to him who 
fliould Grit defcry land. TheNina, however, be- 
ing the heft failer, and confcqiiently ahead, fired 
A gmi, and hoiftcd her eoloiits in token of ihia 
agreeab)c discovery ; but the farther they advanc- 
edj the more thty vrcTi cominctA ot \iit iiytc^- 
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tiot). Nejtl day, large flights of fea-fowl and 
Anall-taod birds confolcd xheio fortbedirappDiot- 
menc; and Columbus being fully perfuadr.d, that 
th« latter could not take very diClant excurGocs, 
in imitation of the Portugneie who had difcover- 
ed many iflands by following the djrc^ion of fgcb 
birds, altered bis courfcj and flood to the iouth- 
weft, after having run fcven hundred and fifty 
league* to the wpftwjrd of the Canaries, 

Notwithftanding his adoplion of a plan fo fre- 
quently attended with fuccef^i, the continued 
Tilits of ditFerent kinds of birds, and a fealiblc 
change in the air which became impregnated with 
fragrance, the aflifnofity of (he crew was now 
ralfed lo the higheft pitch;, and a florm wa* ready 
to burft on the commander, which woujd have 
overwhelmed (hero all in ruin. 

The event of the llth^ however, ferved to con- 
vince thr mall obAinate and incredulous, that land 
could rot be distant. On this day tlie admiral 
difcovered i green rufli and a large rock Ath^ and 
the crew of the Pinta took up a ftaff curinufly 
■wrought, together wiih a fmnll board, and ob- 
ferved abundance of weeds newly wafhed troni 
their native bankR. The people of the King too, 
had the pleaTure to perceive a thorn branch load- 
ed With red berries. 

Beitig now affured of the vicinity of land, "ihfl 
admiral harangued his m^n at night, leniinded 
them of ttiegoodneftiof the Almighty in granting 
theoi favourable weather, and exhorted them lo 
be vigilant, ss he c^peSed to fee land next day ; 
and, in addition to the penfion we have nar-ned, 
promifcd a velvet doublet !o diftingoifli tlie firft 
difcoVerer. He had fcarcely retired lo hi*i caWo. 

before he percsivcd, wliat fc&meAV.QV**:;*-^^^'*-'*'^ 
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Jbore J and iLia being pointed out to, ani3 obTcrr- 
cd by one of the mariners, gave nc* alacrity (o 
their cxrrtiona, and incrfafed their caiilious cir- 
ciimfpefiion. About two in the moirnin^, tht 
Pinta gave the lignal of land, wliicli was difcovered 
by a failor, at the diftance cf two (eagues. The 
penfion, however, was decreed to the ajmiralj 
who had previotifly difcovered the light. The 
lliips now lay to; and never was arisiely morear- 
dent than that which filled op the period till M 
morning. A n«w world was now about lo fslnt« ■ 
their eyes; and frigid miift that foulbej who reads 
this narrative, and cannot enter into the feelings of J 
Columbm, and participate in the joys of bis men. ■ 
TEie dawD approached: and difappointmeTit ^ 
was no more. They perceived ao il]and about 
fifteen leagues in lengih. champaign and woody, 
fupplied with deliciQUt ftreams, with a hrge lake 
in the middle. The Lnhabitanta were nnmertms, 
and fuppofing the fhips to be living creatures, ran 
down with atlanilhmcnt to the (hare. Meanwhile 
tbe Spaniards were inflamed with an irrcfiftible 
curiofity to afcertain the circumflancesof thi»in- 
terefting difcovery. The veflels were fpeedily 
broaghtto anchors the admiral landed in his boat, 
well armed, with the royal Randard dlTplayed. 
Hi* twoc3plains proeecdcdalfuin their refpeftiv*! 
boats, with thedifttnguilhingepfigna of this grand 
enterprise. 

Having reached the land, thcy fcnelt down* 
thanked God, god ItiCIcd the earth with tears of 
joy. The admiral now flanding up, named the 
jfland St. Salvador, now Cit-lfland*, and tool' 
polTcffion of itwith thculualiblcmnitiesfor ihei 

* One of the Baliamu. 
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I CaLholic MajeAies. The ^Spaniards now recog- 

I nizeii him as admiral and viceroy; and To extc^ 

nuate their airraats andinruluiii thecourfe of the 

voyage, implored his patdoa, and fwore a ready 

obedLcDce to bis coiiiniands. 

A Dumber of Indians wilneQed ihefe Iranfac- 
liona^ axid appearing to be a limple leoS'eiilive 
people, Cclumbus, lo ingratiate himfdf with 
them, dilttibuted fotac red capSi, Aritigs cf glafa- 
beads, aud other trifles, which llie^ received witb 
tranfpoct ; 2nd wbea be returned to his Ihip, the/ 
falluwed bimia canoes witb parrots, C^iua cotton, 
javelins, aad other prDdu6iions of the country, 
which they bartcrt^d for European toys. The na- 
tivp* were of ap olive coiPpJexioD, middle fialure, 
iLlid well-formed, Their hair was black, lank, 
snd thick, generally cropt above theear&, though 
itimc had it done up like the trcfl'cs of women. 
Their coufitcnan*«8 were open j aud except that 
■ their foithcdds were too prominent, their features 
niight be efleemed regular. Sotne of them were 
painted bla^k, ubite.iind red ; but males as -well 
as femaleji a^^'arcd in the limplelt guife of na- 
tare. Being pf,rledly unacquainled with the pro- 
perties of iroii> they handled the edge of a naked 
l\vordi iiiicunfcloua of its power of harm. They 
had marks, liuwcver, of war, ihaC peA of civilized 
;i5 wull ad fai-age life ; and being interrogated by 
,iigD8 how iliey came by tlieii fears, they anfwered 
ii) tlie fame manner, that they had reccii-'ed them 
ID i(]cii own defence, when repelling the aggrcL- 
fiojis of liie inhabitants of other iCaudB that wish- 
ed to enUave ihetii. 

Next uiorciing. a great numbcrof Iniii4v.sc?Mti& 
on board iti rheir canoes. T^eta a^ii ^attAta«Vl 
excav.ilij]^ l/jc trunk of a Uec.a^i^ *"^^ \Q-«tqi 
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fteerci the difabled fhip as far as ihe Canaries, 
which xlity di fcovered early on ThurrOay morning. 

Here the admifal refitted and improved bis 
flet- 1 j and having ]ai(t in provilions, wood, and 
waicr. fet fail from Goraera on lliefith of Septem- 
ber. Handing to the weflward with a light wind. 
la tliteedays they loll fight of Fcrro, the remoleft 
known Ian J ; and apprehenHcn drew ttars from 
Burabers, when ihey reflefled that they might fee 
it no more. To cheer this dejeftion, Columbus 
fei before his ciews the fare profpefls of wealth 
and profperily ; by his own condu^ animated the 
tlefponding into new vigour ; and by n harmlefs 
artifice, which ihfir general ignorance could not 
deLetij dilguifed the progrefs Ihcy daily made, 
that tSiey might not think tbcmiclvcs fofar Trom 
iheir nslLVC land, as they really were. 

Bat time was nol tobedifguifcd. On lEic 12tli 
of September, being ihcp one hundred and fifty 
IcBgties Wpfl of Fcrro, the admiral di fcovered the 
body of a large tree, ^A'hich from appcarancei had 
loiig brreci floating on the waves. Here he per- 
ceived a current fetltn^ftrongly to ihenorth-eaftj 
and having advanced fifty kagtits farther^ for tlie 
iirftiimej was fenfibleof the varSalion of the mag- 
ntlic needle, which increaling with his progrefs, 
confoundctl and af^onilhed him fliil more. 

On the ]4ih, the crew of the La Nina had been 
agreeably fuiprifed at the fi^ht of a heron and a 
Iropic bird j atid nest day they faw the fea in a 
maiiner covered with green and yellow weeds, 
amnng which ikeydi fcovered a live loblter, which 
made ihem reafunatjl/ conclude they uteie in the 
vicinity of land. 

Four days after, \\ie c's^U'v^x <i^ 'Jor Va'^^-'*^'' 

bda^ El-head, lay lo fax l\i& ^.imwi^.*'"^'^'^ jj™ 

E3 



■n 



L I 

4 



DISCOVERT OF AMERICA. 



FIRST VOYAGE 



OF 



COLUMBUS. 



CONVINCED that it gratifies the bcfl fc^ 
ingsof xhs human hciTt, togaininfofmatton 
reJpcdting thole who havf bentlitcd mankind by 
difcoveri^, or enlightened them by koowledge, 
■we mean, as far as pollibSe, CD give a (lidfl bio-' 
graphical account of Ibe voyagers and travellers, 
from whofe labouTa we have leleticd the lubjtdt 
of our volnmes. 

Thehiftory' of the illuftrious name wiih which 
■we commence oar wodt, is {o conneftcd with his 
ToyagcB and difcoveries, thai Et is beft deliiicited 
ftomihem, Of the parentage and early education 
of Columbus, Jitilti is autheniieally known. He 
■WB9 born at Genoa in 1442 ; and will evef be otic 
of the moA ditlin^uilhed honours of that llatc. 
His father, it is fuppofed, was a woot-couibcr. 
and that hirafelf was at firft defined for the farae 
cxrcupsiion. Be tb3t as it may, it.ippean, tl)»t 
be fludied mfilhcmatics with 3lTiduity and faccet^ 
at the uTiJveriity of Pavia ; aciii ^tet tv^X-j » '*"'^^^"^ 
wards carried into atl\Qn. 'Vi-y \Vt y^^^'*'^'^ **^ ^ 
Walion. led liira to fmm \a^.;.v ^^^^U''** *^^ 

-Vob. J. a 



3 FITIST TOTAGB OF 

Ugareof the earib, than any of hi* conteinpora- 
Ties, and to enlerd the boundaiies of knowledge 
and of the world. 

1'hc correA idea th'n great mind had conceived 
of the terraqueous globe, gave birth to hia defign; 
hut the tmpcrfe&ion of all the maps then to be 
confuUed, made hltn miflalie Ihecbje^. Hepro- 
pofed to find n tieaier pallage to ihe Indies and 
China, by failing wcflward, Venice and Genoa, 
at that iln]e> eogrofled almoR the whole tr^de of 
Europe ; and, in confequence, a rivalry and jeal- 
oufy, which bsd given life to frequent wars, al- 
W3)'8 exiflcd between them. Venice, however, 
maintained her fupcriorily : £lie hnd drawn to 
bcrfclf nearly ihc Calleftcd commerce of the Eafl, 
which had bce-n hitherto carried on hy way of 
Egypt and the Etd Sea. 

As Columbus was a nat!re of the rival Hate, it 
is probibEe that a fpiritof pafrioiifra firft animat- 
ed bis vicjws of difcoveriiig it mnie dire^ pallage 
to India j and, by that Ditan», of transferring ihis 
lucrative lr?ide to hifi own country. But limid 
caution t rein forced by incrednliiy, deprived Genoa 
of the advantages intended foi her. Caluuibu« 
having difchargcd the duty of a good citizen, hy 
making in vain his tirft propofal of profecuting 
tfifcDvcries for the benefit of bis country, feU 
himfcll free from the obligation which naiure 
had iii^pofed on big ffrvlces. His next ap|'3i<:atioxi 
wab En the court of France, hut with no better 
fucccfi. Henry V]l, then filled (he throne of 
.Englaadi snd Iq (hst prince CoJnn'bu^diipaicK- 
ed hie brother fSartholoipcwon (he fame hiilinclt, 
ThU ilt-luied ^dveciturer wSa tiikd 3\\t\ piiiuclcr- 
fd by pirated dn hiE palfage^, and, on his ^niv^i iq 
LtitnltJii, wai reduced to fuch extrenac govent. 
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that he could nol make a. lufficiently deeeni ap- 
pearance to d«iu3nd an audience of the king. But 
peTleveriiig diligence feems to have been charac 
tRriAicDf ihis family. BartholQRicw, by drawing 
and felling maps and charts, foon acquired fume 
reputation i and having cqaippcd himftilf in a 
proper [tylefor gaiqingaccefs to the English fovc- 
rejgn, obtained this bomoar in MSS; and tnet 
wiili fueh encouragement, th^t he aatisUy enter- 
ed into an Bgreenieiit witb Henry on behalf of 
Ijis brother, tevcral yssrs before Chriftopher hsd 
finally fccurcd a patron. It Is well known, how- 
ever, that tliis country loft ibe honour tbat waa 
put wilhiti its gfafp. 

While BariholoKfi-?? was foticiltng (he EnglJfh 
court, the great projeftop, his brother, had made 
a perfonal application to the government of Por- 
togalj where he experienced nothing but ridicule 
and contempt. 

In fnperior minds there is a firmncls that rifca 
above ordinarydifappointments, and in all projec- 
tors there 18 anenthuliafm, ahlblutely neceirary to 
give elficacy Co their fchemcs. Columbus was not 
to bedepreiled. He nowrepaired loCaflile^and 
offered his fervices to Ferdicand and Ifabella. For 
eight years he fubmilCcfl to delays, toinfuUs, and. 
to (he prefumptioii ul ignorance, till his patience 
was at hH ^xhaufted i and he had afluRlly taken 
■leave of Ciftile, in order to proceed lo England in 
qoeti of his brother, with whofe fortune lie was 
totally unacquainted. He was, however, unex- 
pefleiUy recDlled by the queen, Ifabella, at the 
rarncft importunity of ber confetfor; and her 
majelly was now pisTnlled on to acccA^ v^ "i^t^ 
demands of Columbus, audio tuin\fti Vvav^'^*^ 
jaoiicf for Ina expedition. ,_^ 
Bl ^ i 
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The })atienl projeflor was raifed to ihe rank of 
admiral ; and it was fiipulaled that all tivil em- 
ployments, 111 the ipeuds and contiticni 1o he dif- 
covered, Qiotild be wholly at his ciirpolal ; that he 
ftouid natniDBCe ji^dgcs io Spain for India afTairsj 
aii6 over and above the ffiJuTies and perqtiirues ot' 
admiral, viceroy, and governor, he Jhould have a 
certain fiiare in the prcfits of the foreign trade 
anti the domcftic imporis from his difcoveries. 

Theff preliminaries being xdjufled, he repaired 
to r.ilns, lo fiiperintcnd tie equipmeiii of ths 
lii;le dRtt entTUiled to lii; command. Tbis con- 
fiiiet] ot xlnee ixaM veifels. ilie Santa Mnria, car- 
rying t'le atlmi[.ir.> flags i^!»e La Pinta, cominand- 
ed hy NLrtiii A)aaz'i P'taiiau ; and the La f^jlna, 
Capt, Vmctiii Yanci Pinzon, the broiherof the 
iormvij b ilh lUlivx^ ol Palds. 

The fleet being furnilhed with proviliona_an4 
iiecFltarips, nnd rniinnF,d willi nlocly men, Cct fail, 
oiiSmarday. tiie 3d uf Aiigtitt, nyi; and, hum- 
Jlilc ai the Jirci^gth and cquiinnenl of this fqua- 
tiron Wuuld iipp£ar jn modem times, it h3& ltd to 
mi?re imporiain events Iban any expedition ever 
Hnder'akeT hy tnnn, and was pregnant with the 
ijTc of Uo'h vorlds- Next jnorning iht nidder 
pf the La PipLa btokp lonte, winch difiiftcr was 
riippoft*! 1q lisvc ^irifen trcm fome who were 
avrrrfc to thcvovflge; but Pifizon, thccaptaiB, be- 
jfig 4n alV ("Mman, (aati repaired thr damage, 
fimi ihey proctcdttl on Uieir voyage Till Tucfday. 
_i*|i»p the ryddrr again gave way, and forced the 
fldnilrnl a fr-coiid tir.ic lo lit- by. This accident, 
J|ic fLiprrfiitioii* arid thft fcarfi:! inlerprRlEd as an 
iHomfHi but ColutnbMS rtghily obfervcd, iliat 
.po ortKo could be ei'il where men were eiigjc^ed 
in a fiood dcfigu. With fouae difficulty, they 
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fleered the difahlea fhip as far as the Canaries. 
which ttiey difcqvered early on Thurfday morning. 

Hc^rc the adoiiial re£Ucd and iinprovcd his 
fleet i and having laid in provilions, wood, and 
Water, fel fail from Gomcra on the 0th of Septem- 
ber, AandiQg to tbe weftward with n ligtit ivind. 
In three days they lo[t light of Ferro, the remolell 
known land; and apprehenficn drew tears from 
numbers, when ihcy reflected that they might {cc 
it no more. To cheer this dejeftion, Colutnbus 
fef before his crews the fure profpefls of wealth 
and prolpericy ; by his own conduft animated the 
delponiling into new vigour ; and by a liarmlefs 
Ertificf, which their general ignorance could not 
dcteS, difgnifed the progrefs ihey daily made, 
that they might not think thenifelvcs fo far from 
their native land, ns they really were. 

Bm time was not to be clifguifed. On the 12th 
of September, being then one hundred and fifty 
leagues weft of Ferro, the admiral difcovered thfi 
body of a krge tree, which from appearances had 
long^ br;cii 6o3ii:)g on the waves. Here be per- 
ceived a cunent fetUngftroiigly to the north -eflfl; 
■3Tid having advanced fifty Icaguts farther, for the 
■firfl time, was fenilUIcof thewarialipn of the rnag- 
tieiic ticedle, which incre^ling with iiis progrerSt 
Confounded :ind afionifhcd hina flill more. 

Orilhe 14lh, ihe ere* of the La Nina bad been 
agreeably fuiprifcd at the fight of a bc^ron and a 
tropic bird ; and nest day (hey faw the ten in a 
ftiflflder covered with green and yellow wcedf, 
among which they difcowercd alive Loblter, which 
made them reafonably concUide they were iu tte. 
vicinity of land. 

Four days after, the capUitt <iC iV»e\-*^^^ 
being a-he3dj Jay la for \hc a'ica\t!ik«>wi.\'ft^** 
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; i lefs of Ms commands. Thus abandoned by hi 

1^ men, he ordered the mafts to be cut away, am 

'■I the veflel to be lightened ; but as the water wa 

'' ebbing avay, all his efforts proved ineffedaal 

the feams of the ihip opened } and {he waa fu] 

of water to the deck. 

The other caraval feat the men and boat bad 
again with indignation and contempt; and tbi 
admiral, feeing no hopes of faving hts own (hip 
now carried his men on board the other. He thei 
difpatched melfengers to inform the Indian chie 
of his misfortune, and foticited his affiance. Tb< 
cacique condoled his difafier with tears, and en 
joining his men to obey the orders of Colam 
bus, by the friendly fervices of tbefe honeft fa 
Tages, every valuable was faved, and depotited ii 
houfes on Qiore^ and guarded with the utmol 
I fidelity. 

Soon after this calamity, the hofpitable prince 
whofe name was Guacanagari, paid a vifit o 
condolence to the admiral, and bewailed bis ]o( 
with the moft amiable fenfiMtity. He told bio 
he might command his whole fortune, prefentei 
him with feme vizors enriched with plates o 
gold; and obferving with what avidity the Spa 
oiards regarded that metal, promiled to procari 
« quantity of it from a place called Cebao. Ii 
the mean time, a caiioc from a diftaot iflant 
brought plates of gold which they exchanged foi 
fmall bells; and the feamen in general carriei 
ll'-l: on a Incrative traffic with the Hifpaniolans, whi 

jfjf brought gold from the interior parts of the iQan' 

ij|; to barter Cor fucb trifles as pleafed their fancy 

'Jl' The mannrm of the inhahitants and the 

da&ions of the country were lb agtecay 
atiaiiral, that he refolved tu fctiVe a co\q-. 



vhivU hf maintaining a fricndlj' iotfircourre 
vnh ib". Indians^ and learning tbelr language, 
might be of futnrE beneEit to llie nailon he lei?- 
cJ. To purfuc this r&foluiion, he was encsu- 
TBgr^d by lUc voLuotary offers of foroe of his men 
mha fell info his views, and the cacique was uot 
a iicile pleafed at lEie profpeft of having fuch 
Tslaalile allies toptoieft bim fiom ihe boltile ii>- 
TdlJDua nf (lie Carilib^e Indians, a race of inhu- 
man canibals, whofrr^ueiuly molenrd his Qiorea. 
'i 'w fagacii^nf Cohimbvis. knew how to give im- 
ptirtdiuce iQ this idea : he ordi^icil a great gua to 
be 6ted a'g^iinll the Gde of the wreck; ft»d the 
iD^ianj Iccing the bulli^t penetrate tbc ^lies, and 
littn f^lt into [he Tea. regarded tlieir gucfls wilh 
ibe fame awr, anJ i|ie ticlic/ that tbey poiXeiTcd 
tlie thuridcr^of ^cat<:n. 

A lower wiw now condru^cd from itifi timber 
©f iIh: wtcclt, Jccmlpgly in compliance with iht 
ncix]Oe'sdcf)rci Bndhavingfurnillicditwitb pro- 
vilioni^, ammunition, and arms, he Icl't a garrifon 
cf thirly-lix rocMi, under (be joint command of 
thrte of his molt rrLiily dependants, whotn he 
warmly recojiimtinded Id the t'avoui; and protec- 
tion uf rhr king and hi« people. 

This bulinel's feitled, he cacifrd a few huts to 
be cre£led, and nanacil tlie pkce llie town of 
Nariviry. Ife then turned liis thoughts lowarda 
iipain, !eft fomc misfortune befalling the only 
iliip he liad Icfu he might for ever be ^irevenied 
from ptibli l)i i II g ibe iiircnverlEa he had made, 
Accordinglj", hiiving left the mod benevolent and 

}udiciom ()ire£tions fur lh& regulation of the co- 
ony'i condufl, be fe( fail from the port of Na- 
tif itjr on Friday rbe 4iti of ian-aw^ M.to.tt-<\'«^'fe: 
made fuch obCeivaliutVi as t&\^v ta^WNK.^"^ 
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to diflinguifli the harbpur in any future esptJi- 
tion, The wind being aijicrfe, tic made but 
liule way to tb? eallward. On Sunday cnontitig 
he fell IB with the Pino, Cspt, Manin Alonio 
Viiizon, who, as we have prcvioiidy mcntiomrtl. 
haddcCerted the adtnirg]. Pinzoci going on b<iKil, 
t^TQVC to exciirc his dcfertion by pretending that 
he had lofl fight of his eotiforls in Ihc fiighL 
Coluitibus wa& fenlible of the fallacy of hi§ prc- 
tenccs^ but lathcr than pjcjudicc Ihe common 
caufc:, difgaifed his fcntiments, and JiUcntd lo 
Ihe ftxeafci that were made. 

Pinzon, it feccns^ had failed to a river fifteen 
leagues caftward of the port of Nativiiy, where 
he had fpent lixtcen days in banering fur gold 
with the native;, and in tbii traffic he had been 
pretty fucceftful j but having diftributed one 
half among his crew, and retained ihe other him- 
lelf, he wiflied to conceal the amount. He after- 
■waiAi anchored near a conical hil), which ibc^ 
named MonteChriflo, about eighteen ieagueseaft 
of Cape Santo; but the weather innpediag hit 
farther progiefj, he went up a river in bis boat, 
•where he difcofercd gold-duft in the fand, and 
f :om hence gaveit the appel I ill ion of the gold-rivet. 
On the I3[h of January, Colurabus beWig near 
Cape Enamoiado, lie fetii his boat afiiore, where 
fome Icdians, armed with bows ;ind arrows, aod 
■with fierce afpefls, Icfmed drfpofed 1q make rc- 
filiiincc. They were, however, brought to a kind 
of conference by meao^ of the Salvador Hiiguifii 
and one of them venturing lo go on board I ' 
adtniraK appeared fo favage in manners and » 
drcfs, that the Spaniards reafqnably cnpclu 
'j6c was one of the Caribbct canmhils. "Vhis 
^viijff apfwacd. the int«njg'aiitins Oiiat-ww^-ya.' 
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to liitn by figns and 'words, was enlertalned ; and. 
dilffiKTed wiiti fuch in^gnificatit prelenU 3a 
loemcd beA fuiied to his t3{le. 

At the place where he landed, fifty men with 
long hair, adorned with plumes of parrot feathers, 
and armed, furnitrd a kind cf^mbiircadR ; end 
notwlthlianding the exliartations of their coun- 
trymaij, refufed to have any comnn^rce with the 
Spaniards; and even began to commence boCltli- 
ties, Though ihe Europeans were only feven ia 
ncmber, they cnei the favages wilti great inlrepi- 
d'lif, cut one with a fword in the buttock, aud 
ihot another with an arrow in the breatt, ou 
which the whole party fled with piecipii3liQa. 
Thcadujiral was not difpicafcd at this ikirmillj, 
an he imagined its event rnigbt tucresfe the fecu- 
rity of the colony left on llie coatl. 

Columbns, cuiitinuing his coUrt'e with ft filr 
wind, made fuch progrels that, on the g\b of 
FcbtuaTy, according to the pilot's reckdiiinj, 
they were foaih of the Azores; but by tbe sd- 
mirai'K account, which proved to be right, they 
were one himdred and fifty leagoe^ to the weft. 
The favotinblc weather which had hithefioattend- 
ed ihcni, nuw began to ciiange: the wind Incrf^aC- 
cd to a hurricane, and the biliovvs ran mountains 
high. For fome days, the vclTcIs were tolled at 
the mercy of the ftorm, dniing which ihe two 
(hips ft'paratedj and each fuppoiing the other 
had peiiflied, llie crews betook ibeinfclves loads 
of devotion, and the admiral vowed lo go on a 
pilgrimage to our lady of G\iadaloupe> biii the 
crew wcuL farthi^r: they fwore to walk barelbot 
in ibeir fliirts, la ibe firft church dcdit:aied v^ vV'^ 
virgin, thev could fin^. In vevti'^e.^s. ^"^^ *^''' 
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in fuchkindof fiiperflition : irfs the flronglidld" 
of i'gnorance and the laft which it tjuits. 

A fcarcity of provifions increafed their citt- 
mlty 'r and the fliip warning baliaft, was in dan- 
ger of being ovcLfet. For this laft defcft, liie In- 
pcnuity of Columbia dtfeovertid an exjicdicti(. 
He ordered h!^ cafUsto be filled with fea-waterj 
and with a view la iinmorialilj', even when on 
ihft brink of definiflion, hewrnlea brief account 
of his difcoveries on Iwo (kins of parchment^ 
which be wrapped in oil-cloths covered with 
wax I and having inclofed ihem ld two feparaia 
calks, committed ihem to tlie fei. 

T!ie ftorm contjiiued tiH the 15tb of February, 
when oi;e of (he fallors difcovered land froiu (be 
roupd top, which proved lo be Si. Mary, one of the 
Azores, where, atler four days fpent in incellifnl 
labour, t3i<-y came loan anchor, Th« irhabUanU 
of thii iflarid htinnancly ftnt frcjii provifioni oa 
boaid, and tfljij/ cornplimenls from their gqvw 
nor, who cXpiL-Htcl his jllonilhraent at ihc fuc- 
cefs of the expedition, atid ftemed to rejoice at 
the difcoveries that had been m^de. tiat were 
the natives Icfs fnrprifed, ihat the Ihip bad been 
ahlf; to weather a (torm of fifteen davs coatinU' 
ance: ihefc gave the admiral and his crew inti- 
matinn of an hermitage, in thevicinityj dejiientcd 
lo ihe biefled virgin, and at this tlicy refolved lo 
pRrfoim their vows. 

No fooner, however, had ihE boat and one 
Iialf of the company come oit Ibore lo ful(i] tlii« 
penance, and had begun their mahed proceilion, 
than they wer? mads prilbtiers by ihe goveinar, 
who bad plasitcd men in ambufli on purpofe, 
l^oJunlbos J-i;irifj^ w;titrd in vain lor tht; rtiuru 
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{atfcQ. foTne treachecy; and faiUng round a point, 
to gain a view f>f the liemiitnge, perceived a 
Dumber of Portugucfc enter ilic hcut, wiih a 
view, fi lie apprebeDdcd, of attacking Che caraval. 
The prudence of Cnlurabiis was od ita guard. 
Ht hoped la be able to iecutc ite PoriLguefe 
commander as an hollage, by mviiing him on 
board; belt finding he kept aloof, ihe admiral 
demanded the fcafon of futb an outrage on the 
Bpanifti catioBj and chre:at«ned theconftquences. 
The Porluguefc captain declared ihat what had 
been done was by the exprefs order of the king j 
on which Columbus fuppoTed a rupture had 
taken p!ace between the two crowns, and fwore 
he would never tjuit his fliip, lill he had taken 
onQ hundred prifonrrs, and defrayed the whole 
illand. 

He now returned to the port he had left j but 
□ext day the wind increasing, lie loll his anchors, 
and was forced out to fea, with no moie ihaa 
thiee able failors on board. The weather after- 
wards becoming mild, lie endeavoured to recover 
the ifland of St. Mary, which he reached on the 
3][l, Soon ailer a boat was difpatchcd to him in 
the governor';; name with five men and a tiotaT)', to 
enquire whence the (liip came, and if flie aanal- 
ly carried the king of Spain's coraniiffion. Jjeing 
latisfiL'd In tlicfe paMlculars^ they returned, and 
ordered the prifoners To be rdeafed. It [cemB 
tba otjj''fl nod ilie orders of Che PortogGefe were 
To fecure ihf: ndmiiMl's perfon j but this fchctnc 
\cas rendered, abortive by his prudei]t c;uilfot>. 

Cdiiimhns sgain fet fall wiih a tavmirahle 
wind; iutt loon anolbtr (empelt fivei\m"\V. V-.^^ ^ 
and he narroivly efcaptd ftxi^i-*' t?c\; uw v.\iK.tsAX^ 
,j/- /Jibon. JVtJvidncr, hu^VL•^c(^^^^^. ^^'^*^';^;— 
I Li.. I. D ^^ 
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him, anil with great exerlionSj be at laft ancbaiv 
ed in the river Tagus, On this he tUfpatcbed an 
exprefs by Innd to their Cachulic majcnies vitli 
the news of his arrival, and another to the kinj 
of Portugal, requeuing bis permiUion to aDchw 
before the city. 

On the dth of March, aa armed boat carnal 
aloo^ Bile of the admiral, and required him m 
give an accauiil of himfelf to ihs LiogB o£QcerSi 
as wai cu£laaiary on ealering that liver, Ths 
i'^iiLt of ColumUuii would not Tuifcr him lo fub' 
Riit to this i adigui ty. As Ihe king ol Spaip'i 
admiiaJ, he ^ave thetn lo undcrtiantl, ibat iie 
could not comply, The Portuguefe finding him 
i:eiolute> deoJi^nded a light of the Sp^nilh mo- 
n;irch's letter: tbis was rc^tdily produced; oa 
■whith a ftiitabls report bcjjig made, ihe gom* 
rounder imioediaCely came on board with nuilita- 
T)' niufic, and many expreI5ons of friendly coht 
gratulation. No fooner was the oatUre of the 
voyage blazoned in Lilbun, than the ^hule river 
Wii covered with bosts, The Iitdians and the 
pariicuiars of tiic dilcuveiy were ifrefiftiblc dop 
vcliie* and 3t{r2£tioi3i. The ktBg hitnlelf fcut 
preTLnts of neceffaries and refrcfhraentB, accom- 
panied with telicitalions j and detired to fee 
CoEumbus before he left his domitiions. Thead- 
tniral at lirll hefilaled ; but reflecSing that the 
two nations were at peace, he at iaft acceeded ta 
the fovcreign's reqiieft, and waited on his majef- 
Ky at the palace of VAlparaifo, about nine leaguei 
from Lilbon. The king ordered all the nobiLitf 
of Ilia court lo advance and. meet hints and when.' 
the admiral was intri^duced into bis prefeactu 
\e /DljJled on hh being covcrcdr and ftllJag 
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ttlies with appaTcnt pleafurc, he oflfercd lo fap- 
ply him with wLatevcr he flood in need ofj 
thoQgh he CdUld not help obfcrving, that the right 
of coaquefl belonged to him, as CoUirnbiis had 
firfl been in the fervice of PortngaL The admi- 
ral raodeftly afligncd bis reafons for he'ing of a 
differfnt opinion* " It ia very well," replied the 
Iting, " juftice will doubllefs be done." 

Cotifiderflble offers were made lo re engage (hi 
admiral; and every honour and di^inQion was 
paid hltn. The king even feni to inform him, 
after the interview, that ftiould he be dirpofed lo 
travel EoCaflile by landj every accomnsodaiion on 
thf road ftiould be provided him. Columbus, 
with fultable acfenowlcdg merits, declined ttiia 
flsttering offer; and felting fail from Ufbon, 
came to an anchor in the port of Falos, on the 
l5lh of Mnrch, after an abfence of mote tbaii 
feven months. 

The people attended bis landing in proceflion ] 
and thanks lo the Almighty, for hia proicftion, 
were mixed with admiration of the hcto who had 
fuccefafullyencoiintcred fomanydaiigers, and laid 
open new regions, of which, however, the import- 
ance could not even beconjeftured. £y this time^ 
Pinion was sriived jo Galicia, and was eager to 
carry the (irft news of the difcoverics to court; 
bnt being forbid 10 proceed without Hie :tdmirdL 
under whqfe Conduit he failed, tiic rcpillfe mide 
foch an ifppreifiqn on his mindf that he fell Qfck, 
and returning to his native place, ia a few day* 
brMthftd his laft. 

Meanwhile Colnmbug fet out fot Earctlonft, 
iwhetc the court then relided^ 4>^A \i\* •«\i.^'?»_ 
journey oitghl t>e conapaved to ^ Wvmsi^^. 
raaks eocked roiiod him, eagti xq ^^c. vV^s, ss»v™ 
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pid adventurer, and tbe Indiaai in Us traio. He 
leacbed Barcelona about the middle of April, 
and new difiia^ions awaited him. The Sxeels 
coold icircelj contain the crpwds that prefi&d oq 
hun; utd to heigbten poblic cnriofitj, 1^ pro- 
doffioDt of the Dcw-difcoveced regions insre cv- 
Tied ancovered. To do him more figoal bononr, 
their majefties radeied their rOTal throne to be 
placed ID public, on which thef fcat^ tbernGkyei 
under a canopy of cloth of gold. When the adt- 
miral approadwd to kiii hands, tbejr ftood np^ 
and caufed hioa to be feated in their prefeiuxi, aad 
treated him a< a grandee of the firft clafi. Cqp 
lacnboj then recited the principal particular* «f 
bis voyage, the difcoreries he had made, and the 
bopei be entertained of finding fiUl more import- 
ant acceffioos to the dominions of' Spain. He 
ihowed tbe Indiana as th^ appealed in tbeir na- 
tive climes i and difplayed the riches of tbe new 
world. Having finiibed bia ngnative^ their ma- 
jefties kneeling down, thanked God, with tears 
of graiitode, which aS of devotion was immedi- 
atclf followed by a grand Te Deum. 

Never wii man treated witb more faononr and 
difiin£tion than Colambos at this period. In tbe 
king's excnrlions' ronnd Barcelona, he kept him 
always by bis fide i an bononr which had never 
been conferred but on prinoes of tbe blood j and 
which, perhaps, was more invidious than defir- 
able. 

But the regard of their majefties for the admi- 
ral was not confined to nnfubftantial forms: be was 
f [ratified with new patents, confirming and., en- 
arging bia former privileges j and extending bis 
vicerofalty and command oyer all the countries 
£c bad diicovctedt or migltiX &\tccn«E V&. f»k:oi«. 

'To 
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.lie more the fuccefs of chia cipcditlon was can- 
isffei, the more tniportatji it appearrd ; and it 

was immediately tefolved, that ColutDbos lioold 
return with a powerfitl armament^ to profticute 
his difcoveries. Not fatisiied with this, the liing 
difpatched an atnbaifadDr to ?vps Alexncider VI. 
(D oblaiD his apoHolic laii^tDn to the rew do- 
minions, and ao exclulive title to future difcove- 
ries io the fame quartet. The holy father made 
OD dLfficulty iQ complying with this requed ; and 
as if he had beea lord of (I>e worldj drew a line 
frpcn pole to pole at the dii^ance of one hundred 
leagues to the weftward of (be Azores, and be- 
flowed this exicniive trscii of the globe on ijjeir 
Cathotic majellicB. Such viai the original lillc 
of Spain to Aincfica, fuperaddcd lo the rigiit of 
difcovety. In vain ftiall «e trjice tht foiindalioti 
of either, to validity, froin religion orjullicPi but 
ambition, intrenched btliind power, h fatisfied 
with the femblance of truth. 

At this moment it is a queflion undecided, if 
Europe loft or gained more by ihe difcovery of 
America, or rather by colonizing it. Columbus., 
however, will ever enjoy the pre-eminence that is 
due lo faperior penetration and perfeveratice j 
Qor can we coDiemplate hin homr'ne and en- 
lightened condud in generalj without payin|; 
him Ihe tribate of our praife. 
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SECOND VOYAGE 

OF 

COLUMBUS. 



THE fame and merita of Columbus already 
maile the malignauC pafTiona of jtalouly and 
envy rankle in the brails of Ibofe wiio had op- 
pofed hisfirigin^l plana, or wifhed to detrffAfrom 
hie faccefs. Bu( all tliofe emtitions were for thf' 
prtfent flifled f and the iieceflary ineafures be- 
ing concerted for tbe profecution of tus future 
undertakings, with aaadivity proportioned to the 
obje^s in view, in a ftiort fpace, a C?et of fcven- 
leen veflels was equipped, Ilored with provifions, 
impiemenU for improvcraeni*, and commndiiie* 
for traffic. Mjtiy arlizans and labourers .vcre 
engaged ; and fo great wfls ihc thirft of gold, thqt 
inimberflwerdlefiroiKofenteriagiutothisfervice, 
beyond what could be accepted. The admiral 
refiridted himfclf to fifteen hundred pcrfona of all 
dercriptions^ and hdvitig taken on board fotne 
of the moft ufet'ul European animals, fel fail 
from the road of Cadiz, on the 25lh of Septem- 
ber J-ipa, and immediately flood fw v\\t ^^■wsi-^ 
JflandSj where he intenAeA la ^aV& vt\ \e'^^p^; 
laems. He arrived at Uas Oia&i Cvaw^ ^'^\ 
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2dof Oftoberi and on* the 7ih conliaafrd bis 
voyage for ibe Well Indies, as they were now 
C3]l(;(l, in cpTqtrsdiflinflion to the Eaft. 

A profperpus gale attended lEicm for four hun- 
dred It-agucg to the wcilwarcl of Gomera ; nor 
did ibey fall ]'i with any of the weeds, which 
had been fo plehlifui in ihc former voyage, On 
the 26thj at night, the mariners perceived Ihofc 
lights which tiiey call llic body of St. Eltpo, lo 
which they fatig litanies auA prayers, in full con- 
rtdence ihat no djnger would now cnfue from 
any (torm, liowever violent. 

On ihe 2d of Navember, a great alleiation m 
<lie u'jnds and Iky took place; and it pourtd 
down torrents cf rain. From this the admiral 
concluded tJiey were near land; cor was he 
wrong in his conjefture j for, at day-break, they 
defcried a high mount^iinouf ifland, about j'e* 
\en leagues lo (he wtftward, which he named 
Dominica, hecaufe it was difcovered on Sunday 
morning. Three oiher iHands were difcovered 
- in the vicinity ; when the people, airembliag on 
ihi^ poop, faog Sai've rt-giwat and teturned ih^nki 
to God for Iheir profperous voyage. The eaft 
tide of Dominica aifording no convenient an- 
chnrsge, ibey fttwd over to another ifland, which 
Columbus named Marigalante, from his oi»' 
fliip ; nuii landing, took poliTeilion vitb the ufu 
fblemnitief. 

He foon failed to nnolher ifland, vhlch he d> 
pnminaii-d St Mary of Guadaloupe, in conforr 
ty tp a pTomile nudf to ilie friars of a con* 
bearing l!iql namp. Allhe diflanreof (wolep 
ironi ihis fiicie, lh«y cfpied a very high roch 
Ja/ji.t/hg in ff poht. fjVill which gl.^tWc.i^T 

■ca/csife with proJ;gTous noiCe. Having 



fome men, they advanged to a kind of town, 
which WHS abattdoned by all the inl^abitatiis, ex- 
cept fome children, to whofc arms they tied a 
few preleolSj in token of amity. Here they favv 
gcefe, a variety of parrots, and fevcral Iruils, 
palciculaHy piueapplesof ciquifitc tafte afld fli- 
vour. They refrained from meddling willi any 
of thedamedlc Liteii^ls or manufa^ures^ that the 
natlve§ might conceive the betler opinioii of the 
morality of iheir vititcrs. 

Next day, the admlrAt fent two boats ailiore, 
to open, if poffible, fome communication with 
ihc natives; and the crews form returned wiili 
j two youjig men, who, it appeared, had been in a 
Rate of captivity. The boala, returning again for 
rameofthe people who bad been left behind, found 
liK women in iIieir<:otnpatiy, who had lied lo theii^ 
proteftiQn.TheretheadtniralprefetilcdwiLh beads 
and bells, and dirmilTed, contrary to ihclr iudin- 
aiion? i for tbey were no fooner l^adeil, than the 
Caribbees robbed tbem in (he fight of their I>tt- 
naf-adors. Nnxt opporicnliy they lud, thefe 
poor creatures leapt into ihe boat, aod iirplored 
the prote£li9r^ of the Spaniards, giving them to 
undrrtlatid/that theifl3nderiih3d<'alr'n ;heirhuf- 
bandx, and retaiiied them in ilgvrry, Tiicy were 
therefore brought on board, wlien they g«»c the 
admiral to tinderfland.that towardsthc tbdlh were 
inanyiClandsjindal^rgCcojitincnti at^dihcy point 
ed Oiil the lituation of Hifpaniola. For this Jlljnd 
Columbus would iotljcilly have proceeded, had 
not one of his captains and eight ihen been on 
fhore without Ifave. To recover tliem, he lent 
a party afh ore with mufquets and t.llmpct5^ ta 
give ihe fignal of recaK TtiV^ c-j.-^tJIitTi'*. ■^^^Q^"">-'ti^ 
unfucccisfuJ^ ha ordeTcd Con^ msa, mu^^^^ '^■^-'^ 
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tain Hoidca, Iq range the country, and to Itia&e 
flhifervaiions on its produce- They reported 
that iSey lound mafiic, aiocs, Tanders, ginger, 
franl;iiiccnfe, and abufidaflce of coKon ; that 
birds cl:' vsriows Tpfciea were in abundance, and 
that they croETed fevcral rivers^ fome of which 
were dei^p and fpacioua, 

While abfent on tliis excurGon, the ftragglers 
rclurnpd of lhf;ir own accord^ and faid thty lisd 
been bewildered in the wocdaj but to puniAi 
iheir prcfnmptiDn, the captain was ordered into 
irons, and Ihp men were abridged of their uTual 
allowance. Having made this example of ne- 
ccffafj* feveriiy, Columbus hsmfdf landed; and 
emenng fnme of the htmfes, found plenty of cot- 
ten, raw and fpun, and numbers of human IkullSf 
and bones Aifpended in baftet?. The natives 
fcemed to live and lod^e more coniforlably than 
any of rhofe he hud viliied in his firft voyage. 

On ilie lOlli of November, he failed In queft 
of Hirpsuiola, and palled an iiland which he 
called Mountrcmi, frcm its eiLtraordiuaiy eleva- 
tion ; the inhpbitanis of which, he learned, had 
been totally demured by the Caribbees. In his 
ijrogrt'fs, be paffed iflandsj to which he gsvc [ho 
refp'^'tVivc names of St. Mary Rodonda, Antigua, 
and Si Martin, near the lafl of which he cabi6 
lo an anchor; and, on weighing, found pieces of, 
Ci>ral adhering lo ihe fluke*. On accotiiil of bfld 
weather, he again anchmed at anothfr ifl 
■whcic thev fccnrcd fonr wompn and thref. 
Ten, and foop after fell In with a canoe 
•were four men SnU n WOaiatl. Thefc ftelr' 
efcnpe *as impraflicaLle, put themfelves 
pafiurt: iff ttefcrtc^ j and the female difchi 
a/TWir Willi fuch force, thai it aAviaVW 
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a flroog target. The canoe being acci^entall/ 
ovcrfcl, they betook thetnlehes lo r*imLiiing, 
and one of tlietn ufed his bow wiib gs inucfa dex- 
terity as if be bad been on lund. All the malea 
were euduchs, and had been caAratcd by ibe 
Caribbees to incrcaEe (heir tatncfs. 

DeparLiug from, theiite, Coltimbiis continued 
hia courft; ; leaving to the northward iifcy iUands^ 
to the largeft of which be gavf ihe name of St. 
Urfula, and to tbe reft that of itit Eleven Tiiou- 
faod Virgiiis, He then anctiored in a bay, an 
the well tide of what lie calJed St. John Bajitid, 
wL-jr£ the mariners caught plJi-nty of filli. In the 
Ticinity of ihe bay, they viliicd foiuc welJ'buik 
hoafeswiih a fi^uarc in front, and tanked on the 
£deB witb canc-towcrs, hsvio^ Ibcir tops inter- 
woven with greens. 

On the 14|h he Dfriveil la the bly of SamanA 
113 Hifpaniols, where he feat qn fliore opo of his 
lodiBQ natives, now a convert to Chriflisnily. 
who uljJei'took for the Cubmjflion of hia coantry- 
rnta. Prom thence he proceeded for the town 
of Nativity; atid, coming to an anchor in the port 
of Monte Chrilio, fome of bis men difcorercd 
twobodirsof men, with a rope about their neclu, 
fufpended on a kind of crols. This did not au- 
gur well i but wheihertbe Aifferers wcreCbrilU- 
aos or natjvesj they could not tell. 

NeiLt day a nmiib?r of Indiana came on board, 
with apparent confideni-E and cordiality ^ and, 
pronouncing feveral Spai.ifh word^, tbe appretien- 
lion^ of ihe admiral bfgfui tobcsllaycd. On the 
morrow, hawcver, his iloubts were at an end ; for. 
on anchoring nnar the town of N^itjvitr. (.iimx- 
Indians came along tide, lu^ ea'-'^tx*;.^ ^'^ ^' 
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by name, iirefeiiling a compliment from the ca_ 
cique Gu^icanagari. From them he had the ior- 
row to learn, that the greater part of his colon/ 
wa» dead, and the reft gone into dillaat couctries', 
Columbus concealed his fofpiclons, and diftnifled 
the meilenger with prefents for the piince. 

Ruin and defolation met his view, on entering 
the port of the Nativity ; the town was burnt to 
the ground, and not a foul was to befeen. The 
bodies of eleven Spaniards were difcovered, who 
feemed to have been dead a month. RumitiatiDg 
with regret and refentment on this difaftrous 
event, he received a vifit from the brother of 'the 
cacique, who informed him, that he bad fcarcelr 
failed, before the colony began to quarrel ; each 
perfon endearouring to amafs as much gold, and 
to monopolize aa many women as fuited bis ap- 
petite or his avarice; that having committed 3 
murder on one of their aflbciates, ten of them 
had retired into the dominions of Cauo&bo, who 
was lord of the mines, by whom they were put 
to death, and who afterwards deftroyed the town 
with all the inhabitants. He farther rq>refent- 
ed, that Guacanagari having efpoufed the caufe 
of ttirt Spaniards, was wounded in the confiid; 
and in confequence was now under confinement. 
'J'liis ftory exaftly tallied with intelligence re^ 
celved from fome Spaniards, who had been fcnt 
u]> the conntry to reconnoitre. The admiral 
therefore paid the cacique a vifit next day, and 
w.is received with every token of afFe£tion and 
concern. The prince repeated the melancholy 
tale with marks of unfeigned regret ; and dif- 
pLiyciH his own woimds and thole of bis men, 
M'lmch bad been received in defence of the fettle- 
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Ulsnt. Cornplinaenls of condolctice bting palTod, 
the cacique prd'cnled the acliiliral with eight 
flrings of wbitc, red, and green Hones, a flring of 
gold beads, a tegal crown of ilie laitie metal, ani 
three caSaba flies lull of gold diift, weighing about 
rwQ pouadj. In return for fucti valuable aiti- 
clest Colambns gave him toys to the amount of 
three teals, which he highly priaedj and thougti 
extreme]/ ill, infilted ou atieiiding his gueft to 
iUq Sect,, where he firft fa* fome horfes, wUh 
i"uipfLze. , He was atterwnrds inllrufted in the 
myit^ries ctt the Chrilliati religion, wblch, with, 
fon^e helitation, he ^nibrncedt 

The admiral being difgnlied at the light of a 
phice which had hanii (bci fcene of To many dif" 
a&f-rs, failed lo ihr eaflwjtd wlrL his whole flest; 
and pafling the (iiiall, :,,ifU3li plcai'ant jflss of 
Moiile Chiiflo, aiicl^ui;ed beri>re an Indian town, 
where hedeGgniMl to a plant a co]ooy. 

Huviog landed thale that were intended for 
fetlltfru.in u commodious plain, be built a tower 
.to wlv'^li iie gave, the appellatioa of ^^falieUa. 
TbB.ipot Jay under a riick, on which a fort might 
be enlily creded ; tlie liarbuur was larg?, and in 
the viciaitjj Tan a flream of excellent \\'alei', from 
which the town might cocvenieatly bcTupplied. 
At no great diitaoce, the mines af Cebao were 
i'»jijii lo lie. To afccf tgin ihJ9,. ii« adniiraJ dif- 
pjtcbcd a captain and fifteen men; aud ou the 
3d of Februarjr, he fent off • vdve ot hi* llij^a to 
CaHile under the command gf Anmuio de Torres. 
^iThe party fent to explore lbs country, inforin- 
f^.tJid admiral, lijat on ihe fecond day, they 
came 10 the pafa of aO almoft iiiarcelfibie iswi-'\a- 
tiin } and a the diAa.ace of t^t^f \e^-^>i,^u«."^ 
i;cadqaey by whom tbey >» tt.e; \i\)t^vVi.\iVj viic.*^"" 



i^ M 

^^^F- SECOKB TOVaOE OP V 

ed, On the fisth day, ihey reached the roiddfl 
of Ceboa, wlic.re thty s&nsWy law the Indiani 
collcding gold from a fmall river, as they after- 
wards did from many others of the fame p 
Tince. 

This gralefol inlclligein^e afltf^ed to revive 
the admiral, who had experienced a fit of lick' 
iicfs from faiiguej and on the 12lh of March he, 
fet out for Cebao, well attended by raen on foot 
and horfcback, leaving, however, a ftrong guard 
under the command of his brother, Diego Co- 
lumbus. This precaution he took in coafe- 
quence of a confpiracy which he had dcte^Sed 
snd quelled on board, and likewife to fecare the 
feltters from any ludden altack. He took fuch 
necelTbries wiih him as he judged proper to 
build a fort in the province of CebaOj for the 
pToteSio)] of tUofe he meant to leave there to 
gather gold ; and to iutimidate the nativea, he 
marched lits people through their villages ia 
rank and Aie with armft and accoutrements^ 
truropelB founding, and colours flying. The in- 
}iabiCants feemed to have no idea of private firo- 
perty: they endeavoured to make free with 
whatever pleal'ed their fancy, and (Iiewed fur- 
prize at meeting with a. repulfe. The whale 
way was agreeably diverJiHed with plcafanc 
xnountainB, covered with wild viu»r and rari* 
out forts of fragrant trees. 

On the l4lh of March, the admiral procee^ 
for the river of Ca-'^s ; and foon reached anoti 
to which he guv? ;3ppeUetion of the Gold 1 
ver, becaafe here be wifcovercd fome grains of tl 
pKciam metal. Having with fome difiicuUy pai 
tb/f large volume of water, be found a can6q| 

^bJe towa with the dooEsbamCft^w^^^^^ 
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with canw. He entered tlie province of Cebao 
OD thff i6th, which though not very fcnil^, 
yields plenty of grats, and is watered by rivers 
abouii'iing in gold. 

His firft attention %vas diire£t:fid to the building 
of A fore in the centre of the mines, and in a fi- 
taaciot) iiaiurally i^roii^. This fbrtitication be 
caMed ihecaftic of St. Thomas. It wa' gafrifon- 
ed by fifty-fix tued, under the conda^ of Peter 
M^rgftrite. 

Tbeadnrrll having communicatfd bis Inflro'c- 
itorts and advice to ilie gsrrifo ., Tct out nti hig 
reluiTi Jor Ifflbdia, wliere he fonnd cncumbern 
and tnelona riiTed from EuropesLi feedc, fitfnr \he 
table; and «rs of wheat, whkh had been foa'a 
only tu'o months, ripe and Iniuriant. ^'t iche» 
produced a crop in twenty.fivc dayE, and fu^ar- 
cjtnes bndded in the fame fp ace. Cokinibns faw 
and admired the fertility of the foil j nor were the 
climate and the water lei's agreeable to his 
wilhes. 

A melTenger arrived on the ift of April, with 
inleiligencp, that the cacl(]iie Caunabo was pre- 
pariDg to atcaclf the fort of St. Thnm;n!, To this 
ColumbuA gave little credit, as he did not fuppofc 
the natives had either rerolulion or force to make 
any imprcflioii on it ^ but viOiing (n leave every 
thing iu quiet, 'jefore he proceeded on farther 
difcoveries, he dlfpniched a reinforcement of fe- 
venty men. Mcanwkite he completed his town, 
which was regularly difpofed, and fupplied with. 
watar by an arrlficia] canal. Hf^likewilc reHilv- 
ed to fend ail the fiiperflDous hands back to 
Spain, European provifions beg,inw'R^Wi^'i'i\,^-^^- 
the healtJj of ieveral, m cm\(fti\uftn(:e, *'W^^''^^'t 
to dediac. The more robvift» V& osi'&tti. vo \r- 
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' .„ , ,h3t t^evrDigW"? .; diet. 

r^ if-^^^^^ "; demote ^P^'^^^tMh^ ^i^J^'** 

r. iron, f^'.f^tvvcs l>^ft.' "o It3belU> J 
rfVinaori T-tie It (one" ^ rj-j,c ad- 

P „,n3^ ^'^'^'Ttbe favour h« ^^^^^^ ^.^^ugM *>«* 

failed to*^"'' V-re be «3« '" Ired be»™ 
plenty «f 6"^'^. j^ sv,mbeT ot na^i ^ 

plong the "'^^ un"^*!'''^^ A ^i,nwcver, ° 
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nil basing fepaired bis ihip, flood over, a^Aia, for 
Cuba, dticrmlned to dilcover whether it *ai an 
iiland or a continent. The lame lime a youAg; 
Jamaica Indian requefied to accompany Ci^Lum- 
bus fo Spain j and, in fpite of the remonftrancfB 
of his coiinLrynien and friends, perJiHed in his 
refolution. It is needlefs to fay he mot wLlb a 
kind reception. 

Having teached the point of Cnba, which he 
denominated Cabo dc Sania Crnz, he was over- 
taken by a dreadful Aorni of thunder and light-' 
ning. He fiiund (he whole fea in this qnartet 
tnterrpcrfed with little Tandy iHands, which ren- 
der (he navigation VC17 dangRTous. Clofe ta the 
fltorej fome of them, however, were very plen- 
fant ; sad therefore he ftyled thero the Queen *a 
Garden. On tbefe, they Taw [carlet-cotoiiraJ 
craaea. abundance of turtles, and an tnEiiiite 
quantity of finging birds. The very air was iin- 
pregpated with fragrance, and the feofea were re- 
created with delighc 

la one of the rhannel)! feparaling ihefe inlands, 
they obferved fome fiiherinen in a catiocj exer- 
cising their vocation aTter a new and curious 
form. A firing being tied round the tail of fome 
fmall fiOies, called reves, which had been taught 
to encounter tbeir fellows of the deep, by cling" 
va^ fs[\ to them, both are drawn up together. 
The Spaniards faw them catch a tortoik by this 
meanBi il.< reveb^ing wound round its neck. It is 
faid thst Lhefe decoy ^Ihes will fonieiiineK attack 
Uiarks of the largcft lise. The Indians made a 
prefeot to the admiral of the iijli thry had 
caaght ; for which be gave tliem a fuitahle t* 
lufn. He now- began to \x w ye^X "w-wa 
proviSoiis; and his heaUK-sM tus^Oa "vck^vv 
t.3 
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ral having repaired bis (hip, flood over, again, fot ■ 
Cuba, determined lo difcover whelber it was an 
illand or a cotilinertt, The lame tiroe a young 
Jamaica Iiidian reqtii^lted to accompany Cnlum- 
bos to Spain ; and, in fpile of the renionftrancea 
of his couniryraen and tViends, perfifted in hia 
rerolution. It is necdle& to fay he me* with a 
kind reception. 

Having reached the paint of Cuba, which he 
denominated Cabo de Santa Cruz^ he was over- 
taken by a dreadfal ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning. He found the whole fea in this qnarfer 
interfperfed with Utile far^dy iflands, which ren- 
der the navigation very dangerous. CLofe to the 
ihore, fonne of them, however, were very plea- _ 
fani; and therefore he Ayled tiiem the Queen's I 
Garden. On thefe, they faw fcarlet-coloiiial " 
cranes, abundance of turtles, and an infiiiite 
quantity of finging birde. The very air was im- 
pregnated with fragrance, and the fenfea were re- 
created with delight. 

In one of the channels feparatlng Ihcfe iilands, 
they obferved fome jilherrnen iti a canoe, exer- 
ciCng their vocation after a new and cnrioiiB 
form. A liring being lied round the tail of fome 
fmall £lhes, called reves, which had be«n taught 
to encounter their fellows of the deep, by cllng- 
iag fall to them, bolb are drawn up together. _ 
The Spaniards faw tbem catch a torloifd by thii m 
mean&i lEn rcve being wound lound its neck. ItJi ■ 
faid that tbefe decoy fithes will IbmetimeB attack 
Hiarks of the largeft fize, The Indians made a 
prefent tQ the admiral of ihe filh they bad 
caaght ; for which he gave them a fiiitaW*. t«.- 
turn. He UQW bugati io \)e in ^■leaA. "*wciV ' 
proyincasi and his heaUVi^a* m-aOi^veo^w 
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hv fflt!gti«, and want of ftft, which he. could not 
>ciilLite lo enjoy amia fuch a dangerous naviga- 
lioti. 

On the 22d of May, Columbus landed on one 
of thcfe laiger, furrounding iflandsj. to which he 
gave the name ot' St, Mary, Hptc he eniered a 
tuwLi^ abandoned by the inhabitants j where he 
found nniliing but lilh and dogs. Continuing hia 
voyage to the north-eali, he became ftill more 
cmbarraffed by ih^ vafl rnmber of flats and 
iflands wLich opened in unvaried fucceflion to 
liis view. Wiih all his precautions, the fliip wa* 
frequently aground ; and feeing no probable ler- 
ipiii^itiou of the dniigefj^ he inceO'aotiy encoun- 
tered, be wns induced lo relinquiih his deCign of 
making ihr; circuit gf the iOand^ till he IhouTd re- 
tarn to Spain. 

The admiral now touched again at Caba. On 
this occafioa one of the mariners hsving afceod- 
ed a tree, fav about ibirty perfons armed with 
fpears ^iiid Haves called roacanasi and among 
thcnn one clad in awbiieveft, reaching to his 
ioees, and carried by two men drefled in a fimiJar 
manner, with complcxionB as f^ic as Spaniards. 
As tliefc IndiaiiK hafiily retired, Columbus pext 
day fcnl (tveral people on (Lore (o afoertatn the 
truih of thi* report, but without fuccefs, 

flortw; t:anoe$ cotulng off with a fuppSy of wa- 
te^ dQit prnvifiDnj, one of the Jndiaas v!As de- 
tained a* all interpreter ; on promife' however, 
of being let at liberty as foon as ht had given 
the iisielligence rei:|uired. From him Che adtoi* 
ral WIS given to underl^and, ihat Cub^ waa aa 
iOand J chat ibe king never dtignni to addrel* 
Ais fobjc&i but by ligns , and that ths furiouud^ 
jj}£ coaii was low, aud fu\l of UUu^ 
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N'cxt Hty Ihey fell In wilh Cuch a number of 
tUrLles, tliaL they adually covered the fca ; while 
the fun was daffctticd by a cloud of fca-crows. 
They likewife faw facli fwarcns of buKerfliea, 
that the face of day was obl'cuKd from morning 
till nfght^ when a deluge of rain fwept them all 
away* 

On the I3th of Jane, Columbus anchored ia ' 
an in^nd about thirty leagues ia circumfctence, 
-which he oamfd Evangelilfa ; and havhig wood- 
ed and wateted, ditefit^d his courlb foulbwardj 
but foot! found himfelf embayed. Returning to 
tlie coafl of Cuba, he flood to the eaAwurd ; and 
on ihe 30th his fhip ran aground, and ftuck fo 
f3&, that it was with great difTicuUjr and fbme 
damage Ihe could be got off. While in this vi- 
ciciilyj tbey were vilitcd by- an old cac'ique, dur- 
ing the celebration of mafs. To tliid fervice he 
feetned lo pay great aitentlon ; and, at its con- 
clalioo, t]giiili(f.d bia belief iii ilie exigence of a 
fupreme Bein^, the rewarder of viiLuC) and the 
punifher of vice in a future Hale, 

The admiral put again (o tea on Ihe iQth of 
July. The winds and rains confidprably incom- 
moded him at tirLl ; but as he approached Cape 
Cruz, he was overtaken by fuch a fudden flortn. 
that before the laila could be furled, the Ihips 
were well nigh overfet. Noi was Ihfa ftprm the 
only evil : Ihcy had alfo to contend wi4h famine. 
Providentially, Ifowever, they reacheil C;!pe Cruzi 
where the lodians fujiplicd thqjn wjih cafiiida 
breads abundance of fifii, and (lore of fruits. 
Thus refrcthed, (hey ttood for Jamaica, and 
cosltiug it lo the weflwaid, found it fornilhed. 
with excellent harbours, ani ie^\eXfc -m'wV vcloa.'f 
bit^n/5. 
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^^HOti the 'JOili of Auguft, Columbus mode | 
^^Hiiih iide ol HLfpaniolai near Cape TJberoc 
^^Bhich be then called Cape St. Michael. Su 
^^■ttcr, 4 caciquj: came on buard, who accosted hi 
^^By naiiir, and prunounced fome Sjianilh wor 
^^■r'>W3 rcL^ tb? end of the month, hiiving loll lig 
^^kr thi^ i)tl)?r two fliit)i under his comrnaadj 
^HenchofE^d near ihe illniid of AHo Ve!q. Here t 
^■crew killed eigbt feals, aod caught abuadaace 
^1 pig<^ons and oiher birdt, which beiog uoacci 
B tomed Id the cruelty of man, bad not learned c 
H PcceHity of flying from bis approgcb. 
B At Ihe end of (is days, ihp milling ihipjoiiM 

■ The admiral Ib^n coafled along Hirpania 

■ where they had a vicw of x fpacious plain, fo p 
F pulous.lhsl for a league it fccmcd to be ode ca 
I liiiQed city; and neaf it lay a large lake. H( 

the natives came On baarri i aud informed the 

that the colony at iCabella was well- Thiipla 

ing informtttioQ being received, ho difpatcU 

nine men acrofti the ifland, to inform the planU 

of his srrival on the coafl. Proceeding cafiwJ 

be Tent his boats aibnre for water, near a pJ 

iatK Town, whence the inhabicanti tallied w 

H bows and poilbncd arrows, to oppofe a lan« 

^r They even produced fome ropes, with whlcbH 

menaced to bind the intruders; but feelnH 

Spaaidrd^i advance without dlfmay, they ^M 

away their arms, and made a tender to the^f 

ra) of aJ they poiTetfed. ^H 

Obferving an uncommon fi{h of great ^H 

tude fporting in the waves, and ji^dgin^^^ 

other indications, that a llorm was appro^^l 

ihe admiral wiflied to find a place of fe^^^H 

anchor in } and had the good fortune >a^^H 

'i3 jilaad, Dcai the eafl ^zti of H\^'2&a\^^H 



by the natives A(3aina[iai. Here being flicltcr- 
cd, he obierved an edipfe of the eacon^ which 
was followed by a tempeft for focne days fueccf- 
fively. Having weathered the florm, and reach- 
ed the eaftETH point of Hifpaniola. he palled over 
to a little idaod, oamed Moiia by the Indian's ^ 
and ill Iiii paffage from thence lo SuJohn dc 
Borriqiien, he was feized with a peflilenliiil and 
lethargic feverj which foon deprived him of bi* 
memory and reaCoo. In this dilemmrt. his peo- 
ple relblved to proceed to Tfabella, where they 
arrived in five days; and the admiral recovered 
Ills fenfeB, on the fever leaving htm j but was 
long in a fpcble crtnvaldcent flaie. 

At IfabelLi he had the felicity of finding hi* 
brother Ennholomew, whoj on leaving the roorC 
of Engla'iJ, where, we have previoofly meuiinn- 
ed, hfi had been ia treaty, received inlcJlijence 
from CharlcB, king of France, of his brother a foc- 
cef&j and, by this monarchy he won fupplLed with 
ene hundred crowns to profecuic his io\irnejr lo 
Spain. Unfortunately, the adniiial had I'ailr"! on 
hts fecond expedition before his arrival at Si^villei 
but tbeir Catholic nnajefties foon ?pablftJ hmi to 
p^irfne ihe fame track with a fleet of ilucc^ fliips. 
Barlhofocnew was qgnfiUtited, by the iidmiral. 
Governor of the Indies, This title ocraJloned 
fomc difpUte, and expofed Columbus lo ihc oblq- 
qoy of his frdvcrfarics. The diftcrence was, how- 
ever, compronaifed 3 and fap was allowed to bear 
iheappellatLonof Lieutenant of (be Ipdifj, ThtiSj 
Ihongh the power was the fame, the word thai 
exprefled it was changed, Man haa always been 
the dupeof ternnq. 

The focieiy !ind affift.anM.<jt^axOBc\n^«*^'^ 
a real coofolation to lUc aim:"^> "w'^^-^l ^ 
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Tcrfc ihe iflaril, thar they might make clifawe 
rieSi and become l..ibi(uatcij to tbc rndinii diet. 

Accordingly four bundred Sp.inLard3 d^p&ited 

from ifabella on trie 2t)th of April, and having 

crolVed tlic river del Oro, apprehended a caciqne, 

whom, wllh his brother, they fetit to ihesdrniral 

in Jroiig for hreacb of trnll. Another caciqne, 

relying on the ferviccs he had done ihc Span!-' 

arda, uccampaiiied itie prifoners lo Ifabella, in 

[■} order to intercede for tlieir liberaiion. The ad* 

I miral received h\.as courteouQy, and, to enhance 

the value of tlie favour he iBtendet) to graDi, 

commanded tlie delinquents to be brought out 

for eseciilifjo. The luediator, with ^ Aocxi of 

tears, begged f:>r Ujcii ti-"s, whicii were granted 

I to his frienddiip and toli^itatioi:*. Immediately 

' after their rekuis, a perfcn on horfeha'V iirrJred 

from St. Thoaui's, w'ln told the admiral ilini hff 

had relcocd itmr &pqn in M's, wliobad been Is kern by 

the cacique's fubjt^s by v'?y ofrepril'al and Iha' 

four hiiiidted peiljns Red 31 itie verv fight of bis 

fai>rre. 

Columbus having made preparations for a new 
expedition, left a coun'.iU of which his brother 
was prelident, to govrrn in hisabfencxe. He then 
failed to Cuba; and on tie 3d of May difcover- 
ed Jatnaica, where he was ipformcd there was 
i plenty of gold- This ifland appeared beautiful 
III the exlreme'. A Bwmber of natives came, on 
board in barter provifions-for toys. Cpading 
along the Ihore, he fent out bis boats tfi toqnd, 
■w'heli they were nnt-xpcftedly furrouiided by 

tflVnied canrjes. The Spaniards, however, not be- 
ing intimidated, faluiM the afiailanla with a. 
filghl of anoWs, by which Ccvetal were wounded^ 
and die reA fled with bceciblWUAEk. *£>:» v^CUn 
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'hu"f[j3ficl»'W0uI<l fiipply Hiem. Accordingly, on 
(he fliips coaliing round, a number of pfopie 
caiDe down lo ttie bc^iih, end Jet Ay a (tower of 
-arrows at the boats. It was at laft foiitid necef- 
fsTy to difc-liarge a broadfide from the lliips 
againfi ihefr determined iflandcf*. On ihia they 
inflanily fled, abandoned their honfes, and left 
them to the mercy of the Spaniards. 'i'hcit 
effefls, being now eoolidcr^d as Utt-fu! plun- 
der, were Ceized withtniit remorfe, and their 
houfea deflmyed, A foflicient quantity of bread 
waa found to fupplyihe want* of the fliips; and 
in fome of the dwellingSj which' were all Tqiian:, 
'Ihey difi-overed honty, wax, and I'ome imple- 
TOCDts of Iron. A ruan'ii ariTj roaAiag- on a (pit* 
appeared lo have been the intended meal of cne 
family. ■ 

The admiral now drrpatched forty men to 
obtain intelligence nf the country, who return- 
ed next day with ten women and three bo)rj^ 
among wliorri W£i3 iWipoufe ot m cacique.' This 
lady, notwttJiflanding her fleetneis, was lci:\ired 
by a Canary ni.in, whoin Ihe hoped and attempt- 
ed to rpirk« her pity.' Thefc woaicnwere tnor- 
rnbufly cnrpulent and clumty; tl*eyhad iaug'batr 
ilotfrtig'tlovl'h |o the (liouldefs, and were fwatiied 
with coHoH from- the nnkle to the knte. Ihia 
•was the bulydrefs they were. The captive priw- 
Cels fdM the iliand Wfls inhabited by women 
only; and that atHfJng ihofe who oppofed the 
l*«diiig Were only lour mcp- At cerlqin fejfons 
of the year. It appeared, that the males viTitcd 
them for it ftiori Tpaec, and then lelircd. ThJa 
Wflft likewifc the cal'e in another ifla&d, ■ijtS&Ji'A. 
by-the fatDF fort 0!" Amatou^, -wVo feonti \'4^ 
endowed with a matcuVme ■ftni«^iiw^\w'i=,» 
VOI..L E ^^"^^ 
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ilrengtb sOt coipmon afnong tbe males of tbU' 
climate. 

The Ihips being furQlfhed with a fupply of^ 
necctiariesj fet fall from Gnadaloupe on ihc 20lli 
of April, after tlie adnural had (JirmilTcd the 
captJvc females, except ihc princefs and her 
daughter, who preferred accompanyiDg CdLiDjbo 
to Spain. This man it appeared was one of their 
couDlrypicn, though be had t][ta to be a eacjfjae 
of Hifpanioi^- ■ 

When Ihc fljip* were about one hundred" 
Icaguca wctl from the Azores, pro*ifioas began 
to rUQ dtort, and the crews were obliged to be 
put to s IhoTt allowance. On the Utb o{ J^t]e> 
feveral days after all the reckonings of the piLa^d 
had been out, but exadly as the admiral calcu- 
lated, they made the land of 0<1eni«a, between 
Lllbon and Cape Si. Vincent, hy this time the 
famine was fo fevere. that fome pcopofed to caX-M 
the Indians, white others recommended their be-1 
ing thrown overboard to leiTen the confuinption. 
The admiral rejefted both thefe propofals with 
difdaiii, and exerted hh utnioA addrefs to proteft 
tbe wretched captives. Ne^t niornin^ his hii- 
manity received its recompence in a light of land, 
which fo well accorded with hh predi^lion, that 
his men began to think him iafpired. ■ 

The admiral buing laoded, fet out for Burgoc* ■ 
where their Caiholic majetiies were thea cele- 
brating the nuptials of their fuo Prince John wUli 
Margaret of Aiifl-ria. Ha met wiih a favourable 
rec^tiun; laid beforrthe kin^ and qtieeu fpect- 
mens of the various prodii6tion9 he had accumu- 
lated in his voyage ; and prcfented thera witii a 
ivn/tderubh quanuty of gold duU, pieces of Ibat 
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metalj and articlee of manufadure, enqclieil with 

its plates. 

His iic-st bufioefs was to Tindlcale his conduft 
from Came afperfi&ns, with which envy had lar- 
iiiHted his charafler. In this he apparently fiic- 
ceeded to his wiflies*, but when lie requeflcd to 
be fent back with fitpplies to ihe- colony, which 
he juflly reprefented as heing in want of men 
and ncceffatieSf fo dilatory w3b the court, that 
many tnonihs elapfed before he could obtain the 
objefl of his wilhes. Al laft no incompftcnt re- 
lief was ft^nt off in two fliips, under the citm- 
ciand of Peter Fernatidea Coronell. The admi- 
ral was once more' reduced to the neccflity of 
unheeded folicilatJOH. The Spanifli miniftry 
thwarted his deligns ; (heir majeilies perhaj^B 
■were jealous of hia fiiperior charader ^ and the 
bifbop of EurgoS] a man of contiderable influ" 
euce, exerted all the arts of low cunning tobrin^ 
htm inlo difgrace. This perfnn was the iovete- 
rate enemy of CDkunbus; and in the fequel it 
win appeaff was the chief author of hli calami- 
tics. 
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br fatigue, and want of reft, which he couM not 
veinute to enjoy amid fuch a ilangerous naviga- 
tiaa. 

On the 223 of May, Columbus landed on one 
' of thefe linger, furrotinding ilkndsj. to wliich he 
gQue ihe name of St, Mary. Here he entered a 
towj, ibandoned by the inliabitants j wheire he 
found nothing but hlh and dogs. Continuing his 
voyage to the north-etill, he became fiill more 
embiirrancd by th^ vaft number of flats and 
iflands which opened in ufivaricd fuccRtlioa lo 
his view. With all his precautions, the flitp was 
fre<]uent1y aground ; and feeing no probable ter- 
mination of tlie dangers ]ie inceOantly encoun- 
tered, be W3S indi;ced to relitiquilh his deligD of 
making xhe ciiciiit of the iiland^ liU he ihould re- 
turn Id Spain. ■ 

The adniirBl now touched again at Cuba. On 
this oLCalion one of the tnariaers having afcend- 
ed a tree, fav about thirty pcrfons armed with 
Jprars nnd (iaves called macanas; and aoioog 
them one cl^d m a while velt, reaching to his 
kneci, and carried by two men dreffcd in a fimilar 
mauner, wf(|i compkxionB 35 f^ir as Spaniards. 
As thefe Indians hastily retired, Columbus next 
day fent frvcral peopte on Ihore to afcertain the 
triilh of [bis report, but without fuCCefs. 

Suto* Ciitoes coming off with a fnpply of wa- 
tef aoii provifions, one of the Indians was de- 
tained an ati interpreter j on promifc however, 
of bcjilg- fet at liberty iiS foon as lit had glveQ 
the inieJligeJice required. Froca him the ddmi- 
rat wjs given to undert^and, thut Cuba wai an. 
Ifland; ihat the king never deigned m addreU 
Ir/f ffti>frcii but by figns \ and lliat the furrouad- 
^^S eesii waslQw, and full of ilkla. 
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NcKt day they fell in -wiih fuch a uamber of 
hitt)c<), !hat they a^ually cuvered the lea ; while 
the fun was darkened by a cloud of fea-crows. 
They likcwifc law fucli fwarras of biitierflie*,. 
ibat the face of day was obtcured from morning 
till nighty when a deluge of rain Cwept theai all 
away. 

On the 13th of June, Columbus anchored in 
an inand about thirty leagues in circomference, 
-which he named Eiiangelilla j and having wood- 
ed and wateredj directed his caLirfi: fouchwardi 
but foon found himfelf embayed. Itcliirning to 
the coaft of Cuba, he flood to theeallwiird j and 
on the 30th his fliip ran aground, and ftuck fo 
faftj that it was with great difiicuUy and fome 
damage fhe could be got off. While in [his vi- ' 
dnity, ihey were vifiled by ito old oaciqucj dur- 
ing the celebration of mafs. To liiis fervice he 
feemed to pay grefit attention j and, at its con- 
clulinn, Itgiiifled hia belief in the exiUeQce of a 
fuprcme Being, the rewarder of virtue, and iLe 
punifher of vice in a future iiate, 

Ttie admiral put again to fea on Ihe Jfith of 
July, The winds and rains confiderably incom- 
moded him at firU ; but as he approarhed Cape 
Cruz, he was overtaken by i'nr.h s fudden florin, 
that before the fails cowld be furltd, tiie fblp« 
were well nigh oveifct. Nqi wa> (his ftorro the 
only evil ; ihcy had alfo to conicnd wiih famine. 
Providentially, howevrr, they reachcLl Cape Cruz, 
where the Indians fuppUcd thcjD with calf^da 
breads abandancc of fi(h, and (lore of iruiti. 
Thus reffeihed, they ilood for Jamaica, and 
coatUiig it to the weflwaid, found it luioilhrd 
TPiifa txcellsnl hJi-bours, aitd re^Vwt viVv^x'vcfea.-^ 
bitimiJ. 
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On tb« 20U) of Augufl, Columbus made ths^ 
fouth Jidc of Hifpsniola, near Cape Tiberoon, 
which be ihcn called Cape St, Michael, Soon 
al'lcr, ii cacique came on board, who accofted iiicn 
by namCj and pronounced fome SpaniUi wqrdi. 
Towards the end oi the month, having loft fight 
of the filher two iliips UOdcr his Cocnmand, be 
anchored near the illflild of AUo Velo. Here the 
creiv killed eight teah, and caoght ahundHiiCR of 
pigcon« and other birds, which being unaccul- 
tomed to ihc cruelty of man, had not learned the _ 
peCeffity of fljiog from his approach. ■ 

At (he end ot lix days, the tnitUng fliip joined ■ 
The fldtnirjil then corded filong Hilpauiola, 
where ihey had a view of 3 fpai^iotis plain, fo po- 
puloQS, (bat for a league it feemed to be one con- 
tinaed city; and near it lay a large lake. Here 
the natives came on board', and informed them, 
that the colony at Ilabella waa -well. This pleaf- 
ing inforxnatlon being received, he dlfpatched 
nine men acrofs the iiland, to inform the planters 
of his arrival on the coaft. Proceeding eaftward, 
be tent his boats aflinre for water, near a popu- 
lous town, whence the inhabitantB Tallied wilh 
bows and poifoned arrows, to oppofe a landing. 
They even produced fonae ropes, with which they 
menaced to bind the iniruders; but feeing the 
iSpatii^tds advance witbout difmny, ihey threw 
away ihelr arms, and made a tender to the admi' 
ral of all they poffi-lTed. 

Obferving an uncommon fi(h of great magni- 
tude fportJng in the waves, and judging from 
other indications, that a iform was approaching, 
the adcniral wlfhcd to dnd a place of fecurity to 
anchor jn ; and had the good fortune to difcover 
Ma /ti^Dd, near the cafl part of illlBauiCiVa, called 
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by the natlres Adamanai. Here being fhelter- 
cd, he obfervcd an edlpfe of thq mooOj whicb 
was followed by a teopeft foi: fopje days fuccef- 
Ijvely, Having weathered the florni, and reach- 
ed tbo eaf^ern poiiit of Hif'paiiiola, he palled uvcc 
to a litUe iiland, n»mc<l Moiib by the Indians; 
and in Iiis pallage from thence to St. John dc 
Bornqtieti, be vfas fejzed with A pellilential attd 
Jethargic fever, which fonn deprived him of his 
TnclTiory and reafan. In this dilemma, hl;< peo- 
ple refoteed to proceed to Tfabdla, where they 
arrived in five days; acid the admiral recovered 
llts fenfes, on the fevcf leaving himj bill *as 
long in ft feeble convalj-fcent ftate. 

At Ifabells he had the felicity of dndtng hr* 
brotlier Bartholomew, wbo, on Itavin^ the court 
of Englniid, where, we have previoufly mention- 
ed, he had been in treaty, received intelligence 
from Charles, king of France, of hii i>roiher's ftic- 
cefsj and, by this monarch, he was fupplied with 
*ne hundred crowns to pTofecute his iouniey to 
Spain. UnforEunately, the adniiral hHd I'lilp'ion 
his fecotid KKpedition before hi>i arrival at St ville; 
but their Catholic majertina foon enabled iiini to 
purlue the fame track wiih a fleet of tliiec fliips. 
fkithotomew W33 conftituted, by ihe aciaiiralj 
Governor of tbe Indies, This titk ocroirtoiied 
fome difpute, and expofed Columbus to the oblo- 
quy of bis adverrsriei. The dift'ercnce was, how- 
ever, compromi fed ; and hp. was allowed to bear 
the appellation of Lieulet;nni of tiie Indies. Thus, 
Ihongh the power was the fame, the word ibat 
exprelled it w.^is changed. Man has always beeri 
the dupe of terms. 

The foeiety and alfiftatice vA ^a-i^VoVTOs.-* ■«' 
& real coaibJation. to Ihe a4mua\, ^V-a.'^^. 
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mifcoDduA of Peter Margnrlie, found hlmfelf in- 
volved ki) quarjels with (he natives. This info-' 
lent officer, inf^ead of oheying the orders of Co- 
iumb\]s. encamped with ihe parly with which he 
bad been cnirijlied to [raverit ihecnunlry, about 
let! Ies.gu£s fiom Il'abeila, whein^e be dil'patclied 
menacing letLtrs lo the cotiticii. Finding it im- 
polfible tu uTurji the fupreme dircdtlun as he 
wilhed, ami dreading the relurn of the admiral, 
fae einbarkef] in the firR ihip bmiiid for Spain, 
le3«ng hii men wilhnut a leader. Thefc fol- 
lowing iheir own inclinaiions. difperfbd abnut 
the country^ robbed the natives, carried off the 
women ; ami committed luch atrocitiea as alieo' 
.flted thr aff'cdiocis dI the Indians, and toduced ■ 
them to think of reveoge. I 

Indeed, had the- caciques aad tbeir dependent 
lf>rds been firnilv iinitrd, they might eaflly have 
emancipalrd ihrmfdves fiom the Spaniil) yoke. J 
But jealoiify will always prevent onsnimity | 
among rival pnwera, even where their intcieft u; ' 
the fame. CTuacaTiagnii continued firm in hl» 
profertions, and had even incurred ihe refentment 
of bis brother (overeigns, for the faithful part he 
hnd fli!1ed A oeighbourjng cacique had killed 
onet of hi« 'vomen ; Caunabo, the lond of Uie 
mines, had (-lollen a fecond: to revenge Ihc death 
of thr one, and to recovrr (be Otljer, hc earneftly 
implored afliHance. The admiral, out of gratitude 
ncidertook to redrefs hiswrong». Befides he had 
to iHlereft in fonipriting dllTcTitionB between Ihe 
Itldian chiefs. Pnlicy and morslity hsveevcr betn 
|l vTriance, and Colnmbus fludied ibc latter I 
On Ihe 241 1) ot March, U95, (he admiral, in 
campjrtf- u ttfi Gu^cana^au, fet oat from Ifabrlla, 
'^pro/bcau itc war acainft bia Ini'iau loA.NiVrt* 
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hii affenib^cd Ati iTtny of one hundred ihoufand 
men j wiiilc the European* did not exceed two 
hundred, wilh twctliy horlrS, and as many d^ige. 

Never *ere fuch dilpropoitionate armies op. 
pofed to each other. On the fetond day, Cclun]- 
bus being in fight of the enemy, divided liis army 
into two bodies, giving the cocnmAnd of one to 
his bfotJier Bartholomew, that, by a double a ttack, 
the attention of the Itidiaiia mjght be diftr^^ed, 
end their cotlfufion iticteafcd. The hrftdUcharge 
of the Spaniih ctaCi bow§ and mufktts tbccur 
them into forae diforderj but when the JSuropc- 
atis advanced with horfea and dogs, the tiititd and 
Ulldirciplined multitude £ed in cooHernatioo and 
dKmAj. Numbers were llain end taken prifon- 
tt* ; among the latter wst Cannabo^ with all ha 
wives aniJ children. This cacique confeffed, that 
he had killed twenty of the Spanlarda who were 
firfl left at Nativity, and that his iniention 
was to attack Ifabella. Such a confelTiou coti- 
iirmcd bj- aflnsl rebellion, if it defcrvei the 
nanie, was judged fo criminal, that the admiral 
determined to lend htm and all his familjr lo the 
tribun.ils of Spain. 

This fignal vifloryand tte captEvitf of Cauna- 
Im lb intimidated fbe Itidians^ that in the fpace 
of a few naonthsj the admiral reduced the whole 
ifland ; and itnpofed a qaanerl_y tribute oa the 
natives, Peace became fo well confirmed, that a 
fingle Spaniard could travel over the whole ifland 
'Without moleRation^ and even experience bof- 
pilality and regard. The colony, howeverj by 
change of climate and of food, was nearlj reduc- 
ed to one-thltd of the number originaUf Va.ti.4.<cA. 
at Ifabdia. 



J 



1 



coivubVt, 4\ 

ral having repaired his Ihip, flood over, sgain, for 
Cuba, determinetl tq Jifcqvcr whether it was an 
tiland or 3 conlincnt. The fame Itnie a young 
Jamaica Indian rei^ucifed to accom^iaoy Cnluqt- 
bu^ to Spain } and, in fpite of the remociftranccs 
of his cocinlrynien and friends, perilled in hta 
refolution. It is necdLefs lo fay fae mc^ with a 
kind reception. 

Having Tcachei^ the point of Cuba, which bfi 
denominated Cabo de Santa Crut, be waa over- 
taken by a dreadful florni of thunder and lighl- 
ning. Ha found the whole Tea iti this qujirrer 
interfperfed wjih little £atidy lildtids, which fen- 
der the navigation very dangerous, Clofe to the 
fliore, fdme of them, however, were very plea- 
fant; and therefore he ftyled thetn the Qoeien's 
Garden. On thefe, they faw fcarlet-coloiir*! 
crane»» abiindance cf turtles, and an infinite 
quantitjp of fifiging birds. The very air was im- 
prcgnated with fragrance, and thefcnfea were rC' 
created with delight. 

In one of the channel!! feparstiag ihefe iflandir, 
they obferved fome fiAermea in a canoe, exer- 
cifing their vocsiion after a new and ciiriouA 
form. A llrtng being tied round the tail of fome 
ftnall fifties, called reves, which had been taught 
to encounter their fellows of the deep, by ding- 
Lag fa& to (hem, both are drawn up together. 
The Spaniards faw them catch a tortolfe by ihis 
means; tU reve being wound round its neck. Iti* 
faid that thefe decoy fiflies will rornecimes attack 
fliarks of the largeft fize. The Indians made a 
prefeoL to the admiral of the iHh thry haj 
caught ; for which he gave lljem a fuitable re- 
turn. He now began to be m ^i&a.v -va^^ »A 
prorifioas; and his heaUhwas tayiqii 'veff^'^'*'"^ 
lis 
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hv focigne, ani] want of refi, which he could not 
veiiiure lu eiijuyuiuid fach a dangerous naviga- 
lion. 

On the 22(i of May, Columbus landed on one 
of thefe Jar ger, iurrounding^ illani^s, to which he 
gave (he pame of St, Mary. Here he entered a. 
town, abandoned by the itih3bit3nt§ > where he 
found notlHUg but hfli and dogs. Continuing his 
\oyage to tbr imrlh-eaH, be became flill more 
embarraflpd by ihe vaft nnmber of flats and 
iflaD^S which opened in unvinried facceHlon to 
his view. \Vith all his precautions, the fliip was 
frequently agrotind ; and f<reilig no probable ter- 
laiuation of the dntigcrs he itiCeflatitly encoun- 
tered, he Wiis indi'ced to relinquiih his deflgn of 
making the circuit of the iHandj til] he Ihoiild re- 
turn to Spain. . 

The admiral now touched again at Cuba. On 
this occiiliDO one of the mariners having afcend- 
cd A irce, fa-w aboai thirty^ perfons armed with 
fpcarg nud Haves called macanasj and among 
them one clad in a while veft. reaching to his 
bnee&, and carried by two men drcffed in a fimiJar 
manner, with (.-otnplexionE as fair as Spaniards. 
As thefe Indians hafiiry retired, Columbus next 
day fcin (tvcral people on Ihore to afcertain the 
truth of [hii report, but without fnccefs. 

Some c^noea cuEuing off with a fupply of wa'- 
ter tiaii proviGons, one of the Indians was ds' 
talncd «s nil inierprciier ; on piomiff however, 
of being- let at liberty as i'oon an hfa had gltea 
Ibe iiitelllgciuce required. From him the admU 
ral w,i3 given lo undetltaiid, ihiil Cuba wa3 aa 
ilUncI i that the king never deigned to uddrels 
iiis fiibjcfl* hut by figne i and that the furrouod- 
-^ ctMji w0t iow^ aad iuJJ of illcts. 
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Next day they ftU in with fuch a number af 
tuitle*, tliat they aflually covered the lea 5 while 
the fun was darltenetl by a cloud of fea-crows, 
They likcwife faw fucli fwarms of butterflies, 
that the face of day teas oblcured from morning 
till tiight, wbea a deluge of tiia fwept ibem. &11 
away. 

On the 13th of Jtine, Columbus anchored in 
ati ifland about thirty leagues in circumference, 
whit^h he named Evangeliffa } and having wood- 
ed and Watered, dtteftcd his comrfe fouihwardj 
bat foon found hitnfelf embayed. Returning to 
the coaft of Cuba, he ftood to thecafiward; and 
on the 30th his fhip ran aground^ and fiuck fa 
/ati, thai it was with great difficulty and fotne 
damage flie could be got oft\ While in this vi- 
cinity, they were vilited by nn old cacique^ dur-^' 
ing the celebration of mals. To ihis lervice he 
feemed to pay great attetition; and, at its con^ 
cluflnn, (Ignilied his belief in the exillence of a. 
Arprcme Being, the rewrirderof virtue, and iLe 
punifher of vice in a fulure flale. 

The admiral put again lo lea on the iGth of 
Jaly. The winds and rains confiderably incom- 
moded him at firli; but eis he approached C&pe 
Cruz, he was nvertaken by fin:h a fudclen floria, 
that before the fails could be furled, tlie Qiipb 
were well nigh oveifet. Ni>r w^s thiii (lorra ibe 
only evil : they had alfo tt> ctmlcnd with faoiioe. 
Provideniijlly, liowevsr, they reached Cape Cruz, 
where the Indians ftipi^licd them with call'ada 
brcatJj abundance of i](h, and ftore of fruit*. ■ 
Tba% refrelhed, Ihey ftood for Jamaica, and ' 
coasting it to the weffwatd, found it fuKWifti.r.i 
■with excellent hnrbours, atkd ie^\t.Vft'w"\0!i ^oV-a 
b'ttanu. 
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On tbc 20t!] of Auguft, Columbus made tho 
fouih lide of Hifpaniola, near Cape Ttberoon, 
which he then called Cape Si. Michael. Soon 
after, II cacLcjue cAttie on buard, who accofted Ulm 
by name, atid pronounced Ibme Spanitli *'orc[i. 
Towards the end of the month, having loA fight 
of the uther two fliips under his command, he 
anchort^d near the illaiid of' Alto Velo, Here the 
creiv killed eigbt feais, and caught abuddanCtr of 
pigeoBs and oiher birds, which being unaccilf- 
tomed lo the cmelty of man, hiid not learned the 
neceffity of flying from his approach. 

At ibe end of lix days, the' milting ftiLpjoinecU 
The admiral then coatted along HUpanioIa, 
where they had a view of a fpacious plain, fopo- 
pulouSf ihai for a league it Teemed to be one con- 
tinued city} and near it lay 3 large lake. Here 
the natives came on board} and informed ibein, 
that the colony at Ifabel^a was -wel!. This pleal- 
lag information being received, he dlfpatcbed 
nine men scrof^ theiQsnd, to inform the planters 
of hEs arrival on the coaft. Proceeding eaftward, 
be Tent hiit boats afliore for water, near a popu- 
loai town, whence the inhabiunts fallied with 
bows and poifoned arrowftr to oppofe a landing. 
They even produced fome ropea, with which they 
menaced to bind the iutruders; but feeing the 
Spaolaids advance without diftiiRyT they threw 
away iheir arms, and made a lender to the admi- 
ral of all they poffRlTed, 

Obferving an uncommon fiih of great magni- 
tude fponing in the waves, and judging from 
oiEicr indicationsj that a florni waa approaching, 
the admiral W)(hcd to 6nd a place cf fecurity to j 
anchor in j and had the good fortntte todifcovOflJ 
m iUand, ocat the call part of Hifpaniolii, called 

by 
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by the natires Adamanai. Here bring fhetter- 
ed, he obferved an cclipfe of the moon, wheel* 
was followed by a tetnpeft for fople days fuccef- 
fively. Having Weathered the ftomi, and reach- 
ed the eaftern point of Hifpaniola, he pafled ovcC 
to a Ihtlc iHacid, named Alona by the Indians ; 
and ill his piffa^e ftocn thence to Sr, John de 
Bomqtien, he was feized with a peftileTitici! and 
Jelliargic fcvet, which i'ooti deprived him of his 
memory and reufoo. In this dilemmn, his peo- 
ple retolved to proceed to Ifabella, wheie they 
arrived in five days ; and the adn^iral recovered 
his fenfes, on the lever leaving himj but was 
long in a fcRble convalefcent itate. 

At Ifabella he had the felicity of Ending hta 
brother Bsrlholomew, who, on leaving ihe court 
of England, where, we have previnufly mention- 
ed, he bad been in treaty, received inteliigeoce 
fromCharleft, Itingof France, of his brother's fuc- 
cefs; a^d^ by this monarch, he was fiipnlietl with 
•nc hundred crowns to profccute his journpy to 
Spain. Unfortnnately, the adtiiiial had (bild on 
his fecond expedition before hisairival at Si-villej 
but their Catholic majefiies loon enablf^l hmi to 
purfue the fame track with a dcet of ihiec fhips. 
Bartholomew was conftituted, by the admira]. 
Governor of the ludies. This titlt oci-rifioued 
fome difpute, and expofed Columbtis to ttie oblo- 
quy of his adverfaries. The diflerence was, how* 
ever, compromifed ; and he was allowed to bear 
theappeltation DfLieQten:intDf the Indieii. Thut, 
thoug^b the power was the fame, the wbrd that 
efpreiTird it wns changed. Man has always been 
the dttpe of (erms. ■ ■ 

The fotietymd affiftanceof Bartholomew was 
a teal cQqrolalioii to the admitaU "vVva \s^ "^^^ 



ral having repaired his {hip, flood oTer, again, for 
Cuba, dciermined to difcover whclhcr it was an 
iiland or a continent, The lame lime a young 
Jamaica Indiau reiiuefled to accompany Cnlum- 
biL9 to Spain ; and, in fpite ol' the reiuonflrances 
of his coaaXTymeii and friends, perlJAed in his 
rcfDlution. It is needlcfs to fay he met with a 
kind reception. 

Having reachtd the point of Cuba, which be 
denominated Cabo dc Santa Cruz, he waB over- 
taken by a dreadful florni of ihunder ant) light- 
ning. He fuund the whole (ea. in this qiurrer 
interfperfed with little faiidy iflands, which ren- 
der the navigation very dangerous. Clofe to the 
fhore, fome of them, howpver, were very plea- 
fant; aad therefore he i^yled them the Queen's 
Garden, On thefe, they faw fcarlet-cotonr*! 
cfanecj abundance of turtles, and sn iniinite 
quantity of finglng birds. The very air was im- 
pregnated with fragrance, and the feafes were re- 
created with delight. 

In one of the channels leparatirtg thefe ill^ndsj 
they obfcrvcd fpme fiOic^rmen in a canoe, eiter- 
cifing their vocation after a new and cnrious 
form. A firing being (ied round the tail of fome 
fma)l £Qics, called reve$, which had been taught 
10 encounter their fellows of the deep, by cling- 
ing fafl to them, both are drawn up together. 
The Spaniards faw tbem catch a tortoif* by this 
means ^ tb* reve being ■wowiid rou-nd its ncqk, It is 
faiti that thcfe decoy fillrcs will fometimes attack 
fliarlcs of the largeft fize, The Indians made a 
prefeot to the admiral of the fiflj they h»^ 
caught i for which he gave them a ftiitabJe rc^ 
turn^ He now began to be in %ttaX «a^v «A 
provjfions; and his health \» as mv^dj. "wtfifiw ' 
£3 
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hv fatigue, and want of reLl, which he could not 
vcutiJie to enjoy amid fuch a iSaogeroa^ naviga- 
ticn. 

Op Ihf Hd of May, Columbus landed on one 
■ of thefe Uigcr, Airronnding iflands, to wliict) be 
gave the name of St. Mary. Here he entered x 
town, *bando(ied by Ihe inhabitants; where he 
foUtid noiliing bur lilli and dogs. Continuing his 
voyage to the onrth-ealt, he becapie ftlll more 
embarraffed by ibe vaft nnciiber of flats and 
iflands which Oi>eried in unvaried fuCceffioO I& 
his view. 'S\'ith all his precaaLidus, Ihe (liip was 
frequent!)' aground; and feeing iid probable tcr- 
minarioti of the dangers he incefiantly encoun- 
tered, he was indiiced to relinquifli his defign of 
making the circuit of the ifland, till he Should re- 
turn to Spain. 

The admiral now touched again at Cuba. On 
this otca/ion one of the mariners having afcend- 
cd a tree, lattr about thirty perfoos arnried with 
i"p<"ar3 TiHd i\a\-a called mQcanes; and among 
them one clad in a u-hiie veft, reaching lo bis 
kntes, and carried by two men ctrelTed in a fimilar 
manner, with compltsions as fair as Spaniards. 
As ihefc Indians hattily retired, Coluixtbus next 
day fcitt federal pe^iple dd (bore to afcertain the 
truth of this rppurt, but without fuccefs. 

SytB* ciooes gproing off with a fiipply of wa- 
ief niJtl provifions, one of the Ijidians was de- 
tained aa an itiierpreierj on promifc however, 
of be»ng fet nt liberty la iuon m he had given 
the irticlligp^ce required, Frona him the admi- 
tai WIS given to underftitnd, tliiii Cuba was an 
ill and ; that the king never detgdcd to »ddreta 
his f>tbj^d:i bpt by flgns ; snd lliat the funoi^od- 
■^fC^trvisJ} urasloWj ami full of illets. 
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Next ilay the^ fell in with luch a number of 
turtles, that they adually cuvtred the lea ; while 
the Tun was dai-kened by a doud of I'ea-crows. 
They likewlfe law fucli fwainis of butterfiipa, 
that the face of day was obl'cur«d frum moriiin^ 
till flight, when a deluge of raltt fwept them all 
away. 

On tbc nth of June, Columbus anchored in 
an ifland aboul thirty Icagueu in circumference, 
which he named Evangelifla ; and having ^vood- 
fd and watered, di:eded bin cou.i(e fouthward; 
but Toon found hirafelf embayed. Returning to 
the co;ift of Cubaj he flood to the eaHward ; and 
on Ibe 30th his fhip ran aground, and lluck fo 
faftj that it was with great difficulty and feme 
damage ftie cotild be got ofif. WbiJe in ibis vi- 
cinity, they were vilitcd by an old cacique, dur-' 
ing the celcbratic^n of cnals. To lEiis fcrvice he 
fcemed to pay great aLtealion; and. at its con- 
clofinn, fi&niiied his belief in the eiiUcRce of a 
fuprcme Being, Ibe rcwardcrof virtuej and Ibe 
pUntflicr qf vice in a fu*urc liale. 

The admiral put again to fea on the l^th of 
July. The winds and raitls COnfiderably incom- 
moded him at firil ; but as he- appi'oBchcd Cape 
CruZf he wa§ overtaken by fn-^h a fuddeti florra, 
that before the rails couid be furled, the Oitps 
■were well t;igh ovetfet- Nar was this rtorm ibe 
only eeii: they had alfo in contend with faoTtne. 
Providf-ntiiilly, howevrr, they reached Cape CtaZg 
where the Indians fnpplicd ihcjn with c^illlida 
bread, abunrfance of h(h, and flore of fruit*. 
Thu? refrelhed, they (iood for Jaroaica^ and 
coafting ii to the weftward, found it furnilhed 
with EKcelJent harboius^ aiid re\A*,\e ■w'w^q. '«!«».■* 
bitaQis. - 
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Aiengtli cot cojumDii among the males of tliit 
climate, 

Tiie Ibipa being furoiflieil with 3 Tupply of 

neccli'arieSj fet fail from Gtiadaloqpe 011 the liOlJj. 
of April, after the admiral had dirniLfled the 
csptivc females, except the princcfs and her 
daughter, who preferred acconipanyipg Caunabo 
to Spain. Thifi mat) it appeared was unc of their 
cDunirfciieo, though he ba-d rifco to be a caciijue 
0/ Hirpanioia, 

When the fhips were about one hundred 
leagues wett from the Azores, provtfiona began 
to run ftiort, and the crews were obliged to be 
put to a (hort allowance. On the 8th of June, 
fever*] days after all the reckonings of Ihc pilots 
liad been out, but exaflly as the admiral calcu- 
lated, they made the land uf Odctiicraj between 
Lilbnn and Cape St. Vincent, hy tWiA Uinc liic 
famioc was Co fevere, that fonic propofeJ to cm. 
the Indians, while others recnmmendcd iheir be- 
ing thrown overboard to leJen the confumptign. 
The admiral reje^ed both thefe ptopoials wilb 
difdaiti, ini exerted his utmoil addref's Lo protei^t 
the wretched captlvo. Next luornmg hia hu- 
manity received its recorapence in a fight of land, 
which lb well accorded with his predidion, that ^ 
his men began to think htm infpired. m 

The admiral bsing landed, feL out for BuTgOG* ■ 
where their Catholic raajclUes were theo cele- 
brating the nuptials of their fun Prince John with — 
Margaret of Auftria, He rattwiih 3 fevourahJ&J 
receplion ^ \aidi before the king and queen fpecU ■ 
meas uf the various produ^ions he had accon^u^ 
Uled in hi? voyage; and piel<::iiicd them with a 
eeaHdvrable guaaliiy of gold dud, pieces of that 
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n-ictal, and articles of manufadiire, enrfched with 
its plates. 

His next btifinefs wag to vindicate his conduft 
from fome afperfions, with which envy hsA 1st- 
niHlcd his chaiaSer. In ibis lie apparently foo 
ceaded to his wiftics; but when he requcfled to 
be fent back with fupplies ta ibe colony, wliich 
he jufllj' reprefenled as lieing in waiu of mm 
and neceffaricsj fo dilatory wns the conrt, that 
many moniha elapfed before he could obtaii^ the 
objc6l of his wMlies. At lafi an incompetent re- 
lief was fent off ill two fliips, under ibe ciim- 
Diand of Peler Fernandez Coroncll, The admi- 
ral was once more' reduced to ihe necpllity of 
uabetrded felicitation. I'hc SpftnrAi minil^ry 
thwarted his deligns ; their majpflies perhaps 
weie jealous of his fiiperior chara£ler ; ard the 
bifhop cF £urg;cis, s man of considerable intlii- 
eoccj exerted all the arts of low cunning to bring 
hitn into difgruce. This perfon was the invete- 
rate enemy of CDlnmbtis; and in (he fequd it 
will appear, was the chief author of bis C3l;init- 
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THAT patient fortitude and pcrfirvcrsnce, 
wliich wpre cbaraftetiftic of Colufphus, eq- 
sbled liim 3% lad to carry his point, He for- 
warded and fupermtended bis new c:()iedItioll 
with all pofliblc diligence; and at lal^, cn tht 
30t|i of May 1458^ fet fail from the b^y of St. 
Lucar de Barrameda with fix [hips filled with nt> 
ccflarics for Ikic fEtllers ; rtfolvirg to profecilte 
his difcoverics wilh freih alacrity, 

Ori the pth of June, he look in rcfrcrtitnenli 
nt Madeira i and on lh« Ijjlh reached Goniera. 
Here a Frencb JTiip having captured tliree Spa- 
nilli veflels, put to fea with thein, oji the appear- 
ance of the fquadron. The admiral being in- 
formed of this capture, ordered hi^ ftiips to chafe, 
but the French efcaped by dint of failing. 

Cotucnbus no* proceeded to Fcrro, /rom which 
hedifpatched three of hislhips to HH'pfiniola, un- 
der approved officers, while he with the reft 
fliould fail towards the Cape Verd Ifl'sviis^ ^-a^ 
from thence dire^ his view,'a 1.0 \iic Cifess^Tj 
ihc continent. 
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On Ibe 25th of June^ ihe adtntral came to an 
anchor in Botift Vilta, where he found s few 

houfKs iai the accommodatioQ of lepers, who are 
landed here for a cure. The Portuguefe wha Iiad 
the charge of [he ifland fiipplied Colambus with 
fuch articlf^s ns ihcy could Ipare^ and upoo bis 
enquiring liow the leprofy was iiealed, was in- 
formed, that the patients trufl chiefly to the tem- 
peraiLire of ihe air, and the ileCh of tortoifes, 
with [he blood of which xhty were e&ternalJy 
anointed. 

Turtles and goats were extremely numerous in 
this iOand, of the latter of which many are failed 
and feot to Portugal, 

At Si, Jago, the admiral wifhed to take C»i 
board fotne CQWS and balls for his plsntatjon in 
Hifpaniola ; but Bidding iavnc difficulty and de- 
lay in oblaioiLig (his objctl, he failed witliout aC- 
complKhiiig it; refolving lo i^cer foulh-wcft (ill 
he ihouEd rcacli the line, ond IbcQ to alter big 
coorfe to v/eft. He proceeded accordingly : but 
provitions and water falling Hicrt, he determined 
to change liis direction and make for Hifpaniola, 
He therefore fiood to the northward^ vhen one 
day, about noon, a failor from Ihe round-top 
faw land to ihe *eilward, ahotit fifteen leagues 
diflant, llretcbing towards the tiorth-ealt ag far 
as the eye could rrach. The nrtaritiers fung the 
Salve Regin^; and the admiral gave the ncH'- 
difcovered land the nanie nf Trinity, from the 
circuriifiaJice of three roountaiuB pieienting 
Lbenrifclve^ to his view ai once. 

Contiauing his courTe due weft, he difcovered 
IhecontineniBithediOanceof twenty-fivftlcague*, 
r>a the JlJof Aiiguii; but mi flaking it for another 
i^amdy gape it' the appeUaiiou o£ lift banxa. 
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CoTpmbas, for, belter fecurity, proceeded to a ' 
more welieily point of landj tlmDCiimaied del 
Arendl. In Li§ way he was followed by a canoe 
Willi iwenly'five men, who (lopped witbio muf- 
kct (hot, 3rd fliooted aloud, tie endeavoured 
(o allure tliem to the iliip, by tfilplaying foinc 
lirafs ornam{:cC» aiid looUing gblVcs; but this 
expedient, proving, in lliis intlance, ineffeSual, ha 
ordered one ot' his nicii to afcend the poopt and 
play OH [he labor and pipe, while his ronipani- 
ons danced round him. No fooner did the Indi- 
ans hear the mufic, andobferve thcgffticulations 
of ibe Spaniards, than they took rhem for a fig- 
»al of war, and prepared for a refulute defence. 
The favag^zs however lelired on a difcliargeof 
crofs bows from ihe lliip ; but ihcy w«nl ;dong 
slide of another caraval, wiihoui apprehcnfion ; 
and fnme civilities were interelmnged between 
them and the captain. Their eoiiipltxisiis were 
pretiy iiiir; they had lotiE b^iir lied with Uiiiigs, 
40(1 wore girdlcii of cotton lIoiEl. 

Having waterpd his fliips at Arenal, froni ar- 
tificial trenches which he found on the (lioie, ho 
pniceeJed jiorlh-wcft to apothn* Tiioiith or chan- 
nel, wiiich hq called Eqca del Drjgo, find wliich 
is farmed by s point of TrjtiiLy Jllaiid mcpfing 
another frotn the cojiLinent, In ihcnndft of the 
l3of.-i del Dfag(i he anchored ; and here ihe cur- 
lenM were lb (Irotig, giid (he roaiitig of tlie. wdvcs 
fo terrible, that tbe mariner* xicrc filled with 
eonftcrtiiition and fear. I'hcy however cf'eaped 
without diiittag&j and (lie aduiirjil again weigb- ' 
ing anchor, faikd al<irig the loiiib coalt of I'ariaj 
aa he called it, which he then eoajf.AuxeA 'was -a-x 
ifland j and Loped to &nd a ■pafCA^p. ■ria'c\^v« ■"^'^ ^ 
UiQ]3oiohj but in tji-s he v^'a-s av Vat-aa^vstw 
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DuriDg this iutercal of repofc, the Spaoiarda 
made tberofclves acquainled wtlh the rnanners 
and cul^ocns of the natives, and the proiiu&ions 
uf iflatidi they bad not hitherto vifiled, Wilb re- 
gacd to religion, every cacique liad a detfiched 
houlc let apart for the lodging and Icrvice of cer- 
tain wooden images, denominated Cemis, before 
which they prayed, ard ufed peculiar rites. Cau- 
nabo being interrogated refpc3ing his conditJOQ 
after -dejtlh, feptied, that in a tuturc ftate be 
fliould be removed to a certain vale, where he 
ibould fldociate with his parents and predecefTors, 
aad enjoy every fenftial pleafare, with the highelt 
idirti, unrel^rfliDed. 

Hifpaniola being now in a ftite of fubroiflion^ 
-and tliecoloriy efiablillicd and proteAedj the ad- 
miral reJulved to revitit Spfiln, to give an account 
o( his proceedings, and to refute the cburges of 
fome nisUcious aceulcrs. He therefore embark- 
ed on the lOtli ot Mardi, l4g&, an boaid two 
ibipa, wiiU two hundred and twenty-five Spao^- 
ardi Eind ihirLy ]udiaos> and imiiiBhl lately Heet^ 
tor the eattward. ^ . 

The wind proving unfevourable and provifiom 
fa'Utng lh»rt, he was obliged to fland to the 
ioulhwaidj asd o» the J)lli <)f April anchoixd itt 
Miirtgfll-aiiie. NEixtday lie failed to Giiadaloupe, 
and lending bis boats niboie, tlie crews were 
oppofcd by a number of armed women, who 
rulhed out of a wi3od. The mariners rcAing oa 
their oars, ordered two of their Indian feiualu 
to fwitu to land, aod inform the ilkndersj that 
prQvilionB were their only objeAst for which the/ 
would make a liberal return, 

'Jbcfi! AcuaxtiHs having qpdciftood the ^c-' 
JBaad, pQia<cd to the noilhviiid, vfhere theiti 



■fcrffbaticls WCliM fiipply fhtfm. AcCflrdingly, on 
.|hf ihips coiifiin^ round, a number wf pcopiw 
Came down lo the beach, and Jet riy a fliower of 
-arrows at the boat«. It was at liilt foiind necef' 
Cary to dit'cliarge a brofultitte front the fltips 
■gainft ihefedcterniineci iflanders. On ihis thty 
inilanlly fled, abandoned their houfes, and left 
tb«n to the mercy of llic Spaniards. Their 
effcfts, being now conlidcrtd as lawfuj pJon- 
der, were feized without remorfe, and their 
honffii deftroyed. A farircient quantity of bread 
WSA found fo fuppi)' the wants of the lliips ; and 
in forne of Ihe dwellings, wfiich were all fqiiare, 
•thfly difcovered honty^ -wax, and fonie imple- 
?medts of iron. A man'* arm, roartinjon a fpit, 
appeared fo b:Lre been the Intended meai of one 
familj'. ■ 

The atlmlral now difpatched forty men to 
obtain ictlelligence of the country, who return- 
ed next day with ten women aud three boyj, 
among wiioni wns'lbefpOLife of^ a cacique.' This , 
lady, nolwithflanding liei: fleetncls, was lecured 
by & Cannry man, whom the hoped and aueaipc- 
ed (oTvialw; her {irey.- Thefts women- were cnor- 
tnoUily corpu!e;it and ctumfi'; t^i^y had lung hair 
flohing'<loT*ti lo the Oioifldors, and werefwdtbed 
with cotlon from itje sokle to the koce. This 
'Waa-tbe unlysirels they wore. The captjve iiria- 
<M(s fdid the iHaiid was inhabited by women 
only; and that ann5ng thofe who oppofed the 
Ifliidingwerc only four inert, At certain fealgns 
of ihe yeaTj it appeared, tbit the nial« vifited 
them for a (hort fpncc, and then retired, Thi* 
was liltewife the csfe in anolhcr illand, ^uffi^ti^cd. 
by thr fame fort of Amajnti^, who CtemceL \o^ 
endowed with a iuafculine uniletft»p^v»^?=f '■' 
Ve^. J. £ ft-tc-n- 
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Ditritig this interval ci repofe, the Spapiards 
piade thcmfelvcs acquaiiilcd with the manners 
and cuftoiTls of the natives, and the produ£tiqns 
of illands ihcy had not hitherto vifiied. Wiib re- 
gatd 145 religion, every cacique ttad a deUchcd 
' bdule iet apart for the lodging and fervice of cer- 
tain wooden imagGB, denon:iinated Cemla, before 
which they prayed, and ufed peculiar rites. Cati- 
nabo beiog interrogated refpefling his conditioo 
after death, replied, chat in a future ftatc he ■ 
iliciuliJ be tcmoved to a certain vale, wliere he ■ 
ihouldailbciatewitb his pareDtsand predeceiifor^ 
tod enjoy every lenfual pleafure, with the higheft 
itjifli, unrcrtrainfd. 

Hitpanioia bring flow in a Hate of fubmifUon, 
4od the colony elbbtiOied and protected, the ad- 
niirat resolved lo revjEii Spain, to give an account 
of his proceedings, and to refute the charges of 
forae malicious acculers. He therefore embark- 
ed on the lOtIi of Mardi, Mt)fi, on board two 
ihi[iSt wirh xviq hundred and iweniy-iive Span^ 
ardt and thirty ludiaas, andinimedlateiy fteere^ 
foi the callward. , . 

The wind proving unfavourable and proviJion^ 
falling fliurt, he was obliged to Hand lo the 
fouthwatd. 3Jid on ihe pth of April aQchored at 
Mung^h^ie. Nextdvy lie fsilwl toGuadaloupp, 
and f<'nd]ng his bogls aihorc, the crews were 
oppofed by a notiilKX oi Bfiued women, who 
lulbed out of a wocd. The marinerE relling qq 
their o8rB> ordered twq of their Indian fcntalu 
to fwim, tt> land, and inforca the iflandersj that 
proyi^ona weie iheir only objc^Si for which Ibe/ 
would make s liberal relura. 

Thei'e AniKZuns having utideifldod the dt* 
aiand, pointed to the northwatd, where tliei 
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■fctrfban*?* would fupply- rhem. Accordio^tyj on ■ 
ibc lliips coafiing rouiijj a number of people 
came down to tTie beach, End let fly a iliower o( 
arrows at itie boars. It was at laft found nccef- 
fary to difcharge a broadfide from (he fliips 
againft theie delermined iilanders. On ibis ihey 
inllanlly fled, abandoned their houfes, and lei't 
tbrm to the mercy of the Spaniards. Thelf 
effeSs, being now conflderf-d as lawful plun- 
der, were feized without reraorfe^ and their 
iioufrd deftroyed. A fufficient quanthy of bread 
■WBS focrnd lo Ripply the wants of the Ihips ; and 
in fotne of the dwtlljngs, which were all fquare, 
•they difcovried honey, wax, and fome jmple- 
'Ciedts of iron. A niah'c arm, roafting on a fpit* 
appeared (o h^vt beea ilie Intended cneal of one 
family. ■ , . 

The admiral now difpstcbcd forty men 'tD 
obtain iiilelllgeRce of tbe country, who return- 
ed nest day with lea women and three toys, 
among whom -wwi the rpoufe of a catique. This 
Ifldy, Jiotwithfiandiog her flee*ncls, was fecnied 
by a Canaiy man, whom ihe hofied and attetippt- 
ed (0 fnaJtc btr piey, 'I'hffe women were enor- 
HibUtly corpulent siul gluniiyi tlicy had iong-hair 
flofcragdowii la tlip nioiildersj and weiefwaihed 
with C0C1013 I'ronri the nn-k-k to the koee. This 
-wasihe cinly'dre[5 tbc^ wore. The captive priti- 
eefs faid ^he iflnnd Wcis inhabited by women 
ortys and thai atiiong ihofe who dppofed the 
Windiiigwtrc only four meii. At certain fcaibns 
of the ycar^ it appeared, that the males viticcd 
Ihem for a fhorl (pace, and then retired- This 
was Hkewife the csTe in another iHaiid^ i^u^&^«;&. - 
by the fatne fgrt of AmaionSj vnVio fefttnctvo^^J 
cndtiwed with a Bjalculine uiidciftaTAim^^* ^'^ 
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fiicngth tiOt coqamoa among tlie males of ihu 
climate. 

The ihipa being furniflied with 3 fupply of 
ncccirarics, fet fail from Giiatlaioupc on the lOiit 
of April, alier llie admirai liad dilmiffeJ the 
captive females, except the princcfs and her 
daughter, who preferred accompanying Caunabo 
to Spain. This man it appeared was one of their 
coDntrymeD, tbuugh tie had tifeti tp be a cacique 
of Hifpaaiola. 

When ihe ftiips were sboiit one hundred 
leagues weft from the Azores, provifious began 
to [tin fhoTt, and the crcws were obliged to be 
put to a (hort allowance. On the 8tb of J^inc, 
feveral days after all the reckonings of tlie pilots 
had been out^ but eia£H/ as ih& admiral cakii- 
laled, they made the land of Odenicra, between 
Lilban and Cape St. Vincent, By llii^ time the 
famine was fo fevere, that fome propofed to cat 
the Indians^ while othera recommended ihetr be- 
ing thiciwn overbourd Lo lelTcn the confiiraptioLi. 
Ttie ailmiral reje&ed both thefe propoQils with 
difdain, and exerted bis utmost »ddrcls ^0 proteA 
the -wretched captive.^. Next mofninj Lis hu- 
manUy rBceived itirecompence in a figiit of fand, 
whicb fo welt accorded wiib his predidion, thaC 
his men began to think liim iufijired. 

The admiral being Jaoded, fet out for BurgOBt 
where their Catholic majel^ies were then cele- 
brating tbe nuptials of their fun Ptince John wilU 
Margaret of Auttria, He met with a hivourabje 
reception j laid before th« king and queen fpeci" 
meox uf the various produ^iona he had accumu- 
lated in bis voyage j and prefetHed them with a 
cpnfidetabJe tjaantiiy of goid dull, pieces of that 
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metal, and articles of manufafilure, enrjclied wilh 
its plates. 

Hia nest bufioefs v/ai to vindtcale his conduft 
from fome afperfiona, witli which envy had lar- 
nilAcd hU chaia^er. In this he apparently fuc- 
ceeded [g his wiihes; but when he rctjuefied to 
be lent back with fnppli^s to ihe colony, which 
he juflly reprefented as heidg in want of men 
atid neceffaries, fo dilatory was llie cotirt, that 
many mouths elapfed before he could obtain the 
objett of his wjlhes. At laft an incompetent re- 
lief was funt otF in two flitp*, under ibc com- 
mand of Peter Fernandez Coronell, The adroi- 
Tfll was once mure' reduced to the neccflity of 
uaheeded folicllation. The SpsnHli niirtillry 
thwarted his delignS ; their majeflies perhaps 
weie jealous of his fupcrior character j and the 
'bifhop of BurgoSj a m^n of (^onfiderabie \aSii- 
ence, exerted al] the arts of low cunning to bripg 
him into difgrace. This perfon wan the invete- 
rate enemy of Coltitnbus; and in the feqitel it 
will appear, was lh£ chief author of his calajni- 
ties, 
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lioned by the confliiS of the current and the 
wind. To tbis river he gave Ihc appellation of 
Da la Difgracia, or Difafter. Bunnin^ farther to 
the foulhward, he anchored near the town of Ca- 
Tiari, in the vicinity of an ifland named Guiriviri. 
which in populauon, foil, and ^tuation, was dif- 
tinguifiieti above every place he had yet viiiled. 
Ttis town W3S walered by a iar;^e riverj on (he 
banks of which a muhitiide of people a^^peared, 
fome armed wiJli bows and arrows, others with 
palm-tree lances pointed with fifn bone3> and a 
third dcrcrlptioh with clubs. Tliey feemed lo 
iaiebeen collefted to defend their Lonmry from 
inrafian; but l>eiiig fBtiefied of the pacific dif- 
jiodtioi) of tbs Spaniards, they eagerly -wifhed to 
barter Iheir coratnodities, confiLting of arma, cot- 
ton. (heetB, and gtianinis, which areornflQuents of 
gold for the neck, for articles of European manu-^ 
fa£tiire; but the admiral, to give the favagcs die 
highftft idea of their vifiterB, as if they were fw- 
peribr to all mercenary views, prefcoted them 
with tiJLikets, for which tte would not falter any 
tbicg to betaken in exchange. Tbis ferved only 
to wiietten their defire for traffic^ they invited 
the Spaniards to land-, but finding they coiiM 
not fucceed, they retired, leaving eveiy article 
they had received in a fmall heap on the iBore. 
The Indians, conceiving that the flrangers dif- 
trufted tbeir fincerity, fent <lown an ancient man 
of a majefiic prefence, with a flag on a flaff, at- 
tended by two young women, having goanini* 
about their neclts. Thefe females, at ibe earned 
Kcjueft of their guide, were fent on boi^rd the ad- 
miral ! ard being handfomelj' entertained, ^tra 
fitfmiticJ 10 rejoin the veteran, and aaoat fifty of 
J//s coaotrymen on the btach. ' 




THAT palient fortitude' nntl pcrtVvRratiM, 
■wliich were charafteriftlc of Columbus, en- 
abled him at laft to carry his point. He for- 
warded and fuperlnterded his new esipftdilion 
with all poffible ililigerice; and at laft, on the 
30th of May upS, fet fal] from the hay of St. 
Lucar de Barrameda with fix ihips filled with ne- 
ceffaries for the fertlersi rtTdving lo profccote 
his difcoveries wicli frtth alacrity. 

Oh the gth of June, he took in refrcflitnentB 
at Madeiraj and on the 13th reached Gonicra. 
Here a French fliip hai-ing captured three Spa- 
nifli vefltrU, put lo Tea with them, on the appear- 
pnce of the fquadron. The admiral bring in- 
fomied of this capturi?, ordered h'n jhips to chafe, 
but the French efcaped by dint of failing. 

Columbus trow proceeded to Ferro, i'roni which 
hedifpntched three of his Hi! ps to Htlpaniola, un- 
der approved ofticc^rs, while he with the red 
fliould faii towards the Cape Vetd Kla'a^s., w^^- 
from theace dircfl his Die's s lo liift ^i<:»'<*^'^T 
tbc coalinent. 

13 
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On the 2Sth of JuDe^ the admiral c&E&e to an 
anchor in Bona Villa, where he found a few 
houfes far the sccoiDmodaiion of lepers, who aie 
landed here for a cure, The Poriiiguafe who had 
llie charge of the iAaiiil fiipplied Columbus with 
fuch articles as they could fpare; and upon his 
enquiring how the leprofy was heatedf was in- 
formed, ihat the patients uufl chiefly to the tem- 
prramre of the air, and (he il?ih of lortoifes. 
with the blood of which ihey were externally 
anoLUied. 

Turtles and goats were extretnelj' nuaierou^ in 
this fflandj of the latter of which many arc (halted 
a()d lent to Furiugal. 

At St, JagOj iho admiral wlflicd to take on 
board focni? cowa and bulls for his plantation ia 
Hifpaniola; but finding fotne difficulty and de- 
lay in obtaiDJug this objcd, he failed without ac- 
conjplilliing h; refotving to lieer fouth-weft till 
he IhoHid reach the line, nnd Ibea to alter hit 
COurfe to weft. He proceeded accordingly : but 
provifions acid water falling (licrt, he delerioioeil 
to fliange liis dircftion and make for Hifpaniola* 
He therefore flood to the northward, when one 
day, about itoon, a Tdilor from the round-top 
faw land to the weflward, about flfie^n leagues 
difiant, llrctching tcwarils the north-calt aa fat 
as the eye could rrach. I'he marines fung llie 
Salve Regiji4 i and the admiral gave the new- 
difcovcred land the uartie of Trinity, from the 
circuiuflaiice of three tnountaias prefcntitig 
Ihemfelves fo his view at once. 

Couliouing hi; courfe due v/rQ, he difcm'crcd 
IhecoBiineiitatlhediflanceaf twenty- "fiv^league*. 
cvt (be J ft of Augufl; but miflabing it foranolhet 
/^aadt save it i^g appellatioa of Ilia Santa. 



jclumbfls, fbr,bctter fccurilyt proceeded to a 
ore wellcrl/ point of land* derooninated del 
EnaL In V\i way he was fotloved by a canoe 
ih iwcnly'five men, who flopped wUIud muf- 
thot, and fliouted aloud. He endeavoured 
to allum theni to the lliip, by diiplaying fome 
brsfs ornaments and looking glaOes; but this 
expedient, proving, in ibisinllancc, inefl^t^clual, lie 
ordered one of his men to afcerd the poop, and 
play on the tdbur and pipe, while bis raaipani- 
oi>ft dancfd rtjuud him. No fooiner did the Iiidi; 
ana hear the mufic, andoLferve ibegefticulaiiona 
of ifae Spaniards, than they look tbem for a fig- 
nal of war, atid prepared far r refolute dtfeuce. 
The favagcB however retired un a difchargeof 
crois bows frgnn the rtiip ; but they went along 
aCde of anciiher caravalt without jpprehenfion ; 
and fome civilities were inletch^Dgcd betweea 
Ihcni and tJw captain, Thar (.-ninpleiLiens were 
pretty i^ir; they bad long bair lied with luiDgs, 
and wure girdles of cotton clolb. 

Having watered his lliips at Areoel, from st- 
llficial trenches which he fpund on the fl;prc, he 
pn-cecjed north-Wfft in amothcr nnotUh ot thgti- 
ncl, which he called Boca del Ur^i^o, and which 
JA iMtncd by a poiUI of Trinity lll.iiid inceiing 
another {in[n the continent, !n ihcotidft of Ihe 
Boca del Drago he anchored ; and hrre the cur- 
rents werr fo (irotjg, and the roaiitig of itia waves 
lb terrible, that the mariners wcrC ftlltd with 
cottficfjiJition and fear. Ihcy however cfeaped 
without dfimagCj and ibeadniiral again weigh- 
ing anchor, failed along the fotiih coali of Paria, 
as he called it, which he llien conj^fiurcdNj^.^a'A 
illand i and hoped ic iind a paifaCjC •ccrt'Oa'N ay"^ 
EliJjjajiioJaj but in litis hcw(3.& ^tV^^v^'o-^^J*^'^. 
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During this interval of r&pofc, the Spapiards 
made ihemfelveH atquaiuled with the manuers 
and cuAoins of Ihe n^tives^ find the produfli^ns 
of illanda they had not hitherto vifited. With re- 
gard to rtligion, every cacique had a detached 
' houfe fet apart for tlie lodging and fervice of cer- 
tain wooden images^ denutninated Cemia, before 
which chey prayed, and ufed peculiar lites. Cau- 
nabo being interrogaled rcfpefting his cunditioa 
after death, replied, that in a future Hate he 
Ihould be removed to a certain valCf where he 
fliouldalTociateivith his parents and predecefTors^ 
snd eojoy every fenfual pleafare, with the hlghc^ 
Tt:Jilli, unrcllrained^ 

Hifpaniala being nov in a (late of fubmiflion, 
aod the CDlony etlabliflied and proie^ed, the ad- 
miral resolved to revilit Spain, to give an accoucF 
of hts proceedings, and to refute the charges of 
forae malicious accujer?. He therefore embark- 
ed uii (he lOlIi of JMardi, 14d&, oit board two 
ftiipB, with two huadred and twenty-five Spac|- 
ards aad thirty Judiaas, and iamiediately Ac^e^ 
ioL the eallward. j . 

The wind proving u iifavoorable and provifions 
falhng Ihorr, be was obliged to Hand to the 
rputiiwni'd, aad on the^^h of April anchored at 
Muri-galynte, Ncst'day lie failed toGuadaloupe, J 
-*nd finding his bogis afhore,- the crews were 1 
lOppofrd by a number of armed women. wUu 
Tufb^d ovt qf 9 wood. Tlie maiLners telliiig op _ 
their oara, ordered two of their Ipdian femalca ■ 
10 Iwim to land, aud inform the iflaodcrs, that I 
ptovitiotiH were ihciir only cbjc^Si tot which they I 
would make a liberal return, I 

TbeJc Amazons having underAood the ^c- ■ 
BianJ, poiaicd to the corthwaidj wheie their m 
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liffbatiJs wcfutd fupply- Ihcm. Accordliigly, on 
the Ihips coafiiflg round, a numUet" i>f prople 
came down to the beacfe, and let fly a lliowet of 
arrows at tlie boats. It was at laft found nc^ef- 
farj- ID dilchflrge a broadfide from tJic iliip* 
xgainil thefp determined iflanders. On this thef 
inflanily fied, aliAndoned their hoal'ei, and left 
them to the mercy of Lhe Spaniards. Their 
effeftsj being now confidercd as lawful plun- 
der, Wfre feized without remorfe, and their 
hoxiCa dcrtroyed. A fiTfficieiit quantity of bread 
was found to fuppty the want^ of T lie fliips; and 
III fome of the dwellings, which were all fqnare, 
■they difcoveied hont:y, wax, and fome iinple- 
inents of iion. A man's arm, roaltiog on a fpit, 
appeared to have been the intended meal of one 
family. 

The admiral now dtfpatched forty lueii io 
obtain iiitelligeiLce of the country, who return^ 
ed nest day with ten women and tbree bays, 
nmong whom wna thelpoufe o*^ a caciqusi This 
lady, noIwiLhi^anding het fleet lie Is, 'was lecured 
tya Canary man, whom Ave hoped and attempt- 
ed toTn»lt« ber prey.- Thcfc wcimen were eqor- 
mt>o(ly corpulent and glupr>ry; tficy had long faair 
fiphrnG^ duU'ti'tq tlie Ibotlldets, and Were fwacbcd 
with cotton from' rhc sn-Mc to the kdcc This 
■was the on])*'drprs ibey w*re. The captive prJn- 
cef» f^iJ the illfind wflii tnhabited by wotpen 
only; and thai amrfng thofc who oppofcd the 
IdOdiDgwtrc only lour men. At cerSaiH fciibqj 
fif the year, it appeared, that the males vifiled 
them for & fhort Ipace, and then teiited. This 
was liktwifc the cafe in another ilTand, ■^uffi.t^Jtft. 
by the fame fori of Amazons, ■who (eemcft, va" 
endowfd with a iu^iculmc undctRa^^^^^* *' 
Vei,. I. f 1&.*t.^ 
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so sEc^oidp voyA.GE oi? 

llrengtii Dot commou stmop^ lUc males of tbu 

Till? Hiips being furoIlhcxL With a fupply of 
necellaties, fet fail from Giiadaloupe ou the ^Olb 
of April, after the admiral had diJmiffed iUc 
capti^-c females, except the princefs and her 
daughter, who preferred accompanying Cauti-iho 
to Spain. This man it appeared v^as one of Ihcir 
countrytact), though he had riferj to be a cacique 
of Hifpaniola. ■ 

When the fliips were about One hundred ' 
leagues weft ftoirt the Azore§, prOvilioua hcgatt 
lo run flioft, and the crews wete obliged to be 
put to a Ihon alloiffaocc. On the 8th of June, 
fevera^l days after all Ihe reckonings of the pilou j 
Kad been out, but exa^ly as the admiral calcu- I 
laled, ihey made the land of Otlenicra, between 
Lilbnn and Cape St. Vincent. By this titiie the 
famine waa fo fcvere. that rome propofeJ to eat 
Ibc Indians, ivhile others recumniended their be- 
ing ihro*n overboard to lelTen the confnraptioti. 
The aJmiral rejeded both tliefe propol'als with 
dtfdain, and exerted his utnkiA addrels to pTotenft 
the wreiched captives. Next luorning h'n hu- 
Dianity received its recompence in a figlu of Jand, 
wbicU (a well accorded with his prediiSion, th^t 
his aien began lo tbjDk liim iuf'()ired, 

The admiral being landed, fet out for BurgOBi 
where Iheir Catholic raaje[ties were then cekc- 
bratjngihe nupiialsof their fun Prince John with 
Margsret of Aiillha. He met with a favourabie 
iGceplioQi taid before ttie king and queen (ped- 
metis uf the various produttiona he had accama- 
la.led in bis voyage } anil pi^efented (hem with a 
eon&iantils ^uamity of gold duRj pieces of that 
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metal, and articles ofnianufaflure, enriched wilh 
IIS platen. 

His nest bulinefs was to vindicate his conduft 
from feme afpertionB, with which envy had tar- 
mfllcd hi* ciiBisfler, In this he sppareculy Thc- 
ceecled to bis wifbc^; but when he requeflcd to 
be fent hack with fnpplies to ihe colony, whicli 
he jiifily reprcfenled as being in want of men 
and oecefliirie-s, fo dilatory was ihe courl, that 
xnaDy months elspfcd heTore he could obtain the 
object of his willies. Al laft an incompetent re- 
lief was ffiit off in two lliip*, under ibc ctim- 
maad of Peter Fernandez Coroncll. The adaii- 
ral was once mure' reduced to the necnfliiy of 
unheeded foUctlation. I'he Spsni^li niinifliy 
thwarted his deligns ; their majeflies perhsps 
■were jealons of his iuperior chaifiAcr ; and the 
biAiop o( Burgos, a man of cnnfiderable iiiflu- 
ence, exerted all the arts of low cunning to bring 
him into difgrace. This perfon wa^ the invete- 
rate enetuy of Columbus ; and in the feqiiel it 
will appear, was the chief author of his calami' 
ties. 
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road to ihe mines. In confcqcenceof the iotel- 
ligcnce received, they iravellcd feveral leagues, 
and arriving at the place where they were diret^- 
ed, gathered rome gold about the roots of large 
and Inrty trees. As the foie aim of the journey 
was to obtain information rerpe£ting the mines, 
the party returned well pleafedwith their adven- 
ture ; though it afterwards appeared, that the 
mine^ of Vcragna lay much nearer, and that they 
had been purpofely fent to the mines of Urira, a 
nation at war with Qiilbio. 

A few days having elapfed, thelieotenant with 
^fly fnen fet out again for the river Urira, {eve:n 
leagues weftward of Bethiem } and nest day had 
an interview with the cacique, when fome plates 
pf gold were exchanged. The Spaniards were 
then conduced to the town, where they were 
hofpitably entertained and lodged. Soon after 
their arrival at this place, the neighbouring ca- 
pique of Piiruri waited on them : he had a nu- 
merous retinue, and feveral plates of gold were 
)>artered by his people. The news of gold being 
found tno^ grateful to the cars pf the Spaniards, 
this cacique pleafed the lieutetiant, by informing^ 
hin^, that in the inlerior parts, there were ca- 
ciques who pofTelTed abundance of gold, and 
piaintained armed men like the Spaniards. 

Bartholomew fending b^ck a part of his men ta 
the fhips, proceeded with llie remainder to Zo- 
barba', where he faw above lix leagues of ground 
full qt taavn', in good cultivation. Here the na-r 
tivea were kindly attentive ; and forniflied him ■ 
with i'ohie plaies of gold ; but having advanced 
a great way from the (hips, and found no place 
piorti convenient for a colony, which it was in- 
teadc4 io fctiiej tlj;^u BetWem, \ie i^V^w^ti -«\.vV 
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THAT patient fDrlitudc and pprfcveranca, 
which were chardQenftic of Columbns, en- 
sbled him at laft to carry his point:. He for- 
WBrded and foperintendcd his new espedltion 
with all poftiblR diligence; and at laft, on ihe 
30lh of ^^ay UgS, fct fail from ihe bay of St. 
Lucar de Barr^meda with lix t)iip& filled with ne- 
cefiaries for the f<!:itlersi rdnlvitig to profecuie 
his difcoveries witli frf 111 alacrity. 

On the gih of June, he Inrjit in refreiTiniFntB 
nt Madeira i and on ihe igtii reached Gomera, 
Here a French fliip having captured three Spa- 
nilh VftTeif, put to fea with tliem, on the appear- 
ance of the fquadron. The admiral being in- 
formed of this capture, ordered hie lliips (ocbafcj 
but the French efcapcdby dint of failing. 

Calutnbaa now proceeded to Ferro, /rom which 
he difpaicbed three of his ihipa to Hilpaniola, un- 
der approved officers, while lie with tlie reft 
fltould fail towards the Cape Verd lfl.a\v4,"i, ■a.'»*k^ 
from tbeace direct bis vicTi* VO SJttt ^'i'M.'**-'^^ 
ihc coaiinent. 
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Od the 25th of Jnnsj the admiral came to an 
anchor in Bona Vilia, where he found a few 
houfcs fiu the accommodailoo of lepers, who are 
landed here for a cure. The PorLuguefe who had 
the charge of the iOand rupplied CoKimbus with 
fuch articles as they could fpare; and upon his. 
enquiring how the leprofj^was healed, was in- 
formed, that the patients trttft chieHy to the tem- 
perature of the air, and the flefli of tortoifes, 
with the Mood of which they were externally 
anoinled. 

Turtles and goats were entrereiety nitmerous in 
thit ifl^nd, of the latter of which many are faUcd 
andfent iq Portugal, 

At St. JagOj the admiTal wiOled to take Oq 
board (bme cows and bulls for his plantation in 
Hifpatiiola ; but finding fotne difficLilty and de- 
lay in cbtaioiug this objeti, he failed without ac- 
compliOiiug itt refplving to ileer foutll-wefl till 
he Ihould reach the line, and then to alter his 
courle to Weft. He proceeded accordingly : but 
provifioii^and water foiling llicrt, he determioed 
10 change his dircaion and make for Htfpfluiola, 
He therefore flood to the norlhward, vhei^ one 
day, about noort, a Tailor from the rountl-top 
faw land to the weflward, about 6fieen leagues 
diflant, Iheirhing towards the north-eall as far 
as the eye could reach. The mariners fung the 
Salve Reginqj and the admiral gave the new- 
difcovercd land the iiatqe of Trinity, from the 
circu m lUnce uf three mouulahia piefenting 
themfeives to his view at once. 

CoQtiiiuiug his courfe due weil> be difcovGrcd 
thecontineiiiaithcdifianijeof twenty-iivaleaguei^ 
jcn thsif^vi Au^uft; biH tniftaking it i'or another 
rJ&jfi^ ^ayc it ihs appQUa.liaii of ilLa Santa. 
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Colombus, for,better fecurily, proceeded to a 
more wcfierly poitil of land, denominated del 
ArttijU In Lift way he was fallowed by a canoe 
wilh iwcniy-tive men, who Hopped wiiliin muf- 
ket (hol^ and ilioiitcJ aloud. He endcavouied 
to allure tliem to the lliip, by dilplaylag fome 
brafs ornamt-nla and luokiiig gl^ii^csj but this 
expedient, provlng.ui this inllancF, inrfTcSual, he 
ordered onu of hia men to afcend ihc pnop, and 
play on the tiibor and pipe, while his <<iaipani- 
onit danced round him, No fooiier did ilie Indi- 
ans hear the mufic, andobferve ihegefticiilaiiona 
of the SpiLitiards, lEtan ibey look. xhe,m for a lig- 
nal of war, atid prepared for a rtloLule di;feiicr. 
The fjvages however retired on a dlfchsrgeof 
crofs boivs i'rom the Jliip ; but ihey went along 
afide of another caravaJ, without .ipprehenfion ; 
9od foiTie civilities were Iniercliangt'd between 
them ami ilic cupluin. Tlieir eoioplexiona were 
pretty fair; ibpy had long hair lied with liiings, 
and wore girdles of cotlou cEolh, 

Having watfred his fliips at Arena!, from ar- 
liliri3l trenches which he foupd on the fliorc, ho 
proceeded north-weft in anoth<rr mouih or thati- 
ne], wtijrh IiC called Boga del Dr;:igo, nnd which 
is formed by a point of Tritiily llland Jnetticg 
aitother rt"i>(n the cooluient. In the oiidft of iht 
lioca del Drago Le anchored ^ and here ihe cur- 
icnls were lo Jirong, aud the roaring of the waves 
(o terrible, that the tnaridera were tilled with 
conflcrriiiUon and fear. Xhcy however eftapcd 
without datnagej and the admiral agaiti weigh- 
ing anchor, fs'As'A alfjrg the louih coart of I'flria^ 
as he called itj which iie then cnnj^fiuTedviw *v*. 
iflaud j and hoped to 6nd a pafCft^e, tio\^"«'a^'^^' 
UilpuuiaUf but in tiiis he wai "vUft.Mt'^'ft^^"*J^ 
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The boats being fent oa fliore on the 5lh of 
Ai'gyft, found plenly of fruits and wood; and 
obferved traces of (he natives who fled ot Iheir 
approacli. A little farther down the coaft, » ca- 
noe with three men came off, and roet wilh the 
ufusl kind recrplion and prefenls from the admi- 
ral, after which tbcy were fent afliore, whcFC a 
nuniber of the Indians were aflenihled. Thefc 
being ffliisfied of the p:icific difpofition of the 
Sp^iCliards, cojnmenced a trafliq with them. The 
fiialf 5 covered their heads and waifts with collOn 
cloth ; but the females were in a Hale of pcrfcft 
nodity. Tbey feemed mote civilised and traft' 
able tliati the Hifpaniolaiia ; bat like tliem, 
Ihowed the greaceft predileflion for brafs toys 
and bells. 

Noihing valuable appearing among llie pra- 
du£tion5 of this cjuarier, fave a few inconlidera- 
blc plates of gold fufpendcd from the necks of 
fomc of the natives, Coltttnbus taking fix of the 
Indians on board, and falling weftward, touched 
at two lofty and well-peopled iflands, whicEi 
fcemed more rich than thofe he had left. The 
inhabitants wore firings of bead^ or pearls round 
their arnii> atui had heavier plates of gold. The 
admiral having purchafed Tome of ihe pearls, 
which he was informed were found to the weli- 
ward and notihward of Paria, fent off Cchim 
boats to enquire into the circuraflancea of this 
valuable filhery: The natives received the Spa- 
niards with every mark of amity and hofpilality, . 
and eitpreHed their defire to live with the Euro- 
peans in thofe fsntimeuts. 

Columbuii, continuing to fail weClward. found 

fJte water become more Ihallowi and having re^ 

t:oaaaher<:(i the coail by inean& oi one *^ his 
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linaliet veiTe^s, difcovered Ibat what appeared to 
be ill3DdE> was one conilnuous cqatjiient. He 
was ibcreforc obligfd to return to tlic caftwiird ; 
aod, nllb foinc di^culty, pa^Teil ibc Draights 
lying between Paria ami Triniiy Illand. He now 
failed along the coall of Paris ; and alter palling 
forae islands^ entered the harbour of Domingo oa 
tbe 30kii oF.Augiiif, where h'a brother had built 
3 dly of tli^t name. 

Colurabtn, alraoft blind with EnCctTcnt walch- 
fatticC<i, and quite eihaiil^ed with futigili, tiOW 
faltered Iiimfelf wUb the hopes of rcpoUng in 
ibe bol'oni of pence snA tramqtiillity. Alas! his 
expcjiiialions were vain : the whole ifland was in 
a flLifc of corfiifion ; ihs greater number of ihe 
Dftili^rii ni^re dead ; a new and dreaiiful dileafe. 
wbtciv poifon? the fprings of life, had attacked 
abi3«tonehuiidredai)J fixly; aconfideTablepaiiy 
Itad riibttUtid un^tt a perfon whom he had cociAi- 
luiej chief jiillkc ; and, to complt; : hir. cliagrin. 
Ihe llircc l^iips diTpatchtid t'tom-iiie Canaries wete 
not aitivEJ. Alter n reditiufi VD^agej in wtiirh a 
j^H^i part of the pcovihuLi^ was ipoilcJ, ihel'e 
Teifc:is, however, at lail arrived. The admiral's 
brother havfiig inlormed him of the circuot- 
Rfiiicpi ci the Tnvolt, be was refolved to tianrmit 
an account ot it lo liieir Catholic tpajeiiics ; and 
»i tl;^ rebels complained of being deuincd en Ihc 
illarid, a free paHiige was ofl'ered to fach as were 
dcfirua* of returning to Spain. 

Afterroany 3tKrc3Eioi]s, it was fettled that the 
admii;)! itoulil duliver up to Roldan, Jlie ring- 
leader of tbe reioU, t«JO good Ihips well provid- 
ed, 10 traiifport him and his adbeicnts to Sijai-o.-- 
ib^l hr fhonld iirnc au uidsr Iq\ t.\\e pa.^^tin'e.'av «! 
their i'jbnca .ind wage* lu liie ii^ oi x.W« ^ 
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Ai'cnglh not common among the males of this 
ciinia[e. 

The ihips being furoiflicd with a fupply of 
neceli'arjes, ftt Tail from Guadaloupe on the 'iOih 
of April, after tlie aJmirsl had dirmiffed ilie 
captive females, except ibe princefs and her 
daughter, who preferred accooiijanyiDg Caun;ibo 
to Spain. This man it appeared was une of their 
comiuymen, though he had rifeii to be a cacique 
of Hlfpanioia. 

When the ibips wore about one hundred 
leagues weft from the Azores, provifiona began 
to rttn Ihort, and the crews were ohltg&d to be 
put Lo a Qiort allowance. On the Stli of Jiine* 
fevera-l days after all the rec1;onirigB of (lie pLlots 
had becD out, but exactly as ihe admiral calcu- 
Jaied, they made Ibe land of Odenicra, between 
Lilbdu and Cape St. VinceoE. By this uiue the 
fomine was fo fevere. that fome propofed ro eat 
the Indians, while olliera jeoimnieuded iheir be- 
iag thrown overbcjrd lo lelfen the confuinptioo. 
The admiral rejeded both thcle propofals with 
difdaiur and exerted his utnioft addrels to protect 
the wietched taptivcs. Next morninji his hu- 
manity received its recompence in a flghl of landf 
which fo well accorded with hi; predt^tiop, that . 
his men began lo ihink him infpired. ■ 

The admiral being landed, fct oat for Byrgofl. ■ 
where ibtir Catholic majefiies were theo cek- 
bratiiig the nuptials of their fun Peine? John witli 
Margaret of Atltlria. Hg met with a fsvouraCi^ 
reception i laid before llic king and queen fpeci- 
■BQcfis of the tfarioua produttions he had accumu- 
lated in his voyage; and prelenjcd them tt'ith St 

A^ffJidcrahJc quantity of gold duft, pieces of that 

oietat. 
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metal, and arlictes of manufaSure, enrjclied with 

its plates. 

His next bufinefa vfa.s to vindicate hia condaft 
from fume afperfions, wjtii which envy had car- 
iiilRed Iiis charR^ler. In ihis be apparent!}' fuo 
ceeded to tii^ wirties^ but when he requefled to 
be lent back with fupplici tu ibe colonf, wdifh 
lie jyHlj* reprefented as being in want of men 
and RcceiTitrieH, (o dilaKjry w.is ihe court, Lhat 
many months elapfed before he co^ttd ohtain ihe 
object of his wilhes. At laft ?n incompetent re- 
lief was fent off io twq thip*, under ihe com- 
mand pf Peter Fcmsndez Coronell, The admi- 
ral was once roure' reduced Xo ihe nece0ity of 
unheeded folicitation. The SpatiXh minifljy 
thwaried bis delignS ; their majefliea perhaps 
were jealous of his ftipefior charafter ; and the 
bifltop of Etirgus, a man of confiderable influ- 
ence, exerted all the arts of low cunning to bring 
htm into difgraee. Tbis perfon was the invete- 
rate enemy of Columbus; and in the feqiiel it 
will appear, was the chief auibor of Wa calami- 
ties^ 
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armed and confined, having caotioned Porras in 
vain to reflect on his condiift, which would 
meet with exemplary puniftiment. The ring- 
leader difregarded this advice, and feizing tea 
canoes which had been purchafed of the Indians 
by Columbus, embarked with all his adherents, 
who expreiTed the fame exultation as if they bad 
already been landed in Spain. On this occalion, 
fame who had not joined la the coDfpiracy, de< 
fpriring now of relief, defired to be taken on 
board, to the infinite forrow of the adniiral and 
his few remaining foUowen. Had the whole 
been in health, it is probable that none but his 
brother and his domeflics wonld have remained 
in their duty. 

The mutineers coafting along the eaft fide of 
Jamaica, committed all manner of outrages on 
the natiyes, and delired them to apply for redrefs 
and indemnity to the admiral, who was the au- 
thor of all their calamities; and to put him to 
death, fhould he deny them fatisfa£tion. 

Having carried their malice as far as diaboli- 
cal invention would go, they began their voyage 
for Hifpaniola, with fome Indians, whom they 
compelled to ad as rowers. They had not, how- 
ever, made four leagues from land, when the 
wind, which was contrary, began to £re(hen, and 
the fea to rife and to fill the canoes. Being un- 
acquainted with the mode of navigating fuch 
veflTels, they thought to lighten them by murder- 
ing the Indians, and throwing their bodies into 
the ocean. This inhuman dcfign they executed 
on fome ; others being thrown overboard alive* 
fwam till they were exhaufted, then hanging l^ 
the canoes for breath, the deteftable mongers cat 
tfff their bands > and m Xhw maimei c\^vr«,u v^- 
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THAT patient fr)rtihidp and peritverance, 
which were charadenftic of Columbus, en- 
abled him at laft to carry his point. He for- 
warded and fuperin (ended hia new expedition 
with alt pnflibic diligence; and at laft, on the 
30th of May 1498, fet faii from the bay of St. 
Lucar de Barrameda with fix Qiips filled with ne- 
eeflariesfDr the fetilers; r^-folving to prafecate 
bis difcovepies wiili freQi alacrity. 

On ihe 9th of June, he took 10 refrfftmienla 
at Madeira; and on tliR iyi!i reached Gomera. 
Htre a French fliip having captured three Spa- 
nifli veffelf, put lo fea wiih them, 011 the appear- 
ance of the Iquadron. The admiral bdng jn- 
fonned of tliis capturt^, ordered his Chips tQ chafcj 
but tb« French efcaped by dint of failing. 

Columbus now proceeded to Ferro, /rom which 
hedirpatched ihreeof hisihips toHiipaniola, ud- 
der approved ofticerB, while he willi the reft 
fliould fail towards the Cape Vcrd Ifl^'BA-*-, *"r* 
from tbence dirtfl bis siawa \Si liie ^iiyisci^ 1 
ihc coalioeaU . 
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On (be 25th- of Jime, ihe admiral came to; 
anchor in Bona ViHaj where he found 3 few 
boiifes fur the accommodation of lepers, who arc 
landed here for a cure. The Portugucfe who had 
the charge of the lAand fiipplied Columbus with 
I'uch articles as ihey could fpare; and upon his 
enquiring how the ieprofy was healedj was in- 
fornied> that the patients truft chiefly to the tena- 
pfraturc of Ihe air, and the flelh of tottoifcs, 
with the blood of whicEi they were externally 
anointed. 

Turtles and goals were extremely Dunaerous in 
this iflaad, of the latter of -which many are falted 
and fent to Portugal. 

At St. Jago, the admiral wiflied to take on 
board fome cowj and bulls for his planiatioQ ia 
HifpatiLOia; but finding fame difficuUy and de- 
lay ]n obtaining ihi^ ubjed, he failud wilhoat ac 
c&tnpLi(hing itj refolving to tteer fouth-wefl till 
he lhoul«i icacli (he line, vnd then to alter his 
courle to weft. He proceeded accordingly : but 
providons and water lalliDg flicrt, he determined 
to ch^ctge his iJire^tion and makefof HifpanLoIa* 
He Iherefore flood to llie. northward, when oue 
day, about nonn, a Tailor from (he rouad-top 
faw land lo the weflu'srd, about iitteen leagueE 
diDant, llieiching towards the vorth-cfill 3» far 
as Ihc eye could reach, The tnariners fung (he 
Salye Hcgin^i and the admiral gave the new- 
difcovcrcd land the name of Trinity, from the 
circumftauce of thrue rnountarus pcefepting 
thrmielves lo his view 9t one?. 

C&atinuiug hi!* conrfe due wefi, he difcotcfcd 
tbecontinenl at thcditianceof Iwenty-fivalcBgUc^^i 
^n ihejUof AaguR; but mi flaking it for another 
&?jatt £;are it the app&lialioa &£ Ilia Santa* 



Cclnmbas, foribeiter fecarily^ proceeded to a 
more weBcily point of land, lifnominaied del 
Artnai^ tn fcisway he was fullouxcl by a canoe 
wilh twenty-five men, who Itoppcd witliin muf- 
fcct tbot, anJ iliouted aloud. He rndcavoured 
lo allure fhem to tlie lliip, by rtifplaying fome 
traf* oriiamcnts and looking glalVes; but this 
expcdicn I, proving, in tbisinftancc, inefFeftual, he 
criiered one of his men Lo afceiid the poop, ami 
play on ihf Idbor and pipe, wliilc liis iTiiiipani- 
ons danced round him. No fooiifr did ihc IiiJi; 
aas hear the mufic, andobferve tht^gf^liiculatiotis 
of the Spaniards, than they look ihera for a fig- 
nal of war, and prepared for a rcfohue dtfcucr. 
The favagcB however retired on a difcliargeof 
CTOfs bows from the Iliip ; but ihey went along 
sfirle of another caraval, witboui apprehenlinn ; 
and ibme civilities were interchanged between 
Ihem and the captain, Their t^oitiplexlsns weie 
prptty tan; Ihey had long hair lied with tirings, 
and wore girdles of cotton clijih. 

Having watered his Hiips at Arenal, from ar- 
tificial trenches vjhkh be fpund on ibe fliore, ho 
proceeded Jiorlli-u-t-ll to aoothf-r month or chan- 
nel, which he called Boca del Dr:!gL), and which 
h farmed by a point of Trinity J Hand itieeling 
anoihcr fropi ihe cojilinent. In the midft ot the 
Lota del Drago he anchored ; and here ihs cur- 
rrnls were lb flrotig, and the roaiitig of ihc waves 
(o terrible, ibal ihe mariner.* were filled »ilh 
coiifierfiation and fear. Ihcy however eft-aped 
irithout dacaage j and the admiral again weigL> 
ing anchor^ failed along the fouih cnali of I'aria, 
as he called it, which he thcii cor.j'£lLvred*«a«. av^ 
illand ; and hoped lo find a palTiig,^- riotv'n^iw^'vi 
llifitauiuiaj but in tjiii he wai sv Ufl. \inittMivsr 



Tbc btjaU being fent om fliorc on ihe 5^h of 

Auguft, fomid plenty of frgi(s and wockJ; and 
qbfcri'cd iraces of the natives who fled at their 
approadi. A little farther down the toaft, a ca.- 
noe with ihres mfin came otF, and met with the 
ufual kind reccplioil and prefenlsfrotn the admi- 
ral, after which iheywere fetik afliore, where a 
nmtiher of the Indiana were afiembled. Thefe 
being fati^iicd of the pacific difpofition of the 
Spaniard?", cfiuirtii^nced 3 traffic wilh them. Ths 
males Covered their beads and waiLls with cotton 
cloth ; but tlie females were in a ftatc of per/e^t 
nudity. They Teemed more civilized and iraft- 
abic than [lie HilpantolanB ; but like them, 
(bowed the groaceft predileSioti for brafa toys 
and bells. 

Norhlng valuable appearing among the pro- 
ductions of this quarter, Cave a few inconfidcra- 
hlc plmes of gold fufpended from the necks of 
fome of tde natives, Columbus taking fix of the 
Indians on board, and failing weftward, touched 
fit two lofty and well-peopled iflanda, wliicli 
feemed more rich than thofe he had left. The 
inhabitants wore firings of beads or pearls round 
thtiir arms, iind had heavier plates of gold, The 
sdiniral lipving purcbaled fome of the pearls, 
wbicb he was informed w^re found lo the weft- 
ward and nonhward of Paria, fent off fom« 
boats td enquire into the circumllance!^ of this 
valuable finery. The natives received the. Spa- 
niards with every maik of amity and hofpitalit^, 
and esprelTed their defire to live with the Euro- 
peans in ibofe fanliments. 

Colunsbus, continuing to fail weOward, found 

^c water become more Ihallow-j and having re- 

tvoaoiicrcd the coofl by [Qean& ol out of hi^ 
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, itnaUer veffelg, difcovefed tliat what appeared to 
I be illands, was one coniinuDus contiiienU He 
I -was therefore obliged to relurn to the caLlw^rd; 
land, wUh fom£ difljcuUy, paJfed the Uraights 
I lying between Paria and Trinity Ifland. He pow 
failed along the coaLl oE r^ria ; and after palling 
I fome ilJands, entered the harbour of Dominguon 
I tbe 30ll( of Adgoft, where his brother had huUt 
a city of that nituie. 

Columbus, atmoll blind with inceffent waCc^- 
fiitncf^t and <|iiite eKhautieil with fatigue, now 
^atterfrd Jiimfulf wiib the hopes of lepoflng jn 
the borom of peace and LranC|UiUity, Alas I big 
eipo^aliong were vain : the wlinle illatid wa* la 
a Jlatc of confiifiort ; the greater nVirnbei' of ihe 
fttllt^rs *crc drad ; a Hew and drtadfal diftjafe* 
■wliicii poifoii* tbc fprings of lift, had atlacked 
bbavit one hiuidred aud tixty; aconfidcrablepany 
liad rebelled Luijer a pcrfon whom he h^d codlli- 
luicd chitf jufiicc ; and, Id coinpltt-^ his chagrin, 
tbe three lliips difpatched I'mni the Canaries were 
not anived. After a tedious voyage, in wliich a 
£i«at part of the provilions was fpoilcd, thefe 
TtlTc'ls, bowffver, at lad arrived. The admiral's 
brother having iujormed him of the oircum- 
Aaoces cf thi; TKiaXt^ he was rcC'cilved lo iranfjuil 
an accotint ot it lo ihcii Catholic ipajeliies : and 
as the rebels (-oinpltii ne-A of being detaiood an the 
iilani!, a free palllige w:is olTered to fuch as weie 
dcliiiia* of pcltirning to Spain, 

After many slFf rratioiib, it wak fettled that the 
admiial Ihould diJivei" up to Roldan, the ring- 
leader of the ;ev'ijli, Iwti ^ood ihjpa well provid- 
ttd, lo Craufpari liim mid liis adliereats to S^a>in-. 
(hat hr (bonld iiriic an older for l\i6 'pa^\ae.'cwV sA 

klhcij ijlaries aa<X wage* to viie fia? oi OL\«^\t &«-i 
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partdfe; and that wilhin fifty days ffOtn tlicrgti- 
fiCAtioti of this convcniionilhenmlcon tents fhoulcl 
quil tlie ifland. Mailers being thas compro- 
mirctl, (he admiral ga*ie orders far equipping that 
fhtj). ; but from ihe fcarchy oi' floras and ttictur- 
buiti-nce of the weathef^ fome lime having elapfed 
before tliej' could be brought round to Xarsgua, 
the port from which, die etnbarkation was to ba 
made, Roldaii chiingecl his intentioiisi and tak- 
iiig^ aJvantag^e of tiie unavoidable delay that had 
iniprvened, he renonnrfd theftipulations, and re- 
fiifed to depart. The officer, -whoconduded the 
fliips to ihtiir dcflined port having in vain ci- 
doited the rebels to acquicfcence in their original 
engagements, entered a proteft againft their pro- 
ceeding'}! and returned to rhe admiral, to whom 
he reporird Rohlan'sobjeftions, Columbus well 
knowing the dilalVeE^Laii of liisown people, was 
eager to heal tliia new breach j and confcnting to 
a conference with liie rebel chief, it wasllipuUt- 
ed ; thar the adnniral ftiuuld fend home fit'ieen of 
Jtuldpn's folJowers in the iirti (hip bound for 
R|i2tn ; ihat thofe vho remained on the iOand 
fliuuid have Inndif and houfes in lieu of pay ; that 
an aft of amntfty (hould be publilhed ; and 
llold^n liiiDfeir rdntlated in bis otiice of perpetu- 
al judge. Having St lafi ailjiiCied tins irkfome 
afFafr, Colunnbuf fent out a captain with 3 body 
of men, wlio were Lo traverfp the iOand and re- 
duce the TcbelUoos Indians} while be biralelf 
propuled lo re(urn lo Spain, and io take bis 
brother (he lieutenant with him. 

In the meawwhile Alonzo de Ojeda arriTed 

with font (hips fmm a CTui'e. and putting into 

yst^itimo, not only cnmniiiteil unprovoked out- 

Jvg^s on the laiiians, but began "■<» t^imLier wiih 
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fooa fail round Id Domingo, and have a perfonal 

interview with ibeadmirHh 
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the Spaniards. To thefe he i^iinuated, that I 
(lueeii llabella was In a. dc^c1i[iing Hate of healcb, 
and ihnL after her deccafcj Cclumbus would find 
no protR^ioD at court; bui^ on th« contrary, 
would tall a. vi^im to the enmitjr of Ojeda'& 
liicifiiian, the intriguing bifhop of Burgos. 

Thefe procqediugs havlpg reached ihe ears of 
ibe admiral, be dllpaicbed Foldan wiih Iweoty- 
one men agaJnt^ him; wlio, coming upon him 
fuddcDJy, rcDdered efcRpe or reJitUnce impra&i- 
cable. On ihii, Ojeila ahered liia tone, excufed 
his lauding oa a pretence of wanuiig provifions, 
and declared he had no intcnlloa lo difturb the 
quiet of (be itlaod. He then recounted fome dif- 
coveries and adventures oa the cosfl of Paria; 
end concluded with 3 prnnnifc, that he would 

Ko^witbtlaadingchefeprofcfliODSiheiailedtolhe ' " 
provgcC*^ of Xar3gu3, where he feduced a Dmnbcr 
of fttirbtis tbH had lately been in rebelliou ; and 
arrogated to bioDlelf and Caravajalafupcrintead- 
ine po*er Over the tidmirA), by the appointment of 
their Catholic majtfiies. He even in^igated ibme 
to attempt force to carry their wiflies ; but b&itig 
cppofed by the found pait of the Spaniards, a tu- 
muli eiifued, In which fome lives were lofl -, and 
JloldaTt being again fent to attack him, forced 
the intruder to take refuge oik boa.rd hi& fliips. 
By ft HMtagem, the julVice got poffeffion of hij 
boat. This obliged hitn tocotitctit toa treatyianJ 
to leave thr cnaft. 

Soon after his departure, another comtnotion 
was raifed bf one of the former partizans of Ci.&V- 
dac, who wiihed to marry \h,e da\ig)i\et ol *^*^- 
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aai., queen of Xar^gua ; but beiog oppol«d in 
this delign, he conceri^^d cneafurcs lor taking off 
the chiefjuftice, RoJdan Ixaving obtained inteL- 
ligrnce of his inteDltons, cnncerleii his plan lo 
well, Ihat he fcized the chief conCpirators^ aod 
being rficcfted by the admiral toptwifh them ac- 
cordinj-to la*, one of llie ringleaders was 
hanged, otheirs baiiinied, and fome left to thedi£^ 
'^fal of Columbus. 

" ' This e-tample of fcvcre punifhmcnt, which wai 
^MCaiA^. dblblutely necefTarj' for (lie mBinlcuznce 
(if fdbaTdinationj had fiich a falutary c3£^, that 
tranr|iiiUit/ was reflored throughout the whole 
illfindf both among (he fetilen and naiivet. 
■Abtn.lt this dmcj gold mines of the moft foperior 
'tictinefs were difcovered ; and every perfon began 
to labgur id them on his own accounr, paying, 
however, one- third of tiis produce lo the king. 
So profperous was this trad«, that one tsvn has 
been known tocoHe£t forty ounces in a daip; znA 
ODr himp of pare eo'^ wa:* difco»rerci], wH§bing 
bo Wft than one hundred and ninety firL ducatt. 

While ihc zeal and a&Avhy ot Colucnbus were 
difplafing theoifeUes, in appealing the troubles 
and promoLins; 4he pttifperity of Hifpaniola, for 
the IiojiQur und intdreit of Lheir Catholic majef- 
uen. he h^d little rcafon to apprehend, that ^ 
fioTm was rOlle6iing a^airill him at bomei^and 
jUti^reiiiJv' ■■) tinrl^ on his head,, During the Iql^ 
cocnnintidltii, a number ot complaiDta h^d bccn _ 
pTcieiToA a|;aiaft him by Ibafe whofc crimioil M 
views be lliw3rt<!d. He had been reprefealcd jn ■ 
the woTlt colours, thdt ingeniutia malice could 
deffife; and (he trienda of the complainers beiijg 
reJnfoiced by iiis priviite eaemieii about c^ouer, 
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fuch a clamavir w£is raifed in Caflile, ihat the 
people crowded round iheirmajcfties, demanding 
jufticecigainit Iheproad and impeiious foreign er, 
who had oppreRed snd drawn from Ibcir native 
couTitr)', lo death and ruin, fo many of the Spa- 
•rfl'di gentry. That mobt which a few years be- 
fore, alnjoA idolized him for his difcovcrief, now 
inveighed againft him on this very account, as 
being deftrqaJTc to their countryinen j and the 
court who williedj po doubt, to reap l!ie beoeiit 
cf hi» labours without tbe fax that gratitude 
^iid origttial cendtlioDs irapofed, at laft yielded 
to thft itnportiinily. Their Catholic n^njeftics 
gave a cooimiflton to one Francis de Bovadil]^, a 
person in Sow circumflances, to proceed for Hif- 
paniola, under the title of inTpe^or general. By 
virtus of his authoHly, he was to lake cogniz^mce 
of ihfi admiral^'s condufiki and if he found him 
guilty, he was to iend him lo Spain, and fupply 
bis place. This licence blinded his jnftice and 
flimntated his ambition ; for no fooner was the 
inrpe^or arrived at St. DomingOj than he look 
poflbffion of the admiral's palace. He (h^ a(- 
fcmbled all thofe whom he found difaffeaed lo 
Colutnbus or his brother; declared himfeif go- 
vernor ; and, to attach the people (o his intereftj 
proclaimed a setieial r^million Jgr Iwenly years 
t6 cojiie- His next ftep, ivas t*> require the ad- 
miiar* pr«fcncei and to enforce this, he tlif- 
patched the king's letter, which ran in the fol- 
lowing Icnor. It is worthy of being prfferved, 
an it Ihews how little reltaoce is to be put iti the 
gratitude of princes^ cr in the ilabihiy of fa- 
your. 



I 



V5i../. 



G 



54 tmpp voTiie? of 

On the 25th of June, the admiral cfttnetoan 
^ncbof in Bona Villa, where he found a fevr 
hoMft:; far the accommodation of lepers, who are 
landed here for a cure. The Portugueie who had 
the charge of the iiland fiipplied Columbus *ilfi 
fuch articles Ai they could fpare; and apon his 
enquiring how the Icprofy was healed, was in- 
formed, that the patients irutt chiefly to the tcm- 
peralurc f>f U>e air, and the fleth of tortoifes, 
with the blood of which they were externally 
anointed. 

Turtles and goats were extremely numerous in 
this ifland, of the latter of which many are failed 
and fetic to Portugal. 

At St. Jago^ the admiral wifhed to take on 
board fome cows and bulls for his planiatioa in. 
Hifpaniol:! ; but fading fuoie difficulty and de- 
lay in obtfiiniug ibis objed, he fiiilcd without ac 
complilhing it; refolving to fleer foulh-wett till 
he thould reaeh the line, and then to alter his 
coLirfe (0 weft. He proceeded accordingly ; but 
pravifions and waler falling flicrt, he detertnined 
to change hcs direClion and make for Hifpsaiola. 
He therefore ftood to the northward, when one 
day, about nnon. a r;iiIor from (he round-top 
faw land to ibeweftward. about fifteen leagues 
diOant, ilcetching towards the north-call 3» far 
as ihc eye could reach. The mariners fung the 
Salvtr: Begins } and the admiral gave the ncv- 
difcovered latrd itie name pt" Trinity, from the 
ctrcuruflaucc of three mpuntaius prcfenting 
themrelvcs to hts view at once, ' 

CoDtinuiiig hi§ courfe due we0, he difcfvtrcd 
thecf>hlinciit atllicdiflancenf twenty-fivfcleagiie^ > 
f>n ihs J ft of Auguft; but miUaking it for snolhcr i 
j'^^ad, gave l( ih& ajipsilauoa <il UU Santa. 
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THAT patient fortitude and prrfivf.rance, 
wLich wrrfl charafterlftic of CohiinhuB, en- 
abled Iiim at tail to carry his point, He for- 
warded anr] fuperEHlended bia new cspeditioti 
with all polTible diligence; and at b(^, on the 
30th of May 14SS, fc» fail from the bay of St. 
Lucar de Earrameda with fix (hips filled with ne- 
ceflariesfor ibe felllers; nfalving lo prafecate 
his dircoverieii f-'wh frrfli alacrity. 

On the 9th of June, he louk in Tefrrflimenti 
at Madeira; and on the lytli reached Gooiera. 
Here a French fliip having captured three Spa- 
oiih veffclK, put to fea with tlieiii, on the appear- 
pocc of the fquadron. The admiral bping in- 
formed of Jhis capture, ordered hit Ihtps to ch&fc, 
but the French efcaped by dint of failing, 

Columbus now proc Mrded to Frrro, /rom which 
hedifpatched three of bislhips to Hifpatiiola, un- 
der approved ofiicerR, while he with Ihc reft 
ihould fail towards the Cape Verd Vfl^wi-s, -aft^k 
from thence djVefl his views lo \te ^i.t'M'^tt^ 
the coatineoU 
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On the 35th of June, ihe admiral came to an 

anchor in Eana Villa, where he found a few 
houfes foj' the accommodation of Jepers, who are 
landed heie for a core. The Portuguefe who had 
the cherge of the iliand riippli<:d Cohimbos witli 
fuch articles as tbey could fpare; and upon hts 
enquiring bow the Leprofy was healed, was in- 
forn:ted> that ihz patients IruA chiefly to the tem- 
pfraiure of ihe air, and the Q.ei\i of tottoifes, 
with the blood of which they were externally 
anciinlcd. 

Tprtles and goats were c^ttremely numerous la 
this iiland, of the iattcrof which many arc failed 
and lent to FoftLigal, 

At St. Jago, the admiral wifhed to take Cit 
board Ibcne cows a^^d bulls for his planCatiotl ia 
Htfp^tiiola ; but hnding fonlc difliculty atid de- 
lay In obtaining ibis objcii, he failed without ac- 
eomplilhing iti rdblving lo (leer foalh-wetl till 
he IhoQid reach the line, ?nd then to alter hit 
COurfc to well. He proceeded accordipgly : but 
provilJonsand water iHlLing fliort, he deterniioed 
to change his dircttion and make for Hifpaaiola, 
He therefore flood to the northward, when one 
day, about noon, a Tailor from the round-top 
faw laud lo rli* weflward, about fifteen leagues 
diflant, llrctching towards the north-eatl ag far 
39 the eye could reach. The mariners fung the 
Salse Regliiq ; and the admiral gave ihe oew- 
difcovercd land the name of Ti-inity, from the 
circu in Dance of three naoLmlariis piefeDting 
themlekes to hia view at once, 

Coolinuing his courfc due wcfl> he difcovered 
thecnntinent atihcdiilanceof iwenty-fiw«league«i 
r>n fhe jllof Augurt; bni mifiaking it for another 
i/Jamd, gays it' the appollilioa of lUa Sa.nta. 



Cdumbns, foi^beitei tccurily. proceeded la a 
more wetlerly point cif land, dcTmrninated del 
Aren^l. In Lis way he u'^s ItiHuu'cd by a. canoe 
wilb twenty-^renieQ, wlio Ooppcil wjiliia muf- 
ket ILot, aad iliouled aloud. He endeavouied 
lo allufe them lo the lliip, by cEifpliiying foine 
brafit Dm^tnents and loolijiig gLiilcsj bul tbis 
expedient, proving, in tbisinliaTicc, ineffedyal, be 
onieied one of bis nien to aic^ad the poop, aad 
play en Ihe t jbar and pipe, wbile his cnnipani- 
Dins danced round him. No fooner did ibt Indi- 
ans hear the mulic, andobferve thy geftic;ilaiiofi» 
gf tbc Spanisrds, than they toflk them for a fig- 
nal of war, aud prepared for a refolute defrucft 
The lavages however retitrd on a difchargeof 
crofa bnws from the fhip ; biiE ihey went along 
afide of anothtr caraval, wilhodi apprehcnCon ; 
aad tftme civilities were intetch^tigcd between 
ihrm and tlw captaiJi. Their coinplesloiis were 
pretty fair; ihey bsd lotlg hair tied with itrings, 
and Wore girdles of eoilon clolh. 

Having u'aicred h'n Ihips at Aren&l, from nr- 
tificial trenches which he found on the Ihore. he 
pNiceedcd north-wt'ft to another mouth or i-(ian- 
ncJ* which he called Eiica del Drigo, and ivhich 
is ft^rinccl by a point of Triiiity Illaiid mt-phng 
Btiuilift Irom lh« continent. In the m-.dli of the 
Lota de\ Drago he anchored ; and here the car- 
h'iiis were lb Urong, and the roatiiig of ihe waves 
fo KTrible, thai the njariners v.t;rt filled wiih 
confienijition and (car. They liowever efcapt-d 
without damagej and iheadmimi again weigh- 
ing anchor. Tailed along ihc fo^iib coalt til I'arJa, 
33 he called it, which he ihcn cor^jf £tutfliiies%s a-s. 
illaiiij ; jiiid hoped lo find a partake i?i<j\x!ttwi'<^ "*' 
IliJpsuJwJa; but in liiis hewaa ai.^i'SuU.i^.itcfc'''^^ 
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During this interval of repole, the Spaniards 
made thcmfclTcs acquainted wiih the manners 
and caAocns of the nativei, and the piodui^ign» 
of illAQds ihey had not hitherto viliied, Wiih re- 
gard to religion, every cacique had a detached 
' houfe fet apnrt for the lodging and lervice of cer- 
tain wooden images, denominated Cemis, before 
which they pra)'ed, and uled peculiar rites. Cau- 
nabo being interrogated refpcfling his conditioa 
after death, replied, Ihat in a luture ftate he 
ihouid be removed tt> a certain vale, where he 
ihould clTociate wiili his parents and predeceiTbr^ 
snd enjoy every fenfual pleaftire, with the hjghcft 
I'elld), unreftrained. 

Hitpanioia being -now in a ftate of fubniiflion, 
-and the colony cilabUflied and protfiftcd, the ad- 
miral refuLved lorevifit Spnin, to give an account 
ol~ his prooeediDgs, snd to refute the charges of 
fome matictous accufers. He therefore embark- 
ed on the lOlh of Anarch, 14q6, on board two 
fhips, with two hundred and twenty-five Spani- 
ards and ihitty JudiQUs. andimniBdiatd/ fleexeU 
foi the ealiward. ,,. 

The wind proving unfavourable and proirifiona 
fdihng ihoit, he was obliged to fiand to the 
foutjiwai'd, asd on the 9th of April aachored at 
MHrigaliinlc. Nc^tday iieTdiled toGuadaloupe, 
-Md Jenditlg his boats aihtife,. the crews were 
oppofed by a nutobet of armed women, who 
juihcd out of fl wood. Tiie mariners reflij^g op 
their oars, ordered two of their Indian female 
to fwiro to laodj aad inform the iflanders, that 
proviiiouB weic iheir only objc^Sj fot which tbcy 
VoutJ make a liberal rctqco, 

'Thefe AmaZuHg having utiderflood the dc- 
aiaadf pointed to (ijc northward, where their 
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Jbip out of eigliteen ihat nirived in Spain was 
the Aguja.oii bojrd wf whicJi were four ibgufand 
psCoa ai gold, ibe properly of the admiral.. 

Unwillit^g lo enter into difputes with the go- 
vemorf Columbus lefrqQied lii$ nicn in the belt 
manner he could in the port of A^ua, and thence 
failed to ^ harbour of Er^til, called Gracchimo 
hy tb-S Indians, Leaving liiis, he was {o becalm- 
ed, that ijiOe^d of ci^ntinuing his courfe, he was, 
carried by ihe gurreotB near Jamaica, However, 
after fotpc delay, (tan ding foul h ward for (he cpn-. 
ti|ient, he reached the iOatlds of Guana ra, ne^ir 
the country now called Honduras, where Bartho- 
lotre",v landed, and found a uufner&uspopLilatiol), 
and Tome pieces of hpis calaminamj whicEt the 
(cftmen railloob for gold. While he remained 
here, he defcried a large canoe, with an awning 
made of palmtree leaves, under which the women 
and children were (heltered from the weatEiec; 
and ttioivgli ihe veiTeL was ownned by twenty-five 
liout Indians, they buffered themfelves to be cap- 
tured without ihe leaft refiflance. 

Thii vt:(CA being replete with goods and do- 
tneftii* utenfilsj gave hira a favourable opportuni- 
ty ofbeeoming ricquaintcd with the cotnraoditiea 
of the country. On esamining the cargo, it was 
found 10 canfili of quills and cotton fliirts, of va 
rioiis colours, together witti long Jheets, in 
which tiie women wrapped themlelves, long 
wooden fworda, Iharpeued on eacli tide with 
flinis, hatchets and copper bells. The provi-- 
SouB conlil^ed of fuch ruuls and grain as were 
uTupl in Hifpan^ola, and a kind of fermenled li* 
quor made from maiae. They had lib.t'**\'ipi 
abundance of cocoa^nutSj -wVucti \i^-u% Va^ ''^^ 
|jrcfcata[jve of coin heie, wctt ^^q^oi^^wvi'^ 
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ilrcngtii DOt commoti among the males of th» 
climate. 

The fliips being furmOjed wJth a fupply of 
neccliaries, fct fail from Giiadaloupe on the 20tli 
of April, after llie admiral Iiatk diliniffed ibe 
captive females, except the prinqers and her 
daugbtcr, who preferred accompanying C3UBaba 
to Spain. This man it appeared was one of their 
councryraeo, tbougli he liad riien to be a cacique _ 
of Hifpaniola. ■ 

When the -ftijps were about one hundred ' 
leagues weft from the Azores, provifiona began. 
ID run fhort, and the crew$ vi^re oblig<=d to be 
put to a Ihort aHowance. Qn the SLh of June. 
ieverxl days after all the reckonings of ttte pilots 
had been out, but esatlly as the admiral calcu- 
lated, they roade the land of Odentcra, between 
Lilbnti and Cape St. Vincent* By this time the 
famine was fo feverc, that forac propofed to eat 
the Indians, while others recommended their be- 
ing thrown overboard to lelTen the cotifumptioa. 
The adttiital rejcfted both thefe propotals with 
difdalu, and e-xerted his utnioA addrefs lo ptote^ 
tht wretched captives^ Next mornin; his hu- 
mmit)' received its recompence in a light of land, 
which fo well accorded with his prcdifilion^ thgt 
his men began to think hitn inTpired. fl 

The admiral b?:ing landed. Jet out for Burgofl, ■ 
where ihcir Catholic naajefties were then cele- 
brathigthe nupiialsof their ri>a Prince John with 
Margaret of Aiillrin. He met with a favouraUlB 
rcceptioaj l»id before the king and queen fpecl- 
mens of the various produ&ions be bad accumu- 
lated in his voyage; and prclented Ebem with a 
eonSiciMQ quantity ef gold duA, pieces of that 
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unctal, and articles of maoufaflare, enqched wilh 
its plates. 

His next bufinefa was to vindicate hfs conduft 
from fonte afperfionsj with which envy had tar- 
iiifflcd hi? chaiaSer. In (hii he apparently fiic- 
ceeded to his wiAes; but when lie requeiiecl to 
be Tent back witJi fopplien to Uie colony, which 
he jnilly reprerented as being in want of men 
and necefTaries, fo dilatory wss the coiul, ihat 
many manihs einpfed before he could obiain the 
objeft of his wilhes. At la ft an incompeient re- 
lief was feiit olt' in two iliips, under the com- 
mand of Peter Fernandez Coronell. The admi- 
ral was once more' reduced to the neceflity of 
uoheeded I'olieiiatinn. The Spanpfti minifiry 
tbwatLed bis dsligns ; their majeflies perhapv 
were jealons of his I'l-iperior charafler ; and ihe 
bifiiQp of Bvirgos, a man of confiderable influ- 
Mice, exerted all the arts of low cunning to bring 
hiro into dilgiace. This perfon was the invere- 
T9te cnetuy of Columbus ; jnd iti the fequd it 
will appear, was the chief author of bit calami- 
ties. 



Fa 



TAS.^^ 




^ *POi;itTff IMD LAJT rOTAGE 

lioaed by itc conflift of the cttrrept and the 
wind. To this river he gave the appcUaUoP of 
Dc la Dlfgraeja, or DifaRcr. Running farther to 
thii foulhvcard, heanchorei^ near the town of Ca- 
tiafi, in ih&vicinlty of an iflanil named Quiriviri, 
which in population, fail, and liluation, was dlf- 
tiDffuiflied above every place he had yet nifiled. 
Tfft town W3-S watered by a largR river, on the 
batiks of which a mulfitudc of people appcaredj 
Ibme 3rmed with bows and atrows, others with 
palm-tree lances pointed wilh fi(h bone^, and a 
third dclcriplion wilh clubs. They fecroed to 
liavcbeen collcftcd to defend their L-oiirttry from 
invafionj but being fatlsfied of the pacific dif- 
pofilion of the Spaniards, ihey eagerly willicd to 
barter their commodities, conlilling of arms, cot- 
ton, (heels, and gtianiniSj which areornamenta of 
gold for the neck, for arciclcB of European manu- 
fafturc ; but the admiral, to give the favages the 
higheft idea of their vifitcrs, as if they were fu- 
perior to all mercenary views, prefenied them 
with trinkets, forwhicli he would iiot fuffcr any 
thing to be taken in exchange. This ferved only 
. to wlietieti their defire for traffic; they inTiled 
the Spaniards to land ; but finding they could 
not fucceed, they retired^ leaving every urticle 
they had received io a fmall heap on the (bore. 
The Indians, conceiving that the ftrangers dif- ' 
(rufted their finccriiy, fent down an ancient man 
of a majeRic pretence, with a flag on a fiafT, at- 
tended by two younj^; women, having giisninl* 
about iheir necks. Thefi^ females, at the earnelt 
rttjutft of their guide, weie fent on honrd thead- 
tniral ; and b^ing hnndfotnely ef)t«taine[l were 
t^ifmhied to iPjo'ia the vctcrran>and about fifiy of 
M£s cofijiirrwen on the beach. 
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THAT petient forfilnde and perrcverance, 
wliich were charaflcriftic of Columhus, en- 
ibled liim at laft lo carry his point. He for- 
warded and fuper in tended his new «:tpediiion 
with all potTible diligence; and at laft, oa ttie 
30th oi May 1498, fet fai! from thie bay of St. 
Lucar de Barrameda with JiK Oiips filled with ne^ 
cellknea for tjie feillecB; rtfolvlng lo profecute 
bis difcoverJeB with frefli alacrity. 

On the 9lti of June, he look in refreflimentft 
at Madeira; and on ih*; ipth reached Gomcra. 
Here a French (liip having captured three Spa- 
niili velTeN, put to fea with lliem, on the appear- 
Jidcc of the fquadron. The admiral being in- 
formed of this capture, ordered hit fliipslo chafe, 
but the French efcaped by dint of failing. 

Columbus now proceeded to Ferro, /mm which 
hedrfpatched ihreeof hisihips lo Htfpaniola, un- 
der Approved pfticcrs, while he with the red 
fiiould fail towards the Cape Vexd ^fi-in'i'*., w^* 
from thence direS his i;ie«4 Vo Silt ^^icBtM^ 
the coolincat. 
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On the 25th of June, the admiral cAtne to 

anchor in Bona Villa, wheic he found a few 
hoiifes far the accamtiiodation of lepers, who sre 
landed here for a core. The Portugucfe who had 
the charge of (he ifliind fupplied Columbus with 
fuch articles a* they could fpare; and upon his 
ecquiring how the leprofy was healed, was jn- 
formedj that the paticnls iruft chiefly to Ihe tera- 
perauire of ihe nir, and the flcjh of tortoifes, 
with the blood of which they were externally 
anointed. 

TortlcFi and goats were extremely numerous in 
Ihia ifland, of the latter of which many are failed 
and lent lo Portugal. 

At St. Jaga, the admiral wlfhed to take on 
Ijoaid fotne COW9 and bulls for his pjaniation ia 
Hifpanioia; but finding fame difiicLilty and de- 
lay in obtAiDiug this objel^l, be failed without ac- 
cocnplifliiti^ it; refolving to lleer fouth-wcll till 
te (hottld reach the line, and then to alter hift 
courle to weft. He proceeded accordingly : but 
provifitijifl ^nd water falling flicrtj he delermioed 
to change bis direClion and make for Hifpautola. 
He therefore flood to thp northward, when one 
day, nbuut unon, a failor from the rouod-lop 
faw land (o theweQward, about fifteen leagueE 
dtflant, lUc(cliing towards tlie iiorcb-eart as far 
as the eye could reach, Tjje ipariners fung iht 
Salve Kt;gtii9 ) and Ibc admiial gave the ne^^'- 
difcovered bod itie natne of Trinity, from the 
circumftance of ihiee mountaius pcefentiug 
thenfifelves lo his view at once. 

Continuing hi* coijrfe due weH, he dilcovcrcd 
Ihecontinciil attlicdiftanceof lwenty-liv*leagu£9t 
c/f/Ac ji>of Au^ult; but millaking it for anoilicr 
'■^■^sd, ga ve it the appdlatioti qI Hla SaT\la. 
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CdoETibas, for, better ftrcurily, proceeded to a 
more weClerly polnL uf ]and> denominated del 
Arena), In LiJa way he was foHowed by a canoe 
wilh iwentyfive mea, who Hopped witlug muf- 
fcct ihnt, iind Aiouled nloLif). lie endeavouced 
to pllure them Co the th'ip, by difplaying fome 
brafs ornatnents and looking ^IjiVes; but (bis 
expedient, proving, in tbi&inflacice, mefTetSual, be 
pfiWred tiiie uf Itis idcu to afuen<J the puop, and 
p|»y on ihtf labor »nd pip^, while his compani- 
tinH danced ro;ind him. No [boner did the Ifldl; 
9D6 hear the mulic, andobfcrve the geftic>J3tio[|s 
of the Spaniards, than they look Chem for a fig- 
hal of war, and prepared for a fcfolutc defence. 
The fav3gcS however i-elitcd on a difchargeof 
crofi bows from the rtiip j but tbey wmt ulottg 
slide of unfUiier caraval, witboui apprehenlion ; 
and fome civilities were intertUanged beiwecn 
lh*rm atld the capliLin. Their contplcKLfln* were 
prpiitylaifi they had long hair tied with llrings, 
and wore girdles of cotton cloth. 

Having waterrd his Oiips at A renal, from af- 
lificial trenches wliich he found oti the fliore, he 
pr<jccedtti Jiorth-WL'ft to anolhfr TiiDuth or fhan- 
nel, ■which he called Boca del Urj^o, niid which 
is (nrmcd by a point of Trinity lllaiid tnteiitfg 
uiiuther from \he continent. In the m^dl) ui the 
Docn del Drago he anchored ; and hea- the cur- 
reuia were lb Itrang, and the roaring of the wsvfs 
fo trrrible, thai iLie mariner* wt/e filled viih 
conAeritittJon and fear. They Jjowcvcr eicaprd 
without damage; and the adniira] agaia weigh- 
ing anchor, failed along the fouih coatt ut Taria, 
an he CTJled it. which he then coL^jcCt.u^eA'wa'i •»■«.- 
itlacid i *iid hoped tu find a palTw^f^ no^vV'W'ii'^ V 
Ihfpitaialiii butia ibis he was at iafl-ttni^csi^^** 
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The boats being fent on {l)orc oti Ibc n\t of 
Angufl, found pltnly of friiil<i artd wood; aii<3 
obferved iraces of ihe native* who fled at tlieir 
approach. A little farther down the caaft, a ca- 
noe widi tliree men came off, and met with lh« 
iifual k-iiiil recpption and prefenu from the admi- 
ral, after which i hey were fetit afliore, where a 
number of the Indians were aflembled. TheTe 
heirtg fatifified of Ihe p:ici6c difpolitioo of the 
Spaniard-S, cnmmenccd a tiafCc with them. The 
males cnvered iheir licatii and wairts with cotton 
ctoch i but (he females were in a ftatc of perfeA 
nudity. They leemed more civilized and imSt- 
able than the Hilpaniolaus j but like thera, 
fliawrd the grtatell predileCtioti for brafa toys 
and bells. 

Nothing valuable appearing among tEie pro- 
du^iuD^ tif this quarter, fave a few inconfidera- 
ble plates of gold fufpended from the cierks of 
fome of t!ie n:tiives, Co1umbu<< i.ikiiig fix of the 
Indians on board, and failing weflward, touched 
at two lofty and weJl-peopled iilands, which 
feemed more lich than thofe be had left. The 
inhubitjnts wore firings of beads or pentls roand 
their ariui, and had heavier plates of gold. The 
Admiral haviog puichafed fume of the pearls, 
which im was informed were found to the wtft- 
ward and northward of Patia, fent off fonw 
boats to enquire into the circuntllanceR of this 
valuable Blhery. The natives received ihe Spa- 
niards with every niarlc of amity and hofpit^lity. 
and txprelTcd their defire to live with, the Euro- 
peans in ibofe fontiments. 

Columbus, conUnniDg to fail weflward, found 
/Ae water berome: more fliriUow; and having tc- 

'^onjjoiicrcJ ihc caaft b/ tnean« ol wt rf hw 



irnatler velTclE, difcovercd (hat what appeared ta 
be illaads, was on^ continuous contiuent. He 
'was ihcretore obliged to return to the caftw:ird ^ 
aai, M'iih {otne difficulty, pairetl the llraights 
lying between Paria and Trinity IftanJ. He now 
failed along ihe coaft of Paria; and alter palling 
fom& illanJs> cnlercd (he liaibour of Domingo on 
Ihe 'AO\h of Augufi, wliere bis brother bad huiic 
a cily of ihat name, 

CoUitnbuSj slmiift blind with inccffent waich- 
fahielJt, and qnhe exhaiilied with fatigue, now 
iQjiteieil hiinrdf with the bopcs of repodng in 
lUe biilbm uf peace aad uranquillity. Alas I his 
exfcj^aiimi.4 wer« vain : ittti whole iitatid was in 
a Ajlc of confulion ; tiic gr<:at«r number of the 
ftlilrrii ftftf, dead ; a new and dreadful direale, 
whU'li poilons tlie fpringB of life, had allaclied 
»U>i.itO(tc himdr^d and lixiy; 3co[>(idcrablcpar(y 
had rebulied uni^er a perfon whom he bad couCU- 
tuc^d chief JLiltice ; and^ (□ compl&: : hi'~^ cttjgrinj 
the Ihiec fhipEi difpatchvd frrjQi the Canaries wert? 
not airivcd. After r h^ilioua voyage, iii which a 
jjrtat pan of the proviiions was fpoiled, tbcfe 
VrlTcIs, however, at lafl arrived. The admiral's 
brother having informed him of llie tircum- 
fiances (>f the rrVoU, he was refolved to iranfmit 
an actdLtnt of it la ilieii Cathohc fpajeliies^ and 
as ibc rcbeliLfiiTiLlaincd of beiugdetiiined on the 
itlaiiu, a free palhige. viai oHered to fuch as were 
Jtti:*Jii» ol rLlufnini; to Spain. 

rtfier many altercations, it was fettled Uiaf the 
adrriiTil fliould deliver up to BuldaHj the rlng- 
Ifjder c( llic re^ultj two ffood Ihips well provid- 
ed, to tcanfport him and his adherents to ti^-i^Ti-. 
tb»l he tliould iirtie an older foi: l\\fc yi-jTa&Vi^ 
their JJJjnes utid wajjea to v!je ia-s oi vW\v i 



yd rOUPTE AND LA3T VOYAGE OP 

At this cTili&i when almoft hope was loft, a 
calm enfueei, of two d.iys conlii5U3Tice, during 
vHic!) ihey wpre furroundcd by fliarV-a fo voraet- 
oiis, that tjiey were caught with any bait. In iIjc 
beUy of one, an entire turile was found alive. 
Though thefe lifllcs Werr regardrd as nminouSj 
and iheir fltlli bol indilfeient fond, the fiiilors 
bfgiiinlrig to be ptcflTed wiih famine, ate iliem 
Willi great ciigernefi. Indeed aH their fea floras 
■^t'ere confumccl, eiicept their bifcuitj and this 
was fo fill! of maggots, from the lieat and maiC- 
ture of ihe climaiej that they g^n^rally ate it in 
the dark, to conceal the difguft qf thevermla 
with which it was filled. 

On the E/ib of December. Coliimhtis repnred. 
Wb crews for ihiecdyys in a hurbouT eaft of Ten- 
Don, called Huiva by the tiativea. Heri' ihcy ob- 
fecved, llini ilie naiive^ lived in huts ert£t«d jq 
the tops pf trees, tn fecure them from wild beafta, 
and laud flciods, or enemies of iheirown Ipecies; 
for war frequenrly raged along the coaft. On 
quitting this harbaar, a new llnrm arnfe, artd 
• they were obliged to lake fiielltr In anolhcr porl. 
The Sd vt' next montli, t!ie weather becsmc nmre 
modern lc ; but as if Frovtdenre had rcfolvcd to 
(hi-vart the expedition, no fooTicr were they again 
tinder fail, than lUe wind freflieonJ an<J hccamc 
Contrary; and they weic bt;f)eted ahont by th 

ivavcs. *iH Ihcy were driven back to one of thtir 

fol-[ner ports. 

Afict fonie repsirs, and Isjlng 'ui a frt-flj fl-ick 
cif rdfett piovifions as the catmtry fopplicd, Co- 
lumbtK once more fet outf but he whs fo per- 
jjlpsed with currents, and fatigued with lempefta 
floJ coplfary winds, ih.n he gave this codfi the 
apprppriaie name of de CorHTaftes, oi ihe Coaft 
vf Contention. 




COLUMBUS. 

At lad he reached the river of VcMgua, whofe 
warerswere very fliallowj but the boats proceed- 
e<^ up to the town, near which the gold miaes 
were fald to lie. At Brll ihe Indians (tcud on 
their guard, and menaced opposition; but our 
Indian interpreter giving a favourable reprefent- 
Btion of ihc views and conduft of lirangers, they 
were appeared ; and bartered away Iwenly plates 
of goldj and foroe grains of the fame melal in 
their native (late, which they Caid had been col- 
lefled ia defolate mountains, at a very great dif- 
t&nce. 

Two of the fhips, with the admiral on board, 
went up a river in the victuiiyr to which he had 
given the appellation of Bettilem ; and here they 
found the Indians ready to exchange their com- 
modities] par(icul3rly fill], which at certain fea- 
fons of the year fwiai up the rivers in incredible 
fhoals. Ttie other ihips having joiaeJ, Bartholo- 
mew, the lieutenant, went up the river with the 
boats to the ciiy of Quibioi the king, who hear- 
ing of his de(ign, in token of fricndfllip, met him 
in his canoe. Next day be vifited the admiral) 
and aflei; an hour's Convcrfation, znd an inter- 
change of prefeuta, he departed extreme]/ grati- 
fied. 

Soon after, the river fwelled by the floods (o 
Suddenly and fo high, tbat the admirals ihip 
parlfd her cable, and ran foul of another veffel, 
by whlcb accident both were :q imminent danger 
of being loft^ This prodigious rife was fuppofed 
to be occalioned by fomc cloud having butft on 
the lofly mountains of Veragua. ■ 

On the 6th of February, 1503, \Vvt\vecA.wa«*-' 
and fiKty-ei^it men aCcendti O^t YvwaT ^.^l^^^«^*^~ 
chjae's town, oa purpoCe to tnc^vxwa v\w '*-**^ 
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jqad Co ihc mines, In cnorec^uence of idc intel- 
ligence recciveJ, Ibcy Itavcllrd fc^veral Itaguci, 
and aTriving at ihe place where ihey Were dire(3- 
ed, gaihered Totne gold about tlic rooifi of I'^'ge 
and Idf'ry trfic*. As the liolc aim of the jouTCiey 
wa-1 [o Dhtaiii infovmstion refpeciing: the mines, 
lilt pi^rty reiunied well pleafed wilh their adven- 
ture ; tlj4jugli il afterwards appeared, [Lat the 
TnifiES uf Verngna lay ranch ne^irtrj and tliat lliey 
had b^en purpolely fent lo the mitica of Urira, a 
naiioti ai war with Quibio, 

A few d.iys liaviiigelapfed. thelieutenant witli 
fifty men fet oiit again for the river L'riia, fevera 
Jeagueii wci^ward of Bethlem ; and ni.>xi day h.id 
aii iatrrvievr wUh the cacique, when lome plates 
cf gold wfre exchanged. The Spaniards were 
then conduitcd to the lowtf, wUere they were 
liofpitably pmerlained and lodged. Soon after 
Lheir arrival ^t this place, lite neighbouring ca- 
CJque of Diiniri waited on them ; he had a nu- 
merous relinne, and fcvrr^l plaieg of gp|d were 
bartered by hi* peqpSe. TUs news pf gold being 
foupd moii grateful to the eara of lEkc Spaniards, 
this Cacique pltafcd iht litiitcnsn', by informitij 
Jiifli, thai in ihe ihierior parlB, there were ca- 
ciqnes who pofiViTed abiioddnce of gold, and 
pisiniained anncd men like the Spaniards. 

Bariholomtw fending b^ck a part of his men to 
the iT'iips, prftce-eded wiiK the remainder i*i Zo- 
barbdi where he law above lix Icegupa of ground 
full Dl (^[iizi'i in good cultivation. Htr6 the na- 
tivps were kindly attentive ; and fiirnifhud him 
Willi ibme plales of golrt ; but having advancetl 
a great wny fr^'in the Ihip";, and found no place 
jj'rrr canvciiicrti for a Colony, which ii wfis in* 
fcoticu ia Jet^Cj ilina Ecthlem, he iciu,i\iti -**rtl(. 
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a gnoi] qnjinllly ol (Eold, ^ml a reroTiltion was 
nuw laKen lo leave a ciitoiiy (lere c»l eighly men 
under his ConiiTiand. Ihc nevVlTriry 'lirpoltliniiS' 
bfing iTiadf, they began to err^-t limber huuiVs, 
covetL-d rt'iih palm leavefiv in ihe vii:i(iit)' ot Btth- 
ienn river ; and ffvcial piect^s uf tiinnon, rinimu- 
rition and pfovifi(>ns were hxl^cd in the rnaga- 
zine afiarl ; whilt; tnher fiorrs wetc pl.?{!fc) an 
board one ol llic (hi pi, I he Giillrga. fur the nf-±of 
the colon/. As tiih abounded ti[i iJie conli, they 
had an ample fnpply ol' neta and other filtiing 
taekle. The: Indian roode of caictiiitg iilli here 
wa5 wiih lionks matlc of torfoift! fliHl. Pilchards 
were ilieir uiual prey. Jii the niidJIe iif their 
canoes, from lieiu lo flern, ihey liad a partilion of 
palm leases two ynrds blgti^ and plying abciot 
the river^ n^iade a noife with their oars fo as to 
alarm the Slh, which milbking the leaves hi 
land. treqiieiilEy darted againft (Liem, snd fell in- 
to the caroe. Their principal beverage was a 
kind of hri?r m;ide of ms\ie. Tliey a)to made a 
plrafant "winc of palms, 

Ev^ry thing having been provided for (he rnm- 
fort aud fccurily of ihe ne»v luloiiy, the admiral 
Tpas delcrniint^d to return lo Spain ; when hia 
voyage vt'fis elFcdluaUy retmded hy ihe lowneTsiif 
the water in lije river, which wnuld nflt flr)ai hia 
fliips, a* wf.\i 33 by a terrible furf, which ihrea- 
tttied deftruCtion to any velTi'l oti the (liore. 
This drcnnsftance was ilie more trnfortunate, aa 
the rajHS were paft, whiclt alone could fwell ilie 
river } and ihs tliip!^' bottom* were perft-fHy 
■woTni-eat(fn. To conipleie the calamity, it was 
cafually difcovered, thai Q.uihio inltViA^ifc \'a *-^- 

uarj' (tf his iaciination, and vt\a\. ai "ixv^ "^^^^ 
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■ rn'sl" tn ^di'ope, tbc crcw'cntcrtained tfiemfslvSa 
■with letting it locdeon one nf the hogs, wliich had 
been brOUghl'for a ptelVnt. Though naturally very 
ferocious, no fooner did it fee the Cat, than it 
ran about the dfck-in'a"frtght* The adritifiil 
perteiving this, ordereda hog to be broiightnear 
the catinconfincrCentj which immediatel) wind- 
ing its tail aboutthc hog's fnoutj and with"its 
•ftjre leg fafietiing on the poll, would i'ooa hare 
dirpalched it, had not the attendants interpofefl, 
"From ihefe circnrnftances if was cieafi that tbofe 
cats hiin-t like the 'Eiiropenn wolve?. ' ' 

On the sth of OftoTier,' (lie admiral' eriterm! 
the rpacious bay of CaravatSsi En which are many 
ifleis. Oq one of thefc fma5l Lllands they dif- 
covcred twenty canoes, and their crews bard: My 
ihem on theihore, wEtlibut the lead artidt of 
dre^or ornament, fave little pla I es of gold round 
their necks. Thefe betrayed no fyttiptoms of 
fear, bnl readily e%changcd a gold plate weigh- 
ing ten diicals for three Iiorfe-bells; and gave 
the Spaniards the agreeable iiiiimaUoii, that gold 
WftK^bLjndantin that □eighboitrboDd. 

Ncut day, n boat's crew njcl with fen tsiboes 
fllll of people, -who declining to part with thRtt 
gold plates, the admiral ordet^d two of tbern to 
betaken, fot the fflkc of obtfliiiicig information 
by means of the Catiari interpreters. Thefevsm- 
(firmt'^ the report of gold being I'oimd nt Ihi-tflf- 
'lancPof two days journey up ihe corlntry.' 
t Sailing ffom thepce, the admiral, fome <]4^i 
•«Acr, saienil the rivrr Gnaigfi, where hts boa<3 
■were viclenlly airaulted t>y a parly of oiif, hun- 
dred Jntlfgni; who refoliiiely rnn 'mto'ih^ walAr 
op la the taiildle. briindifl\\n5 tancfif, 'blnwinjj 
Apr/j* and iLowing evcrj mait ui iNM^^-i 

3 ^^vuif 
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ijefiance. The peaceaKe demeanour of the Spii- 

iiiards J'ooTi appeafed ihcfc hullile mcnjiL'cs [ and 

tor a few horfc bells, the natives cxch^rtjctl go]d 

plate9 to the vaEue of cue liimdi-fd and llfiy du- 

cata. NeKl day, however, tliey lay in ninliiircadej 

aad perceiving, tbat hq one would vutiture tJ 

land witbout Jwnrity, they rulhed inlo ilic wa" 

Iter, and repeated ibe fame infuUs a& on Ihe pre- 

editig day. The Spaniards being t^xafperuLed 

Fat llicir infoieiicc, wounded one of thrm wiih an 

iBrrow; and, at tlie fame lime, a cannou being 

i£ied, ibey Hed in the grentcl^ uoiiliernaiioa. 

.Then tour men landing, invited ihem by figns to 

"Ktu™ i on vihich thqy laid dowti their arms, 

IsplI CLlfcrcd intu peaceable Ir^JTic. 

Columbus Slaving procureJ fpcciincilfl of thi 
produce of iliispait ul ilic coiinLr)^, prucccded l< 
Ctiliba ; and cafting ariubor in tlic mouih of 
large riv^r, faw the iialivi^sprcpnring for defenc 
yowevcr, they I'c-nt two depiilit^s along fide in 
canoej and titcfc having dilcourfed «itli the ii 
Jefpreteri, Came on board l he admiral, and pr 
fented liicn wiih theif plateij for wtticb he mfic 
thena a f-iJisfaflory Tctuiii, Afliiiy being tbi 
ellablillieJ. the Spaniards wmt uthorc, and /out 
the liing iurrouiidcd by a nuiiibtr of his fubjefl 
from whuni he was in no refpcA diltinguidie 
bul by a finale Leaf of a tree, which in L'umc d 
gree prolpfted him from the niio. The fovercij 
liaving tirfl exchanged his gold plate, bis peop 
fpctdily folltjwcd his example. At ibis pla 
w»!^ Teen a contiderable mak of wnW, A[>parent 
cundru^ted offloneiLnd time-, Lhe lirll itace lb 
had been dilcovered of arth i letLin*\ "i^SW \t*. ' 
new wrirld. SaiJing tu the eaftwaiA, V\<.e »*■« 
ral pirH'cd Vvbiavo, and fuvcral \owr>% **^ -ft? 
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trade, among which was ^enigiia, 'wbtire the In- m 



i 



dians Taid ihe gold wr^ colkttedr ami the plates 
made. On the 2d of Ncvember, he etiterfrd a 
harbour, lo which he gave Ihc sppeHatlon of- 
Porto Ecllo, from its tieautiful fituatioo. The 
"Wf^tber proving unfavourable for proceeding, he 
continued here for iVvCrt dajs, during ivhicU 
Ipace, a Con&ant communicatioD and comtncTce 
was kept op with the natives, 

LeavJDg Porto Bello, the adtpiral direded his 
CQurfe to the eatlward ; but neitt day wa^ forced 
back ; and running in among the tdands near the 
Codtinenr, where ibe town of Nombre de Djos 
now ftands, called the Place Puerta de Eaftirnen- 
tos, from the quanlily of ptonfious. A boat, well 
manned, being Cent in purluit of a csaoe, tbe In- 
dians on board it were fo terrified, that the/ 
leaped into the fea, and in fpite of all the effbrt« 
of the Spaniard§, efcaped by dint of diving atld 
ffrimming. .Here Columbus remained for a 
fortnight, when he failed forGuigaj where a bo- 
dy of ihrte hundred Indians appeared ready lo 
open a trade with the Spaniards. Withoui mak- 
ing any delay here, he put into a fmall confined 
port, which he named Relreie, capable oC con- ■ 
taining no more than fix fliipa, wkh an entrance " 
not more than twenty poccs wide, in this place 
lie lay aine days, at fiift trading very fatnilmrl/ 
with the Itidtane, till the tofolence of one of tba 
failora provoked them to open hoftjlity. Their 
courage incrcaOog daily with their numbers, and 
thcr admiral havickg in vain endeavoured to allay 
Ihe commotioa, found it abfolutely oecelTary la 
alter his depurtmenU to prevent their aggrefttan, 
-ft^ therefofe ordered his men to fire fome pieces 
v/'caaapa, which tbey antvcKi wUh noife and 



Eiferation, as if tbuy defpifed the cxplofionj 
Twhtcti they believed to be the clfc:^ of ihiinder, 
Oci this one of the great guns was ioatied with 
fliotj rand the ball falling i-i the aiiJll of i psrty 
alfcmbled on a hillofk, convinced tliem tliai iliey 
had fomeching more ihan noife to appreliend. 
Ever after they kept nut of fight. Tliele people 
were tjlland welUdiaped. In lEie harbour, all! 
galors were nunierouT, Thefe anim^l^ llept 
athore, and emitted a inutkj' fcenl. They ap- 
peared ravenous when ihey could take an ad- 
vantage ; but cowardly when nitacked. 

The admiral perceiving ihat the wijids conti- 
nued to blow with vlolfince from the eaftern 
quarter, and that he was preckided frojn trading 
with ihe inhabiianiaof thiscoaft. refolved to la- 
tisfy hirarelf in rcgurd to the aalhenticiiy of the 
report, coticerniug the mines of Veragua, and ao-, 
cctrdingly failed back to Porto Bello. 

Ne:^1 day, the wind Ihifted ; and for fome 
ttrne the weather was fo Uoltterous, that a man 
cnuld fcarcely iRapd on deck, The clouds feem- 
cd to be melting in(o 3 deluge ; the whole air ap- 
peared like a flieet of lightning; and the thunder 
tolled inceilhnlly over ihcir heads. Tlie marjoers, 
worn out with fatigue, and tcrriEied with this jo- 
urnal coramolioii of llic elements, were driven to 
defpalr. Amidlt this danger and diftr-iftiou, Ihey 
were in the uttnoft peril gf being overwlielraecl 
by a dreadful water-fpciit, which rifiog from 
the fea, about the thicknefj of a butt, feenjed to 
reach llie douda, snd burfi with a IrenilhdoUS 
roar. To darken their profpefl, they loft fight of 
one of the lliip^; andirw^siiol till the ctid of 
tlircedaysi that they found ll\e 'w-i,'^ <.-a,\.t> 
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At this crilis, when almoft hope was lofl, a 
calm enfLie>3j of two days coniinuance, during 
vhich iliej- were fnrr«und«ci by fliarks Co voraci- 
cuSt thu ihry were caoghl with any bail. In ihe 
belly at' <me. an eniire tiirilewas found alive. 
Thiii^h ihpfe fifiics were regarded as ominous, 
and Ilifir flclh but indifferent fnod, ihe failors 
trgliinitig to be prcfTed widi fatntPB, a(e ihem 
wiili greaL eagertiefs. Indeed all iheir fea fiores 
Vtire confnmpd, except thdr bifcuii; and this 
was {a fall oC mag^olR. from (he heat and nioif- 
lure of ihe cLimai?, that they generally air it in 
the dark, to conceal ihe difguft o( the vermin 
with which ii W33 filled. 

On the I7tb of December, Columbus rrpofed 
Jiis crews for three day§ id a harbour raft ot Ten- 
uotij cal]cJ Hniva by the nalivei. Hen- ihry ob- 
ferved, (hat llie nBlues lived in hu^K effftt^d ID 
ibe lops l^f trefts.tg fecure them frorn wild besflsj 
■nd Isud tlpods or encrnies of their own fpccics; 
for \V3f fie«5tiently raged alctig the cnafi. On 
quitting tlii* harbour, a bfw l>nrm iraCe. and. 
they were ofjliged to take rtiehrt in another pctt. 
The M <if next nidntli, ihe wcalhtr became miirs 
innderaic j but as if Providence had refolved !o 
ihwart the expedition, nn fconer were ibey ajain. 
under fRil, ilian ttie winil frtllienetl nnd bcuffme 
cnnirary; and Ihey weie buflet«d aL:j'.il by ihe 
waiesi ci1l they were driven back to one of llitir 
former ports. 

Aflci fonie repair'Si and laying 'in s firfli ft'ick 
ft (WKi [irovifionB as ihe country fiipplted, Co* 
lumbuK once more fet out ; but he was fa per- 
jileiked wiih currcola, and faiigucd wilh irni^iens 
snJ ro^MTary^ winds, ibat he g^vc this co^il Ihe 
Mpp^npriate name of de CoiilraftRS, or the Caaft 
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At lalt he reached the river of Veragua, whofe 

waiertwere very fliallowj but the boats proceed- 
e(^ up to (be town, near which the gold m'lass 
-Q/ere Oid la lie. At Brft ttic Indians dood on 
their guard] and menaced oppofition; but our 
Ind:an interpreter giving a favourable rCprefent- 
ation of the wiews and coodufl of (irangcrs, thejr 
were appeared j and bartered away twenty plfllea 
of goldj and fomc grains of the fannc metal in 
their native flate, which ihcy faid had been col- 
kfled ID defolale tQomitains, at a very great dtf- 
tatlCe, 

Two of the lliips, with the admiral on board, 
went up a river in the Tictnily, lo which he had 
given (tie appellation of Eethlem ; and here they 
found the Indians ready to exchange their com- 
raoditiea, particularly filh, which at certain fea- 
fone of ihe year fwim up the rivers in incredible 
flioals. The other iliips having joined, Bactholo-' 
mew, the lieutenant^ went up the liver with the 
boats to the city of Qi^ibio; the king, who hear^ 
ing of bi& deiign, in token of friendlliip, met him 
111 his canoe. Next day be viliied the admiral. 
and aftei: an hour's couverration, and an inter- 
•change of prefeats, he departed extremely ^rati-r 
fied. 

Soon after, the river fwelled by the flooda fo 
fuddenly and fo high, that the adreiiral's fhip 
parted her cable, and rnn foul of another veiTel, 
by which accident bulb were in imminent danger 
of being lofi. This prodigious rife was fiippofed 
to be occalioned by fome cloud having buift oa 
the lofty mountains of Veragua. 

On the eth of February^ 1503, \\\Z ' 
atid fixly-cight men afcended the visex \,oOifc' 
ciqai't towiij oa furpofe to enquue VY« ^ta\ 
H3 ^ 
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At this crtlis^ when atmoft hope was loft, a 
calm cnfued, of two days conlimiancc, durrng 
uhich ihey wsre furroundcd by fiiarks fo rciraci- 
otiSj thai they *ere csughtwiih any bait- In the 
belly ot" one. an entire (urile was fbunii alive. 
Though there fifiies were regarded as ominous, 
aiid their fltili but indifferent food, the Tailors 
begiiinitig to be prcfTed with famine, ate ihem 
with great eagernefs. Indeed all their fea ftores 
HtGre CDnfumed, except their bifcuil; and this 
vas fo full of maggots, from llie heat and nioif- 
ture of the climate, ihal ihey generally ate it in 
the dark. Iq conceal the difgull of ihc vermin 
vltli whicli it was fillf;d. 

On the 17th of December, Cotiimbus rfpofed 
his crews for ihrec d^tys in a harboui eaft of Pen- 
ncn, called Kuiva by the tiaiiyes. Here- they ob- 
ferved. ihst Ibe naiives lived in huts created in 
the fops of (reea.to ftcure them from wild beafts, 
and iand floods, or enemies of their own Ipedfsj 
for war I'tequcntly mged along the cngfl. On 
quittiDg tlti^ liPTbour, a tipw (lortn arofe, aud 
• (hey were obliged to Isfce ftieltcr in anolher port. 
The 3<l »>(■ ncKt monlli, the weather betamc mors 
iTioderatc i but bs if Pfovideti dc bad refolvfri to 
thwsrt the eipediliati, HO footier were Ihcy again 
under" fail, Ihao tbe wind frcfliened ai^J btciime 
tfrtiiirary ; and they weie biifleted aho'.it by iho( 
■waves, till ttity VfCTC driven hack 10 one of thrir 
fDljupf ports. 

Al'tti formic rf:pairs, and la^'ing ii^ a frtfti ft'.ck. 
<>frfiKl« |irftvi(iOB4 Aft the cminlry fuppHed, Co- 
lunabus once moTC fet out; hut he was fo per- 
plL'.x<^d -wild cEiircnt!, .lod fatigued with letnpefls 
and ccjiirary \yindn, thiil he gave ibis coHfl the 
appr-ppriaie name of de Conuafttti Qi ihe CoaA 
^ Opmea tiaa . 
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At laft lie reached die river of Veragua, vhok 
■waters were veryfliallow; but the boats proceed- 
ed up to the tov/a, near which the gold mioes 
were faid lo lie. At iiri\ the Indians ftood t>n 
their guard, and menaced oppofiiLoo) but our 
Indian interpreter giving a favourable repreletit- 
ation of the view* and condoft of Arangere, they 
were appeared i and bartered away twenty platea 
of gold, and foine grains of the fame metal in 
their nfltive Hate, which Ihey faid had been col- 
leCleij in dcfglale mouotains, at a very great dif- 
tance. 

Two of the fliips, with the admiral on board, 
went up a river in the vicinity, to which he had 
given the appellation of EethJem; and here they 
found the Indiana ready to exchange their com- 
moditiea, particularly dfti, which at (>crtEin fea- 
fons of the year fwim up the rivers in incredible 
flioals. The other rtiips having joined, Bartholo- 
mew, the lleutenattt, went up the river witli the 
boats Id the cily of Q.uibio j the king, who hear- 
ing; of his defign, in token of friendfhip, met him 
ill his canoe, Next day he vifited the admiral 
and after ^n hour's converfation^ and an inter- 
change of prefentSj he departed exEremely graci- 
iied. 

Soon after» the river fwelled by the floods fa 
fuddenly and fo high, thai the admiral's ihlp 
parted her cable, and ran foul of apothfr vefleJ^ 
by which accident both were in imminent danger 
of being lofl. This prodigious rife was fuppofed 
to be occafioned by foroe cloud having biirfi od 
the lofly mountains of Veragua. 

On the 6tb of February, laoa, vVa \\wi.\.tKiLvrfL 
aud fjxty-eight men afcended iVie. m« v> Wt 
c/jiie'ns town, on purpofe to enoawft vVft '^*''*''' 
Hi 
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without -waiting fgr a reply, he weighe*! snclriH', 
and failed agnin {be tame evening. Though Cn- 
liiiubiis wa» R^uiig !o the Ibui by this abrupt de- 
parture, JiE- conceultil his eniOlion ; and aRe6ted 
(o hy, thai ihe caraval had fniled by hts direc- 
tions ; bccaule being too fmall lu lake tfie ■whole 
parly, he was detertnined they Hioiiid not be fe. 
pflrated. This dechration once more iileiired ihc 
confpiralors. But the Irulh was, the governor 
of Hi Tp iniola, being jealous led Columbus, on his 
reloru to Spaifij (liotild J*uperfede him, had fent 
to reconnoicre liis lituaiioni wiih a view of de- 
flroyin^ bim. By Ihe arrival of this fliip, how- 
ever, Columbus bad received undoubted iuTelli- 
gerice, that bis melTengers had been able lo dif- 
charge ibeir miiUon; and he indulged ih« hop?, 
lh.1t their renionllrances would procure him atlal^ 
Ihc willicd for relief. 

Thel'e Kfolute adventurers, fnithfiil to their 
charge, h:id conleiided with many ditHcuhles in 
their pallage, but at laft fui^tnounied ihem ail. 
Foe iwo dtiys ibey continued rowing and pud- 
dling, ^Juring which they ruliaiued (he extrt-mef 
of ihirl^ hent, and fatigue ; and Tome of the 
Indmns ptti-ially died for want of tcfri-flKTient. 
At ihc end of the fccon<i day, they b«g»n lo fuf- 
pei^ that they had mijled ibc right courfe, and 
defpondency began to leize (hem; but obfcrving 
the moon rife qvtr land, wlitch prov<^d to be a 
fcnall ifland about eight leagues from Hifpaniola, 
their hopes revived with the prtufpcft. roc thi« 
fpot they VOWTed wilb intcnfe efifoits ; aad 
Bcxt morning going artiore, found it barren 
and (IdblatCj but It fun^ifhed waitr, of whicb 
Jiijne drank to fuch an cxtef», as lo produce drop- 
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ffi'^eA iherafelves in rhe beft manner thayconlJ, 
Ihi^y fleered their conriPi far Cape St. Micbae), the 
seai-efl land In HiTpflniola, where they (afcly ar- 
Tived. Ficfeo, hacin^ r^-pofed lilmiclf two daySf 
"woald have relumed tn tbe admiral as agreed, 
but neirher failors nor Indians would accompanjr 
tim. Ah forMendez, fliougli helaboui^d under 
a []uari3n ague, he let oui immediiitely for Xara- 
giia, and fet forth the a<3mirars (iiuation to the 
governor) who, after much importunity, gave 
liim permidion tn [mrehat'e a flitp at St. Dnmingu. 
This veiTe! aftcrwat<^ft failed for Jaiiiaicj, from 
whence Columbus difpaicbed her H'iili packets 
for [EiFir Catholic Msjtftics. « 

A dcfire of reconciliation for the benefit of all 
partifs, prompted ihendmiral loattetnpi lobripg 
the Porras back to thpir duty. To enforce bis 
arguments, he fet before (hem the profpeft of a 
fpeedy voyage to thrir own country; ioformiog 
t^eni he had rcceivtd a prrimifc of being relieved 
by a caraval from l-Iirp:;niola; ^nd iii coLifirmaliotl 
of the tnilh of (tiis, fcot them a part of his pre- 
fcnis. The ring-leaders, dVcading a rc-unioOi 
employed sEI Ihrir eloijmfnce to difluade their ad- 
bercnis froiu acc:ep1ing ihe pmpolal*; and won! 
■wait fcnt bac:1{, thai they were ready to depart 
peaceably for Hifpanlola. if the admiral would 
funiilh them with a vefTel : or if he had but one. 
alJl^n one hnlf of it for their accommodation^ 
«a<1 I If the mcADfirae divide the clothes andcom- 
moditjen, in his pclValfi'jn. with them. Tolhisar- 
rogant demand was added a UircHf, that if he re- 
fuled to camp]yj tfaey wculd come and Arip bicn 
by fone. 

Thk ra^narf- they flfdiaUy TftCa\\tA \c] ^\t^ "^^^"^ 
execution, add marched down wiOam a&»»t^^" 
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of hiS (hips would permit. A]l the goods 
flores *ere carried off; and nolhing of value left, 
CKcept tlie httlk of ihe (hip intended Hot (he ufe 
of ihc fcttltment, which was fouutl tud rottea lo 
be of farther fervice. 

The admiral having yielded lo imperious cir 
cuEndaiices, which fruilraleil his reafonable cx- 
peflaiions of deriving L'lei'it and advanrjge from 
erecting a ftttlement on the continent, failed 
along ihecoaft ft !he <;aftwar(l, contrary to ihe. 
judgment of all his pilots, who ihought it poffi 
ble to reach Dnniingo by bearing to the north, 
Thefuperior nautical fl^ill of CJlucnbus ntid hift_ 
brollier tangbi them otherwife. They «'ere at-tM 
vertliclefs BKpofed to the (obloquy of ignorance; ■ 
aadmiinnLirs and appreheniions were fpread,lhat 
he had it in c'^'iiteiiiplatlon Co fall direflly for 
Spain, without having tal^en in provilion^ ade- 
rjuate to the voyage. ■ 

Having reached Porto BdlOi he was obliged t»l 
leave another of his ftiips, which was total3_y de- 
cayed. He [hen palfed Porto Reirete, together 
wilh a number of minute i (lands ; and having 
weathered ihe point of Mainiora on the conti- 
nent, on the 1ft of May, he Itood tq the north, 
with both wind snd currents feuing froiQ Iho 
call. 

Thepriodpal navigstofH affitmed, that he wsj 
already to the eaftwsrd of the Caribbecs ; but he 
himfcif was fearful he fliould not yet be able to 
fetch Hifpaniola. and his jadgrocnl was scrififd. 
After a ran of feverfll days, Jie found hlmfelf 
among tbc iflands called the Queen's Garden, 
ten leagues to the fouthward of Cuba. By ihi* 
itme tLe /hips were fo leaky that they coutd 
fcarceJy te managed t>y the fucni5&'. vVt^rccEth. 
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of the trews waa «!iauiled; and they were at 
3 Ihort allowance of very indiiferem fare, had it 
been uDlimitfid. In ihia melancholy (ituation, 
they were overtaken fay a ftorm. The two fhips 
ran foul of each otherjand bad nearly tbnndered; 
however Providence again favoured the admiral ; 
with difhcuily ihey got clear, and dropped tbeir 
anchors. What incre^Lfed llieir thankfuinefs was, 
to lind in the morning, (tiat only one f^rind of the 
cable was left uncut: had this given way, they 
muft have been dafhed on pointed rocJts. 

The weather having become moderaiej Colum- 
bus failed to an Indian town in Cuba^ named 
MaitaiSj where he iaiJ in foine refreflimentj. 
But finding it tmpollible lo bear up foirHifpaniola, 
he flood over to Jamaica, with the Ihips almoft , 
full of watetj in fpite «f all their exertions. At 
lafl he reached 4he harbour of Santa Gloria, well 
guarded by rocks ^ and finding it impolliblc lo 
keep the Ihipa longer afloat, he run iheni aground, 
fide by fide, and ordered fhcds to be made on their 
decks for the protection of his men. Ey tbU ex- 
pedient he had the crewa more rndet control 
tbao if they had been on land, and better guard- 
ed from any attack of (he natives. With that 
'wifdooi whicb always niarked his eoadud, be 
appointed two perfgDa lo fuperiatend the marketf 
(Eat equal julUce might be done on both fides; 
and the Indians, fure of honourable treatment, 
might be ready to fupply him with provifions, 
or (o engage in traffic. Thefe regulations were 
alil^c grateful to his own men, who were well 
fupplied, and to the Indians, who frequently ex- 
changed their animals and provifionB fot a.'oVi-vS. 
tin, a few glafs beads, oi a ba-AVa \»ei, K'^'*' 
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was fomeiitxie^ cnmjilimented with a red cap^ a 

Byt ihowgli they were now treed fiom the 
pieirure of want and immediale diingcr, tIjLs 
W3S nol tlie ff:cnc ot" lljctr relt. Tbft admiial 
jriest conlulted bow to Iranlijort llic [lariy tp 
Hifpauiola, and Atxet mature t!i;lib<U'atii>in. il was 
TEldvcdr iliat iwo canoes Eliauld be dilpjiicbcd 
thitbtr with an flcdouot of iheif minturlunc*. 
and a prcUiDg Ibhciiation to Ihc gnvcroor, (o 
(end a fllip' iot iheir relief. James Meuclcjde- 
Scgura, ittc admiral's fccretary, enibiSrkcd in otic 
Canoe witli lixteen men, Spaiiiardi and IndiauB; 
and. i!ie command of the other was given to 
fkiriholDmew tielcD, a Genoele genilejrun, who 
Jttui thE \atne nuiiiljer ut' listiidn, I'his latl had' 
ordf^ri to return ininiediately wiih the news of 
their ^afe arrival ; while M^ndez (liould ctmijime 
bia route over had lo St. Dtiiniiigci. 

Thr. men icfi, loon began lo grow fickly from 
llie fatigue il-iny Lad undergone, and a change o( 
diet i and illnefsalwaj's to lit ru 3 I'pirit of dil'caii' 
tcut. They now caballed againft ihe admital, 
as it' tie had no wilh lo return lo Sjjbiin -, ihcjr 
anticiifalcd ibe rclulbL of the goverxior ot Hilpa- 
niDb to grant ;iny alliftance lioni bii previuus 
concLuel ; I hey even iuggcllcd ibai. the cancwa 
wcrr Ui0. or romt- (idings wooid hate beeti re- 
crivcd trom ittc I'ccrclary. H^ucc ibcy <:ijiiclud' 
ed, ttui it wa^ ibeir bcil plan to leave the adnii'- 
rai, whii ivm very ill of iJie gout, ai^d id follow 
llicir companlnns tu Uilpaniyla, whcc ibcir de- 
fcrtiun would be a piiUf°''t "^ 'be governors fa 
'VQUf. l^WQ bt'-'O'cviy ot ilie iMme f>i Porraa werQ 

'^f-' /uf£eiltii> uad lMp;^)<jii.ct3 vl tbcic iVtititncntsi 
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tmi as the blftiop of Burgos, the fworn fot of 
Columbna, kcpl one of ihtir fillers Jn tiualiiy o( 
concubine, they did not doubt but they iliouid 
meet wJlh protection in Spain. Thcfc iofiiju- 
aiions had iheir fiiH sifc&^ and about torty- 
cight of the men having fallen into tliejr ]ine, 
preparations were diligently made fur the execu- 
tion of rheicdefigns. 

Matters being ripe for a dircorery, pn the 2d 
of Jsniiary, 1504, Captain Francis dc Porras, who 
liad been ele^ed leader, afcendtng the quancr- 
decfc, where ih? admiral ]ay coei lined in b« d. info- 
lenLlj' demanded thercafon why hedid not return 
to Spain, but kept hi* men to pcrilh in fucli a 
firiiition, Columbus, furprQing a, confpir-icy, 
caSmW replied, that it Wiis imjinllible tordumi 
to Spain witlioiit A vefl'el ; that bolh intcrcft and 
duty prompted him to be gone j and ib.ii for the 
gratificaliDn of his people, he would fummon all 
Jij«t officefB to CBnfult on the mean? of forward iug 
their wirtjes. TJiis mild rcunoiiftrsnce had pp 
cfTtfil on PoiTa9. He faid it was now tno !alc to 
waft'' word* i ihat if the admiral ilid not immc* 
dialcly embnrk, he might fiay a\cxK. Titeu raif- 
irig hi* voice, he exclaitne-d^ " I am goiiig to 
•"Spain wiih thfjf*! who arc inclined to follow 
tnt." Br this liis adherents joined in the tids" 
niat'on.siid iaiincdiatiily took polirffion of dif- 
ftre-nt pans of the Hiip, fo Uiat uproar and coti- 
fafioD wtre nnivMUl. The iioift; of tl>is ttimalc 
faoftc* :hf ndinirat irom hi? beJ of fickn^rs: he 
ftortcJ upi ^^*' ""^s c'^lr withhtld from nifliirtg 
into t|]s miill^ -of the Coiilpirstors, by the atfitx- 
liftn^'ie rr;lti3in1s of liis fervarfts, bHo drtaitiV^ 
in'i,hi bp itmrdeied. The V'.rvvwni.'^^i »'^''? 

Ti/xW* I »^'' 
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armed and cnnfine^j having cauttoned forrds la 
vain to reflcA on his condii£i:, wbich would. 
meet -with exemplary punifhmenL The ring- 
leader difveg^rded tliis advicej and feizing tea 
Cannes which had bpen pvirclial"t;d of the Indians 
by Columbus, pmbarked with all his adherents^ 
■wbo espreiied the fame exuliation as if ilicy bad 
already been landed in Spain. On this occalion, 
fome who had not joined in the confptracy-j de- 
fpriring now of relief, defired to be taken on 
board, to ibe infinite forrow of the admiral and 
his few remaining followers. Had the wholo 
been in health, it i^ probable that none but his 
brother and his dometltca would have rensained 
in their doty. 

The mulineers coafling along the eaft fide of 
Jaroatca, committed all tnanner of outrages oa 
the natives, and dcfired them to apply far rcdrefa 
and indemnity to the admiral, who wa^i Llie au- 
thor of all their calamities; and to put him to 
desih, ihould he deny them fati.ifa£tEan, 

Having carried their malice as far as diabolic 
cal invention would go, ttiey began their voyage 
for Hifpaniola, vf'uh. fome Indians, wJiom tltey 
corapelLed to a& as rowers. They hjd not, how- 
ever, made four leagues from (and, when the 
wind, which W3s coalrary, bcg^an to frelhen, ^od 
the fca to rifq nnd to fill the canoes. Being un- 
acquainted with the mode of navigating fucli 
Teflcis, they thought to lighten them by murder- 
^ ing the Indians, and ibrqwiog their bodies into 
the ocean. Tbi$ inhuman deliga they Executed 
OP fome; others being thrown overboard aliycj 
fwam till they were ciihaullcd, then hanging hf^ 
the canoes for breath, the dcteRable monfters cun 

off'thcir hands ; aad in this wwutx o^VlWat. v^- 
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Tiflied. Probably not one would have efcnped, 

had not a few been fjived out of a cruel charity to 
carry tbem butk to Jamaica? as tliey found iC 
impr;i£ticable to proceed. Having reUndcd aa 
thiH illand, a council was iidd; u-hen fDcne pro- 
fofcd Uiat they fliDLtld l^ke aiJvaiusge at ihe 
winda and currenl-i to ran over to Cuba, wiience 
the pair^ge lo HiTpaniots was "Oiort : otliers ad- 
viled attempting to make their p^ace wiih the 
admiralj bwc a majority of voices agreed, that 
after it became calin, they llio<.iId purfue their 
former voyage. HaTJHg waited a rnontb for a 
favograble opporlunity of leaving the itland, dnd 
taving tnadc two unfiiccefsful efforts, they at laft 
marched by land to the weRward, plundering Ihc 
natives as cbey advspced. 

The firfV care qf the admiral, was In efface ihe 
b&d imprcdiioni) which the mutitieerN had made 
OD ibe Indians, sod in this he foj innately. fnc- 
ceeded j for they fvpplied hicn with proyifions 39 
before. His next ohje£l was lo recover his peo- 
plfi by the fiipplies he coutd procure for their re- 
lief. I5ut the Indians attending no farther to 
agricullure than was abfolutely iieceiraiy for 
their own fubfiftence, begitn to feel a I'caTcity ; 
and the admiral being iti a fiLuaiion that notongec 
challrnged obedience and refpefl, ihey btcame 
indifFerent about his wants. The fagacity of 
Columbne, ever prompt ai expedient.?, fupplied 
hiiB with a mofl extiaordinary retotiice for rs- 
irleving his charaacr and credit with the fa» 
Tflgea. Kctowiitg by calculations, thnt in three 
days rhfre wonM be an eclipfc of ihflmoon, ho 
lent an Indinnof Hirpanlola lo a1Tli1^^tl\ev\^ft•2vi^*^^' 
*)/the dillricl:, on an affair of\tViV'^tVaftc«5^Q'*^ 
all. Wring obeyed ilie ftnnnioiiSi\ve vs^i'^fe'^ 
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his interpreter, lliat he and hi§ people Wtnj 
Chrilliatts, and believed in God who created the 
lii-iiveii and the earth, protedted the fighteou's, 
and (lunidicd the wielded, ^nil titercfore wouLd 
not fulT-r the mbtUioas Spairiard; to pafs over to 
Hifpaniolaj thou[;h he h:id by hfs ProvldfucB J 
conduftcd tbe metrengers lent by him. bec^ofc ^ 
iheir delign wab Isunljble ; that the (ame Al- 
mighty, and Ali-JMJi Being was inteiifed agyinft 
tlic Indiatw for becoming iiegligeiu in fopplyiug 
his people wUb prnviiions, and was dp.iermiaed 
la puiiirh Khca\ wiib i^ifigue acid famine. Asa 
token of wbidi, thsy would that very nlghi feo 
the moon rile wir£i an angry and bloody afped, 
to denote tUe miBfortuaes tbat were abuut iff- 
en file. 

As fear or belief operated on the mind, (hi* 
propUecy had different effeSa. But when tfacf 
perceived the mooii tn reality eclipfed, and 
darkue-lg increafing as Ifae rofe, univerfa] coo- 
£«rnation prevailed. They came running from 
all f|C3jtcrs, Jadcn witli pruvilionsi and with loud 
cries and linicniaiions ippplic-aitd i-i*e jdriiiral 
to intercede with God in iheir behalf j and thai 
for tlie future ihey would be allentivc to ^il hi» 
wants. Having abtalued this pramircj Ci^iltm- 
bus faid be vvuiild life [>ia inftuenct 4iiEi the 
Supreme; and icrordinglj' (hue bimlelf up, while 
the Inili ini rem.tined wiihoiU, howling in (he 
luolt fiitroti§ tnaAuer, and imploring Wn ai^lU 
ance. When he perceived ihe eclipie ahoai to 
decreafe, he came out, and bade them be of good 
chser j his prayers for ihtjn had been heard ; aud- 
thac God had forgiven thetn, on condition of 
/ie/r being Aind and hofpitable to iheChriftiRns, 
Jn cuu^riaatioa of tUis, lie uffutei (\v^va, ibcf 
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•would fpeedilyfee the moon lay afide her wrath- 
ful afpt6t, and fliiiie with her formei" Cplendor. 

T]iJ5 prugnoftic bting verified, thpy adored ihe 
God/if the ChrlftiatiBj and evpr after continued 
to fiipplj him and hfs men to ihe utmoft of their 
abililicffj for Ihniigh ihey muft have observed 
eclipfes before, they^ ihought it impoiTiblc to 
predifl tlieiii, and therefore confidered Colum- 
bus as au immediate agent of the Deity. On 
a review of iliis aititice, we cannot refrain 
from obfffrviiig, tliat it was flrongly tinftui'ed 
with impleiy niid prtTuiTiption ; but it was furely 
lefs culpable than many which the profefled fer- 
vants of the Supreme Being haveufed to promote 
iefs honourable ends. 

£iglit months had nowelapfed fince the depart- 
ure of the rneflengers triHifpaniolaj and even the 
firmed refolulion began to waver. It was gene- 
rally fupptifed Xhp.y had peri(hed in the feA,or been 
maffacied by the HlTpanioJart Indians, There ap- 
prehendons were confirmed by the information 
of fome of the tiatives of Jamaica, who laid lh<^y 
bnd feen a caiioc, overfcl, driVcD on the coall by 
Ihe tide. Every day adding flrenglh lo fear, a 
(iftw cotifpiiacy was formed; at the head of which 
was one Bernardj an apothecary. The plan was 
to defert the admiral in imitation of the for- 
mer mutineers i but hctppily this wan rendered 
Abortive by the arrival of a fhip from Hifpaniola* 
The captain^ whofe name was Jamss de Efcabar, 
having come to an anchor^ vifited the admiraL 
■with coropliments from the governor, who being*, 
he faid^ unprovided with a fliip fufficient foe ^.^n^v 
ptirpofe of tranfporting to manv mtn.^i'a^^^ 
£im a prefeot of a caiV of wivie aT^A Vw-* ^'^V^j^ 
of bacoa. Having tleliv«-* *^'^ *»w«»v 
13 
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Und without much increafing his forniEc rcpata-^ 
tion. 

Difappoin^ed, and probably neglefled in confc- 
feqiience of his failure, he left England, find en- 
tered into the fervice of Spain, in which he rofe 
lo the higlieft r^nk, and iign^lizt^d hjmfelf in J 




lanay hazardous attempts to promote the views 
of hi» emploj^ers. Furtunc, however, frowned 
upon hini. In an intended voyage to iIjc Mo- 
luccas, through the Straights of Mng^^Ilan, his 
men became mutinous, aod his project was fruf- 
trated. He, liowever, failed up ibe rivers Plala 
and P&ragHay, built fevcraS forts, and dlfcovcred 
and reduced 3 rich aild fertile trafi of countr/ 
under tlic dominion of Spain. After fpending 
five years in America, he returned In chagrin; 
atid met but with a cold reception, 

Thefe circumdances confpired to make hltn 
anxious to icturxi lo his native country : ahout 
thr latter end of the reigti of Henry VIII. he 
again fettled at Briflol. 

A fpirit of cortimerce be^iutiing to be difTufrd 
in EngJand, Cabst, in 1552, was aftive in ^n en- 
terprife to fit out fomc fliips for the difcovery of 
tlie northern parts nf the world ; and thei-fby toi 
open new fcenes of adion, and new clinnnels for 
<raffic. The espedition look place w]ih l!ie pa- 
tronage of government ; and ihis wrs the firll 
voyage m:!de to IluOiii, and the foundation of that 
interconrre which has fincc fubfitled between ihe 
two nationfi. Upon liiis firft fuccefs, a RulTiau 
company was focoied, of which Cabot was confli- 
ialed governor for life. 

After an aftive life, fpent la the roofl honoiir- 
^b/cfptirfhits. and chiefly employed ih the fervice 
^^^^^'ct^htry^he died upwardsof fcveoVy "ywTiof 
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THE CAB01 
Tbougli bis fame muft bc i^Uowed (o b^ 



fat inferior to that juftly dnc to Columbiin, his 
claimi, as an original difcoverer, were infinfidy 
fiipcrior to [hoie of AmeiicHS Vefpudus. But 
fottune^ fecoLided by caprice, has given the latter 
a iiame> which we fliall now fee was nptber ras- 
rkcd Qorjufl. 
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JIOGI 

'AMERICUS VESPUTlUSl 

AND HIS 

DISCOVERIKS. 



AMERICUS VESPUTIUS was defcended 
from an ancient and honoiirflble family 3t 
Florence, wliere he was born in MSI. He early 
dil'covered a tafle for philofopiiy, mat]i«raatics» 
and navigation. The difcoveriea of the Portu- 
guefc had called tlie allentioti ol' the fiiidioua to 
a more inlimate acq ii[i![itanc& with \\\o(e branches 
of Iiteradirewhich artconneftedwilh the iialnial 
hifloryofthfi earth andof manhiiicE; and had ani- 
mated the enterpriling to iignaljzc tbemleU'es in 
the line of ad venture, which they had pointed out, 
and to wliich ibe genius oi a Columbus hnd jaft 
given aa eclat that ;ievcr coi]ld be liippol'ed. 

VVe have obfrrved, that after tlit return of this 
great mai] from bis Ucond voyage, the malice of 
bis enemie§ and the jealorify of the court began 
to fliow itfclf. AIotiM de Ojeda, an offiper who 
had (ailed with h^m, having joined his intereft 
with Americus Vflpuiias, vliOj btirned with &n 
inipacier^ce to parlak^ the glory of ih? ^dijiiraJ, 
dandeflindy obtained from the Billiop of Borgos 
(he draught* and plans -whicb he had depofilcd 
in the bands of that prelate, by oiicx tt't >V-\x 
CalhcJic JWjjel1i£«j atid being tUtt^viikeA -wV^ 
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foar Hiipa, according to foiae writers, fel fail from 
Cadiz on the 20th of May, 1-497. Vefpuims, 
whofe fuperior rank ot addreft feemed to have 
made hitn confidered as the principal, fell in with 
ttic C03A of Paih, and ran along it as far as Terra 
Pirraa and the Gqlpb of Mexico j and, after an 
»bfepce of eigbteen piQtiths, returnrd to Spain. 
Ho did not prelend to difputc with Columbus the 
prigioal difcoveiy of tbe Wefl Indies ; but wilhed 
to have it bcli>;vrd, thst he had firlt found out 
the coniioent. To efFcftiuie Ihia, he is faid tt> 
hava fallified datesj for which he hai been fe- 
Vcrely ccoftircd ; and being an excellent g^ogra' 
bher and drafifmau, As well 3.$ a plaulible writfr> 
he blended different accounts togetberj and Ini- 
poling on the greateft part of Europe, gained an 
honour to which he had no right; tltal of giving 
his Daniie to the new world. £ut no doubt now 
tcmaiGS to whom this diflin&ion ought to have 
been due; and though we mnR allow that AlnC- 
lica, as the name of a quarter of the globe, afli- 
mulaleH beiterwitb ths reft than Columbia would 
have done; had the firfldifcovercr of (he continent 
been entitled to bcAow an appellation on it, we 
have feen that this belonged to neither, but to 
Cabot. 

Some months having elapfecl, after the return 
of AmericDfi Vefputiuj from his firA voyagei he 
performed a fecond with fix (bipSj under the au- 
fpicea of Ferdinand and Ifabella. It fecms, how- 
ever, that the fccnblance of juftlce to Colunkbui 
wsfi k«°pt up in the commillioD which AmericuB 
■nti other following adienlurcra recefved; they 
were interdifled from coming to an dVichoc witb- 
In Hhy league; of any place where that aavigaloi 

r 5* 
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III tbls fecond Voyage» at as fome VtiW have it, 
the firft, Americas proceeded to the Aiilillaill^nds, 
and from I hence lo ihe coftfl^of G\jiano and Ven- 
OMuela ; and retunied fafe to Cadiz in tht^ monrh 
of November 1500; bringing back with him 
many precioBs fioues aad other valuable Cf^mmo* 
ditles, difcovered hi the coiirfe of his txpetliiion. 
His fcrvices vftK a? ill requited bv tlie Spaniards 
as thofe of" rtie man he wiflied to rival and fup- 
plant; and the ingratitude he experienced made 
him willing to abandon the intereft of LhsC 
country. 

Emanaelt Kiti^ of Portugal, hearing of the 
difafTeAiun of Americus, and jealous of ihe fue- 
txU of their Catholic M^jtillies, htld out propo- 
fals to this tiavigator, which were readily ac- 
cepted, 

Kngagedin thefetvicc of Portugal, Americos let 
fflil from Irilbon with three Ibiiis in M:iy iSQi. 
He firft ran down the coatt of Alrica as fares the 
coall: cf Angola, and then (tanding ever for the. 
American continent, fell in with the Brj^ils. 
which he entirely dH'covered and explored as far 
as Patagouisi to ihe Co«t|], ani;! the river Ls Plata 
tiorlh. He then failed back t(j Sierra Li;»7na $ 
and keeping along the cpaft rf Guinea, rCtilrficd 
to Ijiibon, aftrp a vnyage of lini<"cn months. 

His Portngiiefe Majrfty. <rla(etl witli this fdc- 
cefs, and grateful to its anthor, fuod equipped lis 
Slips, of which he gavp Ameiicus the comraanij, 
to profeCOCC farther difcovcrics. In this new 
Toyrtge, it viTAi his Inteniioti to fland along the 
coat^of America tothe fonth, in order (6 dilcover 
a paiTagc to the Molucca illands by the weft. He 
examined. Ihe coaft from the Bay of MV ?)av^\3., 
IPS- fa; as tJieriver Carabaioi b^X^iWi.r.^l'it^''^" 
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too furious to I'eek ihe gfntlc lueAiis of pcrfi 
fion, hurried on the Spaniard:^ to n&i cif the mo 
(hocking violence and barbarity, agninft al! w 
were ijirpeCtedof concealing tJieir Irfafures. The 
fiaughicr nncc begun, no boumis wetE fet to iw 
rage. Hilpaniola, which eontaineiJ ihretr mil- 
lions of iiibabitcints, was depopulated in a few 
years > and Cuba, which bad tix hundred ihou-fl 
land, foon fhared ihc fame fate. Banholooiev* 
de In CalaS] an eye wLtnefs ol ihole worfe than 
Gothic depopulations, fay?, that the Spaniard»J 
wcut out 1^'ith dogs to hunt ahet men. I'hc un-fl 
faappy Tav^iges, almofi hnkrd nnd unarmed, were 
purTu^d like Mild beaJls inlo dcps and forcltsj 
vorried by dogs, dcftmyed by ibot, ot furpriled^ 
and bgrnt in iheir b^bix^tions. 

But kt ^s turo fcDiii this difgraceful \iqv.' to. 
the progrefs of difcoycty. Al ihc time oT tb^ 
deiijjt'e yJ" Colunibys, JxiigliqJas de Obsudi.* fc^a* 
goveioor of HirpaHJpla, He hLid fignelizcd his 
diligence by furvcys oi the coafis, and his lubn- M 
in3tjil)r, by dividing the IndUns i^mong ihcSpa- 1 
niards, by whom they were al htl\ confidered as ' 
ilaves. Ciold was the uuiverfal purfuit; npd 
»hough there was more (ban coe hundred and 
£t\y ihoufand pounds AerUtig aunualty produced, 
from this i(l»nd, it was far from raiislyiii^ tho 
covetaului'Ls of thoie v/bo weie employed in 
amfllTiL>g it. ^....-" ., - i 

Juan Ponce de Leon.Wis coromander of a pro-' 
vince under Obando; and hfcing informed by the 
Indians ihai gold, was plentiful in ?orlo ElcOt he 
obtuitted 9 licence frorti the govf^rnor 1u colonize 
it. \V'hile ibus ctupEoycd, Don Ditgo Colambua 
esiBc out ai his father's fucceffor, to take upon 
AtoieJ/' die gorcraaieai ai Hifpauiolai and had 
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brtjuglit With him fiom Spain a new goi'Brnor 
for Forio Ricy. Fence difptuiiig liis auilionty, 
thu young admirnl let Uicni both aiidE-j and in- 
vefted Mich-ieL Cerron with that CJBce Hgw- 
ever. Ponce, by iiiirhguiog with the enemies of 
tbe fsrailj of Colwmbus, procured a ci^niml llioa 
from Spain for Seizing Cerrgii, whom he tent pri- 
foQcr to Spain, Ponce now feLnboul conquering 
the idandi iind notwiihfl^iiding the kindnrls 
wjtl) which tbe Indians bad treated bim, he iirSt 
CDllavcd, and theo no'it\y crxleririinated chqpi. 

Cerron, fupported by ihe reprefeutaliona of 
Columbus, sgain prevailed; and Vr^s ff:nL back 
to polTcCs bis formef employment. Prace, thus 
reduced to Ihe rank of a private man, fitted oat 
two lliipj for making new dircoveries ; and da 
the 2d of Aprtl 1512, fell in with Land unknown 
to the Spaniards, in latitade 30 deg. 8 min. and 
believing it to be :iri iOand, named it i'lorida^ 
from its beautiful appearatice. 

Abflut the fame time, Alon«f> de Ojedaj who 
bad ferved under Chriflopher Columbus, being 
defirous of making new rctclemcitts, obiained a 
grant of all the l;md which had been difcovcred 
on the continEtit J but Diego Nicueira, a man of 
fupcrior wealth inlerpoling, cisme in for a moiety 
of the gram. The couct of Spaia allowed the 
former ail the country called Andalufia, and the 
latter ibat of Golden C;iiii!e, In thel'e arrange- 
iDfiTitg the claims of the yoi^nger CoiumbLss, to 
whom they belonged iti Tight of his fathet'i dlf- 
«overy, were entirely overlooked. 

Each of ibefe adventurers fitting out Iwovef- 
fcls, foon began to quarrel about tJieir refpedive 
rights i but having adjciftcd thelt d\^yttVt4, Wt"^ 
left HUp^ffioifl lowards the eadot V-'iW. ^"i 
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too furious to fe^b the gentle ruesns of peril] 
^on, burned on Ihe Spaniards (o sQi of thenial 
fliotking violence and barbarity, againll all wh( 
were ftlipeftedof coDccaliiigihcir Ireafnrea. The 
flaughl^-r once begtin» nn bouods w^re ftt lo iljil 
irage, Ilirpsniok, whicEi conlamed three tiiil- 
]ioflS of iiibdbilantSj was dpi.ioptilalcd in a tew 
J ears j and Cuba, which bad (ix hun<!red chcu' 
fand, (aoii Aiated the fartie fate. Hariholotncw- 
de la Cfli'as, an eyo wim&Ts of iholie worie Ihtti 
Golbic depopulaiions, l:iys, fhat ibc Spantardsi^ 
■ft'ent out wiib dogs to hunt afler m^n. The un-H 
happy lavages, almoft twked and unarmed, were^ 
purl'ued like wild heafls inio dens and tbrerts, 
worried hy dogs^ defrayed by (hot, or furpiiied 
and burut iti their habitations. 

Eat let us turn ftom.tbis difgraceful view ( 
Ihe progrefs of diftuvery. At the uras of iha 
denii["c ui Columbus, Nicholas de Obaiidn wa*. 
governor ot Hifpaniola, He had lignalized lila 
diligcHcc by I'luveyB of the coaftsj and hii iiihu- 
tnamty, by dividing tbe Indians among (he Spa- 
oiards, by wLiopa they were ai beft coniiderftd ajj 
ilaves. Gold was the luiiverfai purfuit; and 
theiugh there was more iban ohe hundred and 
£Hy lEiPLirand poqnds (lerling aniiiially prwdnccil; 
ffom Ibis iflfliid, it was f^r from fallsfylng thq 
covetCmlnct's of ihofe who w'cic employed ici 
amalliiig it. _^ 

Jiaan i'oncf! de Lepu was commander of a pro- 
Tioce under Ob,indg j and being infoimed by the 
Indian!" that gold.w.js plenliful in Porto Rico, be' 
gbtaii^ifd a lictnct from the governor to tolonizc: 
it, While thus cmplojcd, Don Dirgo Columbtl* 
came out aS his taihet'* liicccfforj lo take upon 
Aijo/c// [Jic gorcrDtaeni oi HLfpaniolai and had 
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lirtJUght With him from Spain a new goVtroot 
for I'orto Rico. Poftee difputing his authority, 
the young admirni iit ihem both afide^ and in- 
vefted Michael Cerron with that ofKce How- 
ever, Ponce, by ininguing with the enemies of 
the family of Columbus, procured a coraniillioii 
from Spain for I'eizing Cerron, whom he feut pri- 
foner Co Spain, Ponce now let about conquering 
the iflandj and notwiihl^anding the kindnfl's 
wiih which (he Indians had treated bim^ he lirft 
enflaved^ and then neat\y e^xlerminaleij them, 

Cerron, fupportcd by ihe reprefenlations of 
Columbus, again prevailed; and was fenE back 
to poITefs his former employment. Ponce, thus 
reduced to the r^nk. of a [private man, fitted out 
two fhips for making new difcoverie'ii and on 
the 2d of April 1^12, fell in with land unknown 
to the Spaniards, in latitude 30 dcg. 6 min. and 
believing it to be an iQand, aa.aied it f Lorida, 
from its beautiful sppearfince. 

About the fsmq time, AlonztJ de Ojeda, who 
bad fcrved under ChriRopher Columbns, being 
delirous of making new fettlenneitts, gbtained a 
grant of ail the kind which had been difcovcred 
on the continent ; but Diejo Nicueflit, a man of 
fiipertor wealth inCctpoJiOg, came in for a moiety 
of the grant. The ccort of Spula allowed the 
former all the country called Andaliifia, and the 
latter that of Goldeci Caftile. In tJiefe arrange- 
ments the clsiiws of the younger Columbas, to 
whom they belong^ed in iigNt of his father's dlf- 
covcry, were entirety o^'erlootcd^ 

Each of thefeadventurerH fitting out twovef- 
fels. foon began to quarrel about their refpcdivB 
rights r but having adjiifled itielT dW^avea. ■Ct«Ei 
left Hilbaujyla towards ihe ctuI ol V'>">'tt- '^\*^ 
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fn a few da3-B Hrrived at Canliagena, where thi 
Indians prpparpd to oppofe him-, being irrirntei 
by fome injuries tht-y hail receiBcd t'rom fevcra 
Spnnilh adveinnrers. Tlitywcre men of large ' 
ftature, and both ftxca v-ere esircmely eipptt 
■with lUe bpw-. Ojeds , by means of fome piiflfl*^ 
and interpreters, endeavoured lo [lacity tlifm,. ^ 
3nd to prevail on thcin to fnbiKit to the Sji^nifh 
yoke, and (o sidopt its religion. He tln^n at- 
tempted to opRn a liflffic with them ; but find- 
ing thrm irrecnricilesfjlt;, he fdl upon them, kill-" 
cd nafnbtr^, Innb (heir IqwRj and fsizcd all ihc 
gold he could find. He then marched foUr' 
Iragurs within l^nd ; but having divided his 
m?n intn frrlall parlies, they *ere every where' 
CUT off willi flights of poilimed airows. Ojeda 
and anoliier were ihft only lurvivors of feveiMy 
perfons who had landed. 

Happily for this adtcnUirfr, his partner NiCu- 
eda now appeared on the coalt ; nnd being iti-^ 
tortned ofibe calamity, gencroufly inld his rivjil, 
that ihcy otight lo bnry ttiHr ariioioiities in ob- 
livion, and unite in rcvengtn^^ the dearh of ifceir 
couniprmen. They accordingly Iandt'<i four "hun- 
dred men, and, mnrching agalnft the huliani^ 
burnt one of their towns, ruptiirrd sconfidrrable 
number^ and polfeirrd ihemfelses of abaadaiico 
of Fcld. 

Havtiig obtained this victory, they (eparated, 
to purfue ibeir refpe^ite plans. Ojcda 6xeA a 
iettlemcnt nn the eaficin promontory of iho iflh- 
raui of Oarien; and called ibt; town S(. Sebafi- 
tisn. Soon Ending that the nativi'H were rniif- 
peratcd at this infringement of their terrilorinT 
fights, Ab di/pmcUrd one of his CMpi^ina to l!ir- 
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in the meanwhile drew inlrcnchmcciW round 
the town. However, being loon i;i want of tar- 
ceffaries, he was obliged (o make excuriions itiio 
ihp cuuntrv, by which he loft many of his men ; 
and nntwilhllapding the arrival of oonfidersbJe 
TfiinforwtTienCs and luccours, I hey were foon 
again rptUiceil to the mmoit diflrefs, Hunger 
forced lliem out; while the Indians cooEtatttly 
drove I been Lack with \oi's. 

From this rfUtrefling (icuation, the deslerily 
and prefence of inind of a perfoii named Nunez 
de Balboa, ferved to relieve iheni. This perfon 
\^'as of a good fiimiiy and pofTeflVd great abilities. 
He L:id loiuierly failed along that confi, and had 
nfierwards obtained a refpeiiable fettlement ia 
HirpsnioU- But having committed iome ijTe- 
guljiriti^a, he wai; in danger of b«ing put to 
death. In tiiis dilemma, be contrived to be put 
on buard tde (hip feot to Hifpaniola lor fuccoms, 
in 3 bread caik i anJ having remained there 
feme (Jays, nt laft ventured to make his appear- 
ance. The caplain, ^vliole oame was fincilo, 
wss jlirllt^d at Ihe li^ht. He had been grdcTcd 
rpt to give anj' protcflinn to offenders; and 
ihoTigh what Iiad happcnrd, was without his 
knowledge, he threatened lo fct Nunez sfliore 
on ihe firft dcfert place he rFime In, Thciutcr- 
ceififjii of the iirincipal pi^rfoOs oii board prevail 
ed ill liift fawnur, and Eneifo wsa patiticd. 

Nonet cbfriving-lhat the cumpany Wcreiti dq- 
fpalr, wifliCLl lo iiigraliatA and dillinguilll him- 
fclf. He told theuij that they li^d no reafoll to 
defpnnd ; that at the bottom ot' the gulph there 
wns n very large towii in a fruitful foil, and a 
fiueclimatcj that the Icidiansjt^iovkEjo-'H ■»«*.«■ 
L '1 
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did not make ufe of poifoned arr&wsj and to 
conclude, Hr advlfed them lo fail ibither. 

This refolutioti being adopted, tliey failed to 
the river Darien, and found the delcripCion of 
I^utiPZ vttrilied. The cacique and hin people, 
hearing that the Spaniards were approaching, fe- 
cwred rheir wives and children; and with five 
hundred men took their Hand on a fmall emi- 
nence. The Sipaiiiards fell upcua [hpin with im- 
petuDlity; iaRant]y pot them to fiigbi ; and en- 
icrjqg ihfir town, found it futi of provifions. 
The plunder they met with was confidersble; 
and fo great w^g the trepidatitm of the Indians, 
that they retired a confiderahle way from the 
Jliore. 

The fuccefs of this entcrprlfc galtlcd the pro- 
jcftor much rrpufalion It was unanimoully 
agreed to fetllc a coJrttiy here, and to call tt St. 
Mary the ancient nl Daricn, 

Nunez now plotted to be revenged on EdccIo 
for his threat, and ihts officer forwarded thii 
fcheme agAinfthimlelf, hv ordering that none of 
th** company fliould irade with the Indians for 
gold, on pain of death. This ^ave rife to a fiig- 
genion, that Enclfo wifbed to mnnopolize 'his 
valtiablft metal to himfelf ; and fo artluUr did 
Nunez work on the pal^ions and prqndicesof the 

fiariy, (hat it way refnlved lo throw off all nl- 
egidnce <o Encir4i. To five a colour (o their 
coiidufti they preiendeil that his atithoiity was 
r^pired ; as thrv were now out of the liniils of 
Ojetla's government, frono whom he had rcctived 
b]s appoinimetu. They now chofe magil^raiea 
like (liofe in Spain, at the head of whom was 
^anezi boi ibon diflikiag thia form of govern- 
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vv&ot, new tlifpiittfs nrol'c which werci tidwever. 
tcTEiiiiidled by ihe arrival of Colmenar^sivith Uvt> 
ihipSj ladfn with pr<nviLions and mitltary lloTCS> 
iiilendeii for Nicaeliii. 

Colmcnare^ had put into a pert aboat Gxif 
lea^uc^s iJiHance from this place, where fendiug 
his men on ihore to water, ihey were fiiddenly 
attacked by the Indians, who wounded lorty-five 
cit" the Spaniards tvith poifoned arrows, and flav- 
cd ibe buaC. All the wounded died, J~ave one. 
Thin officer espefting to have found either Oje- 
da'a or Nicneira's party on the call lide of the 
bay, was lurprifed, and began to be appeheufivft 
ihey were all dead. He, however, ordered Toine 
l^irces of cannon to be iired, and fires to he iight- 
cd oa the tops of Ifae rocksj as a (ignal that their 
friends weri^ on the coaA. Thefe being oblerved 
and repealed by ibe fettlemeDt at &a.ata Mana, 
Colmcnares fteered for the place; and Qitiking a 
iiber^il difljibution of proviHonii 8[no:Lg thecu 
without tiilliuftion, prevailed on ibetu to lubmic M 
to the government of NicuefHi. f 

That gentleman, after parting with Atoazode 
Ojeda, met with a violent tcmpeft, when Lopez 
de Olana, his lieutenant, perceiving the ihips fe- 
paratcd, conccivc4 tlie dclign of defcrting his 
fratrun J but failing in his projeAof making hini- 
felf iBdepeiidcnt, he failed lo Vcragua, the place 
of reodezvous, where be eodeevoiued lo perfuadc 
the people Lo relurii tu Hifpaniola, alleging, that 
NicueEfa mutl have pcrifhfd. Mennwhilt: a (hsl- 
lop brought intelligence thai he wa^ (liaudrd oa 
tbc COaft ; and was now in a mifer-iblc lilualion. 
1'he heart of Olanarttented at this intelligence. 
He. immediately fent back the tliaWo'^ VvOq.t«.- 
teffarjes and rcjrcrtimenta, -slavc^i.iaNt^'^'v'WP®' 
L3 *^* 



and his men from pf.riiliing Neverlhelefs he 
clapped liis lieutenant in irooB for his petrgdjoos 
intentions, and iliri?aiened to fend l)im to Spain. 

NicuelTa now eflabiiHied a col<jny on the hunks 
of the river Bcthlcm, wlie.re Coluinbiis had for- 
merly nisde an abortive stlcmpt ; but pioviiioiiA 
foon failing, he failed froir thenCe wJlh a pait of 
tie men for Vorta Bello. Here the Indians op» 
pofcd his lacding; on which he proceeded to 
Notnhrc de Dios, where be began to tftSi a foT' 
ireft. 

The lame fatality attended him hcfe. HeiciB 
foon obliged to fend to Columbus, requefling af- 
iiftancej bntfcarce was the veffel departed when 
Colmenares arrived to his reliGf. This captain 
■wa? foafFct^ed at feeing the diflreffed and oilfer-- 
nbie Appearance of Nicueffa and his people, that 
is could not refrain from fliedding tears. He 
itroveall in iiis power to corofort and adift them j 
and told NicuelTa the favourable profpeCts that 
awaited him at Santa Maris. 

This ferved to revive his fainting fpjritft; but 
forgetting his wretched cnndiiioti, and the grali- 
tude he owed that party for their voluntary ac- 
ceptance of him as governor, wag {o eJated and 
imprudent as iq declare, that he fhould poffcii 
tiiinfeJF oF tfa'^ir gold, and punilh tbf-m alTo foi 
prefLiming to fettle within his teirtfory. An in-" 
/atualion fcemed to attend him. He (Iruck out 
nf hts way to view Tome iflandi^i ^od one of his 
diips getting the ftan of him, gave the fiital in- 
formation to the colony i and it was determined 
iie fhould not be iuffered to land. 

After an imptndent and unoecefTary delay, bo 
anchoj-td at SaOtA Maria ; when, with furprife, 
Jte focad their delcrminaUoa Xo xtita,Vi«i. Ht 
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nowclianged his tone, andl'dppticated they would 
hear him. He even ventured alliore for that pur- 
^ole, bat was obliged t&. leek fafetj' by flight. 
Hia neH attempt waslo foften ihera, by befecch- 
iag they would accept him as a companion, if 
tbey difclfiitned his authority , sad on that fail- 
ing, he even implored ittey would detain him as a 
priloner, as he would rather die than return to 
Nombre de Dios. NotwithftandJtig this humi- 
lialinn, ihey cruelly forced hinj and feventeeti of 
his men into an old rotteti bark, atid they were 
heard of no more. 

While we blame ibis man's innprudence, we 
cannot htlp piiying his fate. He had (hown 
I'ume [^^neroliiy to a rival, and it is not likely he 
would have made an improper ufe of his powei 
over friends. Nunez de Ejlboa now took (he 
lead, and difliEtguillied liimlc-lf for his good con- 
duft. Heroadefocue important difcovenes; and 
was llie ^tH European who had a view vt ihe 
Great Sfliith Sea, which paved the way to the 
cpnqueli of Peru. 

We will now briefly detail the events that led 
to lEie copqufifi qf Me!tico Though all the com- 
tniilions bi^jlpwed on the above adventurers were 
ftt IdaDy infringements of ihe original patent 
granted to Columbus, his fon was even bbmcd fgr 
nol raccoiiiiiiglhem as much as lay in his power, 
A conftaiil jtaloufy nHeuJed hia fleps; and of 
thift he was fo fcnfible, that he everted hSmffilf lo 
the ulniofl, to fccrurc to hinnrelf thofc countries 
to whicEi he had legal pretenGons^ JQ virtue of bis 
father's contraft. 

Being informed that the court of Spain wasdc- 
£roii.s of planting a colony in Ca^i^vVett^sJ^.i'A. 
to aaticipale the iqeafiuie ■, ?^■ai iw xJiivi ^-^s^-tS 
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made cTioice of James Velafquez, the weallhleft 
sad moll r€rpe3.ed of nH the iLihabiLams in Hif- 
panioij, (o conduct lire enterprire, Bq: befor* 
we procc(^<5, it may cntertstn OUT readers to give 
thetu an anecdote of one of (tiecsciques of Cuba, 
QH bearing of the intended colony. This man 
aflTemblcd tlic raoft warlike of hia people with dde 
rolcmiiity j and remiiidiiig lliemof the fuffcrlngS 
Ihpy had endured under tlie tTranoy of the Sp^- 
niardi, told them tliat the whites committed a\i 
Ihefe outrages for tEte frtke of a great lord, of 
whom they were very fond, and whom he would 
flicw tbem. Then taiiiwgfome goJd out ofaliltlc 
faalket, be added, " This is the lord whom they 
" adore; him ihey follow, and are now coming; 
" hither in fcjrch of him. Lei as therefore make 
" a feflival and dancelohtm, that when they come, 
" he may enjoin Ihcm not to hurt us," They ac- 
cordingly began lo dance and ling. At Ult 
Haltiey, for liiat was the cacique's name, adnwn- 
i(hed the aftembly } that Chough they flibuld con- 
ceal ihis lord of theCbriitians in their very bow- 
eK the Spaniards would find him out ; Qiid tbfiC 
liie bfift way whs to call him itito the midf^of the 
river, which w«9 immediately performed. 

No foonerwere the Spaniiird!>i[t Hifpaniola in- 
fnrnied, that Valafquez was going to colonize 
Cuba, liian many of Ihem refolved to accompany 
him. About three hundred men hawing affcm- 
bled, they embarked on board four !h;pa; and ia 
Nosember, 1511. landed at a port called Falina| 
in the territories oi the faceiioui Haiuey. Tbii a 
cacique ilood npon the defenflvc, takir.g advan-^ 
luge of the woods, where iheSpanilh Uotfe could " 
hat ptmetrste. in this manner the warfare was 
carried on far two mimth&. lUe \u4i»o». Ud, 



I 




themfelves in the moft retired forells ; but 
wtcrever they appeared, they were hunted like 
wild beafts. Haliipy at laft withdrew to the 
irofi inacccllible place? ; but having had ihe mif- 
fotiune to be taken, he was ordered by the worfe 
than favage Vdafquez to be burnt alive. Aftec 
this inhuman example of feverilj, the Indiana 
yielded to their fate. 

The gotfenidr now divided the native Ifldians 
emotig ihe TettlcTSi a^iObatidu had done before at 
Hifpaniolaj and founded a town on tbe north 
fide of the ifland at a place called Earcacoa. 

A party from Jamaica foon joined the feuler? 
in Cuba, Among ihe reft came a gentkman 
named Pamphilio de Karvacz with ihlrty archers 
under his command, who was well received by 
Velafquez, and fetit into the province of Bayamo, 
a fine champaign countryj at fifty leagues dif- 
tancc. While on the road, he and hia party were 
attached in the night by a conltderable body of 
the natives ; but Pamphilio mounting his horCe, 
they were fo terriii{:d at the fight of that noble 
animal, which they had never feen before, that 
they fled into a diilant part of the country 5 and 
VcIaTcfuez fending a delachaieni 10 join Narvaes, 
he fooD made himfelf mailer of (he whole pro- 
vince 

When Cuba waa firft planted. It was fo over- 
run with woods, (hat a pcrfon might travel near 
feven hundred miles undrr the Qiade of various 
kind^ of tre'^B, particularly red cedars, of which 
the natives made cajiocsj c^ipablo of containing 
fifty or fisty men. 

For fomc time, after tbe Span i2rds fettled, ti«^&» 
they found pure gold in the Ti^cTsa^ixi'ni'a.tv'i.'^ ' 
bat this icon began to fail. TbViA'&Ti^^'^'*^^' 
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re OVER 
■ in a few days arrived ^t Cavtbagma, where ili<si 

lndi;iQS prrjured to oppofe him j being irrilated' 
by fome injuries they liad received from fevcral 
Spanilh aclvcnttirers. They were men of large 
flatore, and both I'exfs were extretncly esp^rt 
wich ihe bow. Ojeda j by means of foftie jjriulU 
and interfirelerSj endeavoured to [>3city il>em, 
and to jirevai! nn them to Tubrait to ilie Spaniih 
yoke, mid lo adopt ils religion. He tlicn flt- 
lempted to open a liaffic with (hem; bui find- 
jcrg ihein irrcconcilpablt, he fell npnrj iherii, ki\\-* 
ed number'!, look their town, and feized all the 
gold he could find. He then marched four 
leagueg wiiEiin land ; but havmg djvidfd liis-i 
men inin 1*n)all panles, thtiy werr everywhere' 
cutoff willi flights of pDifunedarrows. Ojnda 
and anoltier were the tmly furiivors of fEveiiiy 
perfoiiH who bad landed. 

Happily for this advcntarpr, liis partner Nicu- 
efla nort' appeared on the coalt ; and being in-' 
formtd of ihe caLirniiy, getieroufly lold his rivnl, 
»hat tiicy ought lo buiry their animolitics in ob- 
livion, and unue in revenging the d^ath of their 
coumrytneti. They accnrdirigly landrri fourTiLin- 
dred men, and, m[]rching againll ibe lu>:1ians, ' 
burnt one of th^ir towas. i.;iptured a conf^VrablR 
rumber, and poiTelTcd themrdvet ot abundance 1 
o{ ETold. ' 

Having obtained tljis viflory, they feparated, 
to purfue their refpe^ive plans. Ojffdafixcda ' 
fettlement on tLeeaftetn prcniootor> gf the iflh- ] 
rotts of Darien; ami called tbu town St. Subnf- 
liaq. Soon Ending that the nativi!' were ei.lf- 
pci3tcti at this infriof^cnient of ihrir lerTitorlntJ 
rights, he (tifpiltchf^ one of bU cn^tjips to Hif- - 
/'■'jniaia fhr a iujjf K of men aniv'^iivi.taflg^-vxftij 
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4n the meai^iwhile drew intrrnchiM^nli round 
the town. However, being toon in want of ne- 
cclTarie^, he was obliged to niskr esCUrlioOs into 
ilip courilry, by wblcLt he lolt many of his men ; 
and notwiibftanding tlii^ arrival 6t coniiderable 
rein rorcemcnta and iLiccoHri, they were footi 
a^aiii rrductd to the ulmoft diftiefs. Hunger 
forced ihem out; while ihe IndJan* conflaoily 
drove Ihera back with lot's. 

Frotfl tbts dillreffing juualiot], ihe dexterity- 
anil pn-fcnce of mind of a perfou named NuncSE 
de Bdlboa^ leived to relieve ihem. This perfon 
was ol'a good family aud pofltlTfcd great abilities. 
He had tormerly failed along that coift, aud bad 
fifterwardi obtained a refpstlable fettlemenc la 
Kirpuniola. But 3iaving coniiiiitted Tome irre- 
gularili&?, he was in danger of being p«( to 
dealb. in this dilemma^ lie contrived to be put 
on board the iliip fent to Hifpaniola tor fuccours» 
^in a bread ca(b ; and having remained ibera 
feme dnys, at laft ventured lo make Ins appear- 
ance. TJie captain, whole nunc was Encilbj 
was ftariird at ihe fight. He had been ordered 
rot TO give any protection to oiTendcra; and 
though what had happened, was wiihouc hts 
knowledge, he threatened to fet Nunez afliore 
□n ihe firft dercrt pliice he r.imr ti>. The inler- 
ccCIioci of the piincipal perfons qh board picvail' 
ed in his favutir, tind Encjln iv^s pacihed, 

Nunez obfrrvingthat the mnisJ:iny were in de- 
fpair, wiilicd u> JtigrHtiatB and ditiinguifli him- 
felf. He iwld cbeni, that they hud no reafon lo 
defpond; thiit at the botium ol the galph there 
was a very hirge town in a fruitful foiU -itiA^ 
fine climalcj liiat (be Indians, Oc^wi-^^'*^*''*'^^' 
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did nol make ufe of poifoncd arrow? j an^ t** 
conclude, Iip advifed rhem to fail thkEicr. 

This refotutioii being^ adopted, they failed to 
the river Oarien, and found the del'cription of 
l^unez verilied. The c^citjue and his people, 
hcgriog that the Spaniards were approaching, fe- 
cured their wIv^jl jjid children j 3nd with five 
hundred npen took their fland on a fmall emi- 
nence. The Sipaniards fell upon them with itn- 
petuolity ; intlaatly put them to fiighi ; and en- 
tering their town, tound it futl of provifions. 
The plunder they met with "was confiderahle; 
and fo great was the trepidation of the Indiana, 
that they retired a confidCrable way from the 
Jliore. 

The fuccefs of this cnterprlfe gained the pro- 
jt&riT much rcputalion It was tinanimoufly 
agreed lo fetile a colfttiy here, and lo call It St* 
Mary the ancient of Daricn, 

Nunex now plotted lo be revenged oi! Eoclfo 
fbl his ihreal, and ibis officer torwatded (he 
fcheme againrt hirfifelf, by ordering that ftone of 
the company flioitld irade with the Indians for 
gold, on pain of death This gave rife to a fo^- 
gftftinn, thai Eoclfo wiflifd to motiopolize 'his 
■valuable metal to himff-lf; and fo artfully did 
Nunez work on the pal^ions and prejudices wf the 
partyj that it wa* refolved to throw oft' nil al- 
legiance lo Encilb. To give a colour to ihcir 
condufl, they pre! endfd that his authority was 
rKpired i ns they were now out of the liniilB of 
Ojeda's government, from whom he had received 
his appoinlmeDt. They now chole magittrates 
lil<e iliofe in Spaiiif at the head of whomw^s. 
Mjnszj tuj fboj] diflikiog LhiB form of gonetn- 
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xnsril, new i3ifpulei arol'c which were, h6wevcr, 
termi]].ited by the arrival oi Colmenares wilh Lwa 
Ihips, laden with provilioos and toLliiai'y llOrcE, 
inlended for iNicociiii. 

Colmenaires had put into a port about fixty 
leagues ditlance from this place, where lending 
his men on (Tiore to water^ ihey were fuddenly 
attacked by the Indians, who wounded foriy-five 
of the Sp!iaiard« witli poifoned arrows, and Rav- 
ed ltt& boat. All the wounded died, fave one. 
This officer expefting to have found either Oje- 
da's or Nicuelfa'a party on the eaft lide of the 
bay, was I'urprilcd, and began to be apptiheiifive 
they were all dead. He, however, ordered ibme 
^aiecea of cannon to he tired, and ftrts to be light- 
t;d 00 the tops of ihe. rocks^ as a (igoal that their 
fiiexids were on the coaft, Thefe being obferved 
and repeated by the fettlemeat at Satita Maria, 
ColnicnaieJi fleered for the placej and making a 
libeial dittribiiiioa of provifion? among them 
without diftinftion, prevailed on ihcra ip fabmit 
to ihe goveinmeni ofNicueflk. 

That genlJeman, after parting with Alanzo de 
Ojeda, met wiih a viulcni icmpeft, when Lnpez 
de Oiaiia, his UeiUenaul> perceiviug the fliips fe- 
panned, cont.'eiv'sd tiie deJign of defening his 
patron j but failing in hispcoje^of malting hlcu^ 
lelf ipdependent, he failed to VcraguR, the place 
ot rcndczvoiiB, where he endeavoiiicd lo perfuade 
the peopte lo reiurii to Hifpaniola, alleging, that 
fJicvTctfa mult ha.\e p^-riOicrd. Meanwhile a Ibal- 
lop brought InlelJigencts that he was Ui^uO^d oa 
Ibe cosfl i and was ni>-,v in a miferablc lituutioo, 
^'lie heart t>f Ol^na relented at Ihls intelligence. 
He immediately feet back ihc ftisWo^ -w\>Ni.TiJ 
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and his men froQi perilling Nevertheleft be 
clspped liis lieiiCenaiit in irons for his perfidiou* 
intentions, and thrfj-aiened loft^nd hitn to Spain. 

Ntcuen? no^ (jilablillied a colony on i3i<- hunks 
of the river Bethlera, wiiere Cokuiibiis had fot- 
merly nwde an abortive atlempt ; but proviltotife 
foon failing, he failed from thcnCe wllb a part of 
his men for Porio Bcllo. Hei-fc the Iridiaos op- 
pofcd his landing; on which he pToceeded to 
Notlibre de Dios, where he began to ttt& a for- 
tr^Cs. 

The fame fatalily atlended him here. He wa* 
foon oblis^Ptl to ftnd to CoiumbuR, requefling af- 
iiftanccj but Scarce was the veffel departed when 
Colmenarps arrived to his relief. This captain 
wa? I'o sffetT^d at teeing the dillrcflfed and mifet'- 
able appearance of NicuelTa and his people, that 
he could not refrain Irom (hcdding leara. He 
iirove all in his power to comfort and afTift ihemj 
and told NicoelTa the favourable profpetis that 
awaited him at Santa Maria. 

This fcrvcd to revive his fuinling fpirits j but 
forgetting his vrelched connliion, and the grati- 
tude he owed that parly for their voluniatj ac- 
ceptance of him 33 goi'ernor, was fo elated and 
imprudent na lo declare, that he fliould poHeii 
liiinfplf of their gold, aad punilh them sLfo foi 
prefuming to fttilc vitbin his territory, Att in- 
fatuation fceaied to attend hiiii. He firuck out 
Qf hia way to view fome iDandsj nnd cne of his 
iliipB getting the ftart of him, gave the fatal in- 
formfttioR to the colony 3 and it was determined 
he thould not be fuffered to land- 

Afier an imprndcnt and unneccffary delay, ho 

»ttcbored at Santa IVIaria ; when, with furf>rife, 

£e found tiicir dctcrminaUOTi to ititeLViia. Va 
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too furious to feek the grntla tueans of perfua^ 
iion, hurijed ofl Lhc Spaniards to a£(s of Ihemol? 
(hocking violence and bafbatily, agnjntt a\l who 
were liifpefted of concealUig their Iteafures, Th 
daughter once bcgutif na bouiids wae fei to it»; 
rage, HifpaniOila, whiclj contained three mil-' 
lions of iiiliiLbilants, was depopulated in a iew 
ycHis J and Cuba^ which Jiad fix hundred ihou- 
fand, fijon fhared the fame /ate. Eariholomew 
de la Cafas, an eye wiincfs of ihofe worfc than 
Gothic depoputatlons, fiiyn. that the Spaniards 
wcnl out with dogs lo liunt after mpu. The un-i 
happy favages, almo^ haked and unarmed, were 
puil'ued like wild bealis into dens and forell^s, 
worried hj io-g^r deAruyed by Hiot, or furprifed 
aud burnt in their habitations. 

But 1<JL US tura fcom^iLi^ difgraceful \'iew ti^ 
the progicfs of diftoveiy. At the time of th^, 
denjile of Columbus, Nicholas de Ohaiidi* wu* 
goveroor of Hifpaniola. He had ^gnahzed liis" 
diligence by furveys of the coafls, aud his iahu- 
mauityr hy dividing the Indians among iticSpa^' 
niards, by wliora they were at beft confideral as"" 
Hzves. Gold was lhc unjvetfal parfuit; aud. 
though there was more ihan one hundred and. 
fifty liiqufaTid pounds fterling atitiiial!y prodqctd, 
from this id^ndj it Was far from faiisfyihg tEio 
coixtouUieCs of thofc who were employed ia 

atoalTiug it- ».,,-.., , , ', . 

Juan Ponce de Xj&on,w3s cotntnander of a prcv-, 
vince under Obsndo ; and bdng informed by the 
liidianit that gold wus plenlcftil in Porto Kko, he 
obtained a lJf:eocc froni the governor to colonize 
it. While thus employed, Don Dtfgo Columbtia 
csmt out as Iiis latber's fu^TiTor, to take upon 
^^-Oij^If die garcmmtnt of Hil'paaiola} and had 
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WtiA iiifii ^flys, the Spaniards procnrH, by barie;r. 
Si irtiicli gfilfl as was Talued ai filteen thoufand 
pieces of eight. 

The rcrtnmcKiorfi liaving mmle Tome prefenis of 
infigniftcam value to the principal [jrirfons, tijok 
pnrteilion of the ccunlry tVir the king of Spain, 
He ihcn fmbarfefd, and palling J'everal iflanda^ 
landed in one where he found n temple contain- 
ing feveral idol?, and four pricH^ drelled in black: 
mantles, who had thai Ytry d;iy facrificed iwo 
fcoysj who were dil'coveied wiib their hearts lorn 
cut; a piece of cruelty which fliocked evea the 
Jiingainary Spaniards. 

Grijalva, tarrying at this iHand fcveral days, 
thoDghl projier to difpatch Aiveradot one of his 
c/Aicerf, to Velafquez wilIi news of his diicoveries, 
and ali ibe valusbks ht; hnd obtained from the 
Indians. Velafquez, nuiwithnamJinghisfuccera, 
leceivtd an unfavotiihble impteliion of the com- 
modore, through the artifives ol' Alverado, who 
wiflttd to plant a colony among the new diTGOve- 
ries. 

In the mefinwLile, Grijalva coaRing aloTig, 
C3me (n the niomh of the river Tarala, to which 
he gave the appellation of St, Anlhony. Here 
he careened liis (hip; iinci began 3 tr^iBc with 
the Indians for gold, Soiue of them brought 
very biight copp<?r axes, which (he Spaniards 
millakltig for gold, pyrchalcd fij hundred of 
ihrHi; and llie natives were fo well pleafed with' 
the reliirns ihcy oblained, tiiat ihey would have 
willingly pflFlcd wilh their whole flock. Thus 
svaticE lor unce was caughi in iu own faarc. 

Frcm this place the comntodnre fei fail f^r Cu- 
ba direfV; and in t'orty-fiTe dftifs b.tt\'s tft* -a?. ''^^^^ 
port of Mdaiicas, with Gn\i \o i c.o'ii'ii'^^"'*^ 
1,1 i ■♦^^■^ 
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did not make ufc of poifoncd arroW! ; and to 

conclude, he advifcd fhem lo fail Ihithtr, 

This refolution being; adopted, they failed to 
the river Darien, and found ilie delchiptioii of 
l^unej verified. The cacique and his people* 
hearing that (he Spaniards vsic approaching, fe- 
cured ilidr wives aaA childrenj and with five 
hundred men took their lland on a fmall emi- 
nence. The Spaniards fell upon them with im- 
petuoJity 5 inflantly put them to flighi -, and en- 
tering their town, found it full of provifions. 
The plunder they met wlrh was confiderable ; 
and fa great was the trepidation of ilie Indiana, 
that they retired a ctjnfiderabLe way fratu the 
ihore. 

The fuccefs of this enterprife gained the pro- 
jefior much reputation It was uoanimoHlly 
agreed lo fetile a colony here, and to call it St. 
Mary ihe ancient of Daii^n, 

Nunez now plaited to be revecged on Encifb 
for his threat, and this officer forwarded the 
fchemeagainlihirafelf, by ordering that none of 
the company fliould irade with the Indians fur 
gold, on pain of death This gave rife to a fdg- 
gcftion, (hat Encifo wiOied to nrjonopolize 'his 
vatuabic metal to himfelf; ^nd fo ardully did 
Niincs workon the paHinns and prcjndiccaof the 

flflrly, that it was refalved to Ihroiw aff all nl- 
egiince 10 Enciln. To gi.ve a colour lo iheir 
coudtitt, thry prercndf J that his autlioi ily was 
•'isDirtrd ; as thr\' were now out of ibc IrLtiilii of 
1 'jeda's government, from whom he had received 
bi3 appointment. They now cbole inagitlraic9„ 
like tliofe In Spain, at the head of whom was 
Kanszj bat foou djfliking tbia form of gQicrn- 

TOtRt 
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OienJt, new difpatcs aiofe which were* howeve]*! 
terminalcJ by the arrival ai Colmenarcawitli two 
lliips, iaiien with prOvilions atiil military ilorea, 
inlenided for iNiicccirii. 

Colffienares bad put into a port about Gxty 
Ifiagues djrtance from this placCj whej'e lending 
bis men on lliore to waier, they were fuddenljr 
Attacked by the Indians, who woLiiided tbrty-live 
of the Spiiniards with poifoned arrows, and ftav- 
cd the: boat. All the wounded diei.1, fave one. 
This officer expeAing to have found dthet Oje- 
tla's or Nicnelfa's parly on the eaft tide of ilie 
bay, wiis lurpriled, and began to be appehenfive 
»bey were aU dead. He, however, ordered ibme 
pieces of cannon to be lired, and firei to be light- 
ed ou the lops of the rocks, as a lignal that their 
friends were on tbecoaft. Thefc being obferved 
and repeated by the fettlenient at Santa Maria. 
Colniienares tlcered for the places and making a 
liberal diAhbutioa of provifions among ibetn 
wiltiout diilin&ion, prevailed on ibem ig fabmic 
to ihe government of Nicuefla. 

That geniieman, afier pi^rting with Alonzo de 
Ojeda, met with a violent lempeft, when Lnpez 
de Olana, his lieutenant, perceiving the fhips fe- 
paraied, conceived Like delign of deferling bis 
patron j but failing ijj his ptoje^of mal^iQg him- 
leif i^idependent, be failed (o Versgua, the place 
ol rendezvous, where he cndcavouicd to pcrfuade 
(he people to reiurn lu Hifpaniola, alleging, that 
^Lcuelfii rniiA have p<jrilhed. Meanwhile a IhaU 
lo-p brought inteiiigence ibat he wns llr^nded on 
the cpafi ; iind was now in a paif^rable ftiuation. 
ITic heart of OJana relented at this intelligence. 
He immrdkntely fent back the Iha.Vio'^ ■^K\S\i^t'- 
ctli&ties and reiVcIhnicnt9> wWlc\i ^KveA^vcsKe^.- 
L3 
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ContinoTog^ their coutfe by dny, and ]}'jn»ly 
in ihft night, at latt they dil'covcrecl a large rUcr, 
but ru ibutlow tlmt it would not admit of IhipiJ of 
burden, 'i'liis the Spaniard} named Rio de GrL- 
jalvn, and failing up it in fome boats, Tuon per- 
CEived tt^c Indians watching their motionB, with 
fifly c3noes full of armed men. Both parties ^ 
^emed jealous of eacli olhcr: at Lilt the Sp;i[n- ■ 
ard^ fent two Indian cojv^rts, Julian and Met- 1 
chior, to inforti) th;^ Indiani; ihai they were come 
gn bufinefs, which they Srulird would be muta* 
ally agreeable. 0« this fome of the Indiana 
drew near, when (he inlerpTciera were ordered 
to inform them, that the Spaniards were the fub" 
jci^ts of a great king, to whom mighty princes- 
paid obedience, that il would be for LheiradvaD- 
lagR lo pat ibemfplves Utidet his prolediion, and 
in the mean time to fupply thtm, bis fubjeflg, 
with provilions. To theic propofals tlit: natives 
prudirfitly replied, that ihey would faniifh them 
ivjlh proviliQns; but having a king of their OWIli 
they co^ld not fte what right firangcrs had to 
wiftl to Jmpofc a new ocjc on them. I'hcy warn- 
ed them lo beware of inceiifing a people who had 
ivveniy-faui' thoufund armed men ; and gave 
them lo onderliand, that they would not be fo 
ealily tnansgcd s& the, iDhabitantu of Potanchan. 
They concluded wiih obrerving, that ihey would 
faithfully rcpoi't what they had hflard to their 
chiefs, wbf were now airerabled lo decide on 
peace or war. The cunimodDrQ made Ihcm 
ibme prcfcnis, aod charged them W> return with. 
ai) anfwcr, or he f^iouM tm obliged to enter (hei 
totrn, rhotigh iiot ■vt'iih 3 hoftik- intention. 
The deputies Jiavicg delivered ihtlr mcflTagfr 
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peace ptfiferable to war j and therefore ft-nt a 
number of ttieir people laden wiili fifli, poultry, 
bfeadj and fruit, for ihe ufe of ihe (liips. Thele 
being freed trom iheir burdens^ fpitad their mats 
on tl;e ground, and covered them willi forae 
'beanliful works in featiiers. They then cominu* 
nicaicd to the Spsniaids, that it was the intention 
of their lord to vilit the flilps on the. morrow. 

At the lime appointed, the cacique appeared 
with a numerou? retinue, unarmed j and without 
fliowing any fymptomsof jealoufy^ went on board 
€rijalva.'s lliip. The commodore was a genteel 
young man, atid had on a Joofe coat of crirnfon 
■velvet, a cap of the fame, and other rich ornn- 
jneots of drefs. He received the chief with re- 
fpefl; and both fitting dowiij a conference by 
means of inierpreler& began. After foroe time 
the cacique rofe; and ordering a trunk Eo be 
produced, took from it plates of gold, and boards 
covered with gold for armour; and trying the 
■ different pieces on Grijaiva, at lali fitted him with 
a complete fuii of golden armour, prefenting him 
at the fame time with various ornaments in 
feathers and gold, 

Ttie cotnmodore then put a very finer fhrrt on 
Ihe cacique, and his own coat of crimlbn velvet. 
He liliewirc fomifhed him wiih a new pair of 
ftjocs, fcune filings of beads, and other trinkets, 
tooft claimable in the eyes of [ndiaus. The at- 
teiidjiHs of llie fai:jque alfu came in for a fliarw 
of l^ele prcfentii. 

Tfie riL'hnefs of the armour with which Gri- 
5ftlva bad heen invefted, amounting to no lefs 
than Ibrfte thottfand pieces of eight, fllmulated 
the *T»ri«e of die Spa^Awids-. ao4. ■ca-i^^ \taftWs. 
M2, «■-" 
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thus perfumc4 tte SpaaiBTds, they ordered tbtftiL 
to depart the coanUy on paiti of dc^th. 

Proceeding along the coaft (ot fiK days morc^ 
tbcy again landed, to water, iii the vicinity of a 
town called Potaiichan^ whence they obferved a 
bdvdy of arraed men advancing towards tbecn; 
but as nigbt was approaching, they feemed to 
retire to the town. On this the Spaniards Im- 
prudenlly iremainedonthe fhore during the night ; 
but in the morning, /"ound thetn/elves entirely 
farrounded by a numerous army. Alarmed at 
this filuation, they were convinced that nothing 
but defperaiion could lave them; and they re- 
I'olved to exert all iheir powers. As foon as it 
was light, the InJians began th^ charge with 
il^uwcrs of arrows, datts, and ftoties, by which 
about eighty Spaniards were wounded, among 
whom was Cordova. Frnding it iciipoHihle to 
prevail againll fuch an immcnfe hofl, and hcm- 
ined in on all lides, the Spaniards cut (heir way 
through to ihe boats, wiule the Indians purfued 
them into the water with hideous yells. Jii thia 
difal^rous encounter foriy-feven Spsniards were 
killed; and ail, (ave one, were wounded. It was 
immediitely Tefolved^D burn one of the fliips £br, 
want ot h;tnds, and lo retui n Co Cubs. 

In qonfw]iience of ihe I:tte unfortunate affray, 
they h^d been obliged to Irave tbeir caQis on 
Hore ; and the want ul water began Toon to bt-M 
tHKii} ff'wereli' felt, Some of the ibund^fl of tho* 
men tn:iiig Ifludfd, (0 fill ihojr jars, could find 
UoTic! but what was bT.n:itifli ; thl* obliged ihcoi 
to Lices fur Florida Hnc hj(ving landed near a 
tievk, And iJug pits, ihry lound pure wholefo 
^Pa'eTi bac v,'tiiir.tUey werceftgiged in walbin 
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compelled, give the cbicf a bit of wood, as a 
pledge ihat they will l^snd iff him. Mt^thicig is 
undertaken or tranfa^tcil wiihuuc ranny forms 
and c&remonirs. Thcf'e are deemed Tacrcd and 
eU&iLlia]^ and are regarded as binding when oace 
paflbd. 

The deArned leader fa&a for (even] days, diir- 
iag which be is ieqneftered from compaay^, and 
indulges in tlie vijioaary belief of dream;, 
wbicb the heated imaginniEOti is apt to produce 
correi'pondeut to the wijh exciied. A viriel^ 
of other fuperAitions are pra^iled. One of tbo 
iDoft terrible we fliaU particularize : li is fettiog 
the wapketlle on the 15re, as a fymbol of ihe 
deftiti€tion th:it awaits iheir foes. Among fomc: 
D3tiop9 it is certain that this fymbol had 3 precifc 
nieaning. They actually devoiued ihofc whom 
tbey took prifoncrs; and now, when this tnbn- 
man pia^ice is by^ no means vtty freqacnt, they 
prelerve the cmblena <o roiife their indignant 
patlions. Then they difpatch a pofcciali), or 
large fhell, to their allies, inviting them to unite 
and drink ihc blood of their enemies. The lame 
love, the fame refentmeut animate friends: no 
cold medium is known. Friendlhip and enmity 
are here carried to the highcit pitch. Thi§ is 
what may naturally be expected from their pecu- 
liar circumftancet : the more tha.i principle, 
which is (he fpring of focial atfedions, isreftrain- 
ed, the more violently it operates. The Ameri- 
cans, living in fmall focieties, feeing few objcAs, 
and koowing few perfons, becon:ie entbufiafti- 
cally atrachcH to thole ob^eiftg end perfons, ai>d 
sre mlferabJe when they f^el a deprivation. Toi:> 
confined In their ideas, tLeit bteafta wG\Ti'f*.Tj'»'- 
hJe of expaadiag lo scneraV benc^ create -, »=**» 
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Conllnuini; iheir courfe by day, anj lying by 
in the nigSi, at lali tbcy dilcov^^red a l.irge river, 
but To lliaJlow iLat it would doi admit of (hips of 
burden. Tbis the Spaniards named Riade Gri- 
jalvai and laLling op it In ibme boazs, fiKin p&r- 
cflived the Indians watching their molicina, with, 
fifty canoes full of armed men. Both parties 
f^eemed jealous of each ether: at \s& the Spani- 
ards fent two Indian couverts, Julian and Mel- _ 
riiior, to inform tbc Indians that they wetecoma ■ 
on buHnefs, wbich they Crulted would be miitu-> ■ 
ally 2gre»bL?. On this fonie of the Jiidians 
tirew near, wbea the interprcieta wete ordered 
to inform them, tbtit the Spjaiiivd^ were the Tub- 
je^4 of a gte:it king, to whom mighty prinees 
paid obedience, that it ■wpiild be for iheir advan- 
tage to pLtt thF4iifclvcs ander his prolcdliPDj nod 
in the tnt^an tirrn; to fupply thctn, bis fqhjefls, 
with provilions. To ihefe proposals ilje n^itives 
prud«iiiy replied, iliat thty wutild furnifti tliem 
witli prtvviii&ti^i but LaviiDg s kiog of their own, 
Ihey could not fee what rtB;iit liraiigers had to 
wifli to iinpofe a newoiie on tliem, They warn- 
ed llicm 10 bew-are of intenfing a people who bad 
tU'eniylrmr thoiifand armed raen f and gave 
them to underllaiid. lliat ihty ■would not be fo>^ 
eafily managed aA ilie fnhabitanu of Potanclian. 
Tliey concluded withobrerving, lliat they wonld' 
faithfully tKport what (hey had heard to their 
chiefii, who were now alfembied Ip ^ct^idc on ■ 
peace or war, 'I'bc tummodore made Ihenvl 
fome preterits, and charged them to rctura with 
an anfver, or he lliouJd be obliged 10 enter their 
towr}, fliooch not viltb a faoHiie intention. 
y'Ar deputies iiaviOJ delivered their mcilAgi 
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peace preferable to war; and therefore fent a 
number ot' theit people laden willi filh, poultry, 
bread, and fruir> for th^. nfe of ihe iliips. Theic 
being freed Irooi their bvirdensj Ipiead their mala 
«a the ground, and (Xovered them witli foiuc 
bcaulifLiE works in feathers. They tlieti commLi- 
nicated to the Spaniards, that it was the intention 
of their lord to vifit the fhips on the morrow. 

At the lime appointed, the cacique appeared 
■witli ft numcrdu-i rctiniic, tinatmed j and without 
JhowrAg any fyiBptcimsof jeatoufy^-wcnt on board 
Grijalva's fhip. The commodore was a genteel 
young man, and had on a loofe coat of crimfoa 
velvet, a cap of the fame, and other rich orna- 
ments of drefs. He received the chief with re- 
ipea^ and both fitting down, a conference bjr 
mentis of interpreters began. After fomc timie 
the cacique rofej and ordering a trunk to be 
prodcced, took from it plates of gold, and boards 
covered v/Uh gold fior armourj and trying the 
■ diftereni pieces on Grijfilva, atlartfitted him with 
a complete fuit of golden armour, prefenttng him 
at the fame lime witTi varioua ornaments in 
feathers and go!d. 

The commodore then put a ver)- fine fhirt on 
Ihe cacique and hi? own coat of critnlbn velvet. 
He likewife fLiroifhed him wiih a new pair of 
flioes, fomp filings of beads, and piher trinkets,' 
molt ellimable in ihc eyes of Indians. The at- 
lendaiiis of the cacique alfu came in for a iliara: 
of tliefe prefects. ' 

The richneft of the armotir with which Grt- 
jalva had been invcAed, araouniing to no lefa 
Ibnn three ihoufand pieces of eight, fiimulat.e.di 
ilie flvatiue of the Spamaiia', ■a\\\ vctii"^ *^^ 
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eager to feUJe in a coviolry fp produStive oT 

The commodore, tinwillmg to offend tlie na- 
livfis bj a prntraiftcd flay, proceeded farther; and 
came to a toivil narfied Agualunco, where tb-e ic- 
biibitants appeared at a dLlf&nce carrying targets 
of tortoifelbell, which glittering in the fun, gave 
the Spaniarda the idea they w;rc gold. 

Sailing fcom thence, ihcy faw fevCi-al fpacioa* 
livers, and in one of them the IndiAits waving 
pieces of white cloth affixed to poles, as if invit- 
ing them to land. On this a captain and fome 
mulketeers were fent a(hore, with orders to give 
Qocice^ if the nilives put thcmrelve^ in a warlike 
poAure. 

It rosy be proper to ohferve, that the Spani- 
ards were now within the can6ties of llie poteuC 
empire of Mexicoj tlie throne of which was then 
filled by Moniezuma. Tliis prince hearing of the 
exploits oftheSpaniards^and the defile they (bow- 
ed to explore countries over which they haJ no 
right, began to beapprehenlive atid vigilant. He 
therefore gave dJreiiions to his governors to en- 
tertain iliere Riangers with civiluy, to peiietxaie 
39 far as pollible into thi^ir views, snJ lo tranfmit 
bim an account of all their motions. 

In conformity ta thefe inflr jdions, no fooner 
were the Spai<i;uds landed, thin the Mexican* 
offered them fowls, brtiiid, and fruit; and pet- 
fumed them with gurti copal in a fire-p^n. Mon- 
trjo. the captain of the Spanit}] party, fentintdU- 
geincB to the connmodoie, in what naanii'T he was 
icceivedi on which he brought yp the (hips, and 
landed his men. Grij^iva wits treated with great 
j-a/pciS.' a trafhc iritii the Indians Commenced j 
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Irdinfis dfiys^ t5n; S,-»aniardapTOCHrpd, by baritrrj 
as tauch ^ti\i\ as Vfss valued at fil'teen ttioufand 
pieces of cigfil. 

Thp cDBimoilDre ^3ving matle fdrne prefenls of 
infigclficam tbIuc to the principal pr';rU>n5, look 
poirelTicn nf the country for the king of Spain. 
He then eiiibarWd, and paffing t'tveral ilUn^s, 
!»flf^ri in one whcrff he found a temple coninin- 
ing feveral idols, and four priell^ drefl'ed in black 
mantles, who had that very iX'jy facrificed two 
boys, who were dilcovered with their Jiearla jorn 
out; a piece of crndty wliicEi fhotkcd even the 
fanguinary Spaniards. 

Grijalva, tarrying at this Ifland fcycrgl days, 

thought proper lo difpatch Alyerado, otie of his 

c?Aicer5, to Velsfquej wit'i news of bis diJcovtrieSi 

and all the valuables lie had obtained from the 

: Indians. Velafquez, nctwithflanding hiBfucccfB, 

] jecflived an unfavoqmble Impreiiion of the cocn- 

{ iDOdorc, through tlie artifices of Alvcrado, who 

wifbtd to plqnt a colony among the tiew difcove- 

l ries, 

L In Ihe treanwbile, Grijalva coafling along, 

I came to the motith of the river Tarala, to which 
' he gave the appellation of St, Anthony. Here 
I he carecnfd liis ihip; and began a traffic with 
1 the Indians for gold. Some of iliem brought 
!, very blight co|!per axes^ which the Spaniards 
1 tnitiaking for gold, purchafed fii hundred of 
thriiif and ihe natives were fo wellpleal'ed with: 
ihe returns ihcy olitaincd, thai lliey would ha^e 
wiHiiigly parted with their whole flotk. Thus 
avarice tor once was caught in its own faare, 

From this place the coraniodore fei fttil for Cu- 
ba diiefti and in fcrl^-five ia^^ i\<i\^t*. v>v ^ 
pon of Alfcliincas^ wiU^ ¥.a\i \.^ ^ ^"^"^^^^ 
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BQUBt, excluiive of what he had forwarded hy 
klverado. In ihis port he received a letter from 
''eUfquez, ordering turn to expedile Lia rettirn to 
t. Jago, where auother espeditioii was fitting 
01, When he arrived here, he met with a re- 
epti>:in very inadequate to his deferta and his 
aithful Tervice*; he found himfelf fuperfeded, 
nd Hernando Cortez a^ipointed to the command 
f the Dew uoderiaklDg. 
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iDitted to the kettk, and a. barbarous feaS is liie 
winding up of ibis difmal Iragedy. 

In moil countries ihc female charafter is dif- 
tingULftied for a fuperior degree of (oftncfB and 
huinanityj here llie women, if poQiblc, outdo the 
men in this t'cene of horror, while the principal 
perfons of the country form a circle round the 
liake, and fmoke on without emotion. But 
what will moQ. furprife is, that tbe fuJTerer him- 
feir, in the iatervals of his torments, fmokes too« 
aod converfes with indifferencG. Itnleed, feldom 
docs a groan efc3pe him, amidft the mofl aggra- I 
vatcd luffeiings. He endures tbcm all with a 1 
forlLiude and a contlancy more th;iri human. H« 
poffeiTes his mind uiLmoved; not a diilortion of _ 
face betrays the aagaiSk he endures. He re- ■ 
counts hisenploitsi he boatU what cruellies he ■ 
has infliSed on tbcir copntrymen, and menacen 
them with the revenge that wi]l attend jil^ death. ■ 
Though exafperated to madQcfs by his re- fl 
proacbes, be condimes his infults, upbraids ihem 
with ibcir ignorance in the fcicnce of loritient- 
io£; and poiot§ out mofe effifatloiis means, 
livcn'fhc women poflVrsibe Tame degree of rcfo- 
lution and torture : to fuffer wilfiouc emotion li 
the pride, the glory of an Indian. Such is the 
force of itibred babitSi^ 4nd a ferocious thirft Of 
faine^ . V 

' ^\Vc' [ia,ve dwelt the hrger on thefe circumr 
fljances of cruelty, becaiife ihey iUuflrate a po!i- 
tion we wi(h lo enforce. Degrading as fuch rt- 
ciials.are to Ikuman nature, they fliould not'be 
heard in vain. Sych an inconceivable degrecof 
barbarity, p3n'i[>ns carried lo I'uch a pitch, Acw 
what man is without the reiSnemenls oC Cwl*s;i 
aatl pwrc the value of t coniuCt YiA?v\sfi.ara^ 
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land. TheescefTesof ihe Hun3 anJ the Vandal 
are the execration of every reflfi5ting mindj b« 
if we view, lA'ith iiiiprejudiccd optics, the tranfa 
tion* of fome of the moft eiil'ightened people o 
the earth, in ihe qj'itror of truth, we fhail bi 
brought to allow with fliacnc, that, though igno- 
rance may aJmit cjf fonie palliaiioti, knowledge, 
which tsonlyapplifd to perpetuate greater Crimea 
with fyftemalic effctl, can tind nekUer cxtecua- 
tion nor encufe, 

But to rclLirn. It ha'jing been determined 
fit out an expedition for the continent of Afft 
rica, to take advantage of circumflanCcS, and lo 
torich the adventurers and their eraployers with. 
g^old, Hernatido Corlci was appoioled cond- 
tnander. This getiikrrian wae born at nlet)eliii» 
a town uf Eftremadtira in Spain; and being bred 
to a niHirnry life, refolved to piifh his fortune ia 
the Well Indies, whither he failed in ISO*, With 
letltrs of reComniendalion to his kirifmau Doa 
Niciiola^deObanHo, then governor of Hifpaniola* 
He was received by his rdatinn with due cordi- 
ality, and kindly eniertaioed; but nothing could 
divert his prupentity to ariiiS) and Hifpaniols be- 
ing in a Ante of peace, he dellred leav<i to farse 
in Cuba, where war Itill raged, agsinft the na- 
tives. Amvin^ thtre, he diftingnilhed hirofcif 
as a vali,iat fotdier and able cnmniander; and 
was afterwards appoiaied chief magiflrate> or 
sicaide of St. Jago. This fituaiion he filled 
when ihe espedilion to the coniineiil was plan- 
ned; and being flellied in blood, was deemed a 
proper perfon lo contluft the enterpTife. 
His coinmillion being made out us cnpUiu g«- 
ftisr^j of the iieci,. and of the cunntries he llioulil 
df/coyer and iubdue for Sparo, hetiiv t^l^ ^^w* 
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Cubs Oh Hie IBth cf November ISl'S, with tea 
fm^lt vfflels, not exceeding one hundred tons bur- 
den. His whole compliment of men was about 
£x hundrEd; he had befides eighteen borfcs, and 
a ftl«all number of iield -pieces, 

Palfipg' over hi§ previous tranfafljons aud ad- 
TcntT^res, wefitid him on ttiecoaftof Mexico, with 
a force fcarcely adequate for the reduftion of a 
^6ag^e lowd, or themaidienance of a fingle pofl, 
lie prapofea to fubdue ao empire of confiderable 
power and great extent. An empiie, ricli in re- 
iborccs, and tnhabiled by millions of Indians, 
jtaflionately attached to war, and governed by a 
■warlike chtef, Monlezucna, the terror o{ whofe 
armg had been felt bv the neighbouring nations; 
and whofe abilities in itie fcience of government 
vetp. by nnrneans conlempFible. 

Had ihis expediiion happened in very remote 
ages, fo romanCtc are the circym fiances attending 
it, ihaiit wouM have ranted, in potnl of authenti- 
city with the Argf>nautie,orthelabaursofHercu!ea. 
We i/erwa "5 more achieved by lefsimprcbablenieans. 
The empire of Meiico had fubflHed for many cen- 
loricE: ilsinhabilanrs were far advanced in refine- 
iRcnt, and remote from barbaiifcni they tt-ere 
jntrlligent, and in feme dpgree learned. Like 
#he sticlent Egyptians., whofe wifdom is fo much 
sdmirrd in this psnif^ular, ibpy know liieanndsl 
*evo]TTttoci of the fun, with a prccilioii which 
<ouId fcaicely have bftn CKpeAcd fiora a people 
woa<:<)ii»inleil with letters. "1 bey fised th-? period 
of the year at three huiLclred and fixly-fii'c days 
nearly, ThHr foperloiity in military affairs, wai 
♦bt objcft of admiration and (error over the te^ 
mote parts of iJk; contiaei\t.i ajvi\\\ew taoW*-'^-" 
ffoDj founded on the line bafci o^ t^vivo^*'" 
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law, fcetncd as permanent as tinic itfclf. Tllft 
ciiiesdtfplayed roagiiificriicc in archile3tiTC,and 
opulence io Ihtir decoraliotrs. Btil nil ihele ad- 
vantages combined eoiild dot fcciife Mexico from 
llie cineiirjal orowefs of Spain, 

C'iHez, in his miucli, mH * itfi but a timid and 
fpi ridclsoppofi tion from thenati ves along the coalit 
of tliis empire. Tliej' were rtrrlficdat the very np- 
pe,ifRiHcf>fiip<M5ple\vhoratheyi'oppofcdof3highet 
OKicf, and of iiitfini;ibie iirengtli. The warlike 
animals, on whicli the Spanilh efficers were 
niouined, had bcrore ihis tiMcdifcottilit^d ihe In- 
dians with a fi-jlit; ihe aMilicml tliiinder ilTaiag 
from their hnnd^. which was afcribed to a preter- 
iiaiiiral origin j ihe wooden caliles, which wafled- 
them over the ocean, from lands ton remote to 
be CQTiceived by the inhahitaots of" lUe new 
world. Aruck them -n-iih Cuch a paiiic and awe, 
thsx wli(^n they beg*n to reco^'cr theml'elves, it 
wa-! ion hte to prevent the confrquencps. 

\Vherevcr[heSipantjrt.is advant-ed, they fpared 
neither lex nor a^^, neither things Jacred nnr 
prdfanK. At Infl- ihe people of Flaicala. and- 
foine oih<ir mariilme Ihiies, defpalring rl being 
flble to oppole them by force, or rieprels them l^ 
cunning, tjiiierrd into an alliance with their tn- 
YiiJctiij aiidjoineil ihtir armies lo ihofe of in- 
vincible conquuiors, as itey were jepntTrd, 
^Vljen -divilitrns mice take place in a country, 
Tuiii is fiire to enriitr. They who fuppori the in- 
vaders or 'rncoiiragp the foe, and iLey who cip- 
pofe, aR' ibon involved in one cotnmea danger 
and difgeace, 

Cortez, heing thus reinforced by new auiilis- 

tfrs, marched on towards Mexico^ and, Jn hi« 

pro^mft, diJcovers a volcana ai lui^^ui wx4 ti\o 
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pfitTC, fron> whence he covild ru))|)l]i Ijinirdf jvjib 
powdL-r. Tins was foitujiatu heyonJ hli liopeii. 
Monltxuma hf-artl of liia aclvatioe wiih irreJblu- 
tion, nor dari-d lo o]5pofc it. Ytl the SpaniEh 
wrUers, probably 1o niagiiify the gnainers of 
their explniia, reprefpnt this lovereign as com- 
tnnndina thirty tribniary pTiticcs, each of whom 
Could bring Qiie hucidccd ihonfanil raea into ihe 
iir-ld. 

A monarch, thusfdrmidablr ill bis own country, 
dares not relilt a handful nf ipaniards, siided by 
alew natives^ wliofe ii<1eiily would be Ihakeu by 
(he firft reverfeof foitone. Such wcg ilie differ- 
tnee between the inhabilams of the iwi, wcirldsj 
pr futh was the effciS of fear prciduicd by the 
fijine of the: Sp:ini{1i vidone^, whiiih ficw like 
lightning befarc ihem. 

Aflct fume feeble efforts to avert the irapend- 
Ing florm, Moniezoma fent a rich prcftni of gold 
to Cmtez, wbichonly ferved to whei hisavaricej 
and mate h'ira more aDKiou» to poircfa bis undi- 
vided treariiu's. 

^he ejnperor became daily more depreiTed and 
df vmU. He felbrted to the temples; he iDca-af- 
ed ttit Qumber of human f^^ridcm; and at leogih 
nflTemblLng hi»i tu^gicians, ordered them, on paia 
r/f death, to finpify oroverrcino the Spani^Tds by 
ihpir [BuintaiionSh A confidi^r.ible ouaibfrr of 
thete necrcniMnccrs ftt oalj bul having peiforra- 
ed ihtir icitantationb without effeS, ihcy letura- 
ed arid [old Mr}i>tczucna, Chat his niin was de- 
creed, and the diflbluition of his etnpiro at 
hand, 

"Vf.t ftiperflilioua prince was prtrifiefl viib 
this report. At krt, recnv(;t\r\^t.\i^^tcc\\.\i^«.T.- 

cJtitued, " U our guda iait\i\!.«s «■*. ^^"^ ^ 
3 "■ ^^av.'^f" 
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" firangers come. _ It would be dJlhoiioursbleto 
*' (urp our backs on misfortunesj bui.*' adijed he, 
" I lament the oM mcii, wEjinqn, afl4 children, 
" who cunnqt defend thenjfelves." 

From thi& moment, he gave up all for laft; 
and began Co prepare for ihc reception of the 
Spaniards. Coricz, piirfuing his march, was vi- 
fiied hy one of Montezuma's nephews. He waa a 
young man of an agreeable afpeS, and was carried 
on Lhelhouldersol hisfcrvants, in a chair adomcd 
with crtriourty diverfified pivimagt. He no Toonec 
alighted, [han h'ls attendaiitj began to fweep the 
ground, and form a circle foi hira. Conez, ad- 
vancing lo the door of his apartment, received 
hioi with a low bow, which the; prince returned, 
by' touching ihe eanh and then tiia lips witii his 
right hand. This fiitutiitiun pafied, he fat dawn, 
and welcumed Coiiez and hi^ cjpCatos witb aa 
esCy air. He dcfcanted on th« amicable difpon- 
tioii of Montezumaj and enumerated the diffi< 
cultics that lay in his way to a vilk of McsicOf 
from the llerility of Jafl feafon; la ihst ftrangers 
could not cKpe^ to be libeiall}' provided for, 
when the natives Lhem£elrea were in want. Altec 
this, he received a prelent of fome fiditious 
jewels, with wbii.li lie feeraed highly delighted; 
and imcncdialdy fct oat lo repurL hi? embatly. I 

The Spaniards marching with thsir ufiia] cir- " 
cunifpeftion and order, lifter p^Jtling througb. 
/onie of the molt I'piepdid cilifs In the empire, 
at laft bad a figbt of Mexico, diftittguithed above 
all the reCl by the beigbt of its Cowcra, and tho^ 
grandeur and caultipliciiy of its buildings. Bo- 
/ore they had advanced half way, they wcfc met 
hy about four rliuurand noble* aod DlSccr& uf the 
c/tj'j wbo^ bitvio^ paid tbek obd^jvatc, fi 
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about and proceeded before the troops. Ai » 
thiall diflance from Mexico, ihe caiifeway, over 
the lake in which it flood, wag croLfcd by a bul- 
wark of flonfi; and ihe entrance nUo ihe City 
was fecur^d by gates, a dry* bridge^ and a le- 
oond rortidcation. The ndbks hud no fooiier ' 
palTed on the other fide of the bridge, than iliey 
formed a lane for the army to pafs through. A 
fpttL'iods flreet foon laluted their view, the houfes 
oi which were uniformly builr, and the windows 
and battlements filled with fpeftators. Nobody, 
however, was feen in the llreets, as the emperor 
had ordered them to be cleared j having liitnrelf 
relblved to ihoA' Cortez an extraordinary mark of 
his favour, by coming "ip perfon to receive hitn. 

Scarce had tlie SpaniEirds eacered the city, 
when [hey perceived the firll troop ol' the royal 
ff-tinue. conliAiiig of two liuthdred noblcnico, 
richly and uniformly habited, who, approach- 
ing the l^rang^ecs, with eyes fixed oa the ground, 
t'eU back oo each fide. Then appeared another 
compaijy, iltli more fplendidly drdfed, in the 
cGoU'e of whom was Mootezunsa, in 3 chariot of 
buiDifliei! gold, fuLTDUQded with beautiful plumesj 
aE>d carried on the Ihouldcrs uf his invourites. 
Over hi» head four perfons held a canopy of green 
fcathcis, interwoven with liWer. He was intme- 
diately preceded by three officers with golden 
lods, -^hich from time to time were lilted up, as 
a fignal of the emperors spproach ; lliat all might 
fall pvoftrale and Iiide tUeif faces. 

Cortez dil'mountcd at a fmalt dtftance, wbco 
MonicZunia did the fame, and waited gn carpets 
whicli Were fprcad in the flreet. His pace was 
flow and tblcmn ; and iic Vtatei ou ^'ko ti^ "*k^ 
£oaitBSt who governed laree pioVvivcei. Vl* "^^ 
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eager to fetlle in a country fa pioduftive *if 

wealth. 

The commodore, unwilling lo offend the na- 
tives by a proirdflcd ftay, proceeded farther ; and 
caine lo a town named Agualunco, where the in- 
habitants appeared at a ditiance carrying targets 
of torCoifelhel!. whlcl) glittering in the fun, gave 
the Spaniards the irfea they were gold. 

Sailing from thence, ihey faw fcveral fpacloiis 
rivers, and in one of them the Indians waving 
pieces of white clmb affixed to poles, as if invit- 
ing them to land. On this a captain and fome 
mufltetcGrs were fent aihore, with orders lo giva 
notice, if the naiipes put tbemrelves ia a warlike 
pofture. 

It may be proper to obfenre, that the Spani- 
ards were now within the confines at ilie potent 
empire of Mexico; the ihroue of which was then 
fillfid by Montezuma. This prince hearing of the 
exploits of the Spaniards, and the defire i bey (bow- 
ed to explore cQiintnen over which they had no 
right, began lo be apprehenfiveaiid vigiliint. He 
therefore gave diiei^ions to his goveroors to en- 
tertain thefe lltangers with civility, to penetrate 
as far ai pnfTible into their views, and to trapfniit 
him an aci:oiint of all ihejr motion;. 

In conformity to thefc inllrLK^Lons, no foonei 
wfcrc the Spanianls landed, than the M^^^icacif 
flffcrtd ihem fowls, bre^d, and fruit; and per- 
fumed Lhttn with gum copal in a fire-pan. M^li- 
tejo, the captain of the Spsnifh party, fentinTeJli* 
gencc lo Ihe commodore, in what roaniier he was 
Kceiwedi on which he brought up the flijps, and 
landed his men. Grijalva was treated with great 
f^Jpedl: J trai^c fcitb the Indiatis cominenccdi 
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HERNANDO CORTEZ. 



HAVJKG (raced (he dlfcoweries of ihe Spa- 
nhrds, froir tlu' UlandM lo itieconrincDi of 
America, iE dops not fall wiihin ilie province we 
lave alTLimed, Co pacticularize every fettknaent 
cr minute Jifcovery, aor to mark iIik progrcQive 
fttps by which lEip principal nations of Europe 
»pp<Mticined, sirong; themfelvcs, countries ovex 
which th*y had no right, and w^hich ihey in ge- 
neral plundered 3nd depopulated witli unfeeling 
ivarice and b:trh3iily. 

There vras (otnclhiog, however, fa ftiipcndous 
in (he conqucfls- of Mexicn and Peru. Uial man- 
kind mafl ever feel an inipj-cti iii the rCcilal. 
3'hf hi^my of ihcl'e etienis is as honotifabie lov 
Inrflprsn coiiraj^e and caparity, as it is dtfj^racfi- J 
fill lo the pfmciplcs and conduO of ihc chiti ac- I 
tors on Ihc llnge. In vain (liall the tiaiitihs ttf\ 
Europe plome tliFml'dveson fnperior refinomenlj I 
in vain ^h.^l\ they bcsA of r pure reiigloLi aoA n j 
forreft fyftem of morals, while they feel no com- I 
porflino in enflaving the ignorant favac;ei lal 
maDopoYiziag jiis weaUli, ut in, oww.\"i'\^%.'^^< 
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ihas petfarae4 ihe Spaniards, they otdered Ihem 
to depart (he country on pain of dpaTli. 

ProcecdiDg along the toaft for fix days raore^ 
they again landed, to water, in the vicinity of a 
town called Poianchan, whence tliey obferved a 
body of armed men advancing towards ibcmj 
but 35 night wns approaching, they feemed to 
retire lo the towti. On this the Spaniards im- 
pmdently remained on the fliore during the nighi j 
but in the moraing, found themrelvca entirely 
furrounded by a numerous army- Alarmed at 
this (ituaiian, they were convinced that nothing 
but dt[~()cra;ion could fave them ; and they re- 
Iblved to eKcrt all their powers. As Coon as it 
was light, the Indians began th^ charge with 
fliowers of arrows, dans, and llones. by wliich. 
about eighty Spatiiardii were wounded, among 
whom was Cordova. Finding it impoflibie to 
prevail againCl fucli an immcnfe boQ, and hem- 
aicd in on all lides, the Spaniards cut their way 
tbrough tQ the boats, while (he IndiaTis purfued 
tbem into the water with hideous yells. In this 
tlcfsftroHs encounter fnity-feveii Spaniards were 
killed i and all, favc one. were woundt'd. It wa$ 
immediately rcl'olved*to bijrn one oT the Ihips fbr 
W^nt of h^mds, and to rctuin to Cuba. 

In toiifctinence of ihe late unfortunate affray, 
they had been obliged to kavc iheit caiks oa 
ibore i and (he want of wattr beg4ti Cfioa to be 
niort rt:verelv felt. Some of the Ibundcl! of the 
men being lauded, to fill their jai-s, could fittd 
Dbni:^ tint what wa^ bnickilhi llus obligfd liicca 
to ileer for Flonda. Here having landed near a 
creek, and du- pii^j ihfy found ijuri" wholefome 
Wlrre but '.v'.Nr.ihey were engaged in walhiog 

. . ^ 
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of the neceflary fluid, as they had convcnicnciea 
lor t;irijipg, .'[1 alarm was givpn, that the lodi- 
3119 v^C'C iipoii ihein. This was loo Injci duiq- 
brrs of canoca were pmcecding duwn ihe Crcck, 
filled with armed men^ clothed in Atcr tkins, 
Thefclelfiji thelrarrows, and wounded fiK of ihc 
Spatiiardat but perceiwing the dreadful elFe^s of 
mcjlcelf and crofs bows, the)' fied (o their ca- 
pocsj iad tbe Spdhidl-dj returned UUmoleDed to 
Ifae fhlp. After ftiilei ing all tbitt huitiati tiaturb 
Can endure from droughl, and ercounicritig tnan> 
penis, they at lift reached the Havannah, itota 
wbtnce Cordova, havjng iranlmiitEd an account 
of his unfortunate expcdiiton to Governor Velaf- 
quez. died of hia wouiidjs in a few daj'safitr. 

The inielli^eiice ■which Velarquez reccired 
was fo gratifying, ihat it infpirFd Itim with ttie 
refoluuoiL of piirfuing difcovi^rics, among a peo- 
ple comparatively civiliziedi and therciore com- 
paratively richer than any yet known on ihii 
continent. His refoiiilion was encouraged by 
many of ilie principal perrons under hin govern- 
ment; and thre^: ^ips and a biiganline were 
Tpct^dily pi^uippcd, 

Jolm Grijalva was appointed commodore of 
tliii lijusdron, with orders lo piofecu(e dilbove- 
ries, bui totiLdke no rettlemeiil&. ^e failed trom 
Cuba pn Hif gib of May, I5i8, vilited Uif coaft 
of Florida, difcovercd theitland oi CifZomf.\, and 
failed along tlie continent to the to>«n i:>t Polan- 
chan. Ht^re the natives feeling eUied by their 
fpccefs againft Cordova, took ypatnT*; but being^ 
JTpcpdily routed, the Spanisrds look (joiTeffum of 
their town, where ihcy found only three pcrfons- 
remaining, wlio were liberally treated, and dU- 
lYlifled to juiii Lhcir countrymen. 
^. VoL^ L III C 
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Continuing their courfe by day, and lying- 
in the iiighi, 3T laLt they dilcovereJ a large river, 
but fo lh:iit<>w iliit it woulJ not admit of (hips of 
burden. Thi!) the Spaniards named Rio de Gri- 
jalva. aitd Taiting up ic in J^ome boats, iooa per- 
ceived the lodi.ins watching ctieir motions, with 
fifty canoes lull of anned men. Botli parties 
Jeemcd jealous of each other: at IfiLl the Spam- 
arda feni two Indlao converts, Julian and Met- 
chior, to inform the Indians tiiai they were come 
on bufirefs, which they trkilkd would be n:mtu-> 
ally agreeable. On this Tome of the Jiidiaas 
drew Dear, when the interpreters were ordered 
to inform theoij ttrstihe SpuuiLitds were thefub- 
jefts of a great king, to wtiom mighty princes 
paid obedietice, that it voHld be. for iheir advan- 
tage lo pat theiTifelvcs under his proleflion, and 
iQ the mean tiote to foppiy tbcm, bis fobjefts, 
with provilions. To Ihefe propoiais the natives 
priidL-ntly replied, tiiat they would furnilh them 
with provilionej bi.it having a Ifjng oC their own* 
they cDuJd not. fee -n^liat right lirangers hsd to 
wi Ih to iinpole a new oiiqr on them. They warn - 
ed thein tQ beware of in<:cn(ing a: people who bad 
tweniy-four thoafand armed men ; and gave 
them to wnderrtiind, that they wouLd not be fo 
ealily managed aa the inhabitants uf PotanclwD, 
They conduded withobfervingj that tbey would' 
faithfully report what they had beard lo their 
cfaiefa, wb<^ wdre now af^uiiblcd to decide on 
peace or war. The cummodorc made them 
fbme prefenls, aod chili'grd ihecn trt rclOfti with 
an anfwer, or he l>»ttiiLd lie obliged to enter their 
town, though Dot with a hofi:!e tntentioti. 
7'he dcpulie^ iiaviog delivered their meflitge 
Jfow tJie SpaainTfii, it iccm* (fat cWWt^ Witm^hc 
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peace preferable to war; and therefore fent a ■ 
number of llieir people laden with fifli, pmiJiry, 
bread, and fruiL, for the ufe of ihe lliips. TheJ'e 
being fti-ed itara their burdenB, fprcad thdr mals J 
OB tbe ground, and covered iheni wllli fome f 
beautiful works in feathers. They then cominn- 
nicated to the Spaniards, that it was the intention 
of their lord to vifit the fliipson the morrow. M 
At the lime appointed, the MciijUe appeared ■ 
with a onrnerous retinue, unarmed i aod without 
fliowing any fymptoms of jealoufyj went on board 
Grijalva's fhip. The coinraodcire was a genteel 
yonri^ man, and had on a Icofe coat of crtmlba 
velvet, a cap of the raRie> and other rich ofsa- 
jnents of drcfs. He received the chief with re- 
ipeflj and both litting dovcn^ a conference by 
jncans of interpreters bP^an. After forae timet 
the caeiqiie rofej and ordering a trunk to be 
prodnced^ took from it plates of gold, and boards 
covered with gold for armour; and trying tha 
' tbfffrent pieces on Grijalva, at latl fitted him witk 
a complete fuit of golden armour^ prefenting him 
at the fame time with variouB ornaments in 
feathers and gold. 

The commodore then put a very fine ftirt on 
the cacique, and hi<i own coat of crimfoa velvet. 
He liWewife fnrniflied liim wilh a new pair of 
£hces, fom<? firings of heads, atid other trinkeis, 
molt eliimable in the eyta of Indians, The ai- 
tendania of (he Ciicique alfo came in for a fliara 
of thele prefeois. 

The, rithnefs of the armour with which Gri- 
jalva had been invefled, amounting to no lefa 
than three ihoufflnd pieces of eight, fiimulated 
the avarice of the Spaniardaj and m^kde them 
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eager to fetUt in, a country (o pr&duQive of 
wealth. 

The commodore, unwilling to offend tbe na- 
tives by a prnlrLiftcd ftay, procficded farther ; and 
came to a. town named Agualunco, where the in- 
habitants appeared ni a ditlance carrying targets 
of tnrtoiferiie.]!, which glilEeTing in the fuD, gave 
the Spaniards the idea tbey were goW, 

Sailing from thence, they faw feweral fpacioos 
rivers, and in one of ihem the Indians waving 
pieces of wliite cloth afBsed to poles, as if invit- 
ing them to land. On this a captain and fome 
mulketeers were fent aQmre, with orders Lo give 
notice, if the natives put themfelves in a warlike 
pofture. 

It [pay be proper to obferre, that the Spani- 
ards were now within the confines of ilie potent 
empire of MtfiLico; the throne of which was ihea 
filled hy Momezuma. This prince hearing of the 
CKptoitflof theSpaniard^^and the deCie they Show- 
ed to esplore coitntTie? over which they had no 
right, began to beapprehenfiveand vigilant. He 
therefore gave direitioBS lo his gnveroors to en- 
tertain thefe Rrangen with civihiy, to penetT8te 
as far as pnlltble into their views, and to trarifmit 
him an account of ?U their motions. 

In confrtrmi(y to llicfe iliLlru'^ions, no foonM" 
Were the Spaniards l^^nded, than the MevjCant 
a0ered ihem fowls, bfesd, and frqitj and per- 
fumed them with gum copal in a fire-ppn, Moti~ 
ttjo, the captain of the SpaniQi party, f&nlintelli- 
|reAce to the conimoctoie, in what raanELer be was 
receivedi on which he brought xtp tht fltipSj and 
landed his men. Giijalva was treated with great 
Tefpe&-. a traffic with the Indians commenced i 

and 
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Sirtd ih fi)£ days*, tlic Spaniards procurrd, by barter, 
is mucli pcld as was Valotd at fifteen tboutja^^ 
jrtcces of cigEit. 

Thf^tommoiiore tfiving ma(?e (iime ptefenls of 
inligTiifieam value to ihe printipal pi^rfon^, look 
ptviVcdicn fif the country tor the king of Spain. 
He then emfaarfcfd, aiict paffing Several illantls, 
lanricd in one where he found r li-rapSe contain- 
ing feveral idols, and four priells drelVed in black 
manllcs, who had that \tty dny facrificed IWO 
hoys, who were difeov^red with their hearts torn 
cui; a piece of cruelty which Shocked even the'' 
ianguinary Spanirtrds. 

Grijalva, tarrying at ihi^ ifland feveral days, 
thought proper todifpalch Alvcrado, one of his 
ofScers, to Velafquez witli news of his difcoveries, 
and. all the valuables h(i Lad obtained from the 
Indians. Velafquez, nolwithflanding hisfuccefs, 
received an unfavmirable imprellion of the com- 
modore, thiough Lhe ariifices ot" Alverado, who 
wjilied lo plant a colony among the new difcove- 
ries. 

In the meitnwhile. Grijalva coadlng along, 
came to lhe mouth of the river TaralDt to wiiicli 
Jie ga^'e the fippeJlaiion of St. Anthony. Here 
lie careened hia Ihip; ynd began a traffic with 
itie Indians fur gold. Sotae ut" thera brought 
TTciy bright copper axes, which the Spaniards 
JniUaking (or gold, purcliafed fix hundred of 
Ifipiii; and lhe natives were fo well plealed witll 
tht returns ihey ot)t»iiiecl, that they would have 
willitigly parted wiih thq-ir whole flocV- Thm 
avarice tor once was caught in its qwn fuarc- 

Krom this place the comnjodnrt fel fail for Ca 
ba dirrft; and in fnrly-five daya arrived at thi 
pott of Mtlaxicas, i.tith ^o\d. \.q ?k. c.ia-o'o.ijwi^ 
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araoupt, exclufivc of what he Uad forwardeiJ by 
Alverado- lo this port he received a leder ftoni 
VelaTqucz, ordering liim to expeililR bis return to 
St. JagOf where another cxpcdUion was fitting 
out. Wbeii he arrived here, hfc met with a re- 
cet'lio'^ ^^''Y iiiadequate la ha dfTerts ^nd bis 
faithCwl iervicesj he found himfeli' fuperfeded, 
and Hernando Cortez appoiDted to the comniand 
of the new ucdertaking. 
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HAVING triced tlie direorrriei of IJ^ 
cil^rds, from th'.- iHanif* lo (becon<i( 
Arocrica, it does not fall wiihin ibc ymnots we 
]>ave BtTwrned. to p^rticulatizc ^^f- '—' — -■ - 
f}f mLiiiiIc A'ifcovttj, Dor tn mark il 
Aeps by wlijcb tht pciocipsl n^lic^i* "i j-vji-^p^ 
sjtipoTlirtOcd, Among llircDfrtvca, tt)t]Mii*it M*f 
vhich ihtj' had f;& righi, ac'J *hrc*i ' ?c- 

Brtal plunJ^^TP/l ai,(J drjibpiUaicd v ug 

■vjirice and b^rhJiiiy. 

in ihc rnn(]u<;fli of Mtnir ' '■•■ 

bind niu(1 nvcr frrl an i ul. 

The hi:lnty of thoie crcnu >k ^k faMkM*j.iJM t*1 

£*jinf r^n coaiai;e and eapgriiy, m \t i% 4;ftr^R 

ful to (be pi^riplfs and cr.bdi. ' 

ion on the flsgo. In vain H. 

£uTapr plume tlirmfirJvrtmi Tm 'fiwrbtt 

in i'»'iii llinll ibf^y toflA of n ^ ir,>1 « 

CDfred fyitemof moraU, v - >•*' 

pan^Kn in enfljving li:^ ,., — ■^*' 
IDODO/Dli2iD£ hu wcalttif Of la. w»-\ 
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amount, exdufive of wbat he had forwarded hy 
Alverado. In this port be received a letler frocn 
VelsCquez, ordering him lo expeilii*; his return lo 
6t, Jag", wtiere another cupedUion was tilting 
ool. Wben he arrived bere, he met with a re- 
ception very inadequate ta hii AeStm and his 
faithful fervLcBSj h& faund himfelf fuperfeded, 
and Hernando Cortez appointed to the command 
of the new ucdeitakiDg. 
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CONQUEST OF MEXICO, 
■If 

HERNANDO CORTE-Z. 



HAVING traced l!ie dircovpries of the Spa- 
[liiirds. from tlip illanda to iheconlinent of 
America, it Aaes not fall within ilie province we 
Jiave alTumed. to par^iuularizc every feltkniRiat 
cr minute difcovery, nor to mark the progreffive 
fieps by which ibc principal nalions cf Kurope 
apportion«i, smong UiemrelwF-s, coiintrieH over 
vhicli Ehey had no right, and which ihfy in ge- 
Dcral plurti^crcd ^nd dcpopuUted with uofrcling 
■vitrice and Wrbaiity. 

Tberr w;is locnethiDg, howf^Jfr, fp ftiipcpdous 
in the conqiicfls of Mexicn and Peru, llial nriBn- 
kiiid inufl- CL'trr feel an inlprell In ihf; fPCilal, 
The hiflory of ihoi'e events is as honourable la V 
J;*irrtp''*n courage and capacily, as it is dilgrace- 
fu! to the pTmcipits and cnndcfl of the cMrf 3c- 
1©rB on the finge. Fil vaiii ftiall the nalioeis of 
lurope pEuicc: tlir^mfclweson fupciiDi' refinetnctil j 
in *(tin (liaU ihry boaft of a pure rtligifjti and s 
fozttSt fyftem of moralsj, while (hey feel no com- 
parftinn in cnflLiving the ignoiant favage, in 
BDonopolizin^ his wejliVi> ox Vn ot(?A^"i\t.t "^^^v 




1 



thus perfmrcd the Spaniards, they ordered them' 
to dt^p^rl: tbe country oq pain of death. 

Proceediog along the coaft for fix days rOoiCf 
they again landed) to watcf, in the vieinLiy of a 
town called Poianchan, whence ibey obferved a 
body of armed men advancing towards ibcm i 
but as night was apprnaching, they feemed to 
retire lo the town. On this the Spaniards im- 
prudetiily femaJned on ttie (hore dniring the night ; 
but ill the morning, found thetnfelves entirely 
furroundcd by a numeruus army. Alarmed at 
this fituation, they were convinced that nothing 
but desperation could fave themj and they re- _ 
lolved (0 ciert all their powers, As foon as itfl 
vas light, thtt Indiana began thd charge with' 
fliowers of arrows, datts, and ttones, by wliicU 
about eighty Sjtiiniatds wt^re wounded, amang 
wham W3S Cordova. Finding it inipollible lo 
prevail againtt Tuch an immenl'e boll, and hctm- 
med in on all Mcs, the Spaniards cut their way 
through to the boats, while the Indians porfued 
them into the water with hideous yells. In this 
difafiroas eneounter foriy-feven Spaniards were 
kilk'd 5 and all, favc one, were woundtd. It was 
immediateSy reroIved«to burn one of the lliips fbr., 
want ut hiEiid;^. and lo return to Cuba, 

Id conlfqitencc of Uie lalq qnforlunate affray, 
they h;(d bqcn obliged In leave their qaflcs OH 
Hiore 1 and the watu of water brgan fooLi lo bsJ 
mail fi-verely felt. Some of the Ibundpft of tha™ 
men being landed, to fill their jars, could find 
no-A-z but wli^l W4!> bT^Litiilt i lhi« ubligc^d Ihenx 
to lIcte for Florida. Hei? baving landed near a' 
CffKkk and du« pii», they found pure wholrrfom 
vviert bat witli'-iticy wi;re engaged in waihin 
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cf the ncdcflary fluid, ss they had cODVetlicnctes 
for canying, .iH alarm Was givcD, thai the Indi- 
ans were upon thenl. "Tbis ^vas tiiO Itliei nuii]- 
bct» of cauots i.verc pri^ceeding dciwn [he creek, 
filled with armi^d men, clt>ihed in deer Ikins. 
Tbeie let fly their arrows^ and wounded fix ot' the 
Spaniards; but perceiving the dreadful effi^fts of 
muikets and crofs bows, they fled to their ca« 
DdtSi and the Spaniards returned unmoleHed to 
the (hip. After foffcring all that human nature 
caneni^iirefromdfongbt, andencoanieringmaDjr 
perils, they at Jail reached the Havaiinah» from 
whence Catdova, having tranrmitted an account 
of his unfortunate espedition to Govcrnei Velaf- 
quez, died of his woutids in a few dayn al'ier. 

The inielligcnce which Velaiquez reueived 
was fo gratifying, that it Infpircd him with the 
lefoluiion of purfuing dircovcriesj among a peo- 
ple cnmparativeiy civilizcdj and ihereJore com- 
paTAiively richer than any yet knu<An on this 
CODtineni. Hi^ refaluiion was encouraged by 
msny of llie priacipal perfons under his govern- 
ment; and three Ihips and a briganLioe were 
Ipcedily tquippedr 

John Grijalva was appoinled commodore of 
ttis fquiLdrttiij wiih orders to proiecuie difcovc' 
riics, but to make no f^ltlemems. Ho failed from 
Cuba on tiif Bih of May, J5J8, vifiicd ii)f, coaft 
of f'loridii, difcovrred Ihcilland ol Cozumcl, aud 
lailrd along the coptioeot to llae town ot Poian- 
chen. Here the natives fading riated by thvir 
fuccefs againft Cordova, took uparins; but being 
fpccdily routed, the Sjinnlards toiik pofleflion of 
their town, where ihcy found only Ihrrcperfqni 
retnsining. who were liberally treated^ and dLC- 
ntLlIed (o joiii their CD\jntryTOe'n» 
^ VwL. J. 24 ^' 
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Cqpfinviing titeir courfe by dfly, and lying try- 
in Ihc night, at Istt tbey difcove^ed a large river, 
but ia ibidllow llint it would not admit of (hips of 
burden. This the Spaniards named Rio de Gri- 
jalva, and lailing dp il i;i fome boats, i'oou per- 
ceived ihe Iddiaits watching theii- motions, witlj 
fifty Canoes full of ariHcd men. Both parlie* 
ft^erned jealous of each other: at lali the Spani- 
ards fcnt two Indian converts, Julian and Md- 
cliior, lo inforcQ the Indians tliat thpy were CDtne 
on bnlinefs, wtlicli they fruited tfOuid be rautq-* 
ally ajjrecable. On this fotne of the Indians 
drew near, when the inlerpfetets weie ordered 
td inform iheni, that ilie Sjiatiiatds were the fub- 
jcAs of a great king, to whom mighty prini^es 
paid obedience, that it would tx for their advatt- 
lage to put themfelvei under his proieflicn, nnd 
ID the mean time to fupply them, his fubje^s, 
wilh provilidns. To thefe propolals the natives 
prodMilly replied, that they would furnilh thetn, 
with provi[ii>tJS; but having a king of their own, 
they cuuld not fee what right flraiigers bad to 
wifii la impoftia new one ou their. They warn- 
ed them to beware of incenfing B people who had 
twenty-four cbniiJiiiid armed men ; and gave 
them lo undetftund, (hat they -would not bn fo 
cafily managed an rhe fnhabitants of Potanclian^ 
They concluded withobferving, ittat they wmild 
faithfuliy report what they had heaid to iheic 
chiefg, who were now iifTeinbled lo decide en 
peace or war. The conimodorB tnade ihctn 
fome prefenta, aod i:hiuged them to return with 
an anfwcr, or he Jliauld be ubliged lo enter their 
town, though uol with a iioHile intention. 
7'be Jfputies JaaviDo ddi?i:rcd ihi:ir melTage 
Ji-aa2 the Spaahrd^t it feems rhi ctueU VWa^t. 
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peace preferable to war; and therefore feat a 
iiumbcir of their people l^iden with fifli, poultry, 
bread, and fruil, for the ufe of the (hips. Thefc 
being freed iVom ihcir burdens, i'pread thcicmiils 
oa the ground, and covered them with fome 
beautiful works in feathers. They then conitnii- 
nlcated to the Spanrards, tbatit wastheintenttoQ 
of their lord to vifit the fhips on the morrow. 

At the time appointed, the cacique 9|)peaied 
tvilli a numerous retinue, unarmed; and without 
ihowingany fjTTiptorasof jealoufy, wctlt on board 
Gnjalva'B lliip. The comtODdnre was a genteel 
young man, aad had on a loofe con of crimfon 
*elver, a eap of the fame-i and other rich ofna- 
metits of drefs. He received (he chief with re- 
ffsA; and boih fitting down, a. confeK&ce b^ 
means of interpreters began. After forae time 
the cacique rofe; and ordering a trunk to be 
produced, look from it plates of gold, and board* 
covered with gold for artnotir^ and trying the 
' different pieces on Griialva, at lall fitted him wtlk 
s complete fuit of golden armourj pret'ertiiig him 
at the fame time with various ornaments in 
feathers and gold. 

The commodore then pi.it a very fine fhirt oa 
the cacique, and his own coat of crimfon velvet. 
He likea'ife furniflied him wiih a new pair of 
Oifje-ti, fome filings of beads, and other trinkets, 
moll elliTnahlem the eyeB of Indians. The at- 
fBiidattis of (he cacique allb came ia for a fliars 
ef liiefe prefenis. 

Thfi richnefg of the armour with which Gri- 
jalva had been iovefled, amounting to no lefs 
than three thoiifand pieces &f eight, fllmulaied 
tilt avarice of ihe Spftniardsj and made theth 

Ma t-M^ 
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eagcf to (ettlc La a country {a prodaQitc Af 

■wealth, 

The Commodore, unwilling to offend tbc na- 
tivt* by a pTotriifted flay, proceeded farther j and 
came Co a town naraM AgUitlunco, where tbc in- 
habitants appeared at a diftance carrying targets 
of tortoifefhell, which glittering in thefun^ S*ve 
the Spaniards tiie lAea they were gold. 

Sailing from thence, they iaw feveral fpacioui 
rivers, and in one of them the Indians waving 
piece? of white doth affixed to poles, as if invit- 
ing them to land, On this a captain and rome 
mulketeers were fent alhore, with orders la givfs 
DOtice, if the nativea put themfelves in a warlike 
poHure. 

It may be proper to ofarerve. that the Spani- 
acd^ were now within the coiiAnes of ibe potent 
empire of Mexico; (he throne of which was than 
filled by Montezuma. This prince hearing of the 
enploitsof the Spaniards, and thedeQrecheylhow- 
ed Co esplore countries over whrch ihey had no 
rightj began to bpapprehenlive and vigilant. He 
therefore gave direiSions lo his governors to en- 
tertain thefe flrangers with civility, to penetrate 
as far as pntlible into (heir viewti, and to tranfmit 
bim an account of all their motions. 

In coiTftirmity to thefe iiillruiJions, no fooncT 
were She Spaiiiards landed, than (lie Me>i.ic4n» 
offered them fowls, bread, and fruitj and per- 
iumed (hcsa wiiti gi.im copal in a Sre-pan. Mob- 
tcjo, thcc3p(3in of the Spanifh parly, fen t intelli- 
gence to the comtnodove, in what mt^nncr he was 
reccivEdf on which he brought up the Qiip^, and 
landed his men. Grijalva was treated with great 
refpeSt: a t-fafficwith the Indisos commedCedj 

and 
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indinlit Anyn, l^eSp9o^a^■i9procll^p^^, by baricr, 
is rriucli RnM as waa Tslued ai tiirecn tfaoufaDd 
jrieces of tigfet. 

The commchlore bating trmdc fomc prefents of 
infigniHcaiu valat io the principal pprlbns* took 
pofl^ffion fif the CDdntry fnr ilie king of Spain. 
Me then embarked, and palTing leveral illards, 
Isn^^fd in cme where be found a temple contain- 
ing feveral idols, and four pried': drefied in blacfc 
TBanilcs, who had that very Osy Sacrificed iwo 
toys, who were dilcovcrfd with their hearts iorn 
outj a prt'ce of crsielty -which fhoeked eveo ths 
fanguinary Spaniards. 

Grijalva, tarrying at this ifland feveral Aaya, 
thought proper lo difpalch Alvcrado, one of his 
ofhccrs. to Velafqura wiifi newsof bi!>dir<joi-eTics. 
Bnd all the valuables he hod obtained from the 
Indians. VclaJijuex, tifdwiihftandifig hisfuccefs, 
icccivtd an unfavnr.rabte impreBicin of the com- 
modore, through the artifices of Alvcrado, who 
wiOicd lo plant a colony aroQiig the new difcove' , 
ries. 

In the meanwhile, Grijalva coattin^ a^ong'i 
came to the mouch of the river Tarab. to which 
he gave the appcllaiLon of St. Anthony- Here 
Ije C3recned hia fliip; and began 3 traffic whh 
the Ipdiaps for gwld. Some of them brought 
very bright caliper 9XCS, which the Spaniards 
tuiflaViiig lor gold, purchafcd fix. Iiundrtd of 
llicjiij and ihe lijitives w^re fo well pleefed wicb., 
liie returns thqy ohlaincd, that they would have 
\vi!liiig!y parted with iheir whole fioclc. Tbo 
Avarice tur once was caught in its own Inare. 

From this place the commodore let fall for Cu 
ba dirrrft; and in forty-five dnys atrWed at the 
port of Mtkncas, \v\\.i\ gri\ii i.ts a. t(i^%A«.'^'ii^' 
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amount, excluGve of what he had forwarded b^ 
Alverado. In ibia port he received a letLer from 
Velafquez, ordering him lo expedite his return to 
St. Jago, wbcre another espediiioii was fitting 
oui, When he arrived here, he met with a re- 
ception very inadequate to his di^ferts and his 
faithful fervicefi5 he found himfelf fuperfeded, 
and Hernando Coriez apjpointed to the comiuand 
of the new undeiLakiDg. 



BRIEF ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

;oNauEST OF mexicq, 

BV 

HERNANDO CORTEZ. 



HAVING traced Ihe difcOTcries of llie Spa- 
ninrdFj, frvm ttiuillaiids lo llie coniincnt of 
America, it does not fall within (be province we 
liHve fiffumed, to patiicularizc every fetilement 
■cr minute difcovcrjr, nor lo mark llie piogrciTive 
fi^ps by wliich the principal riations of EoTope 
•pportinned, amoqg lliemfqlves, conntiies ovei 
vhich thry had no fight, and wliich tlif:y in ge- 
persl pIuTiLlcred and depopulaled vr\lh unfeeling 
■varice antl b.irbarily. 

There \vs^ tomethiog. hciWfVrr, fo fttipendona 
in ihc coTiqucfl? of Mexico and Peru, llial man- 
kind iTiuft ever feei an intprcft tii ihf. rrciiaK 
The hi^nry of lliole c^enis is as Iionotirablc lo^ 
Xmopran cnnra^e and capacityt as it is difgracc- 
fttl lo the prPnciples and condufl nf t!u^ cliitf ac- 
ler* 6n li'iP llnge. In vain lliail ihe nation'? of | 
luTope plume rlifmftlv^'son AipcTior refinetneTiLi 
in vain (liall they boaft of a pute religion and a 
torrtSl iyiiem of morals, while they fee! no com- 
pnnAifO in enllaving (he ignorant favage, in 
taoao^ohiSDg his weaiih, or Vq o(aia'g^\t^'i> ^'^^ 
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land. The exccfr»;5 of the HunS and tlic VatidaU 
are Ihe execration of every reflnFling mind; but 
if we view, with miprejudiccd optics, ihe tralifac* 
tioii« of fume of the nioft enlig^hleried peofile of' 
the earlh, in ihe mirror of iriuh, »e flisll be 
brought 10 allow with iliame, thar, though igno- 
rance may adtnil qf fome palliaiiQii, titiowledge, 
which is only appli-^d to fwrpetuate greater crimes 
wiih fylleniatic eiJett, cau Htid neiiher extenua- 
tion nor excufe. 

Bat to reiurn. It. having been determined lo 
fit out an expedition for ihe continent of Ame- 
rica, to take advantage of circumftances, and to 
enrich llie adventarers and their employers with 
gold. Hernando Cortcz was appointed com- 
mander. This gentleman was born at Medclin, 
a town of EHrcniadiira in Spain; and being bred 
to a military life, refolved to ptifh his fortune in 
the Well Indies, whither he failed in 1504, witU 
letter:; of recommi^rydstion to his VinCman Doa 
Kieholai de Obando, then governor of Hifpaniola. 
He was received by his relation with due cordi- 
ality, and fcin<Jly entertained; but nothing couid 
divert ]iia propcnfity to arm^i and Hifpaniola be- 
ing in a ttaie of peace, he delired leave to fcrve 
in Cuba, where war nill raged, againtt the na- 
tives. Arriving there, he ttifiin^tiilhed bicofclf 
OS a valiant foidicr aiitl ab]« commander j and 
was afterwards appointed chief magiQtate, or 
alcalde of St, J^go. This iituaiion lie filled 
when tfre expedition to the continent was plan- 
ned} and being fieflied In blood, was deemed a 
proper perfon to condud the enlerprife, 

His comminiDn being made out ii$ captain gr- 

trera/ afibr. fleet, and of the cowntri?s he ibntild 

ifi/boy^r aod I'ubdac for Sgain, he itt fe\\ from 



I 



I 



rauBST OP MEjctco. 12^ 

Cuba on the i8th of Noveraher iSlfi, wJlb ien 
ftnslIvenelF, not exceeding one hundred tonsbur- 
derr. His whnle CDOiplimrnt of men wa& about 
fix bmidred; he had befidp? eighteen borfesj and 
a. fmall numtjer of fiftld- pieces. 

PalTing over bis previous tranfaflions and ad- 
Ttnltjres, wc find him on the coaft of Mexico, with 
a force fcnrcely adequate for the rcduSion of a 
finglc town, or the maial^nancc of a Jingle poAr 
lie propofe-s to fubdue an empire of cotifidcrable 
lK>*cr and great extent. An empiie, rich id re- 
ioorecs, and intiabitcd by millions of Indian^^ 
pafliotiately attached to war, and governed by a 
warlike chief, Montezuma, the tetmr of T*hofc 
arms hzA been fek by the neighbouring natiotis ; 
and whcle abilities in the Iciencc of governrnent 
wtff by nft means contemplible. 

Had this expedition happened in very remotft 
•ges^foiroinantLi:: are the circomftances attending 
it, (balttwould haveianlred, inpciintof authend- 
ciijfwithiheArgonautiCiOTihelaboursofHePCules. 
NfTer was more achievedhylefsimpr€>bableniean&. 
Tbeempirf of MEsicobad fubfirted for many cen- 
tanes: ininhahilants were fur aJvanced in icifiiie- 
menl, and remote frotn baibarifm; ibey were 
inicHigcnt, and in iDme degree learned. Like 
4he aDcipnl Egyptians, wholi; wii'domis fo much 
•c^mirrd in this panirular, ihcy know rlie annual 
rcvclniion of the fun, wiih a prccilioii whicii 
coufd ffatcely have hceo expe^ed fiom a people 
ntncquainle'^ with letters. "3 Ut:y fixed the period 
«f tbtyear at three Lutiijred and fixty-five days 
nearly. Th*"!!- faperinrit? in military aflairs, was 
♦hcobjefl cf admiration and terror over the le- 
pnote ptwt9 of the ecDlinenti and their confliiu 
tioDj fotiodcd Oil the lure bft&& ol itfCv^wo ^^xi 
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SpaoiaMsin their capital. Mud the force 0^ "(lift 
cocrtbstanis been exaflly equal, ihis lingular po* 
lii:y of the naiives rright have bee li atiended 
V'ilh ih-e expetfed I'liccet's. But the viflory o 
Piiarro put ail end to ASmagTO* lite ami to tliA 
hofies of the I'linivians. 

I'iznrro now freed from a rival, and mafler o 
thR richefl empire in the world, was lli!l tpurred 
on by ambition to undertake new enterprifes. 
The foul hern countriv? into whlcli he had forne* 
time before difpalched Alma^a, prefeiiled the 
riGbert field for difcorery and coiir]iieft. Ho 
iherefare proceeded hi the track of Alniagro iolo 
Oiili, and reduced another part of that country,, 
Ordlatia, one of his captains pnlfed itie Andes, 
and Tailed d&wti to the tnoutti of the river 
Amazons. On the bnnks of ihiii imtnenfe nni' 
galion, fotne of the women hnvitig attended theit 
hufbands into battle, ns was t»Jt unufuiil in 
America, wprc found among the (lain in armour. 
Tbis gave rife to the fiflion of a warlike race 
females, refeniblio^ the ancient Amaiims. Th 
country through' wliich Orellana palTed wa* ric 
and delightful iit'thij fruits of (he esrth } but afc 
it was chiefly thjjni|i3ignj anil Ihcreforc not p!en 
tiful in mlncfHis, the Spaniards difregarded i1 
and have never jCt made any fettlrmcnt^ htrt, 

Pizarro, fortntiate it) mofi of his underta king*j' 

t»iitit>ni ^ fupei iof to control or a rival to oppofe 

hiiPi now gave a laofe to the natural ferocity 
bis temper; and behaved with iiofeeliog crdel(| 
to All who had not cotttdrred in his dHigtis, ar 
Mnplicitly obeyed bit cotticnantis. This brat 
eondiift rajfed a cotifpiraciy againft him. Hi 
enfm!e3 were driven to delyeraiton t ihej* faw n 
end <^ f/ieir mtfcrtts* bW ^^ tf^t^^^^tVm^Vvia 



or ttremreUes. 'i liey refolved 00 tfce fortnei'; 
aad ^ITaQinateii the lyrant in his own palaccj in 
the cily of IJms, which lie liad founded,. This 
h]ovf wa& flru^k. un lbe^(itli pi' June: 1541. Fl- 
zgtro when he fell was fixlyilive years old. He 
had never been marriedj and though Lccob^liit" 
cd v-iih ihedsughurs sQii lilterhol ihc ycicas, bi • 
well Hi wiih olher^, it is nui kllo^;'n thn\ he lefE 
any childiren behjncl him. Hia igiioyafitcr&Ddc.r" 
ed li'dt contemptible, bis ci'kt&Uy det^fldble, Hqd 
iiis fate Was unlamented- 

The parlizans of old ^Imagro now dedared 
tis fofi of ibo fame name viceroy 5 but the grent* 
gA part of iliu nAlion^ though not Bvcrfc ia ll'ie 
coni'ijir'acy which toak off Piziirro,. rufofrd io 
concur in ibis derteimiiiaiion. They waited ihc 
jordcrsfif ibe Emperor Charl*« V. iheivliing ot' 
Spain/ who ftncov&r Vaca di Caftro, a nun of 
ihe llricitlt probity, lo. be llieir governor. By 
him the young Almagro wns dct'esied ;- and 
being [litd ctKl cof.elenuief!, Iprt his life, ;<■■ 
with Jhe chief luf porters of lijs cauJ«. 1 
uo, by his wifdtiat and inirgi'ity, WRBfidtntrtoJi^ 
t^uali^cd lo hiial Uie wi^unilfi fit' [he cnloiiv , atio 
ttoplacC svtry thing -nn the mcU ailvsolagtous 
i'opiing, boiLi IM icand for (lie tiif ilier cnuliiry. 
J>y Itc)4 prudent rutidiiu. ihe tnii.':' of Lfl fisLta 
.and P(HoG, -which had hiihr-rto JupE...ed Ui« pri- 
.1(»1B plundei^r, were convened intn (ibjecit of 
f ublit^ utility to thr tiourl of S|}3i». 1'he ^arlks. 
which haA a^ilaied ihe province tmm ika-^HTy 
beginning, were eilhi.'r cruOied or niencedpr wd 
trancinillity was ngaiQ restored ig Teru. ...1... , . ! 
Jl apppsrs, however, that de CaLlro, troft- 
'Dgi ytih;i[iK, i)w oiuch te a confci«aB'\ut«- 
grit^j liad Dcgiflatd the \iCfta\ '^it«»!&'a\js ti 
i- ^ Pi ^"^^ 
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GENERAL CHARACTER 





DESCRIPTION 

or THE 

[ABORIGINAL AMERICANS*, 



THE fuccefaful difcoVericB/3Tld talaafclc ac- 
qaifitions of the Spaniards on t^arich conti- 
nent ofSoulh Ai!perica,foon excited thpallctrtion of 
other European nations 10 pilrfilc fiiiiil3rfiiefl.Curei*. 
by (imilar means; but the detail of their difierent 
cxpeditiotis,atidof the revolutions that have [ake:0 
place, neither falls witbiQ cur plan, nor woflld !( 
be generally iaterefting. It Is fufBeienily known, 
that 'flouriihing colonies anO ihdcp'erident ftates 
now cxia, which were planted' aloo'g- thst very 
esienfive coaft, reaching from the m&iiih of the 
river St. Lawrence in North America, to RTo de 
la Plata io the South, fonie;pf which fpread faf 
within land ; bcfides the ifiands in the ^ulph of 
Mexico and elfewhere. ■ A defcriptioti af thtft 
Tails within the prbvrnce of thegeflgrspheralonej 
but before we proceed In our Intended courfe-j it 
may not he amtfA to throw together the geaersl 

* ClitrDy taken froin Xafi:iaii, Msjar Kagcrs's acCbwOt A1 
A*09ih AmciLcs, Culciiicl Bfjuqiiri'* cxpediiivD v^inlt'ibe 
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obfcrvalioTi? of variouswritcm cfa tl(e 'qrigrnal in-^l 
habhanU of Ihis vail continent; tu prr.lervc loef 
traces of character wbicii lime may obliterate, 
or ail intcrcourle With Biir<jpeans ellace. SiJch al 
difquifition will be no lcr§ g^ratifyitig to hint 
whn reads for plesfdre, tlian lo hlmwhn ffads for 
iirolit, ir wili allilt the I'prculations of the phi- 
Joi'opher, and ainnfe the Ici-fore of ihe bufy. 

When the veil was wiifidrawn I h, It hid one halt] 
of the wodd frocu ihe othei*. the Eoropeansifuai'id. , 
thenaiivesof ihe ciewclifcovered regions immeff. i 
ed in what they rcckon,^ti t^arbarifm -, bar which, 
however, ought rather to be charaf^eriled a^ a 
llateof honelf independence and noble llmplicit^ 
If we except ihe inbatiitari^sbf Ibc. two poient;| 
empires of Mexico and Peru, wlio,,- aa we hpvej 
feen, were conaparatively refintJ, llir natives of 
America in general were un^cquainteKl wUa 
every European art, Evcnagricuicure Uffj^r, qon 
of ihe firft and by far the nioll ufeful art,.*as 
little knowrt, or little cultivated. Tjie ^Tiiicipla 
depeiid&ace for ifnpplying the, ,want^ ot' &niinal' 
life, was on hunLiDg die wild beali^ which tlift, 
iiiotitiuiiiisaiid forel\s3btindanity iuppljed.-j This' 
ex^cifc, wiiicb is heta a Eerious and impoftauc 
findy, gives a ftrength to the frame and ^ihiy; lo 
Ihe l)ml;>s, unparalleled siBoug otUer iiaiiaDSr 
To the fame caufe^ perhaps. It ia owing, ih^ 
jacliiaates not too w^i^iu, tlieif bolides ar^c nb* 
cooiaionLy llralgbtt aoii well propoTtioned. TlisjH 
sre mufculiir and-, ligorop. with fl^itiiH^ hi^adiu] 
wbicb is (he eifefl of art; their fciturqg are 
tegular i ^ut their modes of.life^ivc a ^rcencfs 
to their gfpe&i, Tlicir bair i* long, bUck, and 
of 3 drpng- ies.tiire. Tbe coUwit ol the Jkin is a 
xeddiih brown : this is Xlm \iiiix sauiS- t&mwcd. 
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among (hemj and is therefore heightened by the 
uie of bear's grcafe and paint. 

The chafa-irr of thele people la formed on, 
and influenced by ihcircircnrLiftances and way of 
living, Conftantly occupied in procuring the. 
means of a precarious fubliftence by hunring j 
and frequenlly at the fame time engaged in war 
with ihcir neighhoursj their temper is little fait-. 
rd to gaiety, nor fiibjeft to an eihiiaration of 
Ipirits. They are therefore getieralty grai'e to 
fjdncfii they polt'ef^ none of iliat giddy vivacity, 
that high flow of foul which are peculiar lo foRte 
nations in olher parts of the. world, and they de- 
Tpife them. Their deportment is regular, mo- 
dell, and refpeflful lo thofe with whom they af*. 
Ibciate. Unacquaiated with the pleafiog arts oi 
convcrfaliorij of faylug trifles agreeably, or com- 
pliaicntingto be complimented again ; they Sel- 
dom fpeak but when they have fometblng import' 
Hflt to obferve. All Iheii- aSiona, words, and:.- 
evcn looks, are calculated to aoLwer foine pur- 
pofe, dnd convey fome meaning. This is natu- 
ral to men who are always engaged in labonoUi 
pUrfuits, and ignorant of elegant aomfcoaenti. 
Their ['ubfiUflnce wholly depends cm their own 
toil and ejLcrtions; their lives, their liberty, all 
that ia dear rri:*y be loft by a nionientary inalttn- 
tinn to Ihe views and deltgns of their coeroiea. 
Having no objea* to attach them to one place 
more ihati aitotber, they rove wherever the ne- 
Wflariea of life jre to be found in the grciirelt 
abundance. Cities and towns, the refolt of la- 
bour and application to arts, Ihey have noDC. 
For this reafrn, the various tribes or nations are 
broken intofoiall focitlies, compared with cwl- 
lised countries, iij which, nsuLiaaX '«w\^^ «A 
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reciprocal iHtcrchaii^c of beneiils ba»e COTigre— ' 
gated tlUmeroiis individuals intn oAc political' 
band. Thele rmutll tribes arc Ihinly dilpcrfcd ; 
ihey are infidaied bya dcfert frontier, which it i*j 
an agg'ieltinn -to pafj; ftnd Liid in ibe bbj'om D^l 
everlaliing and almoft impenetTabtt fofeft*. 

A certain (pccies of govern n\cnt is eftabliflifdi 
in pvery ^articiilar (bcieiy, whicb with iinle va- 
riation prevails over ihe greatiill p.Trtof this coa-' 
linent. I'hetr manners and itiodes of life bdng*! 
nearly flmilar, fo are their civil inftitutiona 8lfa>-j 
Devoid of attSi richeflj or luxury, the inltrn^i 
ments of fabjpftion in poliihed fociety, and*' 
the incentives to obtain rule, an American ha*| 
no means, of I'endering himfelf confiJeraltl*' 
araong his coanlrymeu, but l>y a fuperioriiy in" 
perfunal qimlitifis, or niRnral endawments. 

Bui )»> nature has not beeu very lavill; in lienJ 
didinAkin^, and the mesns of education are ihvj 
Jime to all, there h a great degree f>( equality . 
ftmang lheni,and a dpiirc to maini:ain ii. Heiicff. 
liberty is the prevailing ptillion, ;o which alli 
others are fnblerviein ; and their j:;c>vefi)mriil« 
induenced by rhis fentiraent ; is a^etlVttuaKy fe-» I 
cured as by the wifeft ^lolin'cal rfgulations, Tbey 
are far, however, from dcl'pihng an aothority.'J 
which chey confitJer as k^gitimaie, or front dil- 
claimin^ a fubjeftiyn to ttR ilrcreps, Tbe voice | 
of wirdocn is heard with rcgurd ; the oiperiedcC 
of the aged is relpeSed by ihc young i BHd ibeT*j 
are rendy lu enUft under the ba'nners of thechtt 
wbofp proweft has entitled him to difli^i&ion, 
whole military addrefs has iofpired them witli 
ConBdeace, 
fn tivffty tribe, therefore, the power of a fiti- 
gteeitief, or of ihc coUeaincboAf ot Mfvt^Wtn 
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-preraila ; and as the goTcrnmcnt inclines more lo 
ihe one or the other, it ra&y be regnnled as rno- 
narchicsl or srittocraiicfil; but t'oujided on inkois 
alone. Where war is the trcqiicni pwfl, the pow- 
er of the chief i» predominant, bccaule ihenecef- 
'£ty of having a leader was the origin of bis fupC' 
riorlty ; and iliccDniinual exigencies of (he ftate 
will contintie to fopport and enhance the right 
lo command. The fewer of the chieftain, how- 
ever, is ratber kept up by perfuafive arts, than 
coercire rellrajnts; he is reverenced ss a father 
rather than dreaded as a monarch. HemaiDtaios 
no guards, be «Jtninand» no prifone, be appoints 
no officers of juftice ; 3ndonca6tof uajuft vio~ 
lence pr arbitrary {way uvquld hurl hinj frOtn his 
ran fc and his power, 

in the other form of govemmcrtt, the power 
cf the elders is eqUiilly limited and ex«cifed for 
■fimilar ends. In fontc tribes, indeed, there isa 
< kind oi bt teditary ariltocracy, which having gain- 
ed influence by time, has pro port ionable efieds. 
'But this fource of power, fo ufeful in nations that 
' are civilized, by which we annex to i he defceod- 
' ant the merit of tlie aticcflor, is too refined an 
idea to be verycflmmon among the natives of 
America. In mofl focieties, therefore, age alone 
is fiifiicient: to create rcfpe£t-f influcDce, and au- 
' ihority. It is age which teaches experience, and 
experience is the only fource of knowledge, 
'among a people untutored inarcwhitdi antici- 
pates years, 

Bnfinefs is here IraniaAed with a fimplicity 
which realizes the defcriptfons of early ages. 
The heads of families aOemble on a fpot appoint- 
ed foT the purpofc : and here thofe oC tht f4<-\sw». 
vphoaca mofl diflincmOnei ias si\QW4W.»;ft «^ "^'^^ 
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dom. have an opportunity of difplaying their 
taLtintsin the public difcuflinn. The Indian ora- 
tor, dower/, figurative, &roug, but uoreiined in 
bts exprellion, accompanicB his words with cor- 
rerponding gelUtres. When the bulinefs is dis- 
patched, they appoint a ioati on tfaeoccafion, and 
almoft the whole natign partakes pf what ftorei 
tbey potl'efs. Every feaft is enlivened with a fong, 
ID which the real ox fabulous c^plails of lEteir 
heroes sre recorded. They have dances tciq, par- 
taking of tbc military chara^er, and thefe nw 
the cOiiHactt accompaniment of a feafl. Same- 
times, in their wide excurlidDi aftct pfey, twa 
different nations meet. If ao anim&fity fobfifts 
betwKfi theon, they behave to each other \o the 
moft friendly and roarteous ftyle. Eut if ihe^ 
happen to be in a ftaCe of hoflilily, which is loo 
often the cafe; or if there has been no previoui 
iatercoutfe between them^ for all who are roe 
friends are deemed enemies, tBey diipiay the moA 
favagefuryin inli-ant fight. 

War and hunting are the only occupations of 
the men. As to every dome^ic concern, even 
agricallure, where it Es attended to, falls to I ha 
province of the women. Among a people where 
there ts fo Little property, it might be iuppofed 
wars would be rare. This unfortunatf^ly i^ not 
the cafe. A very fimple caufe will fometiroes 
^ive tife to boCtilities. An accidental reDcnan- 
tre or interference, a delire lo revenge fume loft 
friend, or to miike prifoiierB to aflidin hunting, 
19 a fuflicient eKcufe for proceeding to extrcini- 
tJMr Their wars ate cither undertaken by pri- 
vate adventurers, or at (he inflancc of the whole 
comaiaaity. Jp the latter csfe, all the yoLiths, 
vho 3re di/pfffed to go to baU\c, iot t^'i "'a^ ■>* 




compelledj give the chief a bit of wood, as a 
pledge that they will tland by hrm. Kotiiing is 
undenalEcn or tranr^^leii without many l^brma 
and cerenioniea. Thel'e are deemed l»'cred and 
eflenual, and are regarded as binding when once 
pafTed. 

The deflined leader fafls for feveral days, dur- 
ing which be is feqiieftered from company, and 
indulgeii in the vifionary belief of dreams, 
-which the heated imagination ts apt to produce 
correl'ponden t lo the wiJb excited. A mricly 
of other fuperftitions are prafi^ifcd. One of the 
motl terrible we Oiall particularize : It ig feLtiog 
the war-kcttle oD the ktc, as a fymbol of tlie 
dcflcudioti that awaits their foes. Among fonac 
nations it is certain chat this fymbol had A precife 
Tneaning. They Equally devodrcd thofe whom 
ihey took prifoners; and now, when this inhu- 
man practice is by no means very frequcntj they 
preferrc the emblem to ronfe their indignant 
paffions. Then they difpatch a porcelain^ or 
large (Letl, to their slties, inviting them to unite 
and drink the blood of their enemies. The fame 
love, the fame refentment animate friends: no 
cold medium is known, FriendihJp add enmity 
are here carried to the highett pilch. This is 
what may naiuraEly be expE^ed from their pecu- 
liar circunsflances : the niore that principle, 
which is the fpring of fecial affefitiotis, is reflrain- 
ed, ihe more violently it operates. The Ameri- 
cans, Uving in fmall louieties, leeing few oh]<i&s, 
and knowing few perfuna, become etithuGadi- 
cally attached to thcrfe objsAs and perfoti!;, and 
arcmifcrabfe when they feel a deprivation. Too 
confiaed in their ideas, their bfea^^ ^■^twta.'ij^- 
■expanding to eeneraV bcnei'i'tvitt;-, ^^ 
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oidindry tiumaDity is tboaght a U'eaknefs. Bat 
while this renders Itiem cruel and favAge Co Ibeix 
enemiest it ddds a )n{^^v force to the'u partial 
friendiliipsortheir particular confederates. With- 
out carrying this rt^fleflion along in the mind, it 
■wonld be impoffible to account for many of iheir 
a&loas. 

Having ficiiQied tbe previous ceremonies of 
war, tliey black their faces with charcoat> joter- 
miKed wiih flreaks of red, which gives ibem 
z [Doi^ ferocious and horrid appearartce. They 
then exchange their deaths with their friend^ 
and difpofe of whatever articles they value moft 
amuag the women, who accompany them to a 
diilance, to receive ihofe pledged of iove, iheuiii 
their feparalion be cLernaU 

War being camnitnced, the grand qualitiaa 
are vigilance to prevent farprlfe, andatteotion 
to give one : and in thcfe rcfpe^is the Indians 
are rGperlar (o all other nations. Acctif^omedio 
a wandering life, their peicepttons fliarpened by 
keen necelUty, and in every rel'peft i'oHowiag 
nature, theic es-teroa] fenfes have acquired a de- 
gree of acutenefs which is almoft incredible. 
They can trace out their enemies «t an in^mente 
diftanccbythcfmellof thtlrfirc»,andbyibetrack» 
cf their feet, irDpcrccptiblc to an Kuropean cyej 
but which they C2n count and diliicgiiLlh with tha 
UtiBod precilion. They csn even dll'criminaie the 
different nations with which they ai* acquainted, 
and can determine the cx^aft titic when xha^ 
pafled, where no European, with the allillaQce 
of glaffcs, could diftinguiih a trace. Thefe advan- 
tages, howcwcr, arc of fmal! itOportancc, becauiQ 
fbeir edtmics do leli polTcfs them. When the; 
jv oatf thcKieatf they avoid n%1tin^\xOe of 
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thing by which they mighi hizard a difcnvery, 
Thejf refrain from the ufe of firts ; they lie clofe 
10 iLe ground by dny, and travel only by night; 
and advancing in files, lie who clofe^ tlie rt^ar, 
cmers wilh leaves ihe veCliges that are left. 
"When ihcy hale for refrclbment, fcouts are lent 
o«t to rfWJJTioitre every Ipoi where an enemy cat* 
be concealcJ, In this maDtier, tliey enter ima' 
waies ihe tErritorieg of their fuesj and while ihfl 
flov-cr of the men are perhaps abroa^J in huniing, 
maffacte all the woraeQ, children, and sged per' 
fonf, or make prifoaers of as many 3b they can 
carry off or employ. i 

But ftiould the enemy be apprized of their de- 
Cgn, and ad\=ance lo ihe combat in arras, they 
throw tliemfelveB fiat on ihe ground among Iha 
witiiereJ herbs and leaves; and (hrtEngall at oocfl 
from iheir ambulh, with a tremrndoos IhoDl, Bf-* 
fail their foes. The party attacked returns the 
fame cry. Where trees can be ufed ss a ftielier; 
each retires bebictd one, till prepared (o repeat thd 
blow; and thus {foes the battle continue till one 
party la (o far weakened, as to be inc:ip3bleof 
tarllier refiflance. But fliuuld (Tie force ot> b(;tb 
fide* remain nearly the JamF, Ihe fierce fpirtii 
of the favages, inflamed by the Jofs of IhHr 
friends, Can no longer fiibmit to regular attpclt ' 
or ordinary precautions. They abandon ihe dis- 
tant war; ih?y rufti on eacb oiher with clwbs 
and hatchets, magnifying their own cowrjige, and 
infuliing the foe wilh the moft biiter inveflivej. 
Death now appears in a ihotifand hidaogn fprnjs, 
Heedlels of gny thing but reVpnge, they Iranlple 
on the wounttedi Ihey inlwlt ev*n lEic dead) llK-y 
fcaip 1 they wallow in blopd i apd eu^xv 4e-(oMS 

the ScSh with a mad feroc'ity. 7£.\a ftatat 11%' 
U2 
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on till refinance dies away, The prifnners are 
ilien fccured. Unhafipy men I ihe ('ate of their 
flaughtered compaiiLOOJi was mild to tiierrs. The 
coni|uerors. as thfiy approach thcLr own village^ 
lt;t up a hideous howl, to bewail \he (rieadm 
they hive loft; ihcy ^ipproach in » tnelanchol^ 
and llern gloom. A meirenger precede* ibem : 
and the women, with frightful Oiriebs, ^ome out 
10 motirii thpii' i>[ivate lofTes, When they reach 
their ahodcE, tl]« chief in s low tone r^-lates to 
the ciders a circiimfliintia] accqunt of 1 he expe- 
dition, with all its turns- The ocator (hen pro- 
clflims this intelligence to the people ; and ne he 
feCounts the pacne^ of thofe who have fallen, th^ 
cries of the femalejincreale, I'he men too join 
in the qxpreflion of forrow, according as cuch ia 
(;on(iet"tsd with the dcceafcd by the ties of blood 
Of frienclfliip. The laft cefemopy is the proela- 
mali-on of victory, Ejct icdividual thon endca- 
your* k) ffjrget his private mis fort une>i| ?>nd joins 
iu celebrate the triumphs of his Iribe. The 
^rieksafefofpended, ihe teats wiped away; and, 
fcy a wonderful tranficion, they paf^ from ihe 
biltcrnef* of grief to tiie extravagance of exulla- 
lion. But the treatment of the prifonErs yet r&- 
(naifls to be detailed; it is th^it whicla chiefly 
charaf^^rizes the favages; it is that which (hocks 
the civilized, and flipws the advantages of txfioe- 
cient. 

It has been already obfersred, that atnoDg lh«5 
Indians, gen^rnl philantiiropy is a principle un- 
fell. Intenfe in their afTcQlons for their friends, 
they appear infenl5!jle that iheir enemifts can be 
mo inhutnarily lormented. The fecliiigt of na- 
tuj-e are I0&. ia tlieir tage ; and fiom tlip indivi^ 




Aoil vhp has trrjliTcd. the fame rcfcntiliCDf is ex'- 
^tendfd 1o all hrs tribe. 
' " Thc-prifoflcrs,aaualed by lliefatiicpririeEplc-*, 
Tttiow what awaita lEit-m, and prepare for the 
event. The petl^ti who has talfen the captirt: 
altciid!; him to the coiijige^ when, according to 
tJie dirtrlbulion msdc by tlie elders, he 15 to be 
-delivefed np (o lupply the lofs of a member of 
their cotiinumitj-. If lhf>fc wbd receive hitn 
think his fervices will be ufeful to (Lcin, he fs 
ifiKKtdiateljr adopted inio the family, and he- 
'comes One cyf in riuitiber in every refpefl. But 
if titey haveotJOteaHcm to augment Ui'clr foclety, 
or if refenlmeat for the lofs of their frienda Hi' 
mtilates rhcmiol'eek revenge on all who wereac- 
ceflary to it, the fenlcnbe is inevitable dt^tb. '' 
In (Ills cafe-, all who have received the famfa 
"fevere doom'are collefted t and the whole nation 
Is sflembkdj asif to celebrate fome difiiugoiihed 
fettival. A Trnffald is erefled, where the pri- 
■fonecs, h'ewg tied tt> the flake, comTnence ihe 
ticalh fong, and prepare fpr their approaching 
■ftte wilh UTidiiunied mind. Their iingeneroos 
and iavage enemies, on the other hand, are de- 
fermiaed to put their courage to the proof, by 
the moft exquifite lorturts. 7hey begin the 
yrork of death at the extremtlles of Ihe body, 
and gradually approach the vitala. One plucts 
ioat ihe naiU of the captive by a ilow procefs, 
another tears off the Selh of a Gfiger wilh his 
teeth, and a third thniHs the lacerated member 
into the bowl of a red-hot pipe, which he fmoJtea 
like tobacco. They then pound the toes and fin- 
gers to piecen between [tones: they ftrip thefiefli 
with (heir teeth, and trace' c\tde.s ■a\)'^\i*»- "^^^^ 
jolois, and gaihes in the material ^'Kti,-w'^^' 
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they icnmed lately fear wtlh red-hot ITOM, cut- 
ting, burning, and pinching alternately. The 
fIcAl, Ibus mfingled and rnafled, is foinetiDie& de- 
voured with greedinefsj morfcl by tnorfel, while 
the blood ferves to fmear iheir faeeSj and to gise 
th6 tomicntora a look as Infernal as their hearts. 

Having torn off the ficfli, they iwift the bare 
rerves and tendons about an iron, tearing and 
Tuapping them; while others are eiujiloyed ia 
ftretching the Vicahi every way that ingenuity 
can devife, to increafe the torment. Tbisprocefe 
cotitinues for five or fix hours togeiher } and fuch 
is the ilrength and fortitjdoof favageSj (hatiCbas 
lometimeft been extended todays. 

To prutra^t the work of death, they fometlmai 
uabind the captive, to give a rcfpite to iheir fu- 
ry, and to invent new indlfticas. He is again 
fallened Lo the rtake, and again they renew their 
•cruelty. Even amid ibe temporary refpite they 
ibtnetimes give him, it has been koown that a 
profound llee^ has overtaken ilie vi^ioif and that 
tlie applicatian of £re was necelfary ta awake 
Ifim. He is ddw lluck oyer with matches of 
.WOQd, eaiily kindEed. but II9W iu coufuming : 
they pierce ttie body in every pait with rccdsi 
Ihey pull QHt the teeth, Ihty fcoop out the eyesj 
and laflly, baviog mangled the fr.ime irj fucUa 
manner that it. \s Qaly «□<;, ccntinued wovind, 
having miitiJatcd Ibe face Co Ai.io leave DOtfaing 
tyroan ii; it, and carried .barbarity to its r. 
Malted pitch, tliey aggin unbind the «''CI 
JJow blind, fauttering, falling, affAlIer' " ' 
and clubs, and paflTiVe of ,,the wprH 
t|hiefs, perhaps, wearied ofctaeltyfctiii^j- . 
.tfBted wjih revenge^ gives him a coup-dc 
with e dagger ot a club, 'til^:boi^,»^i*^» 



niitted totbe kettle, and a kirb^tous feaA U Ihe 
winding ap of this difmal tragedy^ 

In muft couniries ttic female charafter is diT- 
tingutflicd for a fuperior degree of foftnefs and 
huraanity-j here the women, if poflible^ outdo tlie 
men in this Iceiie of horror, while llie principal 
perfons of the country form a circle round the 
Ibke, and fmoke on wiLbout emotion. But 
what will moft farprife is, tliac the fafferer him- 
felf> in the intervals of his torments, I'mokes too, 
and converfes with injiffetence. Indeed, feldom 
does a groan efciipe Lira, ainidft the mod aggra;- 
vated I'ufferinga. He endures them a[l with a 
forLiiiide and a canHancy more than human. He 
poCfeflfes his mind unmoved; not a dinortion of 
face betrays the anguidi lie endures, He re- 
countii Ins exploits; he boails wtiat cruelties h« 
has inSified en tteir countrymen, and menaces 
them with the revenge that will attend his death. 
Though es-afperatcd to msdncfs by h\s re- 
prosches, he continue^ his inl'uUB, upbraids ihem 
with their ignorance in the fclence of lorment- 
102 ; and points Out mote efficacious dneanS". 
Kven'lRe women poflcfs the fame degree of refo- 
Jution arid (ortiire; to fuffer without emotion U 
the pride, the glory of an Indian. Such is the 
force of inbred habits, and a ferocious thirA'df 
fame; . ' ' ' 

We' have dwelt the larger on thefe circtim* 
fiances of tcuehy, tecaufe they iHuflrale a piili- 
tiQU we wifli to enforce, ' Degrading as fucn re- 
citals. are to humaw hainre^ they IhouM not'tfi'^ 
heard in yii'ia. Such aa inconceivable degree of 
barbarity, paiTions c^rriftd to fuch a pitch, Ifacw 
wbatDiati is without the refinements of focifltv v 
incl Piore ihe .value o£ a coniuet. ■\a^\isaiKR^ ]e|j 




1^5 i>E!C?.IPtlON oV tHe 

'thediflMesofChriftianity- This amiiblft, tfeli 
luravpcily rdigion teaches compallion to our very 
ttipmie's, which is neilhcr ret:oniiijent!cd or prac7 
tiled, irt' cilh&r inflilCtfocis. Bui tliongh (he im- 
preiTions of a pure relfgion will Ije altt';iys mctl 1 
deeply felt, and thcrefcre tlie m'oft, pcrmaiicnt, 
we are cot 3 liiiie ilideM^d X(>\hc ligljvof litera- 
ture, tQ ibe tntercourfe of conimerce. SdiI fothe 
arts of civilizRltoti] (ot ibatpre-emiht'fnfe ovtfr 
ravage life which iL is out felicity to jioffcls, By 
Ihofe advantages, combined with revriaiion, ih* 
Jijpg is tafcco from oijr patiiral viCcs, and tte flf' 
roclty of our Lempprs is Jubdpcd. 

The hipcry pf huinati uature does Hot f^tnlfli 
a ffroiigcr contraft Iban this cruelly of ttlfe fi- 
Vages towards ihofc with irhoiji tliey flte at wat^ 
ami the wactnthofllielrafl-eftion to tiieit friertcisi 
and Ihefe, in aneile;HJedlerire,coiifift ofall thofe 
vho form the fame fpciely, or arc jqini^d jn"dll]- 
Bnce with it. Tfielr indiftiiif^ Doti<lnsf>f priv&tft 
propprty may partially account lor ihJs^ bilt 
wore is to be afcribpd to th'" force of genuiric 
■ilttachmctit. It is not onEy with their propeny 
thai they are ready to fervc their friend* j their 
lisea, their honour, are devoted! to ilte fame tnA ; 
their hnufes, their provifionSfivi^n iheif young wo- 
faen, are freely confefrtd on thnir gu^fli^ Hm' ft 
IriendbppuunluccefBfLilin hunting! has hishSrteft 
railed? ijas l\h hut been dfftroyed by tempefl or 
fire? He /eels no other effeft of an calam'iif 
lan as it gives him an opportuiiily inexperience 
e benevolence and regard ofiiis fbllowcilizena. 
But to the enemies ot his natloii^ or to bis pri- 
te ofTdiidt^r, the Ainerican is implacable. He 
•ncaah hh fcntimenta, and he broods over 
whenever the Wow can be fttucV. wi.lh 
tit ai liB« " iuSicktv*. t,o 
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«llay Ilia refentmciiL j no diflance of place to pra- 
ted tlie objeft or" his fur;?. He. crolTes moun- 
tains, he pierces tarells, he traverfes bogs anil dc- 
ferts 1 bearing ihe inclemtincy of llie lealbii, the 
fatigue.ot' the eKpedttion, and tEia i^tremcs of 
huu^erand thlrliwLth patit;nc cheerfulncfs, in 
hopes of i'arprlliiig his enenD/j aiid of executing 
his horrid revenge. Such aje the exircnie^ oi 
/riendlllp aad enmity arnoJlg favages j and all 
iXtang but unculuvaied miods feel th« fame ge- 
neral hiss. 

£ut what we have hitherto faid of the lirengtb 
uf their frlcndQiip convey.'; but a faini idea o( the 
full extent 10 which they carry this lovely virtue. 
It is not only the living, but the dead who are 
the obj«£ts of attachment aud regard. When 
?ny member of the fociety is cLit otf, be is la- 
inenled by the whole with a^tt'oufa-ud dernonftra- 
tioos of gpnaine forfoW. Qne of ihe moft re- 
markiable ceremonies ufcd oo this melancholy tic- 
cafion, aud which difcover* both the inCeiifttiprs 
and the continuance of their gtief, is what tliey 
denominate tlie fea£k of fools. This day of aw- 
ful form is appointed by public order ; and ci 
care is neglefted lo render the celebrstioa ttiag- 
niticcnily foltmn. The tieigUticjufitig tribe* are 
invited to join in the folenantty. Ur this ncca- 
iion, all who have died lince the btt commemo- 
mion (.which is renewed every eight or ten years) 
are dilinterrcd. and brought to the general ren- 
dezvous of corruption* 

it is impoHible m dcfcrioe the horror of thii 
fcepe in oiore lively terrua tliaii thofe wJiich Lafi- 
tau has ufed. Uurjueflionably, fays he, the open- 
ing of thefe tombs diCpIaysone of thcmoft rtrik- 
iag Jcenes ttat vaa be contimeA j vXvv^V-i^sWv.*^^ 
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portrait of hi/tnan niirery, in fo many imaged 
death, wheiein (he fecmstolake a pleafure 
paint herfclf in a ihoarand various ihapcsof bor- 
ror, according to the degree in which coTroption 
has prevailfd ower i!)cm, or tbc manner in whicH 
it hjjt attacked them. Some appear dry artd 
withered i others have a fort of parchment on 
Ihdr boDcs; fome look as if they were baked SCni 
ftnoaked, wiihotit any sppfaracice oi pntridlcy; 
fonie are jufl verging tothepointof pvjfrefaftiop ; 
while others arc iVarming with worms, and i 
HiftTs of coiruptipo. 1 know not wlitch ought to 
iirike us moll -, lhe horror of fuch a fliocklntf 
fight, or the tender pity and afftQion of llieft 
pnof people towai'ds ihrir departed frieiidi. F^f 
nothing delervea our admiration mofc, iban thit 
eagrr z^al and attention with *Iiicb ihsy d\C- 
charge this mHa net aly duty of thdrrelpfA ; ga- 
thering up carftfully even the (ninutrft boDes, 
handling ibc carCafes, difguflful as they are *ith 
every thirty loaihroirle, cltanflng ibeta fforfi thft 
worni!, and carrying them on their Ihoulder* 
tbrough lirefome jourueys of feveTal dayi, wilh^ 
out finking under tlieii burden^ or the offen- 
fiveneli of the fmell, and without fuffering aiiy 
eraoiions to intrude, but ihofr of rrgret for haw 
]ng IoH perfoaafo dear to them in lifGj Co lameut* 
ed in death. 

Having broughl the remains into their cot- 
tages, iliey pff pare, n Ccaft in houourof the dead} 
during which (Lfir heroic aftitjnsare celeliraLed, 
and ail rhe tender intercoorfes ihat took place 
bfiween them and iheir furi^Wing friends arepi- 
oufly ciilJed to micd. Even the Jlrartgers, who 
fiiinftimcff 31 tend from very femote iribes, join rn 
the teadet caedQleaiXli and. iWe ■natural tiwieln 
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of the females proTc, that litey are pcnrtraTed 
with the iliarpeft forrow, The dead are then 
carried out to be re-interred. A large pii js dug 
iti th(; ground i and Ihiiher, sL a certain time^ 
each perfuQ, atleoded by bis facility »nd friends, 
marches m rolemn filencc, bearing tlieduR of a 
near and tender rclaliflo. When ihey are alt 
conreoed, ihe dead bodies are depotited in the 
pit logethec wJib what valuables ihey mull ef- 
teemed, and even ibe prefcnts of flrGDgers; and 
then the (grrent of grief breaks out afreflj, Af- 
ter this they defcend into the pit j and each fup- 
plies bimfelf uith a Jittlecf ihq ?arih, which is 
preferved wilh religious care. The bodice, rang- 
ed in qrder, are covered with frefh furs, and ovec 
Ihefe witti bark, on which they heap wood, esrth, 
.tnd ftones. Then taking a lafi adieD, ihey re- 
turn ta their horaies. 

We have juft obferved, that (he FnilJana €>ffer 
, futleral prclcnts lo ihe dead of whatever they 
■valut moll highly. This univerral cuftom among ^ 
then:), and vrhlcti is dincmin^ied over various 
parts of (he world, where there exifts no common 
origin nor even accidetual comini.inic3lion, srifea 
from a rude notion of the immorralHy of" ths. 
foul. This ciodrine is firmly believed among 
the Ainericans ; and is the balis of all their reli- 
gion. When the foul is leparated from th» 
body, they conceive that it fliil continues to 
hover round it, Rnd to require, and take delight 
io the fame things as were formerly beloved, 
After a certain period, however, they fuppofe 
that it forfakes this dreary Rate, and wings itf 
"ightfarweflward into the land of rpirits. They 

■ve even made difcrimination, in their creed, v 
other wprld i fome, £ut\cuV%tV^ «m\^' 
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warriofa, Ihc^ imagine pDlliirs a high degree ofi^ 
felicity in anolhcr life ; enjoy a ftstioti for hunt- 
ing and tithing wbkh never fails ; and ctilcr 
into the fruilion of every fenlual deligfar without 
the labour of purfwit. The fouls of ttofe, on 
ihecontraryi who have afled daflardly or been 
unfortunate in vear, they fet dowa as extremely 
tiiiCetahle. 

Thus the fiudy of -war, which forms the priri-J 
cipal ingiedieni in their charaAer, deeply tine- 1 
tures ihelr religion alfo ; Arelkoui, or the God o£J 
Battle, is ihefupTt^me deity of t lie liidians. Him^ 
they invoke before ibey take the field t and ac-i 
cording as ihey fancy, he is more or left propi-.| 
lious to their entreaties, they conclude their en- 
lerprlfes will be more cr lefs faccefsful. Some 
nationE p:iy adoratioD to ibe fun and moon; 
among uliicra are many traditions relative to Ibe 
creation of (be world, and their peculiar Ibeo- 
gony. In point of inconfiflency and abfurdity, 
thefe traditions outdo the Greciaa Tables. But 
religion i» not the prevailing character of thii 
people; and except when (bey think ihey have 
immediate oCcalion for the favour of the godf. 
they pay ihem do kind of hotoage. Lite alt 
rndc nations, bowever, theya« ftrongly addict- 
ed to fuperliition. They believe in thee^iflcBCC 
of a nuniber of good and bad fpirits, or genii, 
who control the arialrs of men, and have the dif- 
tribution of bappiueffr or niifery. It is from the 
evil ;enii. In particLilar, that ihelr maladies are: 
(uppafed to proceed -, and from the good, that 
Ihey expert a cure. The minilten of the genii 
are the jugglecB, who are alfo the only phyli- 
cians swong the Araencans. Thele they ima- 
g/ae io be iiiJ)iire*l by lUc g^ooi ^wu, moft. «h».- 



lliQnIyiD thctrdraams, with th^gift of ptefcieRM^ 
and Hre Iberefore called in lo tlie sdiftjiicc cf 
the lick, whofc faie they are jmlged capable <i 
prcditttng, by the intervcnlioo of ihclr familiar 
fpiriCs. But ihoie invilible agents are estfemely 
fimple in fheir fyftcm o/ phyfic; ibey direct ihe 
jugglerB 10 irest all difeafts nearly in a liinilar 
maimer; and, perhapt, tb? fimpUcily of medieal 
prefcriptiona is itie beft fecarity of' the patient, 
even whcFc man have gained all polTible know- 
ledgfi in the healing art. The lick. Indian is ge- 
nerally incloled Jn a narrow ca.biD, mi the midSt 
of -which is a (tone red hot; on thia tliey pour 
water till tie is well foaked with the v/atni fluid 
and his awn perlpiratlon. Then they hurry bim 
tVom the bagnio, and plunge Iiim (addcnly into 
the oearelt tiyei. Tills co^irre mode of trent- 
raent pTforras luaay extricriiiiiHry curesj while 
it likewife hurries numbers to ihe grave. The 
jugglers havealfo the ufe of iorae noHmms of 
wonderful efficacy; and almcill every favagf; ia 
dexterous in the cure of wounds- But the aida 
qt ni3gic are always called in, to gtVe ponder to 
the application of" remedies. 

Though religion is Hot a very prevailing fenli- 
meitt among tlie r^vages^ religions itnpotlors arc 
as nu^eroui here as in any coUDtry -, and lonte 
of thecn sA ihclr part wilh moch dexterity and 
fucfel>. T-hefe, when their charadler Is once 
cllu bi illied on the popular belief of their fuper- 
natural powers, not only prel'crihe laws and ob- 
IcrvaticM, but even undertake to unfold the 
myfteripg of futurityj atid tu folve and interpret 
vilions and dreams. They, in general, rtprefcnt 
the other world as a place abounding xUU «\ 
jijexhau/fible plenty of eveiv V^ivn-^ 4is^i^'«^ 
^Vi. I. R 
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and that tbe full and exquil3te gratification «f 
all the fcDfu (hall be the regard of the conduA 
Ihcy prcfcribe. Heoce the Indians meet death 
■with a ftoical apathy. The news, thai they haye 
"but a fe# hours to live, communicates no alana,. 
Aft jftoerican, on the brink of eternity, ha- 
rang^ucB his family and friendi wifh fpirit an^ 
compofure; and gives his dj'ing advice with the 
iaraccollefted roind^ as if he wete direding jn 
daily occupationG. 

It wil] immediately he recognifed, that the 
preceding remarks apply chiefly to the Norih 
American Indians. In our account of the con- 
C|ueAs of Mexico and Peru it appeared, that the 
original inhabitaota of South Ameriira were very 
different. Such of the InbabitantK of the new 
world as firft fell under the obfervalion of Euro^ 
lieans, differed efientiall^ frona thole we have 
juft defcribedj and from the generality of people 
in the ancient hemifphere. They diAcred in 
features and complexion ; they were not onty 
■verfe to toilj but apparently incapable of endnr- 
log il; and when forcibly roufed from their na- 
tive indolence, and compelled to work, they funk 
under talks which the idliabitants Qf the old 
world would have executed wJih cafe. This 
imbecility of cont^ttution fecnicd endemi^l ia 
Bouib Acpcrica- Ttie Spaniards were alfo tlruLlt 
with the moderation of their appetites for food. 
Theconftitutioaal temperance of the natives far 
C!tceeded the nioft rigid abDincncc of morlifed 
btTnaits i while, on the oth£r hand, tbf KppeLit^s 
ttf the Sfianiardi appeared to them itifiaFiably vo- 
jciou»i and tEiey affirmed^ that one Eiiropcan 
•i-cNjJd raofiime tea lime* 3» much as ihey did. ' 
V/ thoagk tJjcir dcmaods vart Id xii«i4«ai.tt 
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their agricultarc was fcarccly equal to their own 
conrtiniption. Many of the Sooth American 
natives confined tbeir induftry to the rearing of 
a (tvii plantSj which a genial foil and warm cli- 
mate nurtured without mucb care. 

In ihort, the inhabitants of South America, 
compared withthoTe of the Norths are generally 
more feeble in their framesj aod lefii vigorous in 
ihetr Qiental efforts. Their fpirit is more mild 
and gentle i hut they aic enervated by indolence 
and 3 love of pleafare, and timid and irrefolutc 
in all their pnrfLilts. ■ 

In South America, the natives had made Come ■ 
progrcfs in refinecnent : in N'orth America, nei- 
ther the foil nor the climate was favourable for 
luxurious induigencies ; andj therefore^ the cha- 
radter of the natives is more ftiOQgly marked, 
and poiTelTes more energy. If, however, wb 
proceed to the countries bordering on Cape 
Horn, we thall find the facne hardy race as in 
the forefls of the north. Climate has more in- 
fiuecice on human nature than fome are willing 
to allowj and though the virtues of the foul 
may exili in any, the energy both of the body 
and the miod will vary with extremes. Under 
the pole and the liue they are either cramped by 
cold or enervated by heat; in the temperato^ 
ztincs, throughout the known world, man has al- 
ways made the greateft progrefs towards pcifec- 
tion ; where neither peculiar inflitutions nor 
modes of edtjcatlon hare tended to cramp or dc- 
bafei the natural facullleu with which he was 
born. 
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EST VOYAGE 

OP 

VASQUEZ DE GAM J, 

TO THE 

EAST INDIES. 

W)T» A PftELIMtNARY DISSERTATSOU OH THE tM. 
TECEDEHT DISCOVERIKS OF THE PORTUGUESE. 



THOUGH the polarity of the magnet had 
been difcoverd abom 1300, it was not ap- 
plied to the parpofcg of navigation till I405, 
wben iht Portuguefe feem to have converted 
what was before an objeft of ctiriofity otijy, into 
an engine the tnoft powerful and the moft ufeful 
in the hiftory of human inventions^ 

PoffefTcd of lach a difcovery, favourably (itn- 
Bted above all other nations for marittmc adven- 
tures, and being animated with thefpirit of en- 
terprife, it ia not to be wondered at, that the 
Portuguefe early gained celebrity for expeditiora 
by fea, which at laft roufed other nations to fol- 
low the fame careen 

It was, however, to the zeal ard magnanimity 
of the Infant, Don Henry, the fifth fon of King 
John, that this nation (Sands indebted fcr all the 
glory they have acquired by their dilooveries and 
oonquefls in the oriental regions : and what ia- 
creaf» our admiration »b, \.nal a\. vV\\s "■^vi^'^'O'V 
3 hag, a dangerous ci?v\ wm Wi >jmx. V^^ ^^**^ 



cnmpofed. Tiic power of the king, too, was far 
irom bfitig greai; his' fiiiRiicci Were exlremrly 
low, aoJ liis country lb indifierenlly peopled, 
that he was obliged to Jiave recourfe i-^ oilier 
i;3[ionii, for men lo rccniit hii armies, and to 
make up rhe complement at' bis fleets. Nor 
were Uiele yonfiderabkj when compLtret! with 
the natives employed by the k'ln^ ol' Sfiain and 
the republics vf lta\y. Yet under i^ll ilieTe dtf- 
advaniiigcsj the fpirit of trade and navigation 
not only fprang up, bnt grew and pnifpnreilj 
and this Coo while many of the flalefinen wrre 
averfe to fuch underi.3liirga; w sighing rutber the 
certain expence, rhan tlie probable gain. But 
the zeal of ihc clergy ovprcamp the oppoliiioii of 
tbc nobiLttyj ihey ^'eire iiifpired ^vjth a zeal for 
propagfttiiig the Cbriftian idigiop in otw coun- 
tries, and they promoted their difcovery to the : 
utmoft. 

By 'bjlaacing the {towers of tbe Fortugiiere 
with tl>e conquell^ Hiey. made in the c^ft, we 
ihat! be led (o entertain a very high opinion of 
their cKErtionsi, and of the heiuficial conTe- 
quenccs which refuUed fioiii tiieir fuccefsful 
difcoveiies. 

Don Henry, the patron of enttrprife, was 4 
priDtc endowed with ^U the ^tiM qualities 
■which diflinguifh heroes frotri nrdtn^iy tneu. 
He h?.d manifel^ed his crnrage, in his yonih> in 
hia wars agpinft the Mooi-Sj but his mind wai 
■co noble to value himfdi on the atU of dcilruc^ 
tior, however fplendid. HciwilLpd toprofecute 
only fuch defigns as might be bcnetiml to ihe 
liuman race. 
Aniruattd with this rcfclviUOQ, he made him- 
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grant: wL'icli the king nf Cafllle had tnsde lo 
Siiitioi de Betbancoiirt. This g+?iilleiiian, for a 
valuable ccnlnderation, retigntd his rights inio 
the hniids of Prince Henry, about J>1>J^. fer- 
diiianJ iJo Callro, at tliat time. i;ia(lqr gf tJie 
prince's houfehold, was feiit to take inoITefficin of 
ihein, Having now gol tlie key lo llie coalt of 
Africa, he fnon btgan lo fit out lliips for difco- 
verv in that quartet-, and pianned iliL-nj with tho 
uioli able navigntors he conld procui'c, 

Tlif LLtiiiofl limits of the cnntinent of AFnia* 
towards the fouth-wctt, iil that lime known to 
the Portuguefe, wa"! Cii pc Ohatuiar, called alfo 
Cape Noil. It |troje£l?i frum the foot of RIfo\int 
Atlas. The velleld now feiit oiif proceededabouc 
two degrees farther to Cape Jiojadorej bui tliey 
liad not coui'agR to double it. In J-118, TriClsn 
Vaz dlfcovered the Ifle of Porto Snnto. The 
next yciir, tlie Poitiiguefe fell iu with )he valu- 
able iLl:itid of Made-ira, to u'hi^h they gave that 
naniGj from lis being ooveied wJiLi \vond. 

In IJ39, a Ptirtuguefe capiaUi doubled cape 
Eojadore, which fonie contidcr as the Cape Caiia- 
tca of Ptolemy. TEie next year tlicy veoiured 
yet farther to Cape Blancu ; and foon after dtf-. 
covered the ilio del Oroi with Icvcral illatids oa 
the: cos ft, 

Nono Triflan doubled Cape Vcrd in Ji^Qj 
aXiA two yeprs after, Gyiizalo Vallo failed to ihc 
illands known by tbe appellation ot the Azores. 
At ibat time they were uniohabiledj and were 
fettled by lbi» commander, who did not liOw- 
ever, vifit tliciflandsof FloieSiiod Corvft. TLcfc 
were afterwards occupied by fome Flemings* 

In 14-Ig. tlie Cape Verd iflariA^ -^tft Kv'iwyis.'s- 
ad under lie patirtjflMt oj DgR^Us.'^^^- "^^' 
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progrefs mad« by that prince gave great fatisftc 
lion to the foveretgn of Portugal, who, to re- 
ward his zeal, made him a grant of Madeira and 
Forto Santo. The InFaDl, bowever, judged it 
r!<jt)ifiie, according to the praftice of the times, 
' to obtain the fanfttoQ of the Holy Se«. To nego- 
tiate ifajs, he feot an ambaffador to Pope Martin V, 
The Holy Father, being well difpofed to beflow 
that wliich C0& him nothing, made a free graot ' 
to the crown of Portugal of aJl that fhould be 
difcovered in that djrcftion to thelntjies. Tbc 
Papal bull is dated in 1444, ani was afterwards 
coafintled by three of his fuccelTorB, which, 
however, gave rife to ferious difpCtes. 

Judging from the reverence then paid t^ the 
court of Rome, we muft confef§, that Princt 
Henry ftiowed much political fagacity in this 
iranfattion. For, by pretending that all coun- 
tries were to be difpofcd of at the will and plea- 
fureof Rome, he feciired his HoUnefs' confent 
to whatever he deraanded'j and he well knew 
that whatever was fanaionedby this grant, would 
infallibly he fupported by the thunder of the Va- 
tican. This great prince died in 1463 ; th« con- 
tinent of At'rica under his aufpices having beea 
difcovered from Cape Non to Cape Sierra LeonSf 
which laid the foundation of all the fubfequcQt 
acquiiilions. 

Id 1471, Pedro d'Efcovar difcovered thelfland 
of St. TEtomas and Prince's lAandj and foon af- 
ter Anno Bueno, now corruptly called AnooboD. 

, In 14S4, Don Cam, a PottuguefL:, failed to the 

coalt of Congo, and baring received information 

(hat a ChriAian prince reigned in Ethiopia, he 

mag^niSe^, bis power Co much on his vetutn, that 

•foAn II, yvho was ihca 00 the ChioaCi dit^atcUti 
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two truftf naeflengers Lo arccitaiii (he truth of 
wbat hi; h^d lieji:! concLTnlng this ChrillJaa 
prince, whoni he judged lo be Prsller John j and 
at tlie Jame time lo gain more faiisfaaor)' ac- 
CQunts of the liate ol ilie IiT^ies. The paCous 
■who were inllllfteJ willi tlii^ ciiarge were Pedro 
<3c Couillan and Alphonlb de Payva, wlio had 
ftrift orders lo toramit tt> writing wlintevcr'thcy 
tleeracd worthy ot" remark; but mure p^rlicwhr- 
ly, llie filmaljon of places, and Ujc ciavigalfcti of 
■the coaft of Ethiopia, by whicli iL wa» rightly 
conjeflured, a new roule niiglit be foUnd lo the 
Indies. Our travellers being perfttt niaflera of 
the Arabic tongue, [jfoceedtd to Alexandria and 
Cfllto, and from thence lo the port of Aden in 
Arabia, where they had an opponimity of con- 
verfing with tradrrs of all nationsjand many na^ 
tives of India. This enabied them lo accuma- 
Iflte 3 vaft quantily of ureful Information, whicIi 
tliey thought would be highly gralit'ying to iha 
king. Here they judged iL expcdieiii to fepa- 
ratc : the one to malic a tour of the Indies and 
Ihe oilier to proceed to thf: court of Ethiopia. 

Accordingly, Pedro de Covillan fet out (or [)ie 
Indiei^j and having made sn ena^t nrinp of tlic 
co^R^t crolTcd the lea lo Aftic^i and after hav- 
ing viiiied fome cf the principal purts in the 
Arabian Gulpb, arrived ax Sofala, fuUy convince 
ed, from many coucurriiig tellinionies, that a 
fliort and aaCy palfage might be ftiaiid to the 
eart> round the continent of Africa. Elated wilh 
ihefe fenliments, be made the belt of his way to 
Cairo, where (je hoped to rejoin his companion. 
But he haci th^ forrow to hear, that De I'ayva had 
been mardered ou the r(^ad lo Ethiopia. Fob 
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fome tioie he waa irrefoTute how be could beft 
fulGL tbe objects of his miflion j but aflcr ma- 
ture rcflefl'ioji, he dderroined to acquaint t" 
king by letter of ih.e difcovcrics he had made j 
sad then to purfae his route to Ethiopia. This 
refolQliOn ihowtd his zeal in the caufe in which 
he was engaged, and his ardent delire of fatisfy- 
ing Che prince he ferved. He began his fecond 
journey wjth the fame good fortune as he had 
executed the hrflj and w3s extremely Well re- 

, ceivcd by Alexander, Emperot of AbyflitlJa, who 
was much flattered by the profpeft of the friend- 
Aip of fuch a powerful prince as the King of 
Portugal I and promiied to dlfpatch the ambaffa- 
dofj with letters expreflive of that impreQlon. 
However, Alexander dying fuddenly, his fuccef- 
Jor not only treated Covillan viith coolnela, but 
with difrefpcfit and cruelty j refured him leave 
to return home, and detained him till it was con- 
cluded in Portugal, that fonae fatal accident bad 
befallen him. However^ he lived to recover his 
liberty. 

Whiie his Porlugnefe Majefty endeavoured to 
gain a due knowledge of the (late of the Indies 
by land, he was not inattenTive to the profeculioa 
of the fame objeft by fea. To facilitate this de- 
sign, he employed Bartholomew Diaz, one of hit 
couriier^, to proceed ftill farther along the coaft 
of Africa. This man, to great prudence and 
deep Ikill in navigation, united invincible con* 
rage; and in i486 he executed bis commillioa 
with equal conda6: and fuccefi. He carried out 
with him feveral negroes, who had long been in 
bis fervice : thefe be fet afhore at ditfereot 

jpJacesj well dreflcd and furniihed with forae 
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gaoAs, OTi purpofe to allure the natives by the 
ihow of kindnefsand generofity. 

After coafting 3long, farther than any naviga- 
tor had Lithcrto done, he arrived in view of a 
lofty cape, where meeting whli moft UDfavour- 
able weatherj and lofing his vifluaHing bark, hJs 
crew mutinied, on ttie pretext that florms and 
famine were too much to eacountcr 3t once. 
But the captain reprefcnted to therrij that the 
former could not be cfcaped by returning, and 
that the only means they had of preventing the 
latter, was to proceed till the^jiocjd reach forae 
place where refrefiiniedta wcfe to be had. He 
thus prevailed an. them to double ihe cape, and 
to fail fome diftance beyond it, where he ereaed 
A ftone crofs, as he had done wherever he touch- 
ed along the coaft> by way of taking polJeflioti in 
his mafler's name. Having obtained a fmall 
fupply of proviflona, he returned ; and had the 
good fortune lo fall in with his ftore flijp, in 
which, of nine men left when they parted, otiEy 
three furvlvedt and one of thefe died of joy at 
feeing the captain. 

After performing a voyage of fixteeri months 
«nd Teven dsys, aitd difcovering upwards of ona 
thuufand miles of the cosft bejrond the former 
limiis, he arrived at Lilbon in December 1487. 

Having given a full detail of his espediiion, 
be particularly inlified on the danger and diffi- 
cnlty he had f^und in doubling that t^upendous 
promoniory, which he named Cabo Tormentofo. 
or the Sloriny Cape. Em the king, froni the 
lights thrown on the fubjcft by Covillan'a letters, 
which had arrived fate, knew how to form a 
rigln judgment of the value of this dtfcQ^e.^'j. 
^'aud tbertlifca CAlisd k Cabu dd Lu.&i^a'&^^t^i-'ft'^''^ 



za, or the Caps of Good Hnpe*, 3 tiam<^ wliieli 
it bns ever rttaincd. The coincidence betweca 
tlic accounts of the irrigator and Ifie arabs lT:ic]ur 
Convinced tlie king^, that Iht palTage was now 
of>en ; ao<! Jhflt otic voyage more would com- 
pltte the difco\try of a direft paffage by fea 10 
the Indies. 

But while John rerolved this great defign in his 
miudjatid bufied httnlVh" in contriving the meana 
ot acconiplilhing it with honour to hjml'elf atid 
advanlagE to Iii^ country, the Eternal iLuler of 
all called hitn lo atiother ftate oJ* being. In his 
laft illnefs he nominated bis caufin, Don lima- 
nuel, whD had alfo married his fift^r, his heir and 
fiicceffor. 

When this prince afccDded the throne of Portu- 
gal he waa in the flower of his age, and polVeffecI ' 
thofe qiialiuee, in an eminent degree, which dig- 
nify a. king. He had an excellent capaciiyj much 
penetration, and a correal: judgment ; but, polfell'- 
ing an amiable diAidence of hk own abiliticG, 
and being well awaic, that the execution of bis 
prcdecelTor's projects would be attended with a 
iarge expence, he piivately declined enteiiog 
into (hcoi without confuUing his council. The 
flatcfmen being, however, pu( in pofTeiljon of 3II 
the information that had been collcttcd, citlier 
by the rcigtiing prince or his couliii King John, 
Were extremely divided in Itiejr Cpidiolis, Some 
prcficd him >o purfue ihe fleps of his ancellqrs, 
'and to contpletc with glory what they had beg uu 
with reputation ; while uthers vcJiemcDl-ly op- 
paCtd the prot'eealiun of this deligOj and un - 

* It 2i witl\ the linC'trcA fdli^fk-ftiofl ih* wriici r^Ui^ila, 
'Ji't rf!!f vahiablc Cape ii now [ij the poUcUioo of his coun- 
M'yic i^aun ioio the end ollimeS 
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b&th (ides lie wan :tiriii)c>d, aa i» urunl, w!lh fuch 
plaufible Jil-giluifins, tb:il (leilher could rcjiifuie 
ihr other, and rtai'uo liung iEi llie balaacc of 

ihf advnc&ips for Ihe n^w navigation conterid- 
ed, that the commerce of tbt eaft hud been Ihc 
foiirce ofweallli and power to evtry (Empire ihat 
htiil [loirbdtiil il J ihLiL Providence t'etnied la 
)\ii\c. thrown it iiiiu the lap of tht^ir nationi and 
therclbre, it w^uiild iieiilier bt, liuciniirable not 
advaiUageonb Hi rejefl it ; lliat ihc cliief diificQl- 
lit!s were now oveiCDnie, atid Icarcely any ihirig 
remniLied but tu take pol!cliiDO of whiiL aJI the 
vorUl ivas eiagflr to enji>y, ilioiigli pone but ihem- 
felvi'9 knew how ly reai.li ; iliai :be engrolling 
in rich a trade to Poriiiy^il would balance ihe 
natmw limits vt its fovereignty, 3nd put it on a 
hjvd with its tnore potent neighbours j that, in 
fine, theii; was no Ittfs danger lo be a^JprelHrndf-d 
from abandoning the defigii, t]ian t->en?fit to be 
expected by ita profecution; (incc il was proba- 
ble their aiiibitious ntiglibiuir'i, Ihe Spitni^rds, 
lvoi;ld pWrluc and accompliih (hi« grand JLht^me; 
and thus citable them to cfFe>S whatever the luft 
of iHAVei* tnigiU tempt them lo try. 

*Jn the other /idtj jt Was alleged, that there; 
werr many ilungs more apparently neeeiniry lo 
Ihc wfll-bfing ot I'oiCngiil than foL'h expen- 
live cspedliiiiiip, wbi<:h involved at) imLertain 
hXbf-, fincc much land remninnfd lo becwitivat- 
ed at Uomc, and inch internal iiuprmements 
might be adopted as would cnrit'li the kingdom 
wiilmut diilant dependrndesi ibjt thti popula-^ 
tioti of' Pnrtugai was loo (raall fnr its own ex- 
lent, and would he lllll mnre itdwcci V-^ ^o^^^vg^ 
Gomjuelies that M tUeW d\CtLONUVt% i^\^ ^c^^^Sv 

\0lf. I. S ^'^ 
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lions hitherto haii only furni^licd a few negfOCS* 
clephanU' leeth, «xalic birds, f-nd curiuGlie^f 
that ihe golden dreams wliich bad amured tbem ■ 
for a ceomry, had ended in delufion ; and that, 
finally, even the fuccels of the undertaking tiiight 
bedetfiraental to Portugal, as i twas poUible her in- 
tererts at home might be lacrificed Eo thofe abroad. 
Thefe deliberaiionft, in which the caufe was 
canvafTed with acutenefsj though they did abfo- 
lutely carry the king lo abandon the defign 
which had been recommended lo him with the 
taH breitth of the prince to whom he owed his 
throne, yet for a long time retarded hia prepars- 
tions, and deiermlned hinj to purfue the projeA 
in fucb a uianneir as would fecure him from the 
difgrace of feiious loCs, if he did not reap the 
full harveft of glory, At laft, however, fearing 
left othf:r powers fliould take advantage of his ne- 
g1d&, efpecially as the Spiiniards were vigoroufty 
pufhing forward llieir difcoveries, he came to a 
final relbiution, to fend uui a few niip&aiily with 
a fmall number of men j thus endeavouring lo 
avoid e&treoies, and to fleer, as it were, a middle 
courfe beiweeo the difcordant opinioris of his 
coancl 1. 

la confcqucnce of this determi nation, in Ihe 
fpring of 1.4Q7' ^^'^ ordered four thips |o be equip- 
ped for hi^ expediticn j of thefc three were arni- 
ed velfeli, and lite other a ftgre llii[». The 
whole feicc confifled of no more thsu one hun- 
dred and lixtf fpldiers and feamen. Hence if 
will be extremely .ippareni, that it Js not a for- 
midable armamcriti or a \ii& espence, that i» ne- 
ceflary to the accompli rtuvienc of a great defign ; 
Acft the choice of a good officer, pcrfeflly ma flet 
«f his plan, atiJ foflcfljng' a ttfoluuon c<\viiV ii* 
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a psfTagr of about fifty miles, and from 1henc«to 
Alcsaudria, where (he VciieiiJn iDcrchnots, wlio 
lud niniiojioUzed ihat cociiiiicrte. receiveid ibciT, 
aiiJ dilfcmimted tijcin ovt-r all Europe. 

Such was the (itualion of affair* at llic Ecra we 
arc now to treat ut. The perfoii honoured with 
tlie coniinawd nf ilie expedition for the dslcovery 
&f the Incfiea was Don Vafquez de Gama. a Piir- 
ttlguefe lloblenl-itl of vfllious diftjngliiflied tft- 
Icati, and partlcnlarly lltllled in naifig^lioti. He 
wa-i appoinled adniirnl on this ntidalion, and 
hatlled his flag ou hoard the St. Gabrid, of no 
morfi ihan one hundred ?,nd twenty tons burden. 
Tile other fliips were the St. Xlapbael, comfiiand- 
ed by Paul dc Gama, the admirara brother'^ and 
the Bcrrio, conimanded by Nicholas Coello, be- 
lides a bark ladeu with provifians. Thefe (hipn 
fee fail fiom Bekra on the Sih i)f July I4p7i and 
after eacountpring coniimial ftorms, in whick 
thejr frequently dcfpaired of being faved, had 
the good t'ortunc at latl to e^iiU'.r a large buy, to 
>vh.icli they gave the appelladun of Si. Helena, 
from its having Ueeu djfcovered qd the day de- 
dieated to that faint. 

The inli^bitanis of tins ifland were of fmsM 
flattire, JU-favoiired snd bl.iuk. "When tb^y 
fpoke, they felirhed their brcatb ^^ if they were 
Jighln^j they were clothed in the thins of wjld 
beafl-i i nod armed with liitk«s hardened in the 
fire, and pointed with ibe horns of be^fts. 

The admiral ordered fearch to be made for 
fome rivEr, but witiigut fnccefs ; houevcr, they 
found watte next day. Gama, in hts pcrainbu- 

mari of all ihf Indian mcrcliDrjdiie, But ncglctt, in time, 

1_ Vi^dB*^ 
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lotions, baving picked iip a native, who was ga- 

tbtrringtoney, carried bimon board j but as thej 
could not under&and eacb other, be w^s foon 
after well drcSed and fct on (hore, NcxL day, 
about Hi'tefa of the tnhabitants, pleafed wilh 
the attCbhoD their coaDtryman had teCciVed, 
came 4own ro the beach ; and the admiral meet- 
ing ibeoi, difplayed gold, pearl, and fpices ; but 
fiodidg, from the indifference with which ihey 
viewed thofe articles, they were uD acquainted 
wilh iheiif value, he pfcfeiited ihem with finall 
btlls, tin rings, and dounicre, which were highly 
acceptable. In return, they fopplied thtir be- 
nefadtors with foch pTovifions as the country af- 
forded i but this friendly intcrcourfe was of ftiort 
duration. A young PortugnelB having a delire to 
vifit iheir towns, waR received by the natives with 
great Lulpitaliiy, and invited to partake of a feal. 
This food (lili'agreeing with his flomach, he roie 
and retired wilh iigns of loathing and dilgufti 
while the natives attended him to the Ihore. Suf- 
peding ihey might have fooie intentions to injure 
him, he called out for help; when foine of hia 
companiona landing, behaved in fuch a. manoer 
3i» made the Indians CDnfLder the Fortuguefe as 
their enemies. They foon returned with their 
lances; and while the admiral afd bis officers 
were tignding unarmed, they fell gpon them, 
0i-)d wounded four of ihcm,^ among which num- 
ber was De Gama himfelf. 

The Portuguefe having revenged this attjtck, 
though they were certainly the lirft pggreflbis, 
fet fail from St, Helena on the l5th of NoverD- 
ber, and in two days came in fight of Ihe Cape 
of Good Hope, which they doubled on the 20lh, 
with trumpeis founding and ovbci itoiQTi^iwo.^™- 
S3 "'^ 
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of joy. As lliey coatted aloug, tlie country ex- 
liibite'i a pkafing piofpeA of woods and lawns, 
abounding witti Hodis awd lierda. 3'hc admiral 
having run ieventy leagues bevond tiie cape, eo- 
teie'i a bay lo whkh lie gave, the name ol Angra 
dc San Hiss. Thei;oiiJil.rj' in itie vicinity of lUis 
bay sppenrcd veiy imiile, and abouudcil with 

A party of the iiativCB were obferved hovering 
round iheni, in a fe\v daysafter their arriial; up- 
on whk'h ihe admiral landed with all hit inea« 
well armed au4 prepared for either evervt : but 
oh [Iirowiug fomc imall bells towards the ne- 
groes, fome of Ihitn alTuDicd lefoiufioii enough 
to appioach and pick tiieni up, and ;il bll: tO're- 
ccive them from ilie banJ, Tlie admiral now ex- 
changed a fe* rtd Ciipii for ivory braceleis. 

A few days after, alaout two hundred nacivet 
came down witli twelve oxen and (our iJieep ; 
flnd on Ihc Portugnere Jauditig, began to play 
on a kind of muho.i] inflrutuent, resembling a 
flute, which they accorHpartied witli lEip. vdce. 
The admiral flriking in wiih tliis humour, order- 
ed ihe trnmpels to ibunO, while his men min- 
gled ID the dance along with lh& uativcs, aitd 
ihuR the day paHed in mirth and fudiviiy. 

Not lung after a nunnber of men and women 
returued wiih cattle, of whoai the rortuguele 
purchafcd an ox i but perceiving fome of the ne- 
groea arnird and fkulkiiig bi^liliid the buOics, 
the admiral began to i~ufpe£l treachery, and or- 
cleted his men to reiire to n place of fr^curity. 
The negroes followed Ibem frme Wiiy. anJ at 
lafl joined in a body, 3s if they iiUcnded to light. 
De Gnma, unwilliqg; lo proceed to cxtrcmjliey, 
wJlhdrcw hiS bpJlSj afld ofdcrcd Iwo pieces of 
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orduance to be fired, which fo terrified tilt tiC- 
gr-ies lha( tliey fled wilbnut their arms. The 
aiicnlral afterwards ieni i'ome of his men a(h&re 
-to rrefl n pillar charged with a crofs and the 
Kingof I'ortugal's arras j but theuativespiiUetl it 
down agaiu bel'ore tbeir faces. 

On leaving this place they were Carttt over- 
taken by a violent ftomi. On Chrilimas day iliey 
faw land, to which they gave the name of Ter- 
ra de Natiil, They Iheti procetfded to a rivet 
called De lus Ceyt"!. Here De Gama tent two 
men ailiore to obtain intelligence relpeflicig the 
country and its picduce. On ihofe dangetoiiB 
ecr.pioymeaia he Lad malefaflors to ferve. A 
kiDd of traffic commirnced ; and fo oiuch was it 
cdixled DD ID the I'^iisfi^ion of the natives, that 
the king of the country was induced to fa/ the 
"admiral a vifit en hoard. 

A^aici drawing ne>ir land on the Iltb of Jaau- 
3ry, ihe boats vrcre n^ianned to view It, In fail- 
ing along, ihcy faw niany negroes of bolh fetes, 
T*ho I'eenicd niild and inqfl*en(ivir. The admlfal 
lhi.-^n fent one of his menj who was well veffcd in 
Ihe Jangiiagta of Africa, with an atletidantj to 
wait on the king, who received them with afTa- 
biliiy, and difmifTed them wkh prefcnts. His 
Tuajeily, in return, received a red jacket, a cap, 
and a pair of ftockingSf of the fame colour, with 
which he was to deligliied> that he flruued about 
iti hU finery among liis fuhjet^ij who dappt'd 
their haiids in token of joy and admiration, iis 
likewil'e invited a young PorUijjiicfe geallemau 
tovillt him, and enierlained him with fowl and 
milJ^i, The admiral alfo refi;iv«d a preicnt of 
fowls; flod fo grateful was the reception he had 
me t \i Lth iu this placej Ihat Ls caVVe4'\\\IsieiV-»v,^'^'i 
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Good People. The houfcs were wholly of flrawj 
artd apparently there was a grt-atfr number of fi 
males than males. They nfed bows and ittcwt 
pninttd wilh iron; attd Iliewed an amazing par- 
tiality for lineHj which they pnrchafed on au 
terms their circumflancea would allow. 

Departing from thence on the 15th of Jaouaryv 
they proceeded along a low flat coaft, covered 
with J[irge and lofty trees, as far ids Cape Cori- 
entea : milling a fight of Sofala, wiiich lay in (he 
way. On the 24ih they eoiefed the mouth of i 
very large river, up which De Gama proceeded 
with hi; boats ; and hnd the pleafnre to obretve^ ^ 
that the natives onderftood fomcthing of naviga-| 
linn, no traces of which had hitherto been fecn." 
The couniry they vifiled is now called Cusma s 
Us coafi is generally low, but full of trees. Here 
the npgroea came off in their boats without the 
lealt hefitation ; and behaved to the Portuguefe 
with the familiarity of old friends. This conduft 
defervcd a reciprocal return ; the admiral Irealtd 
them with bells and other toys mofl acceptable 
to their taSe. No one on board underftood Iheir 
languag;e, fo flgns were ihe only interchange of 
iboughts they could enjoy. 

On the third day, two perfons of rank arrired ' 
in their boats, on purpoCe to vifit the admtral. 
They wore aprons larger than the reft of their 
cDuntrymen ; and one had his head covered with 
a handkerchief wrought with filk, ihe other 
with a green fatin cap. De Gsma entertained 
them courteoiifly, and made them preleiits of ap' 
parel, and other articles, on which they fecmed to 
fet little value. It appeared, from €gns, that they ■ 
wereof a diftant country, and that large (hips were I 
fio norejt/ to tbeta. They lUcn piodactd fome ca- " 
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HcO fonr faic ; at iiglit ef which the sdmiral v/a^ 
penetrated with joy, and all on board were cle- 
Viiteii with the hopes of loon rcacbing the trr.a* 
fures of I lie E.'il. This riverr therefore, obraiii- 
cd ihe appt-llaiii'i] of tlie fiiver pf Good Signs, 
snd hcr^ he crcilect a pillar, curved with a cruci- 
fix and the PortugTJpfe arjus, 

Ibty left this river on ibe 2Jl[i of January, 
and, after a loyiigeof morethaii a montb,defcri0tl 
four iOands, from (Jiie of which fuveral boats ad- 
vaoced, and made fi>;ps for the fllips to wait Ificir 
coming up, No taoner had The admiral droppe*! 
anchor, than the boats approached, full of peo- 
ple of a good (lalufr, with a dark eomplexioo ; 
and clothed iti various coloured ealiCo. Thty 
ufed the Arabian tongue; and on beitig euter- 
tainfA on board by tJe Gama, tbey feetned to 
enjoy tberalelves, and were as ctinnrannicative as 
could be wiflicd. They informed him, that the 
name of their iiland was Mofambique^ and was 
fubjeft to the king of Quiloa ; and that it con- 
tained a town peopled with merchants who trad- 
ed to India^ and imported its valued productions. 
The foil in the neighbourhood of Mofsmbique 
•was marftiy, ard therefore unwholefume. Tlie 
lidufes wprt built of clay, atid thatched with 
ftraw; but a great nnmbpr of ftiips reforimg 
thitber, rend«ed ihe Inwn commcicial and po- 
pulous. Tlie trade n.aa chiefly in the handa of 
the Arabian merchautSi who, in their naval ar- 
cbitedvire, made ufe of wooden pe.gn inflead of 
nails, and miils made of paLtn-tree \ea\es inflead 
of fails, 'Ihcy knew the u(e of the compafs, hni 
fome atir(>i>on)icaJ inftranienta, and '«c\ftl'a.T.^i*« 
td p-fiii fca'diaiii of toleraWc atcuiicj - 
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" The fheit, with bis attendants, taking the Por- 
tuguefe for Moors or Turks, vtlited t[je firft fliip 
that entered ijie harboUri bot fioditig none that 
coold convctic -with them, ihej roon returned. 
However, they were not wanting in hofplTalUy. 
The Jbeik requetied leave to come on boards 
and De Gama, to prepare for his arrival, ordered 
the tick men to be removed, and his own fliip to 
be manned with ihe Bo*er of the crews. The 
chief appealed richly drefied; tie had previoufly 
thown a contempt for hawk'j betls, trinkets, and 
toys, and expreffed his wonder that the admiral 
did not fend him fcarlet. He had a military 
guard, with drums and irory trvimpels, De 
Ganaa received him with marked riefped; snd 
coiidtided him to the cabin, while his retinue re- 
mained in the boats. An apology was made for 
not lending a prefent of fcarlei cloth, bt^aufe 
none had been brought. The ftieikand his com- 
pany made themlelves welcome on board; and 
taking the Grangers for Turks, defired to fee 
their bows, and thcJr books of the law. The 
admiral informed him, that tiiey came from tbe 
weft, and belonged to a country bordering on 
Tntkey; thai iliey had no books of their lav 
with them; but orders were immediately given 
to produce ditferent kinds of armour, aad to 
jliuw its ufe, which grealiy cKcited tbe flietk*s 
admirntioti. De Gama rcqueCled his viliter 
would fupply hitn with two pilots; and they 
being readily provided, engaged to perform this 
voyage for s. reward of thirty crowns eacli and ■ 
colt. 

This friendly intercourfe, however, was but 

of ihort dtiration. The chief no footver difcover- 

*d liat the iJrangera wcec Chtiftlans, than his 
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^ began tobelrayfymptoms of enmity; aud, 

jcmed to be plotting tnr tlie deftMi^ion of 

Garoa and his ileet- Hnwcver, tiie admiral 

.lered fiis fliipE by force, keeping the Moors at 

diOauce for fear of the ordnance. The tumuU, 

iwever^ was not allayed j and the admiral, to 

.venge the inl'ulis he had rpceived^ badered 

lOwn liie town with his great guns, and drove 

the inhabitants into (be country. He took a few 

prifoners, and, among the reft^ a pilot. 

I'lalnly perceiving that a longer flay here 
would be acteni^ed with danger, De Gama fleer- 
ed to another illsnd at a Qiort diflance, and from 
thence to Quiloa ; biiL firefs of weather obliging 
him lo return, an Aiabinn pilot he had brought 
out wilh hiin, wiOied to be carried to Melinda, ' 
on his nay to Mecca; and ashewas nowfurnlfti- 
ed with another plloti to this aSent was i;iven. 
The wealhei proving favourable, they again pui 
to feu and made for MombRlfa, a city which itie 
pilots obrervcd was cbiefi^ inhnbited by Cbritl- 
ians. Here they arrived on ibe 27tb of April ; 
but 3s the ftifps lay without (he bar, a bark ap" 
pToacbcd thrni in the night with one hiindrcd 
armed men in iheTorkiib dr^Is, and were pro- 
ceeding on board them, bad not ihe adn:>iral in- 
fifled on no n^ore than fcnr being sdcttilted. 
Thofc who came forward, appeared to be aboVc 
the cntotnon ratifc; but, with & wife precaution, 
they were defircd to lay afide thcjr arms before 
they were taken on board. Dc Gaina, however, 
entertained Ihcnl in a handforae manner; on 
■which ihcy actjuainied hixn, that the tvu^Vtsft- 
ing of Tk&)t arrival, had fenl.\us toTO^wPR-"^*-"^ ^ 
congrBtalailott, and oft"»;Tti to \ciB.^ 'Cv«i '^'vj 
with ii>icc&i oblerviiig^ at \Ut twns '^^^'^^ ^ 
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a palTage of about fifty miles, and from thenc* 1o 
Alt;x.3Hdria, where ilie Veneiiin cu?rch»[)t£, who 
ii'Ai\ tiioiiop-Dli^ed (liat cqmiiq<:tie, received tbcm, 
aud diiTeiTii limited the[n over all Eqrope, 

Such was the (iluation ol :itrairs at the sera wc 
are now to treat vi. The perfoii honoarcd with 
fhc CotnitlShd Cif ihc cKpcdiiicn for the dilcovery 
of the lj]<ilfls wn5 Dr?» VaTqutz de Gsinn. a Pur- 
tugoefe iiobieniati of various didinguillied ta- 
loits, and parilciilai'ly ikilled in tinvi^atiun. He 
was appjtntfd ad ml ml on ibti octurmn^ ami 
Iioilled bis flrisj on board tlie St. Gabri^^l, ot' no 
more than one liundced and cwentj- tons jiurdea. 
The other fliips were ibe St- Raphael, cottiknaiid- 
ed by Paul de Gama, the admiral's brotliei'i aud 
the Berrio, coniraanded by Nicholas Coelfo, be- 
fides a baik laden with provifions. Tfaefe fliips 
fet fail from Eelem on ihe Sili oT July i-iQ/, and 
after ejicoun Hiring contiiiunl ilorms, in wlitch 
they frt^qiienily deipnired of bfitig faved, had 
the good fortune fit liill to enter a large bay, to 
l^hitb ihcy give tlic :ippelUuiun of St. Heleaa, 
from iw baving breii difcovered on (be day de- 
dicated to tbat ^lint. 

The inliabitanis of this tOand wcr« of fmall 
fliiliire, iil-favpurcd and black. When thqy 
fpoke, tliey fettlied tlieir trcaUl ^S if ihcy were 
Cgliingj tlicy were clothed in (be ikins of v.'iM 
bcEiflii; flfbd armed wijh iiakcs b;irdci)cd in the 
fire, ^nd pointed with tbe homs pf bes^s^ 

The adtniral ordered ffarcd to be made foe 
farne tivcrr hut without (mccfs; however, ihejr 
found walut aCKt day. G^ma, in b^s pcrouibti.- 

*ii*Ft of all ihc Inclianmftchaiidiic. But mgltft, in lime. 



fslionaj Iiaving picked up a native, who was ga- 

tJjMing honey, carried him on board s but as they 
could not underftand each other, lie wa* foon 
after well drcfled and (ct on fLorc. Next day, 
sboat fifteen of the ld habits cits, ple&fed with 
the atleption their conotrymati had received, 
wme <lown to the beach ; and the admiral meet- 
ing them, diJ'playcd gold, pearly and fplces ; but 
finding, from the indifference with which they 
viewed ihofc articles, (hey were urt acquainted 
wiih their value, he prefcntcd them with fmall 
bells, tin riags, and counters, which were highly 
acceptable. In return, they fupplied thtir be- 
nefactors with fuch proviHons as the country af« 
forded 5 but this friendly intercourfe was of fliort 
duration. A young Fortuguefe having a detiie to 
vifit their towns, was received by the natives with 
great bolpiiality, and invited to partake of a feal. 
This food <lifagreeing with his flomach, he Tofe 
and retired with iigns of loathing and dilguft; 
while the natives attended him to the fliore. Suf- 
peding thej- might have fome itiEentions to injure 
iiin^, he called oat for help; when foine of bis 
companions lauding, behaved in fucb a Dianaer 
» made the Indlaus conhder the Fortuguefe S3 
tbi'iir enemies. They foon returned with their 
lances i and while the admiral apd his officers 
were flanding unarmed, they fell upon them, 
and wounded four of ihemj-among which num- 
ber w.si De Gama himfelf. 

The Portuguefe having revenged this stlsck, 
though they i^ere certainly the lirft pggreflbis, 
fct fail from St, Helena on the iSlh of Novem- 
ber, and in two days carae in fight of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which Ihey doubled on the 20Lh> 
with trumpets fouflding and other dttaotv^Wii'oNfc 
&3 
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of joy. Afi ihey coafled alongj ihe country eit- 
liibitifd a plfitfing iHofpeA of woods and lawus, 
aboui:idmg with UucUe and berdt^. 1'heudmiral 
having run feventy leagues bcj'Diid the cape, en- 
tered a bay to which liegpivethe name ot Aogra 
dc San Bins, Tbecoimiry in the viciniiy of iU'\n 
bay appeared \ery fertllcj and ebounded witii 
elephants and butFali>es. 

A party of the natives were obferved hovering 
round llicm, in a. I'eiv days after their acrivai-, up^ 
oj) whi<^h the ailmiral landed witEi all his meni 
well armed atjd iirf:iiar<^d for either eveqt ; bat 
on llirowin^ lomc Iniall belk towards ilie ne- 
groes, fomt of theiii alfunied reroluuon enoUgEi 
to a|>i>raaijh and ^tcEc thi^m up, and m IaII to're- 
cfeive them from the Land. The admiral nowex- 
changcii a few red caps for ivory bracelets^ 

A few days after, aboiil two liunrired native* 
came down with twelve oxen and four flieep j 
and on ihc Pottuguefe landing, began to play 
on a kind of inulicn] inttrument, relcmbling a 
flule, wliich they accompanied with ih^ voice. 
The admiral ftriliing in with iLiia humour, order- 
ed the trLin![jet3 lo Ibund, while his men min- 
gled in tlie dance along with ihe nalivtH, and 
thus (he day pafl'cd ii) mirth and feHiviry, 

Not lung iifter 9 number ot men and woisea 
returned with cattle, of whom the I'ortuguefe 
purchafcd an ox ^ but perceiving feme pf tbc Lie- 
groea armed and {kullving behind llie huthts, 
the admiral began to tufpe6t treachery, and or- 
dered his men to rclirc to a place qf frciirity. 
The oegroei followed ihem fmne way, and aC 
laft joined in 3 body, as if liicy intended to fight. 
De Gama, unwilling to proceed to exiretnilie*, 
wiihdrenr hit boals^ and ordered two pieces of 
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acdoancc to be fired, which fo iftrrified ihe nC' 
groes that ihey fled wilbout their arms. The 
aiimiial afierwartls lent fome iif Iiis men afhore 
to creft a pillar charged with a crofs and the 
Kingofrorlugars arms; tjQC the oatitet pulled it 
down again beJi^ri; dieir /aces. 

Oh Irawing lliis place they were foon over' 
t^ken by a violtat llorm, On ChrlLtinaF^ day ll)«y 
faw land, to which they gave the narne of Ter- 
ra de Natal. They liieii procifeded to a rivet 
called De los Eeye*. Here De Gaina fent two 
nicD afliore to obtain inceLligence relpefling the 
coutiiryand its produce. On thofe dEingeroui 
EmpJoymsnts he hat! raaleTaftors m ferve. A. 
Mild of traffic commtiicqd j and Co mvch was it 
carried on to (he falisl'aftion of Ihe pglives, that 
the king of the country was induced lo pay the 
admiral a vilit an boai-d. 

Again drawiog iicAr land nti tnc: I ith of Janu- 
STy, !htf boats Were manned to view It. In fail- 
ing aloi^g, they faw maiiy negroes of both fexcs, 
who fcEfiied mild anci inoffeiiGve. The fiflmiral 
ilitn Ictit one of his men, who was well vnfed in 
ihe langufigea of Africsj ■tt-itli an attendant, lo 
wait on the king, who receivfd them with affa- 
bility, and dirniilTed tliem viih preffnlg. His 
roajcfiy, in return, received a red jacksC, a cap, 
and a pair of iioekingfi, of the fame colour, with 
which be was To dcliglit&d, ihat he firmted abfiyt 
in his finery among his fiibjef^^, who clapp'^d 
their haiids in token of joy and admiration. He 
likewjfe invited a joung Ponnguefe geQlIetnao 
tofilit binSj and entcttamcd hicrt with fowl and 
Biillei, The sdmirnl alfo rect'ived a prefent of 
fowls; and lb gralery] was the reception he had 
met with io this place, that he calledlt. tU'cljv-v>'&"^'4. 
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Go6ii People. Tlie houfes vttitt. wholly of ftraw ; ■ 
and ipipar^ntly there ivas a greater ouinber of fe- 
inales than males. They ufed bows and arrows 
pointed with iron; and fliewed an amaiing par- 
tlaliEy for iinen, which they purchafed on any 
terms their circumftances would allow. 

Departing from thence on the i5tb of January,. 
they proceeded along a low flat coaft, covered 
with large and loJ'ty trees, 3a far as Cape Cori- 
cntes: mifling a light of Sofala, which lay in the M 
. way. On the 24ih they entered the mouth of a ■ 
very large river, up which De Gama proceeded 
with his boals} and had the pleafure to obferve^ 
Ihat ihe natives underf^ood fomethiog of naviga- 
tion, no traces of which had hitherto been feen. 
The counuy they viiited is now called Cuama : 
its coail is generally towj but full of trees. Hera 
the negroes came otf in (heir boats without the 
lead hcfitation ; and behaved to the Poruiguefa 
with ihe facniliaiiiy of old friends. This conduft 
delerved a reciprocal return : the admiral treated 
them with bells and other toys mofl acceptable 
to their lafle. No one on board underftood tbeic 
language, fo ligna were the oDly interchange of 
tbougbLs they could enjoy. 

On the third d.iy, two perfon? of rank arrived 
jn Ibdr boats, on purpole to viftt the admiral. 
They wore apron; larger than the reft of their 
counto'nricii ; and one had bis head covered With 
a handkerchief wrought with filfc, the other 
wi[h a green fatjn cap, Dc Gama entertained 
them courteonlly, and made them prefcnts of ap- 
parel, and other articles, on which they feetoed to 
fitt little value. It appeared, from figns, that they 
were afi d) AaoE conn try, and that large (liips were 
BO aotrelty to them. They then f roduced fome ca- 
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licO for fale ; at fight of which the gdmiral was 
penetr3t*!d with joy, and all on board were ele- 
vated wilh the hopes of f'oon reiching the (rca- 
fures of the Jv'ft. This river, iherefore, obtain- 
ed the apprllaiioti of thr. River of Good Signs, 
and here he erciied a pillar, carved with a crud- 
fix and the Poriugucfe arms. 

I'laey left (his river on the 21lh of Jannaiy, 
and, afief a voynge of more- Ihati a nioii[E>,del'crl(*l 
four idands, fror-.i one of which fcceral boats ad- 
vanced, and made (tgns for thefliips lo wait their 
coming up. No fooner had the admiral dropped 
anchorj than the boars approarherl, full of peo- 
ple of a good (Mature, wilh a da:k cninplcxiDDi 
and clothed in varioiis coloured calico. They 
ufed the Arabian tatigue ; and on being enter- 
lained on board by De Garaa, itiey feemed lo 
enjoy ibemrelves, and were as cbmmunicQtive as 
could be wjflted. They informed him, that the 
name of their itland was Mofambique, and was 
fubjtCt 10 ihe king of Ouiloaj anii thai it con- 
tained a town peopled with merchants who trad- 
ed to Ijidia, and imported its valued productions. 
The foil in the neighbourhood of Molamblque 
wa$ marlhy, and therefore unwholefome. The 
lioufes wert built of clay, and [hatched with, 
ftraw j but s great inimbsr uf flisps refortiag 
thither, rendered the town cotnniticini and po- 
pidou!^. The trade whb chiefly in the hands of 
tbe Arsbian merchants, who, in their naval ar- 
cWtcfiure, made ufe of wooden prgs inflt-ad of 
nails, a^id mj(s made of paini-trce leaves itiftead 
<jf falls. 'Ihey knew the ufeof ll)C COtnpafs, htid 
fome atironomical i^(1Tumcn^», and were fiUUJ til- 
ed with fea-charu cjf tuJerabJe accuracy* 
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where he wouM be rtady to receive liim. Trtt- 
ful ctf a rcpcdiioti o1 Lilt lame perfiily he had ex- 
periencbd before, the commander frcurcd his 
ihipi with cautious cii'ctimfpEttion. Here he re- 
ceived an nrdei" from the cullval, or minifler for 
forfiigrt aitaits, to land wher<^ver iieplcafed. Dc 
Gaona on thl^ calling .1 council ot his otticcrs, in- 
formed ibenij tbat he intttidE^d to go and lelile a 
treaty of commerce and ptrpeiiial amity with the 
zamoriD. To lUia hia brother alleged, that 
though thii prince and the tiative^i, as they ima- 
gined, were Chrtiliaiis. y^i there were many Arabs 
among ilisin, who were their mortal eneaiies, 
and would be highly e!iDl\)eratcd agninfi ibem. 
forattempUng to interJeie in their trade; and 
therefore, as ihe luccef'i.of (he voyage depended 
00 his prefewstion, it would be moreadviL'eable 
toferni a deputy jn bis room ; a Jcniiment which 
was unaQimouliy approved of b/ the reft. But 
the admiral declared, that he v/a^ refolvcd tu run 
cveiy rifcki oliicrviiig, ibat it was for his tnajcf- 
ty'^s intercft to protei^t aod encourage traders; 3nd 
tn Ihe itthabitants were chtetly Chritiians^ he had 
noUiing tofear. Byt in cafe aoy accident (hoitid 
liappen to hini, they aitift give theiflfelves no 
concern ahouLt lijs ialeiy, but Tail dire£lly to Por- 
lugal, with the icnjtortant news of the dJicoTery 
they had mnde. 

The refolution of the admit^l prtvaillog, be 
next day fet out in his boat, furnilhcd with ord- 
nance, attciideclby twelve of hid officers, with 
flag* difplayed and irumpeis founding. At h;s 
Jsatiiiig, be was courteuuUy received by ibc 
. cativaii ^nd, iwo Jitters being pro'j^dGii ^oi vXvotu 
they wsre carried on meu'a itiouYiexft. wVaWc 0.w 

^^^ j^roccedcd Pii foot. They hftUti av a 9^^; 
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called Capocats, to dine, whpre they were entcr- 
lainftd with rice and fniil*. Then entetitig fomc 
boam, ilify were conveyed down the rli-er. 

Df. Gams and his fait were at'ierwai'ds coti- 
^uSed to a large Indian templcj built of free- 
iinrii?, and oovfred with lilei, on the walla of 
whKrh were many psiinred iniagea, fome with 
large projei^ing leeih and others wtlh four arms, 
and I'uch liideous face?, that ifie Poriugm^fe be- 
gan Ui doubt wlielhcr they wtre in a ChritUan 
country or not, In the centre of tliis was a I'tnall 
round chapel, with a tower and a lattice dflor, lo 
which itone fleps on the onifide conducted, la 
the wall oppoCtte to this entrance Ituod an image, 
which, from the darkiiefs of the (ilnce, could not 
bedil^int^ly viewed; and admitiiince waE denied 
to fill, tBve the prietl, wLmapproacUingnnd point' 
ing to the figure, thrice called 3loud, Maria 1 

When the cutival and his trulti catue befare 
the cbapel, they fell flit on the ground , wiih their 
hands before them, Ibree times } and then pray- 
ed tiaiidlng, DeG^ama and his attendMi-s, fnp- 
polliig tiiis to be an image of the Virgin, J'eiX 
down on their Vnees, and made their fupplica- 
tif»ti?: but one nf the Poi'lugUefe having; ibtnc 
doubt, faid. as he knelt, " If ihfs be the devil, I 
" worflitp God." Which produced an involun- 
tary I'mile from his companions. 

I'hrty now advanced in proecllion to the pa^ 
lace, followed by an itnmenfe concourfe of peo- 
ple } and at iheir entrance into the citVi ihe ^tais 
W.1H I'u great, ibat they were alrar-rt U:iAi*d. This 
otiliged the cutiv.il to retire witk thcsv \'cA(\ o&'o. 
of the heaf,s, where hiB toTov\-ieT, a ^-ai^wi. «* 
gre^t liiiiinfiioB^ rnel him v-'W^i fevM*. ^"^^^v 
who WW* Xeiit hy the xaraOT'ia to t^fA-^^^ 
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ailmiral to court. At leaft (tree thoufand men, 
in arms altcndcd Ihe proceffion, wliJch inftrknl 
attentiyil fo highly flattered Dc Gama, that he 
turned to one of bis officers, atid faid^ " LUlle, 
" do they think in Potltigal what honour ia paid 
*' UR here." 

It was drawing towards the clofe of day before 
they reathcd the imperial palace^ which wis fpa- 
douK, and made a liaridlonic appearanrc At 
the palace ^ate the.y were receivcij by feweral o^ 
the grandees, who ronduflffd them thcotigh five _ 
large courts, furnijlied wilb &s tnatiy gates, adAM 
t*o porters Rationed at each. On approaching' 
the chamber of audience, they were met by the 
Icing's chief brnmii], a diminiuisn eld man, who 
embraced theadmiriil, and conduced them all in. 
So eager were the populace to calch a glimpfe of 
their prince, that ihcy preffed in with ihe Portu- 
^Hcfe, and foroe lives were loft. Two of the 
Karopcaiis alfo narrowly efcaped being fqueezed 
to dearh. 

TJie hall into which they were intToduced pre- 
feiited-an amphitheatre of fcRls ; the floor was 
covered with a rich carpel, and the walls hong 
wiih tilk tapeftry interwoven with gold. The 
zamofin lay reclined on a fofa, covered wiih 
vhice filh, icitfrlaced with gold, wilh a rich ca- M 
no^y over his head. He was of a brown com' ■ 
plexion, a full habil, and appeared advanced in 
years. He bad on a RiOTt coat of tine calico, 
adorned with branches and rofes of beaten gold. 
It was buttoned wilh large pearlsj and the button- 
hales were overlaid with gold. About his waift 
WBi 3 calicg iaih which hung down to bis knees. 
His bead was covered with a mitre adorned with 
jeweiBs ia his ears were jeweU ot \.Vt Sbhui tad i 
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and hotli his toes and his fingers fparkledwilK 
diuimciiK] ringa. His arms and legs were naked, 
nnd jidorned wilb bracelets ot' gald. In ftiofl^ 
his (Irefj was niotl Tplendidj and his whole air 
noble- sni in.<iJGltic. 

As ilie admlrtil approached the prefeiKe of (he 
^^inorin, according lu the cultom oi the coun- 
trj'j he made three ubeifances with his hands 
aliove his head. His tnajefty regarded hira wilL 
coinplacencv ; but returned the fuJatc by an al- 
mntl imperceptible tnution o( the head. Thea 
making iigns for tiim in advance, hi: caufcd liini 
to be i'eated near him ; and ibe reA of the r^ti- 
_ rue entering, and paying the fame conipliineHt, 
W were feaied oppofite (o him 5 and were itriTOedi- 
I 3lcl)' fornifhed with water to copl their bends, 
the weather being very hot, thooglk llie winlel" 
feafoji. The emperor then ordered a collfition o£ 
figs 3nd jakas 10 be imroddced ; and on their 
calHng ft>r water to tlrink, 3 gold cup "with ft 
fpouC wa* bronght them. At the fame time thcjf 
"were given to undcrftand, (liat the u.llives thitllc 
it impolite to touch the vt^fTel with iheif tips, 
and in compliance with tiie etiquette, fhey lield 
■it at Came dlftance above tlitir mouths , but not 
bring acijuftottied 10 that mode of reeeu'ing li- 
quor, it ciiht^r made ihem cough nr fprinklcd 
their cloibee, which fecmed to be matter ol" eo- 
icrtainmcnt for the M-holc cnnrl. 

This repalt difp3tchedt tlic emperor ordered 
De Gjniii, by his inierpreler, to lay h'a bnlinefs 
before the officerswho were alVemblcd^ that ^hey 
might conamniiicate it to him* But the admiral 
roodeftly intimstedj that he caiM nut recede from 
the pra^ic^ of theCliriftian prineea of Eiiropp, 
whiuh was to give an audience to \!a,& -MslQaS^i- 
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■ors iherrfelves, in the prefeDce of 3 ftw of their 
eounfeilors. The MrPonn fsid, that he approv- 
d ot Lhis ciiitom i and ordering the admiral to 
tc Coiido£tti into another apartixient, refi^coblintf 
:he fi[(V, followed only by bis interpreter, hia 
dlicf bramin, his betel fcrvcr, and the comptrol- 

eer of the hotifehold. Being feated on a fofa, he 
nterrogalcd the adnairai refpefling the ccuntrjr 

be Came ffom, and the objeSs he had in viCW. 
^0 this he replied, that he was ambaflador frOBl 
^he King of Portugal^ the moft potent and optilent 

nonarch of the weft ; who havifig hsard that 
Ihcre were Chiifliati king^ in the Icidies, of whom 
|tlie King of Calicut was the chief, he had ihougfat 
35t to ft^nd an ambafTador to fettle a trade and 
amity with hicn: that the predeceitors of the 
king, his maftcr, had for the I'pacc of ihreefcore 

Kears "been attempting to difcover a paflagc lo 
adia by fea j but that none of hh captains bsci 
JaccQ able to accomplilh this great detign fill now< 
In ccnfirm;ntioD of the truth of what he advaoC' 
ed, he promifcd to produce the letters of his fo- 
vereign at \v\s next audience j andobferved, that 
^e was commiliioned to inform his majefly, thai 
the king hia mafler was his friend and brother, 
and hoped, if bis highnefsaqcepied of the proffer- j 
td friendfhip, he would fend an ambaflador to 
Portugal to ftreoglhen it. The zamorin leplicd, 
that nothing could be more agreeable to bitn 
thRTi fuch an alliance. He then made forac ge- 
neral enquiries refpefting ibe power of his Portu- 
guefe Maiefly ; tht, dtftance between Calicut and 
Portugal, and how ]ong be had bfien ni\ his voyage. 
It being aavj late, and the admiral chuting to 
l^idge in a hoafe apart from the natives, ordered 
iJs Indian fai^oi lo accompany blm, and provide 
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At ih'ii audience 3 ireaiy of aniltjr and ctnamtftfc 
]* wM Gfinduded, and a faftory granred at Csna- 
' jiore. Having laden tome at the Ihips liere, he 
direflfd hh cocirfe to Calient, 

Whfn Ee Gama arrived in that por^j he toolc 
feweial pro;is before ii -wiis difcovered who ha 
■was; buL forebore :ill hofliliiies againft the place, 
liil he' rtiontd be able lo alccrlain the z:ii!Kirin'a 
dilpfiCitifin ami deligns. In a iTiort lirai^ a boat 
came off' carrying n flag ot' truce, with a Mnor 
difguifed 33 a Francifcan friar, who being [«ken 
on b'>iirdi Bpolagizsd fi>r ihe demptioii of hi)- 
drefs, and owned Jc was alRimed from tin; hope 
of a leady reccptian aniring ilie'Portuguefe. He 
brought a nieflage from iliezamorin in relotion 
10 lEie arniciib'ic adjiiflment of a ireaiy of cnm- 
nierce. The admiral, ^^i^h fii'itinefs replied, that 
any Hfigociation o( this isind would be ptcmaturf, 
till the king had made faltsLTflion (nr the cle- 
ftruflion of ihe faflory, 10 which be was con- 
fen ling. 

Several dayi were fpent in fruhlefa meffagea 
and replies. De Gama, fiifpeftin^ ihac the otity 
objefl: of the zamorin way to s,:ua ume. I'eni to 
alf'ire him, iliat if he did not rtceive a final and 
faii&fa^ory anfwer before noon, be wt'iild carry 
fire aod fword into ihR couniiy, and wfiiild be- 
gin It) execute bh vengeance on ihe prifunyia in 
bUngfledion. The 7.imcrin, iirrfoluii in liim- 
ferfi and undtir the intlueiK-e: of lUe M'^oi^s, re- 
turned no anfwer. Hut nn foni;eiEWar, rftc itipu- 
Uted time expired, than De G-ama fired » gun 
by way of fign:il to liis captainii, to hnng up all 
the Malabars in their refpfttive Ihips. V. hen 
this f;ingcinary execution wns over, the admiml 
ordered tho han4i and feet oi xVii N\6iAavi v."^w 
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Auguft. when the fe^ron for returning being ar- 
lived, Dc G.iiTia, fenc Diaa, h\^ ta£tor, lo iht: em- 
peror wilh a prefent of fcarfs, filkj coral, and 
Dtbet arlidcs, ordering him to acqiuiat his ma- 
jefly with liis iiitepJed departure; and to rcqiif Hj 
in cnfi." lie Umiild be inclined lo fend an aoiUaf- 
fadgr to Portugal, that lie migljt be difpalchcd. 
Me alfo informed liini, ttiat it was bis inLention 
iQ lepva his f3ttor and fecr^tary at Calictit with 
the goods he had there, tiLl the arrival of aoother 
fleet from (beweff; and as a cotiBrcRd tion of J] is 
'having been in India^, begged iht zamorin Would 
fend the king, bis mailer, 3 bahar of cinnamon, 
QQOther of cloves, and a third of ipiccs, which 
Ihould be paid for out of the firft goods difpofed 
of in ihc country. 

After waiting four days* the faflor was admit- 
ted lo the prefenceof the prince, wliu, ivuli a le- 
vere look, alked blm what ht; wanted. Diax wilh 
much trepidation delivered his metl'age, and was 
about to oHer the prefenC, wlien the zamorin 
refuled to fee- it, and ordered it to be delivered to 
liis faflor; and then bid him tell ilie admiral, that 
lie wasat iibiTly to depart, if he wilhed; but that 
he muft firfi, nccording to the cuflmm of the porti. 
pay him fix hundred IhaTafiiiii. Diaz, howevw;* 
had DO fooncr returned to the (aCtoty thnn he 
was confined there; :ind protlaraatioa was made 
through Ihff city, foTbidding any one to go oa 
board the Heel, on pain i>f death. Howcverj 
Jloiitaibo liad the ouracie lo difobcy this oun- 
d^tp>.iiid advife":! ibc admiral io be op his guard, 
informing hiiJ, that llie Arabs had reprefented 
thocQ Co ^^le z.imnrin as piialcs; and ihut ihcy 
c^JTje in'lh nn niher defigfi but to carry olT, by 
WTcj rhc mctch^ldizG oi tliQ pUcc» tfidtu pry 
2 'iSllft 
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ik flrength of the nation. Two flays after. 
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yg came on board offering precious ftoDcs 
lie; but though tlic admiral regarded them 
lies, he diffembled his koowledge of what 
paiied, and buffered them lo depart, iu hopes 
iliuring others of moi-e coTife<]aence on board. 
jis bad the defired effeft, for the zamorin con- 
adiog from hence, ihat the admiral was igno' 
Dt of the detention of his faflor and fecreTary, 
<Tit perfons on board to amufe himt till he could 
it oat a fleet, or the (hips of Mecca Aiould arrive^ 
to captore liicn^ At length fix of the principal 
Matabare, with fifteen attendants^ coining on 
board, he ordered them to be I'eized, and fent 
back two ai the baatmen with a ietter ia the 
Malabar tongue> deniandlng his factor and fecre- 
tar^ in exchange, fiut not arriving lo Toon as 
waH expeded, the admiral fet tail, and came to an 
Anchor four leagues below Calicut, where havitig 
waited for three days, he put lo fea aloioll out 
of fight of land, when a boat came off to inform 
himi that his people were ia the zamorin's pa- 
lace, and would be with him next day, De 6a' 
ma firmly^let them knonr, tb^l: they mull ioAant* 
\y bring bis oien or letters from them ; and that 
if they returned without either the one nr the 
other, be would link them ; 3fid jf they did not 
return at all, he would cut c>if the heads of tiiofc 
he had fetzed. As fboti as the boat was departs 
ed Willi this tnetTage, be fleered towarda the 
llioTe, and aocborcd near Cahcut. 

Next day fcven boats came up to the flag fhipa 
in nne of which wan Diaz and tbc fcc.5*^!K:i-^ , 
whjm thenaiJies delivered n^, Ba4\>\fcmt'Cw^ 
toforae didsncc (or the admYiaV^at\W«. "Vswil 
JfkevUe brought a Jctter loi tha TtAti^o'^ ^'^^'^'^^ 
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Writteq on a palm-tree leaf, anij figa«i by tJ* 

K^orin. It vas couched Id the I'ubfcqucnt lai 
COpic terms. " Vafco de GilcDa, a gcntleitian 
" ihy houfc, carae to my country ; of whofo coit 
" ing I am glad. In toy counLryr there is picatj 
•' of cionatnoii, cloves, pepper, and precipi 
" flonts. The tbiiige which I am de&roub 
*' receiving from thy country* are gold, filler 
*• fcarldt, and Coral." 

The admiral made no olhcf roply, but (hat 
tad fenC back the nAireft, and would detain ih) 
reft till his merchandife on Ihare was reftored 
The next day Eontaibo came on board, and toU 
the admiralj that ibe cutival, by ihe king's order 
bad feized his cffeds, on pretence that he was; 
Chriftian, and had been fiint over land as a fpj 
by the King of PortugHl. He addeJ, that he was' 
a^4^aFe all this was done at the inrtlgation ot' the 
Aiabs ; and not doiibting but, as they had takcB 
bis goods, they would next injure his perfon, ha\ 
had fled for protection. He Gama immediately 
erdered him to be well accommodated on board j| 
and promifed that on his arrival at Portugal, hdij 
ftouid meet -with ample recompenCe for his iDlTesaj 
Afterwards three almadias arrived with fcarfs laidj 
fifer the benches, and pretended that lliry hat 
brought all the goods, and therefore demanded] 
that [he piifonets fhould be liberated. Ihead-^ 
niiral perceiving that this was no more than aa 
irtiflcc, told them he fhould carry the IS[aLab:ira 
to Portugal as a conJirmatioD of bis difuovery j 
snd would (oaa return again to Calient, when ihe 
samorin would be fatis^ed uhelher iheChriftiAnfl 
were pirates or not, as the Arabs bad given out. m 
It way he proper Co re-mark, that CalicuU Ihsl 
£rif fccne of Fortagxieie, adveuVMc in tbe Eatt. . 



/oiKom pi i meats in the ItalT 

. him hs was a Chnfttan, and a native of 

y ', that having been taken by pirates in hiS 

th, while accompaoying liis parents in a voy- 

i 16 Greece, had run tlireugd a Variety of mif- 

flwncsf and had hJlherto been dq^rived of all 

Apes of vifiting his native land. He idformed 

Pe admiral, that he had biecn forced to enter in- 

the ferviee of the Mahometan prince, named 

3abay, the Ibiereign of an iilapd 3t twelve leagues 

dillance, named Goa i thjtt tie had been obligecl 

to comply with the cisternal formsof the religion^ 

ef Mahomet 3 bu! liiat be wrts Hill a Chriltian in 

Ilis heart, Hfc added, that he waj* prime niinif- 

ter and confidant of hiti Ibvereign ; atid hcdncig . 

itiat there were certain flrange fhips at CaJicui,. 

whofe crews were clothed from liead to foot, and 

I'poke a language unknown in the Indies^ he 

judged them to be Cbriflians, and entreated Sa- 

bay to permit him to vitJt I^ern 3 which !ie bad 

not only grained, bnt ordered hini to acquaint 

them, that wbatever hh kingdom produced was 

at their lervice. He L-oncluded with dcftrinr, 

that theywould favour himwith acheeJ"t;tc> fend 

to a companion of hi? on fhore, us a pledge o£ 

the tVieodlv rccepiion he had met with. 

Though thifi gave the admiral jult ^loutida for 
fufpicion, he neverthele& ordered liim a cheefr 
and two loaves; which the flranger accordingly 
feml on Ihore, and continued his coTU'erffllion 
with De tiama, with an inqnifiiive tuinuteneri, 
which llill rendered him the incrre fnfpeftcd. 
The admiral's brother, taking an o^iporronily. pn- 
i^uired ol feme of tbe naliveH who (Jus fijigular 
pejtijn was j and recrived for anfwer, that li.e'iiw."*. 
piritc, and had viincd gUi-^t fljim >Xv&\V3s\\»t' 
U3 
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iheir mutusl mCereft ; and concluded with 
ing bim, that tt)c prifoQers he had taken with 
hiin, £hould be well trealed, «nd fetit back wilh 
the next Portugucfe fleet 10 their native land. 

Steering along the coaft, De Cama fell ia with 
Several fnull iflands, from one of which pianaeea 
came off witli fiHi and other provifions. The 
Portuguefe reccired thcfc people kindly, and 
having fet Up a ctbfi on the fliare, named the 
place tianta Mut'ta. About a week after, they 
caft anchor near lis fmall irtjandB, where he was 
fuppiied with fowls, gourda, and milk. At the 
fame time the natives infornaed birn, that ihe 
country abounded with cinnamon, which was 
confirmed by the report of fome Portugucfe fet 
on thore Sot the purpofe, who repotted that tliey 
faw entire woods of ciPDacnDa. 

From hence he reached the Anchediva iilanda, 
five Id nnaiber, where ihe admiral rerdved lo cai 
recD his ihips. WhiJ« ibus employed, two brig- 
antines appeared, with drums beating and tiam 
pels foundJLif, and tive more were difcovered' 
nepr the fljore, The Malabars faid Ibey weie 
pirates, wiio, under the colpwr of fricndfliip, 
})luQderei] ^H the veHeli* that fell in their way. 
Being tbiiR apprized of his danger, the admiral 
gave ordcfs to fire on them as foon as thty came 
within reach of his gLiti§. This uiiexpei^ed «- 
repiion made them rclreat witli all poiHble «xpe>.] 
dilioD. 

I Among the immenfc multitudes that crowded 

to fee the Ibips, caote a petfon apparently about 

fnny vejrs of age, and of a different couDlryi 

JmiBcdJately ps he Janded, he tan u^ vo ^-Vt td^ 

mirnJf and then to the other ca-plavni, anCoi^'i'ii 

'/ion wiih the utmoft fanii\iaril> -, liiii V»mv 
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jnadc Ills cotnpliments in the Italian languagd 
toM him hs v/a& a Cliriflian, and a native of 
Italy ; that having been taken by pirates in his 
youth, while accompanying his parents m a voy- 
age to Greece, had ran through a variety of mis- 
fortunes; and hatl hitherto been deprived of all 
hopes of vlhting his niitive land. He iaformei] 
the admiral, that lie had becti forced to enter in- 
to the lerviceof the Mahotioetan pritn:e, named 
Sabay, the forerei^n of an iiland at iweWe leagues 
diOance, named Goa ; that he had been obliged , 
to comply With the external forms of the religion 
of Mnhcjiner j but thai he wrs flill a Chrillian in 
hi^ hearr. Ht adJiMlj that he was prime niinif- 
ter and confidant of hi& ibvereign j and hcariHg, 
that there were certain flfange (hips at Calicut, 
whofe crews were clothed from head to foot, and 
ipoke a language unknowti trt the Indiea> he 

judged them to he CbrifliaHB^ and entreated Sa- 
bsy to permit him to vitSc them , M'hich he had 
not only granted, but ordered him to arqttaiM 
them, that wJjatever his kingdom prndiiced T^-as 
at their fervice. He- toncliided M'iih deliring, 
that they would favour Iiim with a cheefe to fend 
to a companion ot hi? on iJiore. as a pledge of 
the friendly reception he had met wtih. 

Though ihis £ave the admiral jult grounds for 
furpLciotf, he neverthelefe ordered hJm » chfiefr 
and two lonvcs; wljich the firanger accordingly 
fent on lliore, and continued his convei'fation 
with DeGaaia, with sn inqtiifilive miniiteners, 
which llill rendered him the more fiifpe£tcd. 
The adttiiralf broiiifr, [^kii^g^n oppoTtp.nK^.^i\». 
qoirej of fome of llie nalivcft wU-i ^iu^ Vw^^'^i! 

pi^riha wff*j and received for antwet-,CU^\Vt-*n« 
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<in tbe cAaft. Dt Gama beiog apprized ot tlii%. 
ordtKd him to be carried on board and whip^ied, 
3D order to oblaiD a confe-lBon of his Jituation and 
inteniions. This puoiflMnent having no effed, 
he inburnanly caufed him to be hoiked tip by a 
pully, in a mod indecent and excruciating form. 
Atiei lie bad been lifted up in this manner the 
fourth lime, he confelTed, that te was a PoUlh 
Jew j and that Sabay, meditating an attack on 
the Portuguefe (hips, had fent him to afcerlaia 
their llreogth and mode of 6ghlir.g. This hav- 
jng foiiiB veiidinilitude, the admiral then feat 
him under the hatches, and bad htm cured of 
the injury Le bad received; teiling btm, for his 
confotaiion, that be did not de^gn to malte a 
ilase of himj but would carry bim lo Ponugat, to 
furnilb the king with what ioformatiDn bad Wal- 
ler, under his notice in the country. Being af- 
terwards ufed with kindnefs, he was baptized un 
der the name of Jafper de G^ma, and leadeced 
elJenlial fctvices lo the Pordiguefe. M 

It was on the 5th of OSober, that De Garaa^ 
left this coail, and dJrefled bis courfe for Melin- 
dn- In this long palfage he CKperienced an al- 
ternation qf ftorms, calms, and contrary winds; 
And his nicn became fa tainted with the fgurvy* 
that pefl of mariners oO diCtant voyage^, that not 
more than fixteen men in each fliip were fit fof 
fervice. To prevent thdroverftiooting McUncia, 
ibcy dropped anchor every night. When they 
bad arrived within ten leagues of that city, eight 
large boal$, filled with foldieis, appeared fieering, 
rafvuiilf ihe &ip% ; but, on receiving the Gift fircj* 
/Aer lacked abmn aod fled, 
7'he admiral experienced tlie tame ^uttkiV'j i 
^ptioast JtfcJinda as he had doae tn^tf 
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out. Having flaid five da;s to tatce in reFrelh- 
mcDts, and receivt^d aa board act atobalTador fjom 
the kiag to his I'oriuguefe Majelly, he burned 
ooe of hii ihips The St. Raphael, and •5if)iributfd 
the meo among the other two. Indeed, with fach 
a reduced number of hands, it would have betn 
impoflible to navigale them all, 

bcGairia reached Zanzibar.a pretty large iflatid 
in & deg. Ibuth latitude, on the 3?th of Februa- 
ry, The priuce, though a Mahometan, courte- 
pafly entertained the Pprtuguefe ; and furniflicd 
them with what foppliea his territories produced. 
Nothing happened worthy of rematk till (he 
26th of April, when they again doubled th<: Ci^pe 
of Good Hope, that grand barrier whicli had To 
long beeu regarded as the wf[ui ultra of naviga- 
tion. They now dlre^l^d their courfe to the 
iflaud of St. Ja^ ; but the twQ {hips being fepa- 
rated by a violent lionu, (he commander pf the 
Eerrio, anxious to carry the earlieft intelligence 
of the difcoveries to the king, failed di^'e^ly foe 
Lifbon.andon (be 10th of July put into Cufcais. 
The admiral having touched at St. J^gOj left his 
lliip to be refitted, and Tailing from thence in a 
hired caraval, arrived f^fc 3t Belcm, in Septem- 
ber i4QQ, after a long TOyag? of two yeaia aud 
two ntoothS] wit^ the lofs of mot^ than half his 
mta. 

Oti his landing, every nnark of honour wgl 
pajd him, every demon (iratipn of joy attended his 
difcoveries. The ki"g fcnl fewtral gentlemen to, 
fOnduQ hiin to coiirE 9 and immenfc crowds, 
through which he paired, joined in the tribute of 
congratulation. lie was honoured wilb the title 
^f Don-) ,he was pern^itied lo quarter the royal 
armsj and had an annual pcnfiou dl ^i^xeK. slccw;- 
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fand ducalE afllgned bim, The other captiios 
received Ukewife hon'^mrs and rewards ', apd the 
king, fo liberal to otiiers, made s moft extr*- 
vaeaiit apprcprtatioo to hiinfelf. In s.iidilion 
to his former dercription, he aiTumcd the lofty 
titles of Lortl of the Conqucft acd Navigation of 
F.thiopJa, Arabia, Pcrfia, and the Indies, Public 
thankfgivings were offered up througbout Portu- 
gal for the J'uccefs of tbis difcoverrj and feaft* 
and eotertainmems were generally celebrated, 
liven thoTe who had long oppofed the deltgtl M 
impraflicahlc, now grew albacncd of ihcJr oppo- 
(ition ; and became zealous ib tbcCan^e ihcy bad 
once contemned. 

H" we compare the dircovcriesof Columhua anJ 
De Gama, the palm of tiavigatiofl tnuft be allow- 
ed to the former. Colutnbus difcovered a new 
World by a path never dttempced, and which hii 
own original mind alone fuggeiled : De Gama. 
only profecatcd arid completed the dilcoveries of 
others j he knew there was a Conntry to which 
he was bontid, ihough the road had never been 
traced ; and he met with few novelties which he 
might not reafonably expe^ to find, — To Co- 
lumhuSj every thing was new. If we compare 
their refpe£lWe dilcoveries in their importance 
and coaleqnencca, the general decifioii of the 
uidgment will probably be in favour of that of 
Columbus. The eal? is only the hot bed of 
luxury, the coervatirg foil where man dwin 
dies into the Have, or arrogates to hirnrdf the 
pni-Ter of a tyrant. America prefenis a (ielJ i 
its grest vnrtety of climate, where tSe human 
' power.'! may one day perhaps cxpanA >ifc'j 0'a4 vWvt 
■ prcf'enr limltsj and the ingenuity o4 mat^. ^^^ 
^ed by thz acceility of labow aivi '^^^'^^ 
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may explore new paths of fcience, and open new 
^venues (o happinef^ atld enjoyOienC. From ihis 
favourable reprefcntatiun, however, we mud for 
ever exclude the grealeft part of the Amefitan 
Iflaods, or, as they are calledj the Weft Indfes. 
SJmikrcatife.'! will always produce fimilar effefta. 
The {aai& climate and fome of the fame produc- 
tions diftinguifh both the Eaft and Weft Jndiei ; 
but if wceftiTrate the happinefs and ihecomforta 
of mattj for which alone counrries were made, 
we (hall here 6nd the Eall preferablt to the Weft. 
While the flave-trade, that opprobrium of huma- 
nity, that difgrace to religioOj continuea, we are 
almoft tempted to wiOi that the fcene of fuch 
enormous wickednefs had never e&illed, or had - 
nevei been difcovered. 
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OF Ihe gentleman who conduced this en pe 
ditkOU, liltle feems tobekuown. It can- 
not, however, he. doubted, bul he mull have brcci 
ji man of rank, and hlgbty (tin)ngi)ifl-!ed in hid 
profcllioii. To hira, aa we iball fee in the le- 
cjueli Portugal ia indebted for the difcovcry ot 
firalil, fo that De Cabral is entilled lo rank, at 
leaft with an Americus Vefputius or n Ciibot. 

On the arrival of De Gama from his voj-agfl, 
■which laid open the Indies^ e^pe^^atioa was 
highly railed^ and it was tm medial i;Jy refolved tn 
profecute tlie advantages, juft diiclofed td view. 
■with a^duity and perfeveraDCB. For this puf- 
pofe, ihirlefn uelTds of tliffbrenl fiaes were fitted 
uuc, and llie command was oiveii to Pedro Alva- 
rez d& C^ibral. HiJ foice coniitted ol one thoii- 
' fand two hundred men t enclufive of eight Fran- 
icifcjQ fiiarK, eight cbapLaias, and a chaplain 
major. This part of the cnnplemcnt may excite 
a I'miltt; for, though thtle religioos mt^ht h* 
able to preach, how could ihe^ ru'iV.e V\>.eCT\W«^?> 
-undcraood ? UnJeft ihey had vo^-^^^^ ^^ '^■ 
dJ tongacs, (iieir labours io lUa fta^n oft ^^;^ 



220 



F1B9T V0TA5E OP 




their mutual intereft ; and concluded with ^Eiir- 
iDg Mm, (hat the prifoncrs be had taken with 
Mm. ihculd be well treatedj And fent back with 
the next PortHguefe fleet to their nstifeland. 

Steering along the coaft, De Ganda fell in wUh 
fevcral Tniall iflands. from oQfi of which pinnaces 
eame dff wiih fifli and other provifioni. The 
Pottngufi'c received thefe people kindly, and 
having Itt Up a crofs on the fliote, named ihe 
place fiaata M^ria. AhoDi fl week after, tb^ 
caft ancEkOr near lii Unall il^ands, where he 'was 
fuppiied with fowls, gourds, and milk^ At the. 
fame time ihe natives informed him, that the 
couQtty sbouitded with cinnamon, which was 
confirmed by the report of fame Portuguefe fet 
on Ihore for ihe puipofE;, who reported that thejr 
iawfntire wuods of cinnacnoo. 

From hence he reached the Anchediva i^aads, 
five in number, where the admiral refolvfid to ca- 
raen his ihips. While thus employed, two brig- 
antines appeared, with drums beating and Liiim- 
peis founding, and five more were difcovcred 
sear the thore. The Malahars faid they weie 
pirates, who, under the coktur of friepdihip, 
piupderfd all ihe veffels that fell jp their way. 
Being thus apprized cf his danger, the admiral 
gave orders to hre on them as foon 3S they camv 
Avithifl reach of Jii» guns. This uncJtpcficd re- 
ception made tbetu retreat with alJ poOibk expe- 
dition. 

Among the immenfe multitudes that erowded 
to fee the Ihips, came a perfon apparently abont 
iony yc»tfi of tLgc, and of a different country, 
IiamedUteiy as h^ landed, he lan up "vn \\^fi4w. 
"iiraJ, and then to the othcx captainsv eoC&TawTi; 
**«» with the utnioft familiaiily, »«* ^'''^^ 
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made his compliments in the Iialian langnage, 
told hitn hs Whs a Chridtarij and a natrvc of J 
llAly ; Ihfit baviDg been taken by piratea in his fl 
ynutl), while Jiccompanying his parents in 3 voy- 
age to Greece, had run through a variety of railV 
fortunes ; and had hitherto been deprived of all 
hopes of vifitiifg his native land, He informed 
ibe admiral, that he had been forced to enter in- 
to the Tervife of the Mahometan prince, named 
Sabay, ihe foverei^ti of ai^ illand at twelve leagues 
diitance, named Goa i tliat he had been obliged 
to comply iwith the esfornal form* of the religion j 
of Maiiomet ; but that lie was ftiil a ChriLlian in 
hi^i heart. Ht added, that he way prime minif- 
ler and confidant of hh fovereign ; and hearing 
ihaiiliere were certain flrange (hips at Calicut, 
whofe crcwti were clothed fyoin head to foot, and 
fpoke a bcigitage unknown in tlie Jndies, he 
judged them to be Chriflians, and entreated Sa- 
bity lo pernait him to vilU them ; which he hnd 
not only granted, bnt ordered him lo accfiiatnt 
Ihem, that wbalever his kingdom produced ■was 
at their ferfice. He i;ont;liided with deliridj, 
that they would favont him with a cheeft^ lo feji-d 
la a companion of hi^ on ihore^ as a pledge of 
the friendly recepnon he had met with, 

"Ihough litis gavR thu adniiial juli gtQmj[3? for 
fuTpiqipn, he nevertheJeis ordered him a thceff 
and two lo^tves; which the flrauger accordingly 
fent on Ihore, and contimied his converfntion J 
wiih DeGama, with an inquifitlve miniiteners. ■ 
which llilJ rendered him the more fiifpeftEd. ■ 
The sdHJiraVs broiber, talting an oti5QTt<m\'-.«i ,*^" 
tjuired of fonte of the nauiits ^^'n.u Ws-^^t^°^'^^ 
p^noo wa-!; dnd recHved lot autwtt ,\\i-KOtvc-KWi** 
^irate^ and tad vi^ied otbM ft»\v* ^'iV^a\ 
U 3 



I 




jt^'iv'tea^X^ 



1 



222 FIRST VOYAGE OP 

on ihe coaft. De Gama being spprizeil of thi'^ 
crilered him to be carried on board and whipped, 
in Older to obiaina confelfion of his l^tuation aad 
intentions. This pualllinient having no effect, 
he inhumanly caused him to be hoiked up by a 
pully, in a moA iadecent and excruciating form. 
After be had been lifted up in this manner the 
fourth time, be confeifed, (bat he was a FoUlh 
Jew ; and that Sabay, loeditatiog an attack oa 
the Fortuguefe fliips, bad fent him to afcertaia 
their fireogtti and mode of fighting. This hav- 
ing fome vei'ifirnilittide, the admiral then feat 
hiari under the haiche^r arid had him cured, of 
the injury he bad received J telling him, for hi 
confolation, that be did not delign to lUake 
flave of bim, but would carry him lo Portugal* to 
furnlfl) tke king with what idformatioo bad fal^ 
ler. under his notice in the country. Being af- 
terwards ufed with kindnefs, he was baptized uti- 
dci the name of Jafper de Gama, and renderctl 
Clicntial ferviees (o the Fortuguefe. 

It was on the 5th of Oflober, Ihal De Gama 
left this coaft, and directed his coorfe for Melin- 
da. In this long pallage he experienced an al^ 
ternation of ftorms, calms, and contrary windif 
and bis men became fo tainted with the fcnrvy, 
that pelt of mariners on diftant voyages, that not ■ 
more than lis-ieen men in each (hip were fit for ■ 
fetvice. To prevent their overfhooling Mclindai 
ihey dropped anchor every night. "When tbey 
bad arrived within ten leagoes of that city, eight 
large boats, filled with foldiers, appeared fleering 
teu-ards the fhipsj but, on receiving the &iLt firev 
/^<?r tacked abrm and fled. 

The admiral experienced the fame (TitaSA^ 's 
epiwa at Melifida as he had ^QOe i^ \i» 
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FERDINAND MAGELLAN, 
ROUND THE WORLD. 



' A MONG thofe illaflrious navigators who have 
^i, fliowti originality ot'conccplion and bijldneHi 
of lefolution, Ftridinand Magdlon will always 
retain adiflinguifhed place, Contempoj'ary with 
Columbus and De Gama, he appears to have been 
aDimated with the fame fplril, and to have de- 
fcrvcd to participaie ia the laurels lliey won. 

He was a Hacivc of Portugal, born a getitle- 
man, and bred a foldier. He bad ferved in ihc: 
Indian as ■w.ell as African wars with credit lo 
himfelf, and honour to hia king ; being partku- 
latly ^niployed in ihofe expeditions which fuc- 
t^cded Dc Gnma'a difcavery, and which at length 
Isiminatcd In ihe reduction of Malacca, Goa, and 
©rmuiz, under the dominion of Portugal. 

Colutnbus wect in fearch of a paffagc whicli 
tc never found, and found wbat he little cxped- 
cd^ The palTage from the Atlantic lo the Paci- 
fic Ocean was tiiU a delideratiiin in oavigation ; 
and Valquezde Nunei de Balhoa having difco- 
vered the lad-menlioiied fea from (lie tnouncains 
bi Panam-ij Magellau conceived tV.t vie,?. c\ <M*i 
circiunnavigaiion of ibe ^Ao\ie, ■w\i\*ia. ^\ 'Ooas. 
time WM not gcneraUy aUo'nc^ vo ^osi ''■'^"'^^ 
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la this dilenmia, to return vith dlfgrace, was 
what Mngelkn could not brook j to proceed was 
to encounter a variety of hardlhipi, at ihe fame 
time that he had every thing to apprehend from 
his own people. While contemplating his fitua- 
tioEi, and before he could come to any precife ren. 
foluiion, the weather began to grow fevere, and 
the murmur!) ts incireafr, and a confplracy of tbt 
three captains being ftrongly fufpefted, the ad' 
rairal waa induced to call liia own ihip's crew to 
arms. In tlie meantime, as Mendofa was read- 
lag a letter which he had received from the ad- ■ 
miral, he was fiabbed to the heart. At that in- ■ 
flant a boat wan manned with about thirty of the 
admiral's firmeft friends, who, boarding tlie other 
fliips, took forty prifociers, who were fi^ppofed lo 
be deepell in the confpiracy. Quezada alone wafi 
fenienced to be e&ecuted> zni (he body of Meo- 
dofa WBBquartcred. Thus theoppolitioawas al- 
layed for the lime by this ad of feverity} and 
proper raeafiires were concerted for the fleet to 
proceed, si foon as the feafon was favourable. 

In the interim, Serrsno wa? difpatched to esa- 
mine the American coaft, along which (ficy were 
lo fail, in order lo Toake the wilhed-for difcovcry. 

If we may givrt credit lo the Spanifh account! 
of thi« voyage, while they were Ihos detained an 
the Brafilian coaft, they faw men of a gigantic 
ftatare, wbofc voices, when enraged, rQfclnbkd 
bulls. One of tliefe came on board, whofe face 
was as frightful as his voice was territiC; and 
fuch was his height, that an ordinary lisicd Spdoi' 
ard couid ohly reach Co his waift. We confldcr 
this, however, as the embellifhment of romance; 
Bad sre forty to fa/^'that this voyatfe, in generili 
ke^ra marks of a parliallty for tht mst'stWovw. 
2'Jjac a race above the common fiac t\iB> 



I 



f thi« 



1 



HAfiELLAN S VOYAGE. ZJQ 

thii coaft, -we ftiall fee confirmed by future voy- 
agers, whoie auth^nncit)' wtt cannot difpnte; 
but with a]L thifj exaggeration, it feems xhu fa- 
vage was peai^eable in his deponment, and 
thankfuS for luch irlfting prefents as he received, 
till the Spaniards endeavoured to put {hackles 
on hts legs lo fecure himj and if he itien roared 
out like a bull, v/e need not wonder, linoe the pro- 
vocation and iho danger were futHclent Co make 
hira exert every faculty both of body and mind. 

He was drefl"ed in the llilns of fome (Irange 
wild beaft i and we learn, that the people, io 
general, on thig coaft, were habited in a fitnilar 
manner. They are defcribed as ignorant and 
fuperAitious, believing titat their country is J 
haunted by evil fpiritii, of wbofe influence they I 
are much afraid. Their weapons were hows 
and arroWB, Their huts were conftruiled with 
{kins, and portable from place lo place. They 
devoured their meat with (he vai-acioufnefs of 
cannibals, without feeming to know any modes 
of previouHydceffing it. They ufed a ruot> caUed 
Caper, inAead of breads and drank vail quantities 
of water with their meaU. 

The only religious ideas they fecmrd to pof- 
fefa, centred in the belief of two beings, one of 
whom they termed Sebetos, who feemed to be 
fuperiori iind the other, whom ihey denominated 
Chclculc, a fubordinate kind of deily. In this 
barren country, fince called Patagnnia. ihey fet 
up a crofs, and took ponelTiaEi with the ufual fo- 
./«niniiiea, 

Serrano, who, aa has been menlioned before, 
t "^*a» -difpatched on an CKpedilion to reconnoitre 
;A« coatt, difcovered a river about a league bi;oa.A, 
^t the entrance, to wh\c\i. \ie ^'A'le 'Oat QMyK.»A 
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and billing for fcals; and was aftervfrnrds pxpof- 
rd In a violent florra, which d:iflietl hi& vcflel on 
t'lif. (iiorp. The crew was Irivcd from (tie Itirv 
ot the elemCrtls, only to (uffcr the extremilic!! tif 
fjtnihr On It liarren coaft. In llus mifcrAblefitu- 
aiii>n, iwn of the people were forrnnari* enong^b 
tfi convey intflligtdcc; w llie Jidmiral, vrlio dis- 
patched 1 vefTel 10 their aflilbnce, and lima laved 
tlierp frtjiti iuevitabledesth. 

At 1.1ft, M.ige51ati lefc the port of St. Julian, 
where he liati Iiijid fn lon^ \i-hfi liitJe Citisfser- 
tion. on the 2.llb ol' Angnfi, iVilJng J nan de 
CjrLagena on ihore, tn^^ther with Pedro San- 
chez Revora, ihc prieft, for being principals In 
the conspiracy. This piiniflimeni was vorfe 
thnti a thnufand deaths, a', it tiiDtnlizcd ihem 
with life, while they were dctiied all its enjny- 
toeats, and even tts necelTariea. They were lefr, 
indeed, with a ftock of pcovKions, but were never 
liei^rd of more. I 

About ihe erd of O^obpr, the 6eet reached a 
promoniory whieh Miigell;!:! nntned Cape Vir- 
gin, and, perceiving an iiilf-t, lerii to esplore ihc 
coaft. On receiving the different rt-potlB of ihe 
perlnils deputed on this expediiinn, a ccincll of 
th^ chief oiticers and pilots was CLdluJ, ia whicli 
Edei'an Cr»nic:z, piloLul the Antonio, declnred ffT 
returning horns, and was fallowed by ail the 
members, l!ie admiral only escepted, wbo. with 
a reL'oLullon bordering on mjdi]<-l:i, decLired. ibat. 
in Spita of lempell and famine, he was refolved 
to pcrfsvpre. Thu Antojilo hfing afierw^irdi 
lent lo explore a nearer palVitge than any which 
ihey had yet a reafon to expet^t, ihe abnve^jlo-t, 
together wiih the purfer, having dabbed the 
Jtisncr, C'-ivried she. iW\p home; and lUe. P.imu^\, 
TvjTg- /a vsia £ik]eayoure(i lo cijmn ug vji-vI 





her, proceeded on h{s uncertain voyage. At 
lenglb he fell in with the palTage he had been ]b 
long in fearch of, in laiiuide 52 deg. foiuh, and 
entered thofe ftraighls which will make his 
name immoriaL In a tr^nfporC of jay> be named 
the point of land, from which he had this agree- 
able profpeft, Port Deiire, Much was now ac- 
compliihed, bm much reroained to be done. Jt 
required all bis caution and Ikill lo fail through 
this new-difcovered paiiage, and before they 
could enter the great Souih Sea, which was on 
the 2Sth of December, one year, four months, 
and eighteen dayi had elapfed, fince their depai" 
tute from Spain. 

Oa this wide, and atmofi houndSefs, ocean. 
they wao^red between three and foar monih^ 
without fceiTig laiidj except two defert iilands. 
Their diftreffes were fo great, that they were re- 
duced to Lhe mifcrable expedient of eating the 
hides li>at covered the fhip!^' rigging, which they 
fleeped in fait waier, in order to render [hem 
more ^^iy of mafticatlon. To this deplorabl* 
flatq qf fanaine, ii i$ not to be wondered at, that 
ficknefs (boqld fuccecd; ppd thofc who were 
not Bbfolulely difablf^d by illncfs, found ihcm- 
felvcB incapable of fubfilling on thefe liard vi- 
ands, l>y the gums cowering their teeth, by which 
fooie were Itarved to death, It was providential 
Jor the reft, who lltll Were obliged loaitenJ Iq 
the duty of the fhip, that ihcy were failing on a 
placid feSj impelled by gentle breezes, fronj 
whence it was denoniinat<?d ihe PacifieOceah. 
On the ^li of Match ihey fell in with a clul^ 

^*'r of illjnds, n.imed ihe LadroneSj or lUes oi 
Viievea. Here they landed full of tio^, 't.v.v 

^ta nd the iiihabitanticxitVin^ v^ OntTOsA'^''-"**^ 
-t^cJ lificiviiized llitCi wiiVioux.a.vi-a b.^^^^t^ws'^-*-^ 
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moral order or focial contraa among them. Tlie 

ttisn werfc entire-ly naked, of an olive com[)lcx ion, 
Willi lonp; hair depending la their wsiiis. The 
women were more decent in their ap[jearance> 
having a parii:il covering of palm-tree Icairs, 
fiiid appealed In he very indu (Prions. Bui while 
ih^re wcTcliuiieil in dompllic concerns, tlu'ir huT- 
hands employed iheinlblves in thieving abroad, 
and fouH bcL-arrs fa troublefome lo tlieii- new 
gut^ns, that tli« Spaniards, aticr thre^tj, firing 
upoo llipm, and burning fame of llirir luUs, tu 
deier ihcm from theie prn£t-.ces, but all in vain, 
departed from itience and landed at Zstnul, 
about thiny leagues dltlant. Here ii fiiould be 
remarked, that tliniigb thefe people feemtrd lo 
incurably addided to tbeft, it probjMy did not 
arife from any innate depravity ; biU from their 
imperfeS noilous of the facrcd riglit of private 
properly. Wlien all tilings are in commati, 
wtiatever pleafes the fancy \i taken without auy 
fenftt pf wrong. The inlciljitaiJls of the La- 
drones, feeiug wiiat" gratified them, pcrbap*;, had 
no conception that tbey jlionld ha debarred from 
bring gratiiicd with what they f»w, | 

Leaving Zanniil, lliey forjn ramc 10 Hilmuna, 
a pirafant iflant), and itlhabiied by a huoiai>e 
people, ready lo arc<tjnrtindale ihe vilirf>rs -H/jth 
whatever refrclliments the. place fopplicd. Here 
Ihey recruited their e\hat.i£ictt llrcngth, and rhen 
padiitg hetwceu revel's! more iHands, touched at 
Euthuan. -where they wen- honoiifflb^y enteriain- 
e.i by ihe kirtg. The uniikresi tliou^li -certainly 
OnacqLiainied tfiih Chritiian fdrmn, imere obfcrv- 
ed. or fujipoled, by Mas^ilan* in make ths lign 
of thtf croi's Bt rheir mejls. The king's palRce 
had nn more. eK.ternn\ uiarfc? of parlt^eQT v\\*n v 
f'^j' Jon, being xnjisd ujtan lajU U%^ y^^^i^^Mj 
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it could not be eolcred without a ladder. Thefe 
ifl.irders regarded their gucfts with p:irliciilat 
admiration, and even [realcd theio as luperlor* 
in the fcale of being. Tlie foil was faid to he fo 
'■ rich, that pieces of gold, of the fize of liazel- 
nuts, aad forae much larger, were fifted Ifccn the 
common mould of Llie country. 
II The king was a comely man, of an olive com- 
I plcxion. He was clothed in cotton ; wore a 
dagger, with a gold haft, by hi? fide; and was 
decorated with a profuiion of gold rings, Ma- 
gellan prefented his majcRy with various colour- 
ed cloth, and diflributed glafles, knives and 
cryftal bead^ among his atiendants. U is re- 
lated, that onr of the illaiiderR oScred a Spaniard 
I a crown of gold and a collar for lis. threads of 
cryiial beads, but th,it the admiral would not 
permit fuch an uiieqoai trafQc to be carried oil. 
If this is true, it evioces a looderatian, which 
few of the Spaniards were iaclinett to imitate in 
their dillant expeditions. The nativKs were a 
very lively people, and appeared to have uit dtbec 
religious riles among ibam, than a ccrlajn cere- 
mony, whicb Ihey lyta^lifed, of lltling up llicif 
bands apd eyes towards bcnven, and Calling crv 
tlieir god Abba. Wc are farther lolf!, that ihfV 
fuffercd ihdr guclls to ereft a crofs and a crown 
of thorns; but: to this they were induced by a 
'■ pious fraud of Magellan';:, who perlbadcd ihem, 
I that this crafs Would pfolctt [hem from ttia 
' dangers of lighttiiog and lempeti, to whith itiis 
cliniare I* very fubje^. 

After failing acnong ftveral illiintl^, ninll oi 
I, which afTcrded fruits, goats, and pouUry, wbicti 
, /Lipplies proved exircmely betienda^ ".*> ^^ ™'*^'''jk« 
» -vTs, the fleet arriTcd Ht y.tt\s\i\ ota \^*- T^ ^ 
ME^ff/J. iJerc ibcy tirad a iaiovc o^ ^"^"^^^ Vw^ 



harbour, which at firft tLrsw the inhabitant* 
into ^resL confiern^ition ; but on the nature of 
ilie ccnn[vlinienT beiug exphiiaed, they were 
I'peeJily rfcnnciled la thpir guel^s. The kiogr 
iiQwevcr, thought fit to denmod tribute for 
toQchJQj 00 hiscoartii; but this Magellsp flatl/ 
refiifed to pay. And his majefiy having been told 
thatthcfe lirangers wprePtirtugoefe, whofecoud' 
tryBieu had Iforoied Cdliciit, and were reuowned 
for tlicJr military achievements in India, jiidged 
it advilable to \\e6\\ Uom his prrtenlions; and 
lo itudy tf> ri?ndcr himlelf its agreeable as be 
could. Magellan, we are gravely told, had Tp- 
fiucDcc enough to prevail on (his prince, hia 
brother, and the queen, to receive the rite of fpi- 
t'ltnil ablution; and Ib^t a total abolition of 
idolatry took place throughotit hi&.don^iniotis ia 
the fliort fpace of eight days. That the prrtica 
or hjs people might be brought to the ufe of ei 
lercal fbi'ms, {•i not very improbablcj but that 
liiov could be converted to Cbriftiatiity was im- 
poliible. They could neither uuderlland the 
liinguage of Magellan, nor could he underfland 
ihfirGi principles thejr could acquire none, with- 
out thi^ mediLim of commiuiicatiou j but it h 
much ti3 be tvared, that^ in former limes, and 
ptrJiapH iinw, ritps are mi(iaken for effcniialsj 
and baplihn, wtiir;h is only the initiatory ccre- 
(nntiy, is, by a £gure of tangUHgej taken ^r reli- 
ginn iifelf. 

After I'urmounting as many dangers as man 
could undergo; alter fet^ing hlnitVU in poireniau 
of his willies, sinii eflMhlilhing his character for 
dircfriinieal and .i£)ive Ikill tu remntcti iigesj the 
f/miT \*fas DOW ap/iroaching, that Magellan waf 
la nitiirt hh f'aie. Leaving Zebvu, he pioctaio^ 
hi the iUc of AiMthaa. I'hia vvii ftP^et i^« ^^ 
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Magellan's vorAGC. 2S3 

it could not be entered wUlioiU a ladder. Thefe 
ifliiiders regarded their guefls wilh p.ir[icu1ac 
admiranon, and even treated iherti rh I'uperiors 
in the Tcale nf being. The foil was fiiid to he fa 
T\<:\i, ihac pieces at gold, of ihe fize of bazel- 
[LUtR, and ConiG much larger, were lifted tiom. ibe 
commoii mould oF tlie country. < 

The king was a comely man, of an olive com- 
plexion. He was clothed in cotton ; wore a 
tiaggcr, with a gold hafu by hi:; iidn; and wa] 
decoraied with a profufion of gold rings. Ma- 
gellan jsreiented his majelty with various cojour- 
ed clolh, and dillributed glaircs, knive*. ami 
cryft^l beads acnong lii$ attendants. I( is re- 
lated, that one of the idanders offered n Spaniard 
a crowD of gold and a collar for tix (breads of 
cryflal beads, but lh,»t the admiral would not. 
permit fiicli an ungual traffic to t>c carried on. 
It this is Irne, it evinces a modcr&linn, which 
frw of the Spaniards were inclined to imitate in 
their dillaat expcditiofis. Ihe ofltives were a 
very lively people, and appeared lo hawc no olhec 
religions rite'4 anuing ibeni, than a certain cere- 
motiy, which they jffH^tircd, of IKiiog «p iheir 
bands and eyes towards heaven, and calling on 
tlicir god Abba^ W> are farther told, that they 
I'liH'ereii their guelKi to creft a crofs nnd a crfiwn 
of thoriiSj but lo ibis liiey were induced by a 
pious fraud of Magellan's, wlio pert'iiaded them, 
thai this crofs would protefit thetn frLnil rlio 
dangers of lightning and lempell, to v^hich ihis 
climdie 14 very fubjei^. 

Afier I'atling among feveral ifljnds, n«ift oi 
wbicb a^cirded fruits, goats, acd pbuhry, vbi.(;tv 
fuppUes proved extremcis Xientiicvs^- 'uj '^ta*' tow 
PATS, ihe fleet arTivcd at 'iuXiMX o'C* '^*' 7*^ o 
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cd, and by perfevetance, he perfoaded him^iAf, 
tLiat a boundary wduld be taurni to the new cor>- 
triietii as well as die old. By doubling tbe-Capc 
of Good Hope, a palTage was found into ihe In- 
dian ftas j and Magellan did not fcem to doubr, 
but fome otiiei* promontory exifted, whicli would 
open J way to die Pacific Ocean. Thus original 
minds, by combination and refleftian, may ftrilte 
oat plans, which, though clear 1o ihem, could 
newer have been conceived by ordinary capaci- 
lieB. nor executed but by the firft prqiedorB, 

Rnt lorcinrn. Afier the death of Magellan,; 
a company of his followers being invited to an 
eniertninment on {hate, -were Ireacheroufly mur- 
dercdj and only Don Juan Serraco, of all whoi 
landed, was relVrved alive, in ortJcr to procure a 
large fupply of fire arms and firamuiiilion by- 
way of ranfom. But ihofe wUo remained on 
board, fearful of being trepanned, would have' 
no farther iniercourfe with this perfidious pea- 
plCj and failed away, leaving ihe unfoitunate 
Serrafln to their mercy. 

The company on buard, which amnunted to 

dghiy men, held on their courfe lowardt the 

Moluccas, of which Magellan had rei;e[ved fcitne 

uuelligence before bis catalJroptie. At BE^bol 

tliey burned the Ihip Conception, and dittribuled 

the bands in the other two. From thence ihey 

proceeded to Paviloghan and Chi ppit, where 

there was guld, with plenty of goats, fniila, and 

fpices. The natives treated tbem in a very ami- 

csblc mannerj and the prince fiaincdhis body 

witb blood, as a fymbol of the covenant of peace. 

After touching at Caghin.in and Puloan, ihey 

arrsi-ai at i?ornfff►^ aTier wtntliering a tempeQ. 

They found the jlianit very popu\ous. T^i^Vta^ 

ujs ^ Meet], sMd i^Ufervcil atcjv iiavt. tii* '^v 
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ternmert of two king*, from whom ibe Spani- 
arda demanded an acknowledgment of ttlbule. 
This being jiiftly refufed, an open mpture en- 
dued ; and ilie admirat, wtlli only (\n\j Spatii- 
arjis, gavH^bmtle lo the natives, whofe numbtra 
hanG been calcubtRil to amount to fii ihoufand* 
■After a loissr and (harp confliA, iu which thft 
!f)r» on the (ide of (hci Indians was m\ii!b ]cfs 
than rajoht have been exppfted, and on both not 
very coniiderablej Magellan, being loo far ad- 
vanced, waa wounded wiiEi a poilbned arrow, 
and pierced in the head with a lance, which tcr- 
rninfited hi^ lile and exploits. £vea Ilia body 
wai never recovered. 

Some ha^e manuioed that he was difpatched 
by his own men, to whom his Jlridtdifcipline had 
rendered him odiou; and intolerable. In t'ormer 
periods of the voyage^ Ihis might have been the 
' c;i['ei but now hai^ini^ reached a land of plenty, 
and fiirmounLed their priocipal difficulties, ii can 
icarcel^ be believed, that the Spaniard^i would 
rilk iheir own Odety by vidating his. Jndeed, 
the moft auihi?ntic accounts of ibis nnforlunatts 
Iranl'aition lay, ihathismcn were niueh difcon- 
ceried at bh Jol's. 

Though Magellan had not the honour of being 
ttio tirll ciicuQinavigator of Llic ^lolie, as lie was 
cut off before the completion ut his vovagc, yet 
ha (hewed the pr.ifticability of the fcheim:; aruL 
thofc who followed him had no more clmins la 
original difcovery than the follower^of Cwt-jtnh'is^ 
(hey, indeed, went farther; but I'n^y fencw the 
track in which Ihey were to go. 

It h prubabfr, however, thit MAceiUtv ts"!.*. 
r-cry iitflc idea of meeting w\v\t Ont ^T-iN-^V^" 
bears his name, H'ls oTv^^ttaV v\^aAi'J^■^'^ ^"^"^^ 
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titudc 42 dsg. foayh. Ato'tding MoCamhU 
ftoni an i>pnrelierliun of inceiiiig wilh the For- 
tiiguele, llii^le aciiciiLurers were reduced t& il 
lalt diiirefii fnv piovi lions. Iji this niiiEiiion tbeyi^ 
TearliM the C;tpe tie VerJ Illand?, wiiere, n(kM!| 
■nitlirtatiiliij^ tlii-y liad cauls for fear, fuch was 
their prelllng w^ni, itiat tlufy cLiofe r;]ther 
lifk being ^flaiiicd llian to perifii willi faniine.i 
At firfl lliey weie fiipplied willt provifiongj hui,:' 
en laniliue; again, ihiitcen of iJiecrew were leiz- 
ed and mide pvifoncra. TIil' fcrt, fearfuJ of lite 
fanit fnifj asid unable to conifiid, let (ail \iith- 
out tlipin. F^voiiratlc gales attcudetl ilieir pto- 
grel's, fiful. on llie ?ili of Sc|.ileiiit)tr, they itrivct 
in i'iif'eiy nt the port of St- Luc^r, Under ihej 
coiidutt of John Scbaltiari C.^tnn, after eircunj-,1 
itHvigatiug the. globi; in three years aqd il»rty- 
/fvCLl d:ijS, l.lt iLe wiiale li^uatlron, only Qtit 
fh^y ))&<-'> lije guod ioTtune 10 mam lo Spaing 
2n[i of two huiidred and llllrty-lour officers -^m' 
fcameti, the conipfemctit at fcttijig oul, coly 
tbirieeii SpaniJitls furvlved lo vifit theJr d*Uie 
Ut>d. 

Don Sebr.[lian Caoio was received with vety 
extraordinnrv honour by ihc Bmperor Cliarles 
who^ CO tlidiitguilh him and his pollcrity t'ir>r,i 
ever, afTfintd litm the len'eflrial gtobe for his 
arms, with the mottu piiiikiu^ mb cikgumdedib-tI 
Til yen l'/!-ve fitjl juniisinJfd trie. He, )i!tewife,.j 
came in I'or ni;iny liberal lewards, which, had,! 
Magellan lived, wuuld b^ve been peculiarly his-] 
dcie. 



ENn or VOL,. I. 



■f/wjj.- i'finuii by J. ^«.a1l *ud Co. \uuU\tnt-0:>m 



